
Volume 19.2 

Newsletter of THE NEW YORK AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Washington, DC  

Community In the City June 2019 

AVENEWS 

After 17 years of serving as the Senior Pastor and 
Head of Staff at the New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, on Sunday June 2, 2019, Pastor Roger re-
tired from his called ministry at NYAPC. 

The day began with worship at 
10:00 a.m., including the Sacrament 
of Communion and the opportunity 
for anyone in the congregation to 
come forward to re-affirm their bap-
tism at the baptismal font with Pas-
tor Roger.   Kathryn Sparks offered 
a beautiful dance interpretation of 
Psalm 90.  Roger preached on Ro-
mans 12:1-13, reflecting on how, as 
the Church, we are charged to be “in 
the world, with the world, against 
the world and for the world.” 

The Rev. Lyman Smith from the 
National Capital Presbytery 
(Committee on Ministry) shared 
with the congregation about the 
Covenant of Closure, explaining to 
the congregation and Pastor Roger 
that while friendships will surely 
remain between Pastor Roger and 
the congregation, the pastoral rela-
tionship is now dissolved.  The con-
gregation should wish Roger well 
into retirement and not come to him 
for pastoral care or other needs. 

The adult chancel choir commissioned a special 
piece for Pastor Gench by composer Luke 
Ratcliffe.  “Benediction Response” was shared in 
worship based on Roger’s famous benediction, “Lift 
up the brokenhearted, stand with the oppressed, and 
let all of it be in love. Alleluia, Amen.”  A second 
piece, “Hello, People” was part of the reception, a 
more humorous piece featuring some of our favorite 
“Roger-isms,” including “Cruciformity” and 
“Palpable.” 

The reception was wonderfully planned by the  
Diaconal Ministers and the Nurture Committee, led 
by Karen Dunlap.  The program for the reception 
was planned by Miriam Dewhurst, Paul Dornan, 

Stan Engebretson, Paul Gebhard, 
Rev. Tara Spuhler McCabe, Meg 
Neill, Mike Smith, James Spearman, 
and Rev. Alice Rose Tewell.  Rev. 
Spuhler McCabe acted as “MC” for 
the program. 
 
Speakers, including representatives 
from BUILD and Brown Memorial 
in Baltimore, as well as members and 
staff from NYAPC, including Mike 
Smith, Sarah McGinnis, Helen An-
thony, and Raymond Newman, gave 
thanks for the ministry of both Roger 
and Frances Gench at NYAPC. 

Those who were baptized by Roger 
(including many children and a few 
adults) were invited up front to help 
Roger reaffirm his baptism.  The 
History Committee, represented by 
Len Shabman, presented Roger with 
his portrait to be hung among the 
pastors’ pictures in the JQA Room in 
the church. Kathryn Sparks, our Di-
rector of Liturgical Dance, and a fac-
ulty member at Wesley Seminary, 
concluded the program with a com-

munity-engaged dance into the world. 

Roger, we give you thanks for your ministry at 
NYAPC.  We pray that in the years ahead, you will 
have the space to reflect deeply, act boldly, and pray 
fully, doing it all in love.  Thank you! 

With blessings, Alice Rose Tewell 

Pastor Roger Gench Retires 

(continued on p. 2) 
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Kathryn Sparks doing liturgical dance 
Time with Children and Roger 

Phil and Helen Hanna,  Doug House, Kathy and Bob Doan 

Choir singing 

Rev. Beth 
Braxton as 
liturgist 

Whitney McColley singing solo with the choir 

(continued on p. 3) 

(continued from p. 1) 



AVENEWS June 2019 Page 3 

Hello, People!  
(with apologies to Jerry Herman) 

 From the Choir with our love, thanks, and good wishes for the future 

Well hello, People, yes hello, People  

It's so nice to have a cha-ance to explain  

It's cruciform, people, cruciform, people  

That's the go to word for all of us to use today!  

You look confused, people, or bemused, people  

I've been hiking in the Rockies, don't you see, so ...  

Get lost on the path, people, sit on a three-legged 

stool, people  

Make love the palpable word for us always! 

(palpable, palpable, palpable)  

Hello People, well hello People,  

Good to see you in the trenches, with God's grace.  

We've got these wounds, people, but we're not 

doomed people,  

And we're growing stronger at that very broken place!  

 

We hear Jack's scho-la-a-ars sayin' New The-ol-o-gy's 

playin'  

Christ addressing NYA from way back when, so ...  

Take good heed people, serve your neighbors in need, 

people,  

NYA will surely thrive! NYA will surely thrive! 

NYA will surely thrive!  Amen.  

Tara Sphuler McCabe as Master of Ceremonies 

Roger appreciating the song “Hello, People” 

REMINISCENCES: 

Raymond Newman Wilson Golden 

Alice  
reminding 
Roger of his  
Baptism 
by pouring  
water on 
him. 

(continued on p. 4) 
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which will hang in 
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speaks 
for them 
both 
while 
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 The Downtown Day Services Center – 
How We Got Here  

 
    by Paul Dornan and Courtney Spearman 

 
On February 25, 2019, the Downtown Day Services Center (the 
“Center”) officially opened its doors on the Park Level of New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church. Since then, it has operated 
at capacity almost daily, with almost 200 people making use of 
the services and hospitality offered by program staff and volun-
teers. Funded by a DC Department of Human Services grant, 
the Center is operated by the DowntownDC Business Improve-
ment District (BID) in partnership with Pathways to Housing. 
Its doors are open 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM weekdays to persons 
experiencing homelessness or joblessness or in need of other 
basic services that range from hot showers and laundry facili-
ties to health care, case management, housing counseling, and 
legal services.  
 
How did this happen? This article offers a brief history of 
NYAPC’s homelessness mission and progress toward expand-
ing our community to provide a vital service in the heart of the 
city, a short three blocks from the White House. 
 
NYAPC’s Response to Homelessness--Some History  
 
“Coffee hour in the Radcliffe Room has been a social ministry 
as far back as I remember,” the late Reverend Jack McClendon 
once recounted .  Jack went on: “There were people who came 
to the Radcliffe Room who were not members of the congrega-
tion.  For the most part [our guests] would come from the 
neighborhood.  Sometimes they would come to worship, some-
times . . . to church school class, or they hung out in the Rad-
cliffe Room.”  When Paul Dornan arrived at the church in 
1981, Coffee Hour in the Radcliffe Room was the major venue 
for church community building and hospitality. Always, a few 
people from the streets attended, but church members constitut-
ed a majority of attendees.  The place hummed with friendly 
talk, community news, and gossip.  Over time, as the number of 
street people increased, so did discomfort among some in the 
church community.  In Jack’s words, “[T]here was some re-
sistance among the congregation that their coffee hour was be-
ing taken over, and [the church members] no longer felt wel-
comed.  We hope[d] for friendship, but each group stayed on 
opposite sides of the room . . . we assigned Deacons and mem-
bers of the congregation to go into the coffee hour and speak to 
these guests.  Through the years . . . we have been welcoming 
people, whatever their gender, their sexual orientation, their 
dress, their color, whatever, there was a welcome here.” 
 
And so, the Radcliffe Room Ministry became NYAPC’s single 
consistent response to homelessness.  But, across the past 40 
years, some patterns emerged.  One was the evolution of the 
Ministry from a coffee hour for the congregation and guests to 
what has become in large part a program for homeless guests 
and a handful of church members, primarily Deacons.  With 
that progression, food service increased in amount and variety 
and, at the behest of Ella Cleveland, gospel hymns became an 
integral component of the Sunday morning program.  A faithful 
group of volunteers honed their capability to interact intention-
ally and gently with guests.  To aid guests’ search for employ-
ment, the distribution of transportation tokens and small finan-
cial assistance emerged as regular activities.  Most recently, the 

clothes closet has become a popular component of the Rad-
cliffe Room hospitality program. 
 
Patterns also were discernible in the ebb and flow of homeless 
people in the vicinity of the church.  Especially during the 
1990s, for extended periods, people slept nightly in the outside 
stairwells and on sidewalks around the church.  In fact, for a 
few months after the police drove prostitution from Logan Cir-
cle, the church area became not only a gathering place for 
downtown’s unsheltered population but also the hub of DC’s 
prostitution activity.  Similarly, Triangle Park was at times a 
daytime gathering place for homeless people and at other times 
mostly empty. 
 
Another pattern was the ebb and flow of NYAPC efforts, ini-
tially at the instigation of Reverend McClendon and then by 
the Board of Deacons, to respond to homelessness beyond the 
Sunday morning program.  One such effort was Andrew 
House, a transitional housing facility for homeless men found-
ed in 1985.  The house, on the 1300 block of Euclid Street, 
NW, provided housing and supportive services for up to two 
years for five men at a time.  The project was the product of 
cooperation among the pastors of sixteen Presbyterian church-
es in the area, in concert with the Robert Pierre Johnson Hous-
ing Corporation, an organization of National Capital Presby-
tery, that ensured the building’s development.  Social workers 
hired by the Downtown Cluster of Congregations supplied case 
management services for the men, and participating churches 
contributed financially, by serving on the Board, performing 
maintenance, and visiting with residents. Within several years, 
however, the project was discontinued, the property sold, and a 
source of supportive housing lost. 
 
Another aborted effort was to establish what was intended to 
be a mini-day center on the first floor of the church, where the 
men’s bathroom and part of the entryway are today.  That 
1980s initiative, planned to include showers, laundry, and 
space for a visiting doctor, resulted from a survey by the Dea-
cons under the guidance of Jack McClendon of other down-
town churches about how they greeted and served the 
“pilgrims,” as Jack called them.  Canvassers identified an en-
tire spectrum of responses, from Epiphany’s offer of a full 
Sunday breakfast, to churches that posted ushers at the doors to 
keep “them” out.  However, NYAPC’s mini-day center project 
progressed only as far as rough architectural drawings before 
the discovery that Catholic Charities already hosted a similar 
center some blocks away.  
 
One issue that has challenged and at times confounded 
NYAPC over time has been the church's responsibility toward 
the poor people who for decades have gathered in Triangle 
Park. The park adjoins the church, so that what happens there--
trash accumulation, rats attracted by discarded food, any illegal 
activity--directly affects the church.  Although the church feels 
“ownership” of the park, the property always has been under 
the control of the U.S. National Park Service which, not unrea-
sonably, accords little attention to a small pocket park.  The 
question remains:  How can NYAPC respond in any systematic 
way to the needs of those who gather in a park that is not ours? 
Another of NYAPC's principal long-term contributions to our 
homeless neighbors is that the building and its restrooms are 
open to people on the street whenever the building is 
open.  Ironically, NYAPC never formally or definitively  

(continued on p. 6) 
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established that policy, at least to the best knowledge of the au-
thors.  Spence Gibbins recalls that it was during the 1980s that 
the Deacons began to speak of restroom availability as a 
“mission” of the church.  However, there was no talk at that time 
(or since) of supplying funds or other resources to implement 
that mission.  The unspoken consensus throughout the church 
community seems to have been and remains to this day that 
sharing NYAPC restrooms is simply the right and proper thing 
to do.  

 
A New Start: Collaborating with the DowntownDC BID 
 
Conversation with the BID began over the longstanding quanda-
ry of Triangle Park. Still owned by the U.S. National Park Ser-
vice, the park has been managed day-to-day by the BID for sev-
eral years. In early 2017, Reverend Gench and several church 
members met with BID staff to examine proposed plans to reno-
vate the park. For a variety of reasons the church’s response to 
those plans was “no thanks,” but in a follow-up meeting be-
tween NYAPC member Courtney Spearman and BID Deputy 
Director Ellen Jones, it became clear that NYAPC and the BID 
were unified on supporting people in the downtown area who 
are experiencing homelessness. With the anticipated closing of 
McPherson Square for multi-year renovations (scheduled for fall 
2019) and news on the street about the City’s imminent release 
of a request for proposals for a centrally located day services 
center, the time was ripe to dream big.  
 
Finding Alignment 
From late fall 2017 through early winter 2018, the two groups 
engaged in deep conversation about the nature, scale, and scope 
of what they might offer. NYAPC members in these early con-
versations included Tyler Feret, Phil Telfeyan, and Dara Satter-
field (all devoted Radcliffe Room volunteers), Courtney Spear-
man, Rebecca Davis, and both pastors, with Ellen Jones and 
Rev. Linda Kaufman, Director of Homeless Services, represent-
ing the BID. The group considered a weekend-only program that 
would have provided a place for McPherson Square volunteers 
to gather to distribute food. However, it was decided that such a 
program, although it would require little renovation in the 
church building, potentially would disrupt the church's own 
weekend activities. A seven-day program seemed too risky a 
starting place and raised concerns about wear and tear on the 
building.  Eventually, the group settled on a weekday program in 
dedicated space on NYAPC’s Park Level, heavily renovated to 
meet program needs, with comprehensive health and social ser-
vices available for guests. With a solid proposal from the BID, 
NYAPC leadership engaged the Session and Trustees to work 
out the details and brought the congregation into the discussion. 
Tenant contract negotiations ensued (thanks to Trustees Rebecca 
Davis and Ross Coe), just in time for the City to release its Re-
quest for Proposals. Events moved rapidly and prayers for con-
tinued alignment were frequent--and frequently answered. 
 
Constructing Community 
The BID was awarded the City contract mid-summer 2018, with 
an expected launch before hypothermia season--a tall order for 
any organization, especially with the formal contract unsigned 
until Labor Day.  Building work began in early September, with 
design, demolition, and construction underway simultaneously.  
Long-lead items, including an upgraded HVAC system for the 
basement to be provided by NYAPC, rendered a fall opening 
untenable, but the team continued to work tirelessly and undis-
mayed right up to opening day in February 2019. The resulting 

space—a beautiful, dignified, modern, safe, and welcoming 
place—deserved the mayoral ribbon-cutting, tributes, and press 
coverage it generated.  Special thanks are due to NYAPC Church 
Administrator Jasmine Jowers Prout, Pastor Alice Tewell, and 
Rebecca Davis for representing the church during this intense 
and motivating time.  
 
Enhancing Community 
Special thanks also are due to NYAPC church staff, tenants, and 
volunteers who rose—and continue daily to rise--to all the new 
challenges that accompany change.  As the most recent addition 
to NYAPC’s homelessness mission, the Center promises to both 
expand NYAPC’s effectiveness and enhance our community.   
 
Some church members already are working as Center volunteers, 
and sign-ups continue to be encouraged at the volunteer signup.  
A new training session for volunteers is scheduled July 19.  To 
sign up for the training, please visit training signup.  

 

 

 

Jasmine Jowers Prout, Darlyene 
Tokyo Direkston, Center Director, 
David Smoot and Rebecca Davis 
in the construction zone 

Some of the murals un-
covered during construc-
tion 

Park Level under construction 

NYAPC Angels at Center Desk 

(continued from p. 5) 
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Spiritual Exhaustion, Spiritual Imagination 
A Weekend with Shelly Rambo 

by Meg House 
 

How do we, as people of faith, respond to experiences of trauma, 
both in our culture and in the people we care for? Dr. Shelly 
Rambo, our March 23-24 McClendon Scholar, provided thought-
provoking reflections on this question in several talks under the 
umbrella title “Shrinking Souls: Addressing Spiritual Exhaustion 
in an Era of Cumulative Trauma.”  
 
In our culture, trauma is a medical condition, meaning the experi-
ence is seen in one dimension, as pathology, said Rambo. And 
faith traditions have 
often not been help-
ful, shying away 
from displays of 
anger, placating with 
bromides, trying to 
keep unhealed 
wounds below the 
surface. But “Jesus 
the complex healer 
has something to 
say,” said Rambo. 
Our faith should and can speak to trauma, offering holistic heal-
ing. 
 
 “A Distortion in Time” 
Over the last few decades, trauma theory has expanded from psy-
chiatry and psychology across academic disciplines. Rambo’s 
first encounter in lectures at Yale on the trauma of the Holocaust 
led her to ask how her studies at the Divinity School connected. 
Since then, much of her work has focused on military chaplains, 
and she found that many reported that their faith traditions sel-
dom intersected with their practical, clinical training.  
 
Rambo defined trauma in four stages:  
 
            * Begins with an overwhelming event; 
 
            * As a result our systems of adaptation shut down; 
 
            * This leads to a lack of integration of the trauma. Instead, 
 the limbic, “fight or flight” system continues firing apart 
 from the original context; 
 
            * As a result, life is reorganized in an attempt to prevent 
 the continuing experience of the trauma.  
 
For people living with trauma, whom or what they relied on in 
the past no longer works. Perhaps they can function, she said, but 
this “posture of protection doesn’t open us to reconnecting, trust-
ing, loving.” 
 
Trauma isn’t a cognitive experience, she emphasized. It’s a 
“distortion in time … a collapse in experience” that operates 
through our senses. She noted that we often use the word 
“traumatic” to describe the scale of an event, but trauma is not 
about scale. Rather, it’s the degree to which an event stays with 
us.  
 
Moral injury is a newer concept that again is expanding across 

disciplines. In moral injury, the originating cause isn’t an event 
that happened to someone; rather, it is an action in which the 
person participated, such as soldiers following orders during 
war. The response, she said, can be “an injury to the soul,” so 
that in our everyday lives “we operate with moral dissonance, 
… our moral horizon shrinks.” 
 
Collective and Cumulative 
Research has expanded the definition of trauma and moral inju-
ry to include collective and cumulative experiences, applying 
the theories to the impact of a series of events or the experienc-
es over time of a specific population. 
 
Rambo said that the “capacity for retriggering” trauma is high 
in our culture these days.  In her experience, the police shooting 
of Michael Brown in Ferguson was a tipping point, and she has 
seen the result in her classes. “My classroom is rocky these 
days. I’m operating in crisis mode.” She has found that our faith 
traditions and practices can both help and harm. She has learned 
to ask: Is the “God coat” we wear warm, or is it simply heavy? 
 
The challenge for herself, for her students, and for all of us is:  
“In the midst of cumulative trauma, how do we keep our hearts 
open? How do we keep our souls from shrinking?” 
 
A  New Lens 
Rambo’s study of trauma has led her to see people and to read 
the Bible in new ways. Now that she’s attuned to the possibility 
of trauma, she’s become more curious. She used the image of 
an iceberg to illustrate how much could be happening below the 
surface of someone’s behavior. This perspective has made her 
pay attention not only to the words a person says, but also to 
that person’s body and gestures. 
 
How might our faith inform our response? Presbyterians tend to 
be cognitive, she noted, but a cognitive response cannot address 
non-cognitive trauma. “Talking is not going to talk trauma out 
of the body.” Personally, she found help in a non-faith-based 
support group that focused on breathing, and was a little sur-
prised to find “the good news” there instead of with her congre-
gation. She urged congregations to affirm the varieties of ways 
their members might find help, even if they are outside the 
church.   
 
Expecting More of our Biblical Texts 
Inside the Church, she argued that storytelling is one way we 
might respond to stories of trauma. Rambo challenged us to 
expect more of our religious texts. “How do our sacred stories 
meet the stories of our lives?” she asked. How can they expand 
our shrinking moral imagination? We can read our faith stories 
with a “trauma informed lens,” she said, using these four pa-
rameters: 
 

1. The past is not in the past. What happens in these stories 
comes forward in order to become integrated — be-
cause there is ethical work to be done in the present. 

 
2. The body remembers: How might these stories speak to 

us below the surface, not on the cognitive level? 
 
3. The wounds often lie below the surface of these stories 

and of our lives. Often we don’t want to see these 
wounds, but we must acknowledge that they are there.  

(continued on p. 8) 
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4. Healing requires layered work of witnessing difficult 

truths. Can communities witness the wounds, versus 
pushing them down? Too often, we try to “calm the 
animal down. … but the gospels call us to do wound 
work.”  

 
Reading our stories this way expands on the medical model of a 
response to trauma. Our religious traditions are holistic, provid-
ing visions of healing and suffering. Notice what happens in the 
story, she urged. What are people asked to do?  She pointed to 
Jesus showing his wounds to Thomas in John 20. In fact, she 
argued, all four gospels are responses to the trauma of Jesus’ 
death.  
 
“Parables for the Wounded and Wounding” 
Rambo gave a taste of how faith stories and parables can touch 
trauma in her sermon and adult education class on Sunday. 
“Parables arrest our rebuttal just long enough so we say 
‘hmmm,’” she said. They “invite us to turn in a different direc-
tion, to imagine what is there, even when it is invisible to oth-
ers.” 
 
In her sermon, she showed how Jesus’ parable of the fig tree in 
Luke 13:6-9 responds to the protective walls people of his time 
had built in response to traumatic events in their world. The 
disciples do what all of us do at times: in response to tragedy, 
they ask “why” in the hopes that the answer won’t apply to 
them. They take out their “moral calculators,” said Rambo, and 
ask Jesus: Were the victims of these events “worse sinners?” 
But Jesus sees through these calculations, she said. And then, he 
tells a parable, replacing “the spiritual calculus with spiritual 
imagination.” In the story, a master wants to cut down a fig tree 
that has failed to bear fruit. But the gardener insists that the tree 
has potential. Because of the gardener’s spiritual imagination, 
the gardener sees life.  
 
In her Sunday School class, she used a different faith story: a 
vision from the mystic Julian of Norwich that reframed sin from 
a deed against God to the result of our fragile humanity. In the 
vision, a willing servant falls into a ditch, and in the ditch, can-
not see or feel God’s loving gaze.  
 
She ended her sermon with a poem called St. Francis and the 
Sow, in which with each stroke St. Francis brings out the sow’s 
memory of her own loveliness. Life is fragile, and fear can set 
us running for our moral calculators, said Rambo. And “in the 
midst of our running, we can lose sight of our work. The work 
is to reteach things their loveliness.” 
 
She concluded her sermon: “Do not allow your imagination to 
be stolen from you. Reach out your hands. And with the tender 
stroke of a gardener, stir the soil with care, to bring the tree 
back to life.” 
 
 
Dr. Rambo is associate professor of theology at Boston Univer-
sity School of Theology. Her most recent book, Resurrecting 
Wounds: Living in the Afterlife of Trauma, explores the signifi-
cance of resurrection wounds within the Christian tradition as it 
meets contemporary expressions of post-traumatic life in the 
broader culture. 

Ann Davie Exhibits Her Paintings  
by John O'Brien 

 
Ann Davie recently exhibited at the Collington community many 
fine examples of her skill in watercolor painting .  Her beautiful 
art captures the essence of New England waterfront living.  
Views from the porch of a hillside cabin illustrate her ability to 
capture the experience of wooded inlets and rocky beaches during 
dramatic sunrises and sunsets.  Ann sometimes adopts a style that 
suggests the delicate old Japanese rice paper prints.  It was a 
pleasure to be able to see this artistic side of her on view in the 
Clock Tower Building at Collington.    

Participants in the Women's Retreat, Saturday, April 6 led by 
Frances Taylor Gench at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Arlington.  

(continued from p. 7) 
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Session Adopts New Vision & Mission Statements 
by Meg House 

 
On May 14, the Session adopted a credo, vision, mission and 
core values to guide our congregation. These were developed 
by the Vision/Strategy Task Force, which is now drafting goals 
and strategies for NYAPC’s strategic plan. 
 
The Vision/Strategy Team developed this first part of the plan 
through a year-long process of theological reflection, Bible 
study, a graced history exercise, analysis of the results of the 
Church Assessment Tool (CAT), and discussion of the issues 
facing NYAPC. The final statements show how important Mi-
cah 6:8 is to the work of the congregation. In addition, they 
reflect that this work is not our own work, but God’s, and that 
this work is always in process.  
 
During the year, we have incorporated ideas gathered from two 
Sunday School classes and two Congregational Sundays. In 
addition, we have had one-on-one conversations and solicited 
feedback from the various boards of the church. Some specific 
recommendations we incorporated were: to reflect the joy of 
God’s work, to add the word “inclusive,” and to articulate 
Christian learning in our values. 
 
We also heard questions on how this plan will be specific and 
unique to NYAPC, how this will drive financial decisions in 
our church, and how this plan will remain “alive” and not gath-
er dust on a shelf. This first part of the plan begins to answer 
those questions, and the next stage of the planning will further 
respond to those concerns as we move into this transitional 
year after Roger’s retirement.  
 
Feel free to contact any member of the Vision/Strategy Team 
with questions: Miriam Dewhurst, Paul Dornan, Hal Hiemstra, 
Meg House, Olivia Singelmann, Jim Spearman, Sarah McGin-
nis, Edith Holmes Snyder, Rev. Alice Tewell, and Matthew 
Wieseler. 
 
Credo- Expressing God’s Love, Engaging in God’s Justice. 
 
Vision - Following Christ into places of brokenness and joy, 
NYAPC will do justice, treat all with kindness and mercy, and 
walk humbly with God. 
 
Mission - NYAPC is an inclusive community of faith in the 
heart of Washington, DC, furthering God’s transforming work, 
challenging the powerful, standing with the oppressed, lifting 
up the broken-hearted, and making God’s love and justice visi-
ble by welcoming and loving all.  
 

Core Values (Values we strive to live by in everything 
we do): 
 
Foundational Worship - We gather to praise God, just as we 
are, amidst the brokenness of the world, seeking to be trans-
formed by the Word and inspired by the Spirit to bear God’s 
love and justice. 
 
Radical Hospitality - We offer God's inclusive welcome, in-
spired by Jesus' ministry and empowered by God's Spirit to 
provide all a safe place and a spiritual home. 
 

Nurturing Community - We care for one another as God 
cares for us; learning and growing in our faith; nurturing 
deep, lasting friendships; feeding each other’s spirits; and 
reaching out to neighbors near and far. 
 
Prophetic Witness - We seek to be faithful to the justice-
seeking God by witnessing against all that deforms God's 
good creation, so that we might be where God is, at work 
bringing new life. 
 
Joyful Stewardship - We nourish and share our gifts from 
God’s abundance so that we may move boldly forward in our 
common journey of faith. 

Peace Candles 
 

Four visitors to NYAPC took Peace Candles this quarter to 
their home churches in Grand Rapids, Chattanooga, Wash-
ington, D.C. and Nigeria.  They are: 
 

Mary Agbugba 
Holy Trinity OFG 

Nigeria 
 

Gwendolyn Bell 
St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church 

Washington, DC 
 

Steven Kim 
Colony Chapel  

Chattanooga, TN  
 

Patti Sheckler 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 

Grand Rapids, MI 
 

   
The Peace & Justice Committee asks all NYAPC members 
and tour guides to offer the Peace Candles to visitors—and 
please sign the forms—located on the table in the back of the 
Sanctuary. 



AVENEWS Page 10 June 2019 

HISTORY HAPPENS… AT NYAPC 
Jenean McKay 

by Edith Snyder 
As part of the NYAPC History Committee’s “Bicentennial In-
terviews Project,” Marilyn Seiber and Edith Snyder interview 
long-time NYAPC members for the Archives files. Edie inter-
viewed Jenean McKay on May 22, 2019, for this project and 

the article below. 
 

Jenean McKay is insatiably curious – 
a critical trait in a teacher, which is 
what she has been throughout her life 
– first at a high school in her home 
state of Oregon, then with two federal 
agencies in Washington, DC, and for 
more than 52 years with the Commu-
nity Club at The New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church.  
 
Jenean is also deeply faithful and 
principled. From an initial volunteer 
mission trip to St. Louis, Missouri, in the summer of 1959, 
when she was introduced to problems of race, to this continu-
ing issue and other ongoing challenges in the present, Jenean 
has consistently advocated for inclusion and justice. 
 
And Jenean is a trailblazer. She was the first in her immediate 
family to attend college. In 1969, she and longtime member 
Eleanor (Elie) Robins were the first women elected to the 
NYAPC Board of Deacons. (Jenean thanks another longtime 
member, Ronnie Yoder, for prompting that change in church 
governance.) She is also among the first in the congregation to 
greet visitors on Sunday mornings, approaching them with a 
broad smile and a clear interest in knowing who they are and 
what brought them to this church. 
 
Western Roots 
Jenean hails from Oregon, and specifically from Sandy, a town 
her mother’s family had a key role in building. Her great 
grandfather, W.A. Proctor, bought the Clackamas County 
Bank more than 100 years ago and made it a family business 
that today is led by the fifth generation of Proctors, Jenean’s 
cousin Catherine and her sons.  
 
The oldest of four children (including Janet, Joel, and John), 
Jenean “liked everything” growing up. At Lewis and Clark 
College, “I studied flute, participated in sports, thought I want-
ed to be a Certified Public Accountant, and eventually majored 
in business.” When W.A. Proctor died in 1962, he left $1,000 
each to Jenean (known as Punkie) and Janet (forever called 
Chickie), enabling Jenean to earn her master’s degree at Ore-
gon State University, which she needed to continue teaching 
high school in the city of The Dalles, Oregon. 
 
Jenean and her mother and siblings occasionally attended a 
small church in Sandy that was constructed on land donated by 
great grandfather W.A. “The Sandy Community Church tend-
ed to attract fly-by-night ministers,” Jenean recalls, “and one 
night, the minister ‘flew’ with the manse furniture.” The 
church leadership next recruited a committed young Presbyter-
ian minister, who sent then 13-year-old Jenean to a retreat cen-
ter at Menucha on the Columbia River. The center attracted 

professors who introduced her to theology and philosophy. “We 
had vespers every night looking out over the river. After that, I 
realized I had to join the church.”  
 
DC Bound 
Recruited from her university by the US Central Intelligence 
Agency to come to Washington, DC to teach business skills and 
help orient new employees, Jenean arrived in the capital on Labor 
Day 1963 at the age of 25. “I was a [John F.] Kennedy recruit,” 
she says of her decision to leave her family and move across the 
country. “As one of about two Democrats who voted for Kennedy 
in 1960, I had driven around The Dalles with a friend trying – and 
failing – to find a place to celebrate Kennedy’s election. I be-
lieved in his message (what I could do for my country) and want-
ed to be part of his administration.” 
 
The CIA put up all of its new employees at the Meridian Hill  
Hotel,  where Jenean began to make friends. She also discovered 
the robust young adult group at National Presbyterian Church and 
started attending the nightly activities there, where she soon met 
George McKay, an electronics engineer working for a subsidiary 
of Schlumberger. She would go to St. Elizabeths Hospital to play 
bingo with the residents there. Jenean also volunteered at Junior 
Village, a Washington, DC city orphanage. “We would play with 
the children,” Jenean remembers. 
 
Jenean and George were married at National in 1965. By then, 
though, she had discovered just how conservative the church was, 
particularly regarding civil rights. From the pulpit, the senior pas-
tor, Rev. Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, who also served as Chaplain of 
the US Senate, called the federal troops sent to integrate the Uni-
versity of Alabama “agents of the devil.” Says Jenean, “It was as 
if there were two congregations at National at that time – old 
Washington and all the young people.” 
 
Tutoring at NYAPC 
Jenean first became involved at NYAPC through the church’s 
Community Club tutoring program. She and George joined 
NYAPC in 1967, and she went on to serve on every NYAPC 
board (Deacons, 1969-1977; Session, 1986-1988; Deaconesses/
Diaconal Ministers, 1990-1992, and Trustees, 1993-1998).  
 
Both sons George and John were baptized by Rev. Dr. George 
Docherty. As the family prepared for this event, Jenean remem-
bers Dr. Docherty telling her that “this church is supported finan-
cially by secretaries” – intelligent and very capable women, often 
employed by the federal government – among them, Peggy Ev-
ans, Irma Ferguson, Gloria Forbes, Gloria Franke, Frances Gray, 
and Helena Weiss. 
 
Jenean also recalls the critical role the church and its members 
filled when, in 1984, her husband suddenly died. George Jr. and 
John were just 14 and 12 years old, respectively, when they lost 
their father. Young George had gone to White’s Ferry on a hiking 
trip, and member John Quinn and Associate Pastor Rev. Rose 
Mitchell hiked to where he was and brought him home. Joan 
Quinn and now-Rev. Ann Davie stayed with Jenean throughout 
that day, and member Gilbert Anderson, who just happened to be 
at the hospital when George died, let the church know what had 
happened. Rev. Mitchell conducted the service of witness to the  
resurrection and celebration of George’s life. 
 
 

(continued on p. 11) 
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The church remained Jenean’s community as she raised her 
boys and continued to work for the US government, by then at 
the US National Institutes of Health, from which she retired in 
1995. Community Club has been a constant throughout; while 
Jenean no longer tutors, she helps orient the new students eve-
ry fall. She hopes the congregation knows “just how truly 
wonderful this ministry is and how important the scholarships 
are that help these young people with their education, espe-
cially beyond high school.” 

 
As she remembers past pastors, Jenean particularly appreci-
ates the strong organizational skills of Rev. Rob Craig and his 
wife, Sharon. She applauds Rev. Craig’s work to create a  
single adults’ group and Sharon’s initiation of the Alternative 
Christmas Store – both of which continue to this day.  
 
Jenean also deeply values Rev. Roger Gench’s preaching and 
outreach to the community through the Washington Interfaith 
Network (WIN). And she “can’t say enough about [Rev.] Al-
ice [Tewell],” NYAPC’s current associate pastor. Jenean 
highlights the 2019 Youth Sunday Rev. Tewell organized last 
month, noting both the careful rehearsal that morning to en-
sure the service went smoothly and the thoughtful posting of 
the names of youth speakers Alex Moore and Lauren Gillies 
on the bulletin boards outside the church. 
 
Future Focused 
“It’s good to understand our history,” says Jenean, “but I’d 
like to talk about the future of NYAPC.” For Jenean, that fu-
ture needs to include the connections Rev. Gench has built 
between this church and African American congregations in 
the District through the McClendon Scholar-in-Residence 
Program. She has continued that connection personally by 
participating in a weekly Bible study with a group at Metro-
politan African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, where 
she has developed lasting friendships. She also hopes NYAPC 
will remain active in WIN. 
 
For Jenean, the new senior minister of NYAPC needs to con-
tinue to foster an openness to a variety of people, “leaving our 
building to engage individuals who aren’t necessarily part of a 
church community.” Specifically, she would like to see our 
congregation connect with those “who may not be religious, 
but who share our values.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenean is also fun! She is pictured here (right) with her dear 
friend, member Lenora Thierry, in Triangle Park in front of 
the church during a recent Earth Day celebration. 

Youth Sunday 
 

On May 19, 2019 the entire 11:00  a.m. service was led by our 
youth, including music, sermon, prayers, and a reflection on 
Stewardship of the Earth. 

Youth Choir 

Stewardship of the Earth 

(continued on p. 12) 

   (continued from p. 10) 
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Wills Emphasis Sunday 
by Cathy Schultheis, Director of Planned Giving 

 
As part of its Legacy Program of Planned Giving, the Presbyter-
ian Foundation declared Sunday, May 5, 2019  "Wills Emphasis 
Sunday."  Psalm 145:4 reads, "One generation shall laud thy 
works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts."  The 
psalmist indicates that praise is to be intergenerational, passed 
on from one generation to the next.  It is exciting to see this hap-
pening in our congregation today.  Look around you--
grandparents, parents, children, grandchildren--joining in wor-
ship together. 
 
Martin Luther said that it is strange that about every twenty 
years God builds a new church out of little children.  Could he 
be implying that the church is always just one generation away 
from extinction?  The Christian faith must be transmitted or it 
will die; unless one generation praises God's work to another, 
faith will be lost. 
 
Central to wills emphasis is the idea that we can pass our faith 
on to the next generation by teaching and by the use of our re-
sources.  By remembering the church in our wills, by providing, 
even after our deaths, funds to be available for ministries and 
missions which were important to us in life, we can help contin-
ue those things that make for faith.  While we ourselves cannot 
teach the next generation after our deaths, we can make the 
means available to others to do so. 
 
I urge you to use your accumulated resources to carry on to the 
next generation and those that come after it the faith that has 
meant so much to you.  A cartoonist shows three men, one of 
whom has just died.  One survivor asks the other, "How much 
did he leave?" to which the other replies, "Everything!"  You 
see, when we die we are all going to leave everything behind.  
The real question for the faithful is not how much one leaves, 
but where.  Where will your accumulated resources be when 
you have joined the saints eternal? And what good works will 
they make possible for God's children on earth? 
 
Please consider remembering The New York Avenue Presbyter-
ian Church in your will—if it be your will to do so—and by so 
doing, laud God's works to another generation.  Declare His 
mighty acts to those who come after us! 
 
If you would like information about how to make a special gift 
to the church during your lifetime or a planned gift to the church 
upon your death, please call me at 301-622-3149.   

Akira Inoue playing the 
violin in the postlude. 

Penny Wagner and Elliot McCabe leading Time for Children 

Lauren Gillies preaching a sermon entitled “Rest” 

Growing Support of Protests at  
the National Rifle Association 

by Jack Mathison 
 
The Council of Churches of Greater Washington reports that 
the monthly protests at the NRA Headquarters on Waples Mill 
Road in Fairfax, VA have been growing in number with two to 
three hundred each month on the 14th at 10 a.m. (When the 
14th falls on a Sunday the protest is at 2:00 p.m.). Transporta-
tion is available at Thomas Circle, leaving at 9:15 a.m.   The  
protest lasts one hour with return to Thomas Circle by 1:00 
p.m.  Contact Anne Laroche at solo1101@verizon.net to con-
firm your transportation.  Also assisting monthly is Rev. John 
T. Mathison at jmathisonindc@gmail.com. 

(continued from p. 11) 

mailto:solo1101@verizon.net
mailto:jmathisonindc@gmail.com
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Stan wins J. Reilly Lewis Award 
The Choralis Foundation, a choral arts organization based in 

Virginia, is pleased to announce that the recipient of the 2019  

J.  Reilly Lewis Award for outstanding contributions to choral 

music is Dr. Stanley Engebretson. Congratulations! 

Being presented with the award by Gretchen Kuhrmann and 
Beth Lewis, J. Reilly Lewis’ wife (The glass statue is designed 
to look like someone giving a hearty round of applause.)  

TRANSITIONS 
 

BIRTHS 
 
Major James Pozza, nephew of Kyle Pozza, March 13  
 
Benjamin Paul Nowak, son of Alison and Andrew, brother  
of Claire, March 15 
 
Harry Reeves Reasonover, son of Carrie and Stephen Rea-

sonover, brother of Stuart, April 16 
 
Graham Ethan Berry, son of Renee and Craig Berry,  
 brother of Elsa and Genevieve, May 16 
 
Miles Hamilton Lartey, son of Sarah and Leslie Lartey,  
brother of Grace, June 5 
 

BAPTISMS 
 
Quinn Elizabeth Catherine Davis, daughter of Anna  
Elizabeth Murray Davis and William Robert Davis, March 
 31 
 
Huw Thomas Davies, son of Jessica Elizabeth Tate and 
 John Griffith Davies, April 14 
 
Margaret Elizabeth Erb Metcalf, daughter of Megan  
Meredith and Eric Ryan Tiernan Metcalf, April 21 
 
Maxwell Kirkpatrick Parsons, son of Kari and Zachary  
Parsons, May 12 
 
Riley Victoria Mitchell, daughter of Heather and Travis  
Mitchell, May 19 
 
Devam Heff Patel, son of Nancy and Vimesh Patel, June 16 
 

WEDDINGS 
 

Fernando Lopez and Roxana Gonzalez from First 
Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana, Cuba, week of 
March 23  
 
Cheria McMillan and Romell Sweet, May 11 
 

DEATHS 
 
Dwight Pozza, uncle of Kyle Pozza, March 13 
 
Frances Gray, April 29 
 
Bernice White, the mother of Martin White, on May 4 
 
Marvin Hoff, father of David Hoff, week of June 1 
 
Margaret Chun-mei Ying, mother of Evelyn Ying,  
mother-in-law of Greg Lewis, and grandmother of Henry and  
Olivia Lewis, week of June 7 
 
Nancy Dewhurst, wife of Gordon Dewhurst and sister-in-law 
 of Stephen and Miriam Dewhurst, June 10. 
 

 

Stan with Gretchen Kuhrmann, Artistic Director and 
Conductor for Choralis, the organization that spon-
sored the Gala and the award  

Stan with daughter Amber, who flew in from Los 
Angeles to join in the celebration 
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Orquidia Shares Her Story  
 

"Once a child enters this world, it is every mother’s hope to  
make a better life for her family in the best way possible." 

 
Over the Mother’s Day weekend, an op-ed from DMV 
Sanctuary Congregation Network (Now called Con-
gregation Action Network) leader Orquidia Tamara 
Hernandez was published by ScaryMommy.com, a top 
parenting blog. The piece,"This Mother's Day May Be 
My Last - Let Me Spend It With My Son" is re-printed  
below. It touches on Orquidia's hopes to be reunited 
with her detained son after a harrowing journey to the 
U.S. She also shares Rosa Gutierrez Lopez's story of 
electing to remain in sanctuary in hopes of being 
granted asylum. 
 
Please read and share it with your networks. Thank 
you! 
 
My pacemaker is functioning at 4%. This Mother’s 
Day might be my last. Unfortunately, I won’t be able 
to spend it with my only son, Kenneth, who has been 
detained by Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) for almost 18 months. He, in turn, has been sep-
arated from his wife Yeslin, son Allesandro and new-
born baby Dilan, and none of us know when we will 
see him again. 
 
Last December I, my son, expectant daughter-in-law, 
and young grandson crossed into California after flee-
ing Guatemala amid death threats from drug cartels. 
We were immediately detained and separated. My son 
was sent to Georgia, I was detained in California, and 
my daughter-in-law was sent to D.C. where she gave 
birth to my second grandchild. This precious new baby 
is a U.S. citizen. 
 
Though I was eventually released to be with my 
daughter-in-law and grandchildren, my application for 
asylum and my son’s bond have been denied. We 
don’t have the resources to fight back. I’ve applied for 

a work permit which would allow me to have the sur-
gery to repair my heart, but even that has been  
delayed . If I don’t receive the surgery, I likely will 
not survive another year. 
 
Sadly, my case is not unique. Hundreds of children 
and parents have been separated since this past sum-
mer. I can barely stomach the heartache of the chil-
dren that have died at the hands of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. 
 
Nevertheless, I have become an advocate and an activ-
ist for my son and others who are in our situation. I 
have participated in public actions on Capitol Hill and 
at Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Church, where 
Rosa Gutierrez Lopez, a mother of three, has remained 
in sanctuary since December. She made the decision 
to remain in the United States instead of self-deporting 
back to Mexico [El Salvador] last December in order 
to renew her application for asylum. 
 
Rosa wants what every mother wants — to stay and 
care for her three American-born children. She has 
made plea after plea with local and national elected 
officials to help fight her case. Her son and daughter 
have even made visits to Senators Tim Kaine and 
Mark Warner’s offices to deliver their mother’s let-
ters. To see the strength she has demonstrated during 
this time is remarkable, but there are no guarantees as 
to how long she will be able to remain in America. If 
she is deported, this could also very well be her last 
Mother’s Day with her children. 
 
I can’t describe how helpless I feel, at times, when I 
think about the fact that I can’t help my son, who has 
been detained for 16 months, and I can’t help finan-
cially support my daughter-in-law, who I am living 
with right now. We came to this country to make a 
better life for us all, but we feel almost as endangered 
in America as we did in Guatemala. 
 
Once a child enters this world, it is every mother’s 
hope to make a better life for her family in the best 
way possible. Every night I ask God to touch the 
hearts of those who govern this land, and that judges 
be allowed to judge each case, so that that we have 
suffered — and that other migrant mothers 
and families are enduring — may never be undone 
due to the immorality and hatred that is brewing. It is 
my hope that elected leaders use their power to invest 
in love and bring families together. 
 
Editors’ Note: Unfortunately, Orquidia’s son Kenneth 
was deported to Guatemala May 28 despite all efforts 
to stop that deportation. 

https://facebook.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c0cdcadba5308d99eb95ab44&id=615aa267b7&e=1ac418b5fb
https://facebook.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c0cdcadba5308d99eb95ab44&id=cf682940a3&e=1ac418b5fb
https://facebook.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c0cdcadba5308d99eb95ab44&id=cf682940a3&e=1ac418b5fb


AVENEWS June 2019 Page 15 

NYAPC Spends Holy Week and Easter 
with First Havana 

 
by Marilyn Seiber 

 
On April 15-22, 2019, a NYAPC 24-member delegation had 
the privilege of spending Holy Week and celebrating Easter 
with the congregation of our partner church, First Presbyterian-
Reformed Church of Havana.  We were thrilled to participate 
in the worship services on Good Friday (Holy Friday in Cuba) 
and Easter Sunday worship.  We had new experiences but also 
participated in the traditional mission and outreach programs of 
the church. 

 
On our first day, Rev. Ann 
Davie taught an art painting 
class to adults, while Susan 
Tilt led a sewing class that 
had been requested by Rev. 
Hernández.  Susan led an-
other sewing class the next 
day, and both Susan and 
Ann conducted a children’s 
art class.  Both Ann and 

Susan brought the materials for the classes.  That afternoon, 
Rev. Rick Snyder led the weekly prayer group in meditation.  
Following the prayer group, 
at  the weekly School for 
the Elderly, Betsy Merritt 
and Marilyn Seiber led the 
class on “NYAPC in Wash-
ington, D.C.” that showed 
with a slide show and 
presentation the history of 
NYAPC in Washington, 
D.C., President Lincoln’s 
worship at NYAPC, and 
photos of the annual NYA 
wreath laying at the Lin-
coln Monument.  They discussed the Community Club out-
reach, the McClendon Center, the Radcliffe Room Ministry, 
and the new Downtown Day Services Center for the homeless 
– all with wonderful photos!  Betsy and Marilyn then described 
what it was like to live in Washington, D.C.—Presidential mo-
torcades, demonstrations and marches, Presidential inaugura-
tions—and NYAPC’s role in these.  The “finale” was beautiful 
photos of Washington, D.C.  monuments, cherry blossoms, the 
Capitol, the National Cathedral, and the Potomac River
(compliments of The Washington Post).   
 
The second night, Katherine Leiden and her sister Emily orga-
nized and led “Game Night”, where congregation members and 
the delegation played games that allowed us to interact—
especially a rollicking session of ‘musical chairs.”  Oh, and we 
had lots of candy with each game!  The third night we were 
treated to a beautiful Choir Shalom Concert in the sanctuary, a 
famous Cuban choir whose performance was superb. 
 
On the fourth day, Marilyn Seiber led with Pastor Liudmila the 
Bible study that Rev. Frances Gench had prepared, with photos 
of paintings representing Jesus and Mary Magdalene in the 
garden after the stone of the tomb had been rolled away.  Rev. 
Gench had led the same Bible study on Palm Sunday, and the 

members of First Havana engaged in a lively and thoughtful 
discussion on the passages from the Gospel of John. 
 
On Good Friday, the delegation divided into three groups to 
visit elderly members of First Havana and to share in com-
munion led by the pastors in the group.  Good Friday worship 
was meaningful and beautiful.  Rev. Hernán-
dez with Susan Tilt (and Anne Laroche and 
Marilyn Seiber assisting) retired the Com-
munion Table cloth and paraments. The three 
pastors in our group—Parish Associate Rev. 
Ann Davie, Associate Pastor Rev. Katie 
Strednak Singer, retired pastor Rev. Rick 
Snyder—were asked to give three of the six 
meditations for the service, while a member 
of Immanuel PC sang two solo hymns.   
 

On Easter Sunday, we 
worshipped at the Sunrise 
Service in the patio. Easter  
worship was equally beau-
tiful and meaningful.   
Susan Tilt, with assistance 
from Mitch Fulton of Pil-
grims PC, presented and 
helped Rev. Hernández 
dress the Communion Ta-

ble and lecterns with the Easter coverings that were made by 
Susan and were a gift from NYAPC.  She then surprised Rev. 
Hernández with a matching stole.  We then gave Easter greet-
ings  to First Havana from our churches.  The pastors in our 
group and Elder Seiber assisted with communion, which was 
another gift of participation.   
 
On Easter evening, our final night, we had our usual “staff 
appreciation night” at dinner for the First Havana staff with 
gifts and speeches from the delegation.  Then Villazul Band—
some of whose members are part of First Havana’s congrega-
tion—treated us to a night of their wonderful music.  It was a 
grand finale to a joyful and moving Holy Week and Easter 
with our church partners! 

Left: Gifts of Com-
munion Table cover 
and paraments 
 
Below left: Rev. Her-
nández singing on 
Good Friday 
 
Below right: Rev Her-
nández singing on 
Easter (wearing gift 
stole) 
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Immanuel Presbyterian Accompanies  
NYAPC to Cuba 

by Sallie Casto 

 
Nine members of Immanuel Presbyterian Church in McLean, 
Virginia were grateful to be part of The New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church delegation that visited First Havana Pres-
byterian during Holy Week 2019.  This is the first time that 
Immanuel has participated in this ongoing relationship and 
trip; we so appreciated NYAPC including us.  Of our group of 
nine, only three of us had visited Cuba before. 
 
We were inspired by the 
amazing ministry of First 
Havana, serving their 
urban community in such 
a variety  of ways.  Their 
ministries include a doc-
tor and psychologist on 
staff, a library and librar-
ian that serve dozens of 
children in the area, and 
tai chi classes for the 
elderly.  Several elderly 
members of the church 
explained how they 
served as hosts for “The 
Open Sanctuary” project, 
whereby the church wel-
comes passersby.  These 
elders take shifts to an-
swer questions and wel-
come visitors. This is an 
important ministry to these elderly members, some of whom 
travel for over an hour on a bus to do this volunteer work for 
their church and community. 
 
We were so impressed by Pastor Liudmila Hernández’s grace 
and leadership of First Havana.  She embodies Christ’s love to 
a diverse congregation and serves them in many ways: teach-
ing, preaching, singing and caring for them.  We were very 
touched by the opportunity she arranged for us to go to the 
homes of several housebound elderly members and serve com-
munion to these ailing members of First Havana.   
 
We were amazed and energized by the wide variety of holy 
music performed over the course of the Good Friday and Easter 
church services.  Between First Havana’s choir, the Praise 
Choir with Pastor Liudmila joining in, and the choir of medical 
students from Africa, the music filled our hearts. 
 
We loved the playfulness of the congregants and visitors to 
First Havana.  In playing games like musical chairs and cha-
rades (in another language, no less), we discovered folks of all 
ages who are fun … and competitive!  And the musical group 
Villazul that performed on our last night, along with the enthu-
siasm of the group, motivated even the uncoordinated among us 
to get out on the dance floor!  
 
We enjoyed the beautiful sites around Cuba that we were able 
to see on our bus tours in the area, including the historic area, 
the old forts, the amazing statue of Jesus, and the Málecon. Art-

ist Jose Fuster’s Fusterlandia was stunning.  And of course, the 
colorful, well maintained old automobiles were a big hit! 
 
We found the people we stayed with to be very welcoming and 
friendly.  We will always remember the faithfulness and resilien-
cy of the First Havana congregation and its leaders.  Living in 
very stressful conditions, they opened their doors and hearts to 
us, and we will always have a special place in our hearts for 
them. May God bless the people of First Havana and of Cuba.  
 
In Christ’s love, members of Immanuel Presbyterian Church in 
McLean, Virginia 

Senior tai chi in the courtyard 

Puzzles with the children 



AVENEWS June 2019 Page 17 

Cuba Supply Drive 2019 – Best Ever! 
by Aryn Myers 

 
This year was the fifth annual Cuba Partners Committee (CPC) 
Supply Drive! Each year the supply drive success has increased, 
and 2019 was no different. Our partner church in Cuba is La 
Primera Iglesia Presbiteriana-Reformada de la Habana, First 
Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana, or First Havana for 
short. Similar to NYAPC, First Havana supports a tremendous 
amount of outreach in the community surrounding the church. 
Our annual trip brings supplies in support of several of their 
local ministries, mainly distributing clothing, medicines, and 
toiletries.  
 
As in all previous years, First Havana provided us a list of their 
top priority needs. Due to the U.S. trade embargo, it is extraor-
dinarily difficult and/or very expensive to get over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, home goods, and even basic toiletries. Our 
donations of these items, along with clothing, toys, and light IT 
equipment (USB drives, cords, cables) will be distributed to the 
congregation and local community as needed. 
 
As in the past, other congregations from across the presbytery 
often join NYAPC on the Cuba trip. This year’s trip included 
members – and supply contributions – from Church of the Pil-
grims in D.C. and the Immanuel Presbyterian Church in 
McLean, Virginia.   
 
Throughout the month of March, donations were collected at 
NYAPC, Pilgrims, and Immanuel Pres. Several trip members 
went above and beyond and set up their own personal  
collections outside of church to bring in even more supplies! 
Suitcases to carry items to Cuba were also collected as dona-
tions and from Goodwill. While direct mail does now exist be-
tween Cuba and the US, it is very expensive and extremely 
slow. Thus it is still more expedient to bring as much as possi-
ble when we go in person. 
 
All contributions were assembled in the NYAPC Radcliffe 
Room for a “packing party” on April 3. Trip participants first 
“unpacked” all the donations, sorting out contents into different 
tables for various items. All medicines and vitamins were un-
boxed to make for lighter shipping. Clothes and home goods 
were sorted, with colder temperature clothes separated out for 
donation to the Radcliffe Room clothing closet. In the end there 
were 19 suitcases, the same as 2018. But the suitcases were 
larger and definitely packed to the gills! This included one 
stuffed just with food items, candy, and art supplies. Here are 
some other highlights: 

 Nutritional supplements 
Pre-natal/probiotics 
9 vitamin D 
4 vitamin E 
12 vitamin C 
8 omega 3/fish oil 
16 calcium 
And 41 bottles of multi-vitamins! 

 
Since there were so many bottles of medicines it became 

easier to pack them in 1-gallon plastic bags, which will no doubt 
be reused and recycled by our friends in Havana. The medicine 
contributions resulted in the following “bag count:” 

1 Aleve 
8 ibuprofen 
1 cortisone 
1 Neosporin 
1 hemorrhoid cream 
2 cold medicines 
3 aspirin 
3 allergy medicines 
6 acetaminophen 
9 stomach/intestinal medicines 
 

We also filled two bags with toothbrushes and four with various 
sizes of toothpaste. Some smaller sizes were used to pack 11 
bags of mixed first aid products. There were so many other toi-
letries it became impossible to count! Gratefully, we had the 
same “problem” with the piles of clothes, shoes, sheets, and 
towels. Fortunately, the clothes, sheets, and towels make for 
super packing materials to balance out the heavier items, so the 
“problem” was quickly resolved.  
 
All participants were enthusiastic in prepping and assembling, 
so the whole packing event was over in no time. This enthusi-
asm was potentially tempered in getting the hand-carried suit-
cases down to Havana! But our dear friends there will be able to 
use these donations to support their own local ministries. We 
are blessed to have a partnership with such common goals for 
community involvement. Because the Cuban government re-
cently enacted nationwide reductions in rations, the supplies are 
needed more than ever. 
 
In closing, the Cuba Partners Committee is very grateful to the 
congregations of NYAPC, Church of the Pilgrims, and Immanu-
el Presbyterian for their generous support of the 2019 drive. 
Stay tuned for information about the 2020 event! 

(continued on p. 18) 
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Rev. Liudmila Hernández Coming to NYAPC 

by Marilyn Seiber 
 

Rev. Liudmila Hernández, pastor of First Presbyterian-
Reformed Church of Havana since January 2018, will visit 
NYAPC from June 27 to July 5, 2019 following the annual 
meeting of the PCUSA Cuba Partners Network in New Orleans 
the previous week.  Rev. Hernández will preach on Sunday, 
June 30, as well as lead an Adult Christian Education class to 
discuss First Havana and the situation in Cuba as it affects 
churches.  The Cuba Partners Committee will host a reception/
luncheon in Peter Marshall Hall, where the congregation will 
have an opportunity to meet and speak with her. She may give a 
brief presentation that will allow the congregation to ask ques-
tions. 
 
Rev. Hernández will be in Washington, D.C. for Fourth of July 
celebrations and will also visit other Presbyterian churches that 
have visited First Havana with the NYAPC delegations. 
 
Mark your calendars.  Meet Rev. Hernández and hear her 
sermon on June 30. 

Presbyterian Synod in Lebanon Makes 
Urgent Plea for Refugee Schools 

by Marilyn Seiber 
 
In April 2019, Rev. Elmarie Parker, PC(USA) Regional Liai-
son to Iraq, Syria and Lebanon, forwarded to The New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Church an urgent plea sent to Presbyteri-
an Church partners from the National Evangelical 
(Presbyterian) Synod of Syria and Lebanon (NESSL).  For 
three years, NESSL has successfully managed six refugee 
schools with an enrollment of 750 students in Lebanon. They 
have been self-sustaining until financial difficulties at the end 
of 2018 led to a deficit of $127,144.  They were unable to pay 
April salaries and did not know if the schools could be main-
tained for two months until the end of the school year in June.  
NESSL decided to close two schools and continue with four 
schools beginning in the fall, for which expenses will total 
$305,000 for the academic year.  NESSL wrote to ask partners 
for any financial help possible, especially to keep the schools 
open until the end of June, the most immediate need.   
 
The Peace and Justice Committee answered the call with a 
$1,000 donation being forwarded to NESSL via The Outreach 
Foundation.  We hope this will contribute to meeting the defi-
cit needs until the end of the school year.  

Clothing,shoes and home Goods 

Suitcases ready 
to go 

Suitcases and 
travelers 

(continued from p. 17) 
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Table Banking in Njoro 
by Francis Muchemi  

 
The March edition of AveNews told about the beginning of a Ta-
ble Banking program in Njoro.  This program educated people 
about starting a small business and provided them with small 
loans to get started.  In that issue, we followed the stories of some 
of those people.  This issue is a report of more stories about new 
entrepreneurs. 
 
With follow up in place we continue to see a lot of improvement 
in various businesses that the parents chose. They are improving 
step by step and seeking counsel when they need. 
 
Below are some of them who were visited on 14

th
 of April 

2019.  
 
The first business is run by Margaret Wanjiru Muigai, caretaker 
of Lucas Ngaca.  She sells vegetables at the Njoro market and has 
added more, including starting another business of selling door-
mats that she makes on her own and sells. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The second business is run by Hannah Njeri Ngururi, caretaker of  
Ann Njeri Wambui. She is a farmer who keeps sheep. She added 
more sheep with the money that she was given. She says that she 
has more space to add more, take care of them and then sell them 
later.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The third business is run by Margaret Mmbone, caretaker of Peter 
Mburu.  She has made customers from the neighborhood. She 
does not have to go to the market or outside. Her neighbors come 
and get charcoal from her home. She says she has started small 
but she knows she is going to progress well. In the photo, she is 
explaining how she does her work.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The fourth business is run by Rasoha Kaduka, the caretaker of 
Purity Kaduka.  She sells fruit and she is doing well. Her custom-
ers are mostly passers-by from town. 
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OVC Children’s Essays 
 

 

Notes on OVC  Status 
Based on Report from Susan Wambugu  

 
Age range: 13 – 23 
 

Current Grade Level 
All the children attend school.  Most are in a grade appropriate 
for their age, but a few are behind, due to previous neglect. 
 
Elementary School (grades 1-8): 10 
Secondary School (grades 9-12): 16 
College: 7 
 

Sanitation 
All the families have an outside toilet with some kind of shelter.  
Some of them are shared with neighbors.  One of the children has 
been taken in to live with an elder of the church who has indoor 
plumbing. 
 

Water Supply 
Of the children’s families, four have tanks for saving rainwater, 

two have access to an outside tap provided by the government, 

and one gets water from a nearby college.  The other 25 carry 

water from a borehole or well (usually paying for it).  The aver-

age time from the house to the well is 20 minutes, but it ranges 

from ten to 40 minutes.  

 

(full report available upon request from   

vonfleck@starpower.net ) 

mailto:vonfleck@starpower.net

