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Sunday, March 22

Dear Members and Friends,

Join us for online worship this Sunday. We are
gathering via Zoom at 10:00am:
https://zoom.us/j/150620342.

If you weren’t able to join us last week, we hope to
see you this week. Many people were delighted by
the community that can indeed happen virtually.
Worship slides will be available on the church
website.

This evening, there is an online adult education
opportunity, “Parenting and Grandparenting
Through Lent,” specifically scheduled after bedtime
for little ones. You won’t want to miss our special
guest leaders, Rev. Jessica Tate, the Director of
NEXT Church, and her mom, Joanne Stratton Tate,
a long-time parent-educator, who will lead this
cross-generational reflection on how we can apply
our Lenten theme of “cultivating and letting go” as
we raise children and grandchildren. Join the
conversation here:
https://zoom.us/j/316797885

As long as the city allows us, the Radcliffe Room
will continue to serve breakfast on Sunday
mornings. Food will be distributed outside in
Triangle Park and our first-floor restrooms will be
open so that our neighbors experiencing
homelessness can have dignity and decent hygiene.
If you are healthy and able to assist from 7:30-

Upcoming Events

Gathered in Prayer
Sunday March 22nd 9:15 a.m.
 
Join others in a time of prayer for our community,
the world, neighbors in need, and our own
members and friends on our Care/Prayer list.
 
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/643732875

Sunday Worship Online at 10:00 a.m.

To participate in online video worship click here
or call 1-929-436-2866 and use meeting ID
150 620 342 to dial-in using audio only. Worship
slides will be posted to the website.

Morning Prayer
Tuesday March 24th 8:00-8:30 a.m.
 
Join us for 30 minutes of liturgy and prayer using
Shane Claiborne’s book, Common Prayer: A
Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals. You do not have to
have the book to participate in this service of
prayer. Copies of the liturgy can be found here.
 
ZOOM Link: https://zoom.us/j/229424538

Children’s Story Time
Tuesday March 24th 11:00 a.m.
 
Join us for 30 minutes of story time, singing, and
getting the wiggles out. Suitable for little ones that
normally come forward for the Time with Children
in Sunday morning worship services.

March 24 reading: The Story of And
 
ZOOM Link: https://zoom.us/j/354589220

Bible Study
Wednesday March 25th 12:00-1:00 p.m.
 
In the midst of all this uncertainty, join us to gather
around God’s word to hear what God might be

https://zoom.us/j/150620342
https://zoom.us/j/316797885
https://zoom.us/j/643732875
https://zoom.us/j/150620342
https://files.constantcontact.com/c6e5d6bf401/8a2dbc94-729f-48a8-be09-a3a4f00723c1.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/229424538
https://files.constantcontact.com/c6e5d6bf401/5c80e34a-e7f7-4e1b-8aab-0f3cc3fc22ec.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/354589220


9:00am, please contact Doug Norwood
(rdnorwood@gmail.com).

Thanks to the fierce persistence of our Facilities
Manager, John O’Brien, and many volunteers
committed to caring for our neighbors in need, the
city is diverting meals to Triangle Park next week.
Monday through Friday, the Downtown Day
Services Center will serve lunch outside from
11:30am-1:00pm. If you know folks who are safely
able to volunteer, please send them this link to sign
up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4
BA9AF2CA1FC1-triangle

Finally, if you are in need of prayer or pastoral care,
please do not hesitate to reach out to me by email
(heather.shortlidge@nyapc.org) or by cell
phone (443) 223-5555. I’ve been doing pastoral care
“visits” over Zoom and the phone and would love to
connect with you during this time of anxiety and
uncertainty.

Some poetry to leave you with—Psalm 23, rewritten
by Amy Shorner-Johnson, in light of this COVID-19
pandemic:

The Creator has already provided
I shall not worry about toilet paper.

The Comforter walks with me for fresh air,
where now I hear birds and running water over my
own thoughts. 

I have space to consider what is truly important. 
I can touch my own spirit again. 

The Divine Healer invites me to follow the advice to
stay six feet away for the sake of those
with a divine spark within, which is everyone. 

Even though everyone must confront Death
and grieve the losses of what was, 
I will not be dominated by fear,
it will not be my only feeling.

For I remember your other truths:
“I will be with you,”
“Don’t be afraid.”
“Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” 

When I fear the worst, it is not the last,
you are still the Generous More. 

When others oppose everything I believe,
I still find there are blessings to share and mercy is
a deep well. 

There is still so much good to find,
so many reasons to reverence,
to awe,
to reconnect,
to restore,
to believe again. 

saying to the church today. Join the Executive
Presbyter of National Capital Presbytery, John
Molina Moore, in the study of Matthew 9:9-13, the
text that he will be preaching on Sunday morning.
 
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/385579961

Morning Prayer
Thursday March 26th 8:00-8:30 a.m.
 
Join us for 30 minutes of liturgy and prayer using
the Iona Abbey Worship Book. You do not have to
have the book to participate in this service of
prayer. A copy of the liturgy will be posted online.
 
ZOOM Link: https://zoom.us/j/553049565

Community Book Study
Thursday March 26th 10:00-11:00 a.m.

Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and
the Birth of the New Spiritual Awakening

Join the discussion of Diana Butler Bass’ book that
outlines the shift in culture and the church. This
week, we’ll be discussing the introduction and first
chapter.
 
This book is available through Audible or Kindle
here.

Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/601526413

Children’s Story Time
Thursday March 26th 11:00 a.m.

Join us for 30 minutes of story time, singing, and
getting the wiggles out. Suitable for little ones that
normally come forward for the Time with Children
in Sunday morning worship services.

March 26 reading: God's Big Plan
 
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/633801772

Faith on Tap
Thursday March 26th 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Grab your favorite beverage and join Parish
Associate, Matthew Schlageter, for conversation
and fellowship. Matthew graduated from Columbia
Seminary in Georgia in 2005 and currently serves
as a chaplain at Children’s National. The article for
discussion, “An Approach to Bioethics” can be
found here.

Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/885650874

Sunday Worship Online
Sunday March 29th 10:00 a.m.
 
Rev. John Molina Moore, Executive Presbyter of
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For you are ever with me, wherever I am,
and I choose to live in you. Amen. 
 

Peace and Grace,

Heather

Beloved Community,

Your Session has been meeting and working with
Transitional Pastor Heather Shortlidge to maintain
our community and continue our ministry to one
another and to our neighbors in the city. The
Session met yesterday and agreed to the following.

Beginning immediately, the church building
will be closed except for limited access for
outdoor food service to neighbors in need. The
building will only be open Monday through Friday
from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., and Sunday from 7:30
a.m.-9:30 a.m. Most of the church’s staff will be
working from home and they will be paid their
regular salaries for the duration of the
pandemic. Nicole Johnson and Lance Jameson can
be reached via email
(nicole.johnson@nyapc.org and
lance.jameson@nyapc.org).

John O’Brien, President of the Diaconal Ministers
and a retired hospital administrator, is also serving
as our Facilities Manager. He is developing a plan
for monitoring the building to include turning off
utilities, except for those necessary to maintain the
organ; and David Smoot making regular rounds to
catch things that might go wrong such as leaking
restroom facilities. The church’s mail will be held at
the local post office and collected weekly. Other
deliveries will be held at the express office until
they can be picked up.

Sunday morning worship will be one service
at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. The service will also be
live-streamed. Rev. Shortlidge’s long-planned trip
to Ecuador was cancelled, so she will be preaching
tomorrow. General Presbyter Rev. John Molina-
Moore will be preaching on March 29th. (John is
cool; you will like him.) Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday and Easter services will also be held via
Zoom. The church’s Zoom account can now handle
500 connections.

Speaking of Easter, the Session knows that there
will be grief at not being together during the most
important Sunday in the church year. We will have
an Easter service on the first Sunday we are able to
worship in the sanctuary.

Our ministry to our neighbors will continue
to the extent that DC guidelines allow. The

National Capital Presbytery, will lead our online
worship service, preaching “Out Of Your Camp”
from Matthew 9:9-13. Coloring pages and
children’s resources will be available to download.
 
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/150620342      
Phone: 1-929-436-2866 (150620342#)

Church Office

Please submit The Weekly requests to
bulletin@nyapc.org. Deadline for submissions to
The Weekly email are Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.
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Downtown Day Services Center will be serving
lunches in Triangle Park Monday-Friday. Church
volunteers will be on hand during that time to allow
people, one or two at a time, to use the first-floor
restrooms. Radcliffe Room volunteers will be giving
out bag breakfasts on Sunday mornings in the Park.

Finally, it is really important that we all keep
up our giving to the church to the extent
possible. Checks can be mailed, but it is really best
to contribute online. Meg House has created a link
to a new online giving platform
(https://www.nyapc.org/give-now/). Melissa
Jane Taylor has written step-by-step instructions
for finding and using this link on the church’s
website. Please note that our old system is still
operational, so those of you who make recurring
gifts to that platform can be assured that your gifts
will continue to be received. (For anyone who wants
to log into their old account, you can do so here).

The church directory is being updated and we will
soon have the most accurate contact information
for our members. The directory can be emailed to
you and it would be great if we could all be checking
in with one another over the coming weeks. Those
of us living alone and those of us sheltering in place
with young children might especially welcome a
friendly call or email.

Please also keep in mind the various online
activities that have been developed for fellowship
and spiritual formation. Currently, the weekly
schedule includes morning prayer twice a week, a
story time for young children twice a week, a Bible
study once a week, a community book study once a
week, and Faith on Tap. See the church website for
a full schedule and details www.nyapc.org.

We are praying for our church and for all those
affected by the coronavirus, being especially
mindful of those who are ill, those who are
expecting babies in the next two-three months,
those whose joint replacement surgeries are being
postponed indefinitely, those who are losing their
jobs or businesses, and those who are experiencing
homelessness. We are also praying for government
officials and civil servants who are working hard to
protect citizens and keep essential services going,
and for health care workers nationwide. If you have
specific prayer concerns, please consider attending
the Tuesday and Thursday morning online prayer
meetings (8:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m.), or contact an
Elder.

If you have ideas about how we can do things better
or ideas about other things we could be doing,
please contact one of us. See you on Sunday.

Love and blessings,
Miriam Dewhurst, Clerk

Elders Adlai Amor                 
Taylor Allison
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Will Ashworth
Laura Brouse-Long
Don Campbell
Brian Dewhurst
Paul Dornan
Tyler Feret
Kristin Ford
David Gillies
Meg House
Brent Ling
Marie Meka
Erica Morgan
Meg Neill
Melissa Jane Taylor

Care and Prayer List

Saying Goodbye

Our very best wishes and prayers of loving support go out to Associate Pastor, Alice Tewell, and her
family as she moves onto her next chapter of ministry at Clarendon Presbyterian Church. Alice’s last Sunday
was March 15. An in-person reception to honor her ministry will be held once the pandemic has quieted.

Bereavement

Bill, brother of Mary Spatz, died on Sunday, March 8, 2020 in Florida, and a service in celebration of his life
is tentatively planned for March 23rd in Crescent City, FL. We hold Mary, her husband Jerry, and the entire
Spatz family in our prayers during this time grief and loss. Cards and notes may be sent to Mary and her
family at the home address, 909 N. Montana St., Arlington, VA 22205-1621.

Prayers Requested

Prayers are requested for Madeline and Eli Smith, friends of Olivia Singelmann. Their 2-month-old
daughter, Daphne died suddenly on Sunday March 8th. The Smith family also includes two young
boys,. Please pray for this family during their time of grief and loss. 

Ashley MacKenzie, the cousin of Stacey Gagosian is suffering with alcoholism and is in need of our prayers
of hope as the need for treatment is being realized. We also pray for strength for the immediate family and close
friends as they work to support her. 

We continue to pray for Aryn Myers who is recuperating at home following surgery in late February. If you
would like to help Aryn and her caregivers by participating in the Meal Train program, you may register at
https://mealtrain.com/415k95. Cards and notes of support are most welcome and may be sent to her at
the home address: 1135 - 6th Street, NW, Unit 3, Washington, DC 20001.

For the church staff, who have worked diligently this week, to close the church building and move their work
from 1313 New York Avenue into their individual homes. Prayers that they and their families stay safe and
healthy during this stressful time.

For all those who are living alone, experiencing loneliness, and are further alienated by social distancing. May
we find ways to continue to be community for all those who are isolated.

For our healthcare workers and first responders. May there be enough protective gear. May they stay healthy.

Long Term Prayer Requests

Some individuals on our weekly Care/Prayer list are involved in situations where prayers, on a long-term basis
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are very appropriate, and we mention them here: Bill Long and Barry Tindall (on going health issues),
Ford Marchand (early hearing loss), Brad Sewell, Sean Mitchell, Darunee Wilson, and John Quinn
(undergoing cancer treatments), Pernicia Long, Margene Reeder, Louise Berman (cancer), Nathan
Moon (complex health issues), Cherri Eitel (adjusting to new living arrangements), John Mills (mental
health issues), Jerry Calvert and Lucile Beaver, Bob Williams (Deanwood Nursing Home Washington,
DC), and Pauline Irene Ngo Mbok (on going health issues).

We continue to pray weekly for all who struggle with mental health issues, for their families, friends and the
professionals who provide loving care for them.

Support Group

The NYAPC Grief and Loss Group, led by professional counselor Eric Slaughter. meets regularly on the
third Sunday of each month in the office of the senior pastor. The date of the next meeting is April 19th. If you
are dealing with the loss of a loved one or another variety of loss, then you are invited, as the group open to
all. Everyone has an opportunity to talk (or if they wish, refrain from talking) and all conversations are kept
confidential. You may attend one or several meetings as you choose, and "joining" is not required.

Adding Prayers to the List

We continue to hold in prayer members and friends of the congregation who are facing long term illnesses and
care. If you have updates or would like to update your own requests, please contact Jim Davidson
(manos.dc@verizon.net) by the close of the work day on each Tuesday.

 Please note the change in the deadline for inclusion on the weekly edition of the Care-Prayer List. to
Tuesday of each week.  However there will be an ability to add urgent requests on Wednesday or
Thursday of each week if necessary by contacting Jim Davidson, or Nicole Johnson (in the church office).

Prayer of the Week

Drop thy still dews of quietness,
Till all our strivings cease;

Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess

The beauty of thy peace.

J.G. Whittier

The New York Avenue
Presbyterian Church

202-393-3700 | nyapc@nyapc.org www.nyapc.org

Join Us for Worship Online
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
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