
2 His name is Jesus, God ever with us, 
God given for us in Bethlehem. [Refrain] 

6 Gladly we praise him, love and adore him, 
give ourselves to him of Bethlehem. [Refrain] 

*Response 

 #607, “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 Holy God, we give thanks for the many gifts given unto you this 
day.  May we be inspired by your word made flesh for us.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  Rev. Dr. Heather Shortlidge 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

*Sending Hymn 

 #113, (verses 1, 2, 3) “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
Gloria 
Evelyn, Maya and Enola trio 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

6 Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

*Commissioning to Ministry and Benediction                

*Congregational Response 

 Alleluia! Amen! 
Postlude  

  “Jingle Bell Rock” 
Traditional 
Xavier McKee Wieseler, piano  

 
 
 
 
 

Opportunities for Service 

 
7-2-9 Club – Enjoy a Wednesday evening (yes, from 7 to 9 p.m.), September through June, 
with guests recovering from mental illness. There are games, entertainment, refreshments 
and time for making friends. For more information, Contact Phil Telfeyan, 
ptelfeyan@post.harvard.edu.  
 

Community Club – Washington D.C.’s oldest tutoring and mentorship program for public 
and charter school students needs adult volunteers to make a difference in a child’s life. 
Students and volunteers meet at the church on Thursday nights during the school year. 
Contact Tom Karr or Shamika Bradley at directors@communityclub.org or go to 
www.communityclub.org for more information.  
 

New York Avenue Educational Foundation - The NYAEF mission is to be a catalyst of 
educational advancement for youth in need in the Washington, DC community. Annually, 
it solicits proposals and awards grants to grassroots nonprofits, including Community Club, 
to further impact DC students. Visit https://nyaef.org to learn more or contact Brian 
Schimming at nyaef.dc@gmail.com. Shopping at Amazon? Select the NYAEF as your 
charity-of-choice through this link https://smile.amazon.com. Federal employees/retirees 
please consider giving through the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC #25839) 
at https://cfcgiving.opm.gov. 
 

Food for the Hungry – Non-perishable food donations are needed by the Capital Area 
Food Bank, the large nonprofit hunger and nutrition education resource in the Washington 
area. Donation baskets are at the rear of the Sanctuary and front desk.  
 

Radcliffe Room Ministry – Come join our homeless guests, Sundays, 8:15-9:45 a.m., for 
hymn singing, refreshments and socializing. Donations of umbrellas, rain gear, clothing, 
toiletries, and transportation money are needed. Contact Eleanor Robins, 
robinseleanor@hotmail.com   
 

The Peace Candle – Visitors are invited to take a Peace Candle home to their 
congregations. Candles are at the back, right side, of the sanctuary. Please sign the note card 
there, so we may know who you are. For more information about the Peace and Justice 
Committee activities, contact Marilyn Seiber, mjs1wan2@gmail.com. 
 

Triangle Park Committee – Working with the National Park Service to ensure 
maintenance and oversee the flower and plant beds along the church wall, we meet 4-6 times 
a year, conduct business via email, and schedule work days as needed. Contact Marilyn 
Seiber, mjs1wan2@gmail.com or Barry Tindall, barrytindall@verizon.net  
 

NYAPC's Young Adults – For more information about Faith on Tap, Bible Study, other 
fellowship and service activities, or to be added to the e-mail list, contact Helen Anthony 
(shanthon@ncsu.edu) or Taylor Allison (taylorallison93@gmail.com). 
 

NYAPC Parent’s Listserve – For more information about ministry for infants to high 
schoolers, or to be added to the email list, contact Associate Pastor Alice Tewell 
(alice.tewell@nyapc.org). 
 

Annual Stewardship - Each of the ministries described on this page, as well as everything 
else that happens at this church, is supported in a significant way by Annual Stewardship 
giving. Annual Stewardship is the act of making a financial pledge to the church operating 
budget for a year and completing that pledge. It is a deep personal and congregational 
theological act, and it is essential to the worship, community, and mission of this 
church! Members, affiliates, and friends are all invited to participate in Annual Stewardship. 
Please contact Lance Jameson, the church Senior Accountant, Helen Anthony, the chair of 
the Annual Stewardship Committee, for more information, questions, or to make your 
pledge. 
 

Volunteers are needed to staff the welcome table in the narthex, 20-30 minutes before 
a Sunday service greeting and then 15-20 minutes after, to chat with visitors and members 
during coffee time. For more details, visit http://bit.ly/1OFPh6r or contact Helen 
Anthony shanthon@ncsu.edu or Paul Dornan pbdornanp@aol.com.  
 
Worship Service – Are you interested in ushering or serving as a liturgist during Sunday 
service? Please contact John Yoder at yoderja@gmail.com (ushering) or Mark Zaineddin at 
zaineddin@gmail.com (liturgy) for more information. 

 

Celebration of Worship 
Following Christ into places of brokenness and 

joy, NYAPC will do justice, treat all with 
kindness and mercy, 

 and walk humbly with God. 
December 15, 2019 

10:00 a.m. 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Pageant 

Prelude  

 Jingle Bells, Traditional 
George Rotchford, trumpet  
Peace Like a River, Traditional 
Evelyn McCabe, saxophone 

Welcome and Announcements 
Introit O Come All Ye Faithful, Traditional 

Maya Smith 
*Lincoln Chimes 

I. The Community Gathers for Worship  
*Lighting the Advent Candles   
 The Shepherd-Kelly Family: Margaret, Chris, Linda and 

William 
*Call to Worship (Advent, Christmas and Epiphany by Brian Wren) 
Leader: In Isaiah 35:5-6, the prophet declares that when God comes among 

us, the deaf shall hear, the blind shall see, and the tongue of the 
speechless shall sing for joy. We light these candles as a sign of our 
hope that God’s love in Christ brings healing to us, and to the world, 
as we witness to the power of healing love, in ourselves and in others. 

All: Risen Christ, Light of the world, Shine in our lives  
And shine among us now. Amen. 

*Opening Hymn (Please stand and join the youth choir to sing!) 
 #133, (verses 1 and 3) “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Adeste Fideles 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant; 
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels! 

Refrain O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ, the Lord! 

3 Sing, choirs of angels; 
sing in exultation; 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! [Refrain] 

Prayer of Confession (adapted from Advent prayer by Rev. Beth Merrill Neal)  

 Holy God, we might need to confess that we have forgotten what 
this story is about – the story of the birth of Jesus. We wrap 
ourselves with so much planning and shopping, gift giving and 
sending, with so may preparations that we haven’t left any time 
to contemplate the Incarnation and to give thanks for this one 
life that changed the world. May the generosity that drives us 
this season be present all year. May the intentional reaching out 
to the far-flung and to the stranger continue past the holidays. 
May our hearts, so full of so much, be mostly full of love For You, 
for each other, and for ourselves. Heal us, we pray. Amen 

*Please rise in body or in spirit 
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Silent Confession 
Assurance of Grace 

*Passing of the Peace of Christ 

*Response  (Please stand and join the youth choir to sing!) 

  
 

1 

#119, (verses 1 and 3) “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
Mendelssohn 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful all ye nations, rise; 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. [Refrain] 

*Affirmation of Faith                         (Luke 2:11, Romans 8:38-39) 
Leader: Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy, for all people. 

To you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 

All: There is nothing in death or life, in things present, or things to 
come, nothing in all creation, that can separate us from the love 
of God, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Meditation “Joining in on the Pageant”        Rev. Alice Rose Tewell 

II. Listening to the Word Through Story and Song 

 The first four stories are from Growing in God’s Love, A Story Bible edited by Elizabeth 
Caldwell and Carol A. Wehrheim. The last story is from the Storybook Bible by Desmond 
Tutu. 

How Can This Happen? (Luke 1:36-38)   Narrated by Penny 

 Has someone ever told you something that you didn’t understand?  Did you 
feel confused?  Did you wonder about why it was said to you?  This happened 
to a woman named Mary. 

 

Mary and Joseph lived in the village of Nazareth.  They would soon be 
married.  One day, the Angel Gabriel showed up at Mary’s house.  The Angel 
said, “Mary you should be very happy! God has chosen you for something 
very special.  God is with you!” 

 

An angel had never come to her house before.  Mary was surprised.  The 
angel said, “It’s okay!  God has sent me with a message for you.  You will 
have a baby boy.  You will name him Jesus.  He will be king one day.  He will 
sit on David’s throne.  And his realm will never end!” 

 

Now Mary was very surprised and confused.  “How can this happen?” She 
asked.  “Joseph and I aren’t ready to have children yet.” 

 

“This baby will be a gift form God,” said Gabriel.  “The Holy Spirit will come 
to you. Your baby will be very special. People will call him God’s son.  Listen, 
Mary, your cousin Elizabeth will also have a baby, even though she is very 
old.  God can do anything!” 
Mary thought about what the angel said. God was with her. She didn’t feel so 
confused or surprised anymore.  She said to the angel, “I will do what God 
asks me to do.” 

Then Gabriel, the messenger from God, left Mary.  She had a lot to think 
about! 

A Prophet is Born (Luke 1:5-21, 39-45, 57-80) Narrated by Linda  

 When a baby is born or adopted by a family, parents wonder how he will 
grow or what she will do, especially as the baby grows bigger and older.  Ask 
you parents what they thought you would be like.  Elizabeth and Zechariah 
had a good idea what their son would be like. 

 
Elizabeth and her husband, Zechariah, loved each other very much.  They 
wanted to share that love with a baby.  They prayed for a baby.  But they were 
very old and never had a baby. 

 
Zechariah was a priest.  One day at the temple, the angel Gabriel showed up.  
The Angel said, “Zechariah, God is happy with you.  You and Elizabeth will 
have a baby. His name will be John.  He will be a prophet filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  He will prepare people for the One God sends.” 

 
“But we are too old,” said Zechariah. 

 
The angel said, “God sent me to tell you this good news. I promise you it is 
true.  But because you don’t believe me, you will not be able to speak until 
after your son is born.” When Zechariah left the temple, everyone could see 
that something had happened to him. Elizabeth and Zechariah did have a 
baby. Everyone came to see him. 

 
“What is his name?” They asked.  They thought he would be named after his 
father. 

 
Elizabeth said, “His name is John.” 

 
The people turned to Zechariah, who still couldn’t talk.  “No one in your 
family has that name,” they said. 

 
Zechariah wrote on a table. “His name is John.” 

 
At that moment, Zechariah could speak again. He praised God. He told his 
son, John, “You will grow up to be a prophet of God. God has a special job 
for you.” 

Anthem (Group of the children’s choir and youth sings; children’s choir plays percussion) 

    “Burrito Sabanero” 

A Baby is Born (Luke 2:1-7) Narrated by Annabel 

 Do you know about day you were born or when you were brought home? 
Who was there? How did you get your name? 
 
After the angel Gabriel visited Mary to tell her the news about her baby, she 
and Joseph got some more news.  They heard that the Roman ruler, Caesar 
Augustus, wanted to count all the people in the Roman Empire; every man 
had to go to his hometown so that his family could be counted.  Joseph’s 
family was from Bethlehem.  So Mary and Joseph let their home in Nazareth 
to go to Bethlehem.  The trip was hard for a pregnant woman.  Just imagine 
what it would have been like for Mary to make that trip with Joseph! 
 
While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, they looked and looked for a 
place to stay.  It wasn’t easy!  Many people had come to Bethlehem.  Every 
guest room was full.  At last, they found space in a room where the animals 
stayed. The baby was born in that room. 

 
Mary gently wrapped him in cloths and laid him in the manger, where the 
animals ate.  This was the baby that the Angel Gabriel had told her she would 
have. 

Musical Offering 

    “What Child is This” (Greensleeves), Traditional 
Sam Neill, saxophone 

Surprise Visitors (Luke 2:8-20) Narrated by Malcolm 
(Shepherds, Angels and Sheep join in during this story.)   

 Have you ever seen a real sheep?  Taking care of sheep is hard work.  People 
who take care of sheep are called shepherds.  They stay with the sheep all the 
time and make sure they are safe. 

 
On the same night Jesus was born, shepherds in the field near Bethlehem saw 
an amazing sight.  They were watching their sheep, as they did every night.  
Suddenly, an angel stood in front of them.  A bright light surrounded them.  
The shepherds were frightened. 

 
The angels said: (Angels say this) “Do not be afraid!” 

 
Then the angels also said,  “I have good news for you.  A baby was born 
tonight in Bethlehem.  This baby will be your Savior.  He is Christ the Lord!  
Look for him wrapped in clothes and sleeping in a manager.” 

 
Then many angels appeared and said, “Glory to God and peace to all people!” 
As quickly as they came, the angels left. “Let’s go find the baby!” said the 
shepherds. 

 
The shepherds left their sheep and hurried to Bethlehem.  They found the 
baby lying in a manger, just like the angels said.  They told Mary about the 
angels.  She was amazed and thought carefully about what they said.  She 
wanted to remember this night forever.  

 
The shepherds went back to their sheep.  As they walked, they praised God 
and told everyone they saw what had happened. What great news! 

Anthem (Group of the children’s choir and youth sings; children’s choir dances) 
 “Little Drummer Boy” 

The Wise Men are Led by the Star to Jesus 

(from Matthew Chapter 2, Desmond Tutu Storybook Bible) 
Narrated by Corinne 

 Far across the desert, wise people watched a new star burst into the night sky 
and knew it was a sign from God that a great king had been born.  

 
They followed the star to Jerusalem. 

 
“Where can we find the newborn king?” they asked. 

 
King Herod was shocked to hear about a new king. 
“Will he take my throne?” he wondered. 

 
“Come back to me when you have found the child,” he told the wise men. 

 
So they continued on their way, following the star to Bethlehem where they 
found Jesus in his mother’s arms. The wise people bowed down to the baby 
King and offered him gifts of gold, incense and myrrh. 

 
But an angel warned the wise men not to tell Herod about the child. 

 
So when they left Bethlehem, they traveled back home by a different road. 

III. The Community Responds to the Word 

*Offertory Hymn 

 #139, (verses 1, 2, 6) “That Boy-Child of Mary” 
Blantyre 
Solo by Enola Yoder Danewitz 

Refrain That boy-child of Mary was born in a stable, 
a manger his cradle in Bethlehem. 

1 What shall we call him, child of the manger? 
What name is given in Bethlehem? [Refrain] 

 


