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News from the Trustees
by Tom Dunlap

In addition to planning for NYAPC’s new HVAC, the
Trustees have recently created the Arts Advisory Task
Force (AATF). This group is exploring the intersection
of visual art and our congregation, originally inspired by
McClendon Scholar in Residence Kelly Brown Douglas
and prophetic thinker Miriam Dewhurst.
After a conversation with Jasmine Jowers, our Church
Administrator, and Cheria McMillan, our Office Associate, I realized that during the week and on the weekend,
the people that our visitors see first are our staff. First
impressions do matter, and our staff at the front desk and
all over the building do their best to help visitors and
make them feel welcome. But Jasmine and Cheria
sensed that visually, our church, particularly in our lobby,
does not project a diverse identity.
To advance that effort, the AATF is planning ways to
energize and diversify the art in our lobby and in our
Sanctuary. Here are pictures of the four banners that
have been mounted in the Sanctuary for Advent and now
Lent. What do you think?
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Organ Update
by Eric Slaughter

The beautiful Schlueter Organ is currently playing
reasonably well, but remains at risk. The organ team
has taken many positive and aggressive measures,
including the ongoing experimental use of existing air
handling capacity, the new boiler, and the outside air.
Level I of the vault has been cleaned. HEPA filtering
has been added in the vault and to the outside air for
the entire church. Further cleaning, inspection and
repairs are being planned. Tuning must be conducted
more frequently than in the past. The organ builder is
not yet certain of how much damage was done because of last year’s AC failures, radical changes in
temperature and humidity, and of course, a significant
mold outbreak. We can be sure that damage was
done.
The Trustees have decided to attempt a fix of the existing AC compressors, cooling tower, pumps, and air
handlers, as opposed to temporary rental of a standalone portable chiller. However, the weather is not
cooperating. We are experiencing broad variations in
outside temperature and humidity, which makes it
difficult to manage conditions for the organ without
AC. Of course, spring is soon to be upon us.
Tom Dunlap is heading an excellent committee that is
addressing building conditions each day. Our small
staff is performing tasks well beyond the call. Tom is
supervising the installation of a portable home dehumidifier on Level II of the organ to help remove
moisture continuously if needed. This action will be a
big help but is no substitute for efficient air conditioning for the summer.
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There is an ongoing effort to locate all ducts and
dampers in the air handling system so that that system
can be properly managed. There have been many
modifications to the building over the years, and we
do not have “as built” plans for most of the projects.
The Park Level is the biggest challenge. If there are
any members who were actively involved in that major modification, please contact Eric Slaughter, 202689-5707.

Note: All words anywhere in this issue typed in blue with
underlining are actually hyperlinks or email addresses
and can be accessed by clicking on them.
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NYAPC Youth Group
By Sarah McGinnis

On Sunday February 25, we had our first youth group gettogether! We met after the second service to decorate
cookies and play games. The original plan was to go ice
skating, but unfortunately, the weather didn’t cooperate.
We didn’t let a little rain stop the fun. We had a blast baking and decorating cookies. While we were waiting for
the cookies to bake, we played heads up and brainstormed
ideas for future youth group gatherings.
Our next get together was to be on March 11. We will try
to go ice skating again and we are hoping the weather
cooperates this time. All youth 5th-12th grade are invited
to come! For more information, email Sarah McGinnis
swmcginnis15@gmail.com
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A World Uprooted: Responding to Migrants,
Refugees, and Displaced People
The Presbyterian Office of Public Witness invites everyone to attend its annual Compassion, Peace and Justice
Training Day. Gather with fellow Presbyterians as we look at how our church and our partners are confronting
white supremacy and nativism while supporting refugee and migrant populations in our country and abroad. In
plenaries and workshops we will analyze our current context and offer concrete tools for members and their congregations to address these urgent issues. We will learn how we build a unified public witness of subversive love
amidst the abuse and hatred running rampant in our country.
Date: Friday, April 20
Time: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location: NYAPC
Registration Cost: $85 (increased to $95 after March 30)
To get more information or to register go to https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peacejustice/washington/advocacy-training-weekend/
Some volunteers are needed to help with logistics (about two hours each). Volunteers can attend sessions without paying when they are not working. If interested, get in touch with Fritz von Fleckenstein
vonfleck@starpower.net.
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Billy Graham and Rev. Dr. George
Docherty: The New York Avenue
Presbyterian Church Connection
by John A. O’Brien

(Originally published in Presbyterian Outlook)
http://pres-outlook.org/2018/03/billy-graham-georgedocherty-new-york-avenue-presbyterian-churchconnection/
Billy Graham, the most prominent Christian preacher of the 20th
century and pastor to several United States presidents, died on
February 21, at the age of 99. Graham spoke the word of God
before millions of people who attended his revival-style
“crusades,” and many more millions through his innovative use
of television as an evangelical tool. In his efforts to extend his
ministry, Graham engaged with many traditional church pastors.
He had a particularly strong connection with Rev. Dr. George
M. Docherty, the pastor of the New York Avenue Presbyterian
Church from 1950 to 1976.
George Docherty was skeptical when he received an invitation
to meet Billy Graham at a revival scheduled for January 20,
1952 in the Washington, D.C. National Guard Armory. He had
been aware of Graham since his breakthrough revival in Los
Angeles in 1949 that attracted 350,000 souls to the “canvass
cathedral,” a huge tent that had been erected for the eight-week
event.1 Revivals are not part of the Presbyterian tradition and
Docherty was suspicious that this was more about marketing
than redemption.
But Docherty accepted the invitation and, still unsure of the
message his presence would convey, took his place on the stage.
There he enjoyed the choir singing and “the basso profundo
voice of George Beverly Shea,” inviting people to come “talk
with Jesus and be told we are His own.” Now enthralled, Docherty soon became aware of a hand stretched out to him. “I’m
Billy Graham. I believe you are Dr. George Docherty. I am so
glad you have found the time to be with us this afternoon.” Graham told two quick anecdotes about his connections with Docherty’s native Scotland, then moved on to the lectern.
Billy Graham paused to survey the large crowd before him in
the cavernous Armory and requested that he have everyone’s
full attention. He then launched into his sermon. Docherty described that he was “both bewildered and dazzled” by what he
saw and heard. The hopeful message of God’s love was powerful, and the delivery at rapid fire pace was overwhelmingly successful. Docherty reflected on his own ministry and preaching
and thought that he came up short by comparison. He believed
that while his own sermons were more academically grounded
and structurally effective, that what he heard Billy Graham do
was “reveal the Word hidden within the words of scripture.”
Docherty was moved by the unalloyed spirituality of Graham’s
delivery that went to the heart of Christian belief and devotion.
Unitarian leader Rev. Dr. A. Powell Davies was not so impressed with the Billy Graham crusade. He wrote a letter to the
Washington Post complaining that Graham was encouraging
people to leave things in God’s hands when they should be more
active in getting rid of some of the hell on earth. “We need a
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religion,” he wrote, “not of escape but of courage.” George
Docherty took up the defense with his own letter suggesting that
the perceived deficiencies were more in the Unitarian’s unwillingness to accept fully “the Revealed Truth of God in Holy
Scripture.” Davies described his disagreement as about “simple
adherence to the religion of Jesus rather than the religion about
Jesus as exemplified by Billy Graham and George Docherty.”2
Billy Graham called Docherty the day his letter to the Post was
published to invite him to lunch. They met in a small diner near
the New York Avenue church where Graham thanked the Presbyterian for his support at a time when “my ministry is passing
through a critical stage.” The friendship that began here would
include numerous visits and acts of kindness throughout the
years of Graham’s active ministry.
When Graham would call on President Eisenhower, and later
Nixon, he would also visit Docherty at the manse on Cathedral
Avenue in Woodley Park. They would have tea and talk about
their ministries in Docherty’s study. Sometimes their conversations would continue over a round of golf. When Billy told
George of the plan for his first overseas crusade in Britain, Docherty insisted that he also hold one in Scotland the following
year.
Docherty knew many pastors in Scotland and wrote them to
promote the Billy Graham Tell Scotland crusade of 1955. Over
five weeks of revival meetings, more than one million people
attended Billy’s preaching. Busy as he was with the massive
outpouring of interest, Graham still made time to visit Docherty’s mother in Glasgow. On his return to the U.S., Billy
shared with Docherty many of the letters he had received from
Scots churchmen. Docherty was amazed to see that so many of
his old colleagues in the sedately conservative Church of Scotland were as taken as he was with Billy Graham’s talent for
injecting such vibrancy in the Word and bestowing new strength
and power to those preachers who heard him.
Docherty would continue to help with upcoming crusades and
assisted by offering prayers to open the Madison Square Garden
Crusade in 1957. Docherty made national news when he spoke
out against organizations that were urging people not to attend
while predicting that crowds will “throng,” to the crusade.3
Docherty used the opportunity of his Mother’s Day sermon of
1957, the week before the crusade opening, to describe the importance of Graham’s ministry to all Christians. Though Graham’s means were unconventional, Docherty argued, he is
skilled at delivering Christ’s message just where sinners are
abundant.4 At a second Washington revival in 1958, Docherty
let his church serve as the crusade headquarters.
Docherty described Graham’s struggles with biblical authority.
Was the Bible to be accepted as the literal, dictated word of
God; was the earth created in six days? Or, was it inspired by
the Holy Spirit through men who interpreted through their own
language use, thought forms and literary fashions of the places
and times in which they were written? Docherty had been part
of Graham’s interactions with learned authorities who urged less
literal interpretations of scripture. Docherty had hoped that Graham would be the one person who could heal the breach between the Bible Belt South and the more liberal North. But
Graham would not engage in such academic controversies.
These were questions that Graham acknowledged he could not
(continued on p. 5)
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answer,

answer, saying only, “I just know what belief, without question,
without reserve, has let God do in my life.”
Docherty and many of his pastor friends would acknowledge
that after hearing Graham preach, they had found new strength
and power for their own ministries. Docherty began to question
whether his sermons were too analytic and logical. He worried
that they conveyed his own need for sophistication over the unstinting love of God. For Docherty, the essence of ministry is
described in 1 John 4:7, from which he observed that “it is in
loving one another that our knowledge of God grows.”5 Docherty remained consistent in his learned preaching style, but
always considered that his Christian witness and revelatory parables grew stronger because of his appreciation for the nation’s
leading evangelist,
Billy Graham.
Billy Graham
and George Docherty at the
Black Mountain
Golf Course,
Montreat, North
Carolina
(summer 1954).

___________________________________________________
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David Powell (history
committee) with the
NYAPC wreath at the
Lincoln Memorial. David represented the
church at the national
Lincoln Birthday
celebration on Feb. 12.
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Reflections on the Shootings in Florida
by Eric Slaughter

(On February 14, seventeen students of the Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida
were killed with an AR-15 semi-automatic rifle wielded
by former student Nikolas Cruz)

February 15

Sweet children have died and still suffer right now:
Fellow advanced citizens, parents, and children, from
the information coming in, we all know that Cruz fell
through the cracks in mental health treatment, child
services, etc., and he fell through the background
check gap for his AR-15 because he was treated voluntarily. There were missed cues, but he was on many
watch lists. So, what could we do to help?
First let us understand that the good people of Florida
and Broward County already know that their mental
health system needs work. The State is last in the nation in mental health services. There is not enough
money to meet the needs they have already identified.
Cruz and his family needed help and asked for it. Cruz
and his little brother were adopted. But then the father
died and the family had to be separated because they
could not afford to keep the house. This scenario
would leave most of us traumatized. Cruz was unable
to function in normal daily tasks. He probably felt
abandoned, isolated, depressed, and "bullied."
So, to help, we can all watch all children closer for
such signs of mental, emotional and behavioral
collapse and act on what we see. We can place increasing priority on getting Broward County and all communities with failed mental health treatment capacity
additional financial and professional resources now.
We can support asking our own member organizations
and churches to identify and support families in crisis.
We certainly need to close the voluntary mental health
treatment exemption for weapon background checks.
And here is a good thought question for all of us who
want to help these wonderful children heal: who is
making sure that Cruz's little brother and his mother
will get the help they need? Their lives are no less destroyed, right? Yes, we need to address gun control and
that battle is raging on. Perhaps realizing that all of us
probably have some form of mental quirkery will open
the door to more dialogue about trauma, stress, anxiety, isolation, depression, and lack of self-esteem in the
lives of so many, and now, even so many more in the
Parkland community.
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February 16 -- morning

Messages from our children: I was given a number of
gifts this morning. First, my wife told me that if I
needed to volunteer in Parkland, to go with her blessings. She is a great chaplain and counselor herself and
knows intimately what my skills are as a therapist. It
was wonderful to hear her words.
Second, my colleague Bill Hanlon, who fostered and
grew the techniques of Solution Focused Brief Therapy and permissive hypnosis, wrote to encourage his
colleagues to promote "evocative" techniques that recognize and call upon a client's own abilities and resilience to begin changing and healing.
Third, a number of friends blew up my Facebook with
remarkable words of perception and grace about Parkland, acknowledging the spiritual context of this case
for Cruz, the children, the parents, and all of us. One
of the most profound and moving spiritual statements
was from a patriotic veteran friend who is a champion
of the Second Amendment. He and others poetically
called out and exposed evil and Lucifer.
So, what shall I do with these remarkable gifts? Without actually making a choice, I began to listen to the
voices of our children. What would the Parkland dead
be saying? So, I listened, and sure enough they are
speaking to me and all of us still here. As usual, the
children always provide solutions to their woes. Listen. What are you hearing? Post the conversations that
you hear from them. Don't worry if it sounds crazy;
our inner voices and theirs seldom come in complete
sentences. If your ears are still too numb, then just imagine what you might want to say if you were a victim. Tell us please.

February 16 -- afternoon

Friends, as I said earlier today, Nick Cruz was on
many watch lists. The FBI says that they failed to take
a citizen report about Cruz seriously. My guess is that
the report came from someone close to Cruz. The sadder thing is that he never knew that there were people
who cared that much. It's too late now.
From this child, we are bound to learn much about the
psychopathology that children can suffer. Shall we
then act on that knowledge, and how? At least, we
cannot leave children alone, unattached, and dysregulated, and we must take great pains to make sure that
they know the difference between a respectful reality
and the fantasy of "screen time." If Cruz was indeed
(continued on p. 7)
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already killing animals when he was younger, we
know now that if a child is doing this, certain and informed action must be taken at once. "It takes a village."

February 16 -- evening

So, Florida Governor Scott is boldly changing his tone
on gun control, promising to have hard conversations
with his legislature. Great. However, I fear that these
folks will beat this drum again, making a loud noise to
avoid the much harder subject of Florida's abysmal
mental health programs. I must add (sorry) that Florida is one of 22 states that rejected expansion of Medicaid when they had the chance.
In states that expanded, one of the first things that
changed was access to mental health care for children
whose parents had no insurance or inadequate insurance. Those states that expanded Medicaid rank higher
in mental health than those that did not expand. "A
high overall ranking indicates lower prevalence of
mental illness and higher rates of access to care." Florida is 33rd. See rankings at http://
www.mentalhealthamerica.net/issues/ranking-states. If
your state is not in the top 30 or so, well, I guess we
have work to do. But honestly, there is much more to
be done than throwing money at problems. In this
country, it will be the citizens themselves, each of us,
who make the difference. Learn, study, discuss, vote!

February 19 -- evening

Me: A high power semi-automatic with a large clip.
Everybody wants this gun. The kid bought the gun as
he was 19 with no record, and he had no waiting period. Designed about 1957 to replace M-1 and later M14 (Army didn't take it) and manufactured by Colt.
Fast reload for combat purposes.
Dad: Damn. Why would anybody in this country want
that? Is there a civil war again? This does not make
sense to me; I went through hell trying to save lives in
America so you kids could grow up without fear.
Me: Yes, Pop. It's a mess, I am so sorry that we let you
down. (No comment from Dad.)
Dad: I am glad I left all my combat guns in Europe.
You quit shooting, right, Son?
Me: Yes, Sir, right after I quit hunting when I was 13.
Dad: Good Son, you know I got to hate guns. Remember that my daddy, your grandfather, got mad when we
gave you boys toy guns?
Me: Yes, Pop. What should I do here, what would you
do?
Dad: You know I voted conservative, but this is not political. I would do just exactly what a decent American
would do. Make damned sure that every gun owner is
a safe and responsible user, all guns should be registered, and nobody should own assault weapons. That's
for use by the soldiers, period.
Me: Any further advice, Sir?
Dad: Support those kids with all you've got to give,
Son. I gave my all for you boys and I expect the same
from all of you. Those kids are the future. I am sorry I
can't help you more Son.
Me: It's okay Pop. You did enough already, more than
you know."

March 24 — March for Our Lives

An old soldier speaks: my father was in frontline

combat from Africa to Berlin with 41st Infantry and
2nd Armored Division; seven battle stars. He really
never recovered fully but remained a patriotic American until his death in 1993. So, I decided that I needed
to reflect with him in my mind about the marches being organized by children in this country. So, here's
how the conversation might have gone:
Dad: Why are the kids marching on Washington?
Me: Action on gun control and mental health.
Dad: Gun control? Why?
Me: Many school shootings in a short time by students, this time 17 people killed by 19 year old former
student using an AR-15 assault rifle.
Dad: It sounds like he was crazy and shouldn't have
had a gun. Where were his parents?
Me: Dead. He was living with a nice family who
wanted to help and took him in.
Dad: Good for them. What is an AR-15?
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From 12:00 Noon until it ends
Start at 3rd and Pennsylvania Ave NW

The Session has voted to extend open hours on Saturday, March
24, to offer hospitality to those participating in the March 24
March for Our Lives, but we need your help.


You can help even if you can't be there! Let us know if you
can buy or bake treats and bring them to the church.

* Provide help to our custodial staff (especially late afternoon.)
*

Take a hospitality shift during the afternoon, offering drinks,
showing people where the bathroom is, protecting
"off limits" areas, and cleaning up as needed.

For marchers, a group representing National Capital Presbytery
will gather at the church at 11:00 a.m. to go over to the march.
If you can help, please email evangelism@nyapc.org so we can
make plans. Thank you!
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HISTORY HAPPENS . . . AT NYAPC
Miriam and Steve Dewhurst
by Marilyn Seiber and Edith Snyder

(As part of the NYAPC History Committee’s
“Bicentennial Interviews Project,” Edith Snyder and
Marilyn Seiber interview long-time NYAPC members for
the Archives files. They interviewed Steve and Miriam
Dewhurst on February 17, 2018, for this project and the
article below.)
When Miriam Dewhurst tells prospective new members,
“God works on you at New York Avenue,” she speaks
from experience. Since joining the church in 1969, Miriam has found herself called to a wide range of leadership
roles, notably serving as Clerk of the Session for the past 15 years, and she has been
deeply involved in a variety of issues, from
NYAPC’s decision to become an inclusive
“More Light” congregation in the 1990s to
today’s Sanctuary Movement on behalf of a
besieged immigrant community.
For most of her nearly 50 years at the
church, Miriam’s husband, Steve, has supported and often worked beside her in this
ministry. Born and raised in the Catholic
tradition, he has never become a member,
but nonetheless participates fully in the life
and missions of NYAPC. “I have learned to
love this church and its people,” says Steve.
“I appreciate their stubbornness. They believe they are on this corner of Washington,
DC for a reason, and they aren’t going anywhere.”
Ecumenical Roots
Seeking after God’s truth and a consequent
interest in and openness to a variety of faith traditions
characterizes both Miriam and Steve, and perhaps drew
them together when they first met at the US Department
of Agriculture (USDA) in the latter half of the 1960s.
Steve came to Washington by way of Brooklyn and Chicago. Born to an Irish mother and a staunchly Catholic
English father, Steve attended an elementary school
taught by the Sisters of Mercy in Chicago when his father
was transferred there from New York by his employer,
the Association of American Railroads. AAR moved the
family again in 1956 to Washington, DC when Steve was
14. They lived in Falls Church, where he went to and
graduated from George Mason High School.
Steve then finished college and law school at George
Washington University, but was drafted in 1968 at age 25
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when the US Army ramped up its call for young men in
response to the Tet Offensive in Vietnam. He mustered in
at Richmond, Virginia, was sent to Fort Polk, Louisiana for
basic training, and then took leave for 16 days before journeying to Fort Knox, Kentucky, where he was to join a
new unit and receive orders. Arriving at Fort Knox, Steve
discovered that his unit had shipped out to Vietnam the
week before. He was reassigned to the Judge Advocate
General (JAG) Corps, where he spent the remainder of his
two-year military commitment running the legal assistance
office at Fort Knox, “writing wills and contracts and arguing with auto dealers” on behalf of soldiers and their families.
Before he was drafted, Steve had worked at USDA parttime during law school. When his former boss, Harry
Vindal, learned that Steve planned to leave military service, he wrote to Steve, eloquently arguing the values of public service and urging him to return to it. Steve went back
to USDA and served there for the rest of
his career, ultimately retiring in 2005 as
head of the Agriculture Department’s
budget office.
Miriam, too, came to Washington from
Chicago, where she lived with her mother, Mary, and brother, David. Her parents were divorced. Miriam grew up
American Baptist, attending Hyde Park
Baptist Church in Chicago, which later
affiliated with the Disciples of Christ
and became Hyde Park Union Church.
While she attended Sunday School infrequently as a child, once she reached
high school at the University of Chicago
Lab School, Miriam joined the youth
group and the adult choir.
In 1964, just before Miriam’s senior
year, her mother moved to Washington,
where she married George W. Mitchell, who had worked
on finance in Adlai Stevenson’s presidential campaign and
was a member of the Federal Reserve Board of Governors,
appointed to this position by President John F. Kennedy.
Miriam remained in Chicago to finish high school, living
with the family of a friend, and then attended two years at
the University of Chicago before joining her family in
Washington.
“My first five years in Washington were intense,” Miriam
recalls. She was studying biology at American University,
working part-time at the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
and already immersed at NYAPC, where she joined an active Young Adults group. Through this group, Miriam became involved in a coffee-house ministry in Georgetown
near Key Bridge that sought to offer teenagers crossing the
river into the city from Arlington an alternative to bars and
(continued on p. 9)
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liquor stores. She ran the kitchen for this café on Friday
nights, serving bologna sandwiches and Kool-Aid.
Miriam and Steve were married in 1974 at The New York
Avenue Prsbyterian Church, with Rev. George Docherty
and Father Tony Casey officiating. Docherty and Casey
were friends, enabling the recording of their PresbyterianCatholic marriage vows in both traditions. She remembers
that “Steve’s parents were unfailingly welcoming” of her,
despite her Protestant upbringing. Steve adds that his
mother, who made daily visits to St. James Catholic
Church in Falls Church when he was growing up, “always
liked Miriam” and “did not think Presbyterians were quite
as bad as other Protestants.”
Following their marriage, the young couple attended the
7:30 a.m. mass at St. Phillips Catholic Church in their Arlington neighborhood before driving into Washington to
worship at NYAPC. After their two sons, Brian and Stephen, were born and the Sunday service schedule at
NYAPC changed, they limited their attendance to New
York Avenue. With its stained-glass windows, “NYAPC
looked like a church to me,” recalls Steve. “We said the
same prayers.” And when he, “the secret Catholic,” joined
Miriam to teach Sunday School, “the walls of Jericho still
fall down, just as they do in every tradition.”
Faith and Activities Deepen
The 1970s saw the beginning of the Charismatic movement in the United States. Steve and Miriam joined a
neighborhood charismatic prayer group that included several Episcopalians. Miriam also took part in an Bible study
led for 15 years led by Rev. Everett "Terry" Fullam, a
priest, biblical scholar, and teacher who gained prominence in the Episcopal Church in this country, and in the
Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Evangelical communities
worldwide for his renewal ministries from 1972 to 1998.
Rev. Fullam would come to Washington, DC weekly from
his home in Darien, Connecticut to teach the Bible in a
“New Life Series” at National Presbyterian Church, and
Miriam served as the program’s registration chair. At its
height, 150 people attended these meetings. Miriam remembers Rev. Fullam as extraordinary, and the attendance
and duration of the program attests to its significance.
However, during these years, the More Light movement
also began, and Miriam felt “like a closet liberal” among
the more conservative New Life Series members.
Meantime, Miriam and Steve continued to be deeply involved in the life of New York Avenue. Miriam served on
the Board of Deacons from 1973 to 1978; she was first
elected to the Session in 1980 and has been Clerk since
2003. She participated in the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) that called Rev. Rob Craig to NYAPC in 1990
and chaired the PNC that called Rev. Roger J. Gench in
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2002. This September, Miriam will become Vice Moderator of National Capital Presbytery, which will then lead to
the Moderator position. She is also an Elder Commissioner
to the Mid-Atlantic Synod as a representative of the Presbytery.
In addition to teaching Sunday School, Steve lent his financial talents to the Finance Committee when Miriam chaired
it for several years. He regularly writes devotions for the
Advent and Lenten booklets that Miriam has faithfully produced for NYAPC for several years.
Preaching, Positions, “Everyday-ness,” and Eras
In all their years at the church, what stands out for the
Dewhursts? Having grown up in a tradition where the word
was not emphasized, Steve finds he “really appreciates all
of the preaching by all of the pastors” he has heard here.
“Preaching is at the core of this church; it sets the stage for
worship.”
NYAPC’s history—and especially events in the 1960s—is
also core for Steve and something he believes can and
should be stressed more than it is. He recalls the church’s
role in the Poor People’s Campaign in 1968, when the
building served as headquarters for the campaign’s public
relations office. Steve remembers leaving USDA to talk to
people living in tents on the Mall and finding out first hand
that the department’s commodities programs intended for
poor people were not reaching them, that food being stored
in warehouses was subject to the county committee system
and never making it to those individuals—often people of
color—who needed it most.
“Talking with these people revolutionized my view of the
world,” he says. “That I went to a church that took and
continues to take so many courageous stances on such issues has become part of my personal bedrock.” This experience later influenced Steve in the 1990s when he worked
with then Secretary of Agriculture Mike Espy to try to
make these committees more diverse and representative of
those they were intended to help.
For her part, Miriam says what stands out “is the everydayness of NYAPC,” suggesting the comfort and stability that
it provides. At the same time, she identifies eras that have
been and continue to be important. “I came in on the end of
the Docherty era—I missed Selma, but then the Rev. Jack
McClendon was there, and missions such as Community
Club, Meals on Wheels, and 7-2-9 either began or grew.”
Next was the “Rev. Edmund Jones saga” that so deeply
affected the church, with many long-time members leaving
when Rev. Jones did.
Miriam views the era of Rev. Craig as a time of healing,
and of Rev. Alice Anderson as the beginning of involvement with the More Light movement and a continuation of
NYAPC’s tradition of standing with the oppressed.
(continued on p. 10)
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“Now we have the Sanctuary Movement,” and efforts by
Rev. Gench to work harder at spiritual formation, something Miriam considers “this church’s Achilles heel.”
She suggests that because so many NYAPC members are
“refugees from conservative churches, we have issues
with much of the language that goes with spiritual development.” Steve adds that “God talk” is not part of our
Presbyterian culture; we do not press people to be openly
verbal about their faith and beliefs. Rather, “we accept
anyone who walks through the door.”
Hopes for the Future
Miriam believes that the recent church assessment tool,
or CAT, is both affirming and exciting. The survey
shows that the congregation is spiritually vital, that we
think about the future and sustained vibrancy through
concerns for stewardship, the physical building, and
moving forward spiritually. She looks forward to working further on spiritual development, “the heart piece”
where every member thinks continuously about the presence of God in his or her life and can speak about that.
Steve is confident that the young people are our future
and cautions that they be involved in decisions about
NYAPC. “What satisfies me may drive them out,” he
says, noting wryly that “we need to make sure to consult
the youngest among us if we move the snacks from the
back of the church.”
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One Great Hour of Sharing
Each year at the Lenten Season we take the opportunity to
help our brothers and sisters throughout the world by a
special offering called One Great Hour of Sharing. This
offering is shared among three Presbyterian programs:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Works alongside communities as they recover after the devastation of natural or
human-caused disasters. Current actions include California mudslides, Rohingya Crisis, Mexico earthquakes, and
hurricanes Irma and Maria.
Presbyterian Hunger Program. Takes action to alleviate
hunger, care for creation, and address the systemic causes
of poverty so all may be fed.
Self-Development of People. Partners with communities
responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty, and
injustice and educates Presbyterians about the impact of
these issues.
If you have not yet given to OGHS, or if you wish to give
more, put your offering into the OGHS envelopes in the
pews or write OGHS on the memo line of your check.
One Great Hour of Sharing is the single largest way that
Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better
world.

Miriam and Steve have a long history with New York
Avenue, deep roots, and an abiding faith. They see a
bright future in the years ahead for this place—in Miriam’s words, “our place.”

New Books in the Sizoo Library
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Sanctuary DMV Congregation Network Helps Fight for Citizenship Path
by Fritz von Fleckenstein

The Sanctuary DMV Congregation Network continued
to help fight for clean legislation to give DACA
(Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) and TPS
(Temporary Protective Status) participants a path to
citizenship. This even as the final deadline set by
President Trump to finally end DACA arrives on
March 5 without substantive action by the House or
the Senate, and monumentally hindered by the erratic
actions of the President. They have also provided
Know Your Rights training for impacted people and
for allies, accompanied immigrants to their ICE checkins, provided food and lodging for demonstrators coming into Washington, DC from other parts of the country, and even courted arrest in some of these actions.
NYAPC people have participated in these actions with
members of many other local churches. Some photographs show the flavor of these actions:
February 7: National Day of Action to Support The
Dream Act & Legislation to Protect TPS Holders
US Representative Keith Ellison gave an inspired
speech to the assembled activists. If you want Fritz to
share it with you, send him an email at
vonfleck@starpower.net
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February 12: Roxana ICE Check-in in Baltimore
Roxana was accompanied by about 20 people, who
prayed with her and wished her well. She went in for
her appointment with her New York City lawyer and a
pastor. She seemed quite confident, as she was a witness in an upcoming court case, and indeed, she was
given a 6-month extension.

Roxana in white coat and blue hat with friends
February 27: Catholic Day of Action for Dreamers
Sisters of Mercy, Jesuits, and other Catholic activists
met on Capitol Hill with Dreamers and their allies to
demand a clean Dream Act.

Lady with flags in her
hat.
Roger Gench and
Sharon Stanley-Rea,
clergy participants.
Kathy Doan,
Ruth and Fritz
at day of action
(continued on p. 12)

Page 12

AVENEWS

March 2018

(continued from p. 11)

March 5, March and demonstration by immigrants
and their allies
Contrary to media reports, this was quite a large
demonstration. Not “dozens” of protesters but hundreds of them, possibly as many as a thousand. We
marched from the Mall at the American History Museum to the East Steps of the Capitol:

Muslims for a
Dream Act

Sharon Stanley-Rea and other
Sanctuary DMV congregation
network participants.

Marsha Renwanz demonstrates the butterfly wings with
Ruth and Fritz
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A Reflection on My First
Detention Center Visit

by Anastasia Matusiewicz, Development and
Operations Associate, CAIR Coalition
(Ed. Note: I asked Kathy Doan to write an article
about immigration, but she had no time, so she gave
me this piece instead.)
“And perhaps the

only way to grant any
justice—were that
even possible—is by
hearing and recording those stories over
and over again so
that they come back,
always, to haunt and
shame us. Because being aware of what is happening
in our era and choosing to do nothing about it has
become unacceptable. Because we cannot allow ourselves to go on normalizing horror and violence.
Because we can all be held accountable if something
happens under our noses and we don’t dare even
look.” – Valeria Luiselli*
Recently, I had the opportunity to go on my first detention center visit to one of the many facilities we service in the National Capital Region. As Development
and Operations Associate, most of my day-to-day
work is done behind the scenes, ensuring the ship stays
afloat while my amazing colleagues work tirelessly on
the frontlines in pursuit of justice for detained immigrants. When the call for additional volunteers went
out, my hand shot up without hesitation.
Although I had read countless articles and listened to
various podcasts on detention facilities in the United
States, I still did not quite know what to expect. I wavered between excitement and nervousness for the entire week leading up to my trip.
The morning of the visit, I double- and triple-checked
that my I.D. was in my wallet before heading out to
join the other staff members going to the facility with
me. We went through the standard visitor security procedures and headed to the room where we would meet
with detainees. As soon as we entered the room, my
nerves kicked into full gear. What if my Spanish isn’t
good enough? What if they don’t understand who I am
or why I’m there? What if I do something wrong or
don’t get enough information?
Admittedly (and now ashamedly), I had imagined the
detainees as inmates in a prison - dressed uniformly,
handcuffed, people to be cautious around due to the

Page 13

nature of the institution in which they were being held.
My anxieties were quickly assuaged when the first
block entered the room. Seated before me were 15
people no different than myself. 15 people with hopes,
dreams, and aspirations beyond the walls surrounding
them. 15 people who had lived through unfathomable
hardships, yet still held a glint of hope and steadfast
determination in their eyes. 15 people who were eager
to absorb any information that could assist them in
navigating an extremely broken and ultimately confusing immigration system.
My main duties that day were to deliver messages
from our attorneys and legal assistants to detainees we
had spoken to previously, or to conduct an intake with
new detainees. A lot of the information I was giving
was very difficult to relay. For example, first and foremost, I had to explain to detainees that I was not a
lawyer and that, as much as I wanted to, I could not
promise that our organization would be able to help
with their cases. Other information was more empowering. I was able tell one detainee that a pro bono team
had chosen to defend their case and that the team
would be in direct contact with them shortly.
More important than any legal information I was able
to provide to the detainees that day was human connection. Although I cannot speak for detainees, I imagine their time in detention facilities is anything but
pleasant - foreign, cold, isolating. To be able to sit
with detainees one on one and uphold their dignity by
listening attentively to everything they wanted to say
about their respective cases was incredibly uplifting.
Sharing stories of families and pets and friends where
time permitted was healing.
While I was unable to give the detainees anything tangible on that day, I hope I was able to provide some
peace of mind and solace in knowing there are people
in the United States who care deeply about them. That
no matter what our leaders say, there are many more
of us who would welcome immigrants with open
arms. That they are not alone.
As for myself? My visit to the detention center has
left me feeling conflicted. Am I doing enough for
these communities? Am I being the best advocate and
strongest ally I can be? What more can I do? I will
fight like hell. And maybe dust up my Spanish.
*Tell Me How it Ends: An Essay in 40 Questions by
Valeria Luiselli
If you are interested in volunteering with CAIR Coalition, please see here.
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Peter Babu Mbugua:
The future Abraham Lincoln for Kenya?
by Rev. Beth Braxton

March 2018

things with Alex (Moore).” Peter says that his dream is to
become a surgeon. (Oh well, there are other doctors who
have become politicians!)
Peter’s father died when he was very young. He lives with
his mom and four of his five siblings in a one-room rental
house at a place called Konza in Njoro. His mother Wanjiku is a casual laborer who does laundry for people; she is
also a caretaker of the plot where they live. Casual labor
earns perhaps $2.00/day. The social worker of OVC Cathy
Wambui says, “Being the sole bread winner of her children,
her little income is not able to meet all the basic needs of
her children, hence most of the time she depends on wellwishers to be able to put a meal on the table for her children. She is also assisted by her elder son who dropped out
of school after primary school.”
Below is a photo inside Peter’s home; the curtain separates
the living room from the sleeping area.

Peter Babu Mbugua is one of the participants in the OVC
(Orphans and Vulnerable Children) ministry of the Njoro
Parish of the P.C.E.A. (Presbyterian Church of East Africa),
who visited NYAPC last fall. This photo was taken in the
Lincoln Parlor when the staff of the church had a lunch for
our Njoro visitors. I had not realized when I took the photo
that Lincoln was so prominent in the background. I thought
to myself, “hmm . . . Kenya could use a Lincoln.” Tribal
animosity still exists between the 42 ethnic groups, particularly between the two largest groups – the Kikuyu and the
Luo. Peter is Kikuyu.
Let me take this opportunity to tell you a little more about
Peter. He is 16 years old and just started the 10th grade
(January is the beginning of the new school year in Kenya)
at Elburgon Secondary School, which is a boarding school.
He is one of two students in our OVC program who is in a
boarding school, one of the better high schools in the area.
He is a good student, a serious and thoughtful young man.
His host parent here, Karen Milam, said “Peter was very
open and wanting to participate. He helped with the dishes
and was kind about speaking with us and participating in

What Peter said he enjoyed most was riding the Metro and
visiting the Capitol and the White House. What meant the
most to him was the generosity of the people at NYAPC
and the warm welcome of the Americans. What he misses
most is the spacious houses and the variety of food. All the
students loved apple picking!
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Fundraising Sunday for Njoro OVC at Njoro Church

Kenyans Raise Money for
Njoro OVC Programme
Francis Muchemi of the Njoro OVC Programme Committee reports that they held a special service to raise
funds for the program on February 11. The amount contributed was 500,650 Kenyan shillings, including large
contributions from committee members. Another donation of 50,000 Kenyan shillings came from Kenyan
friends of the program in Richmond, VA, for a total of
550,650 Kenyan shillings, or approximately $5,547.

Bombs Fall Near Damascus
Presbyterian Church…Again
by Marilyn Seiber

The Outreach Foundation has reported and sent photos of recent
bombing attacks near the National Presbyterian Church in Damascus where Rev. Boutros Zaour is the pastor. The church roof previously was hit last fall by an unexploded mortar. The NYAPC
Peace and Justice Committee sent $750 to assist with repairs. We
have been asked to pray for the people there, for their safety and
that the strife will end. Presbyterian colleague Nuhad Tomeh
shared this:
“As you are hearing, Damascus has been under heavy shelling.
Talked with Rev Boutros--- he said it was very bad yesterday. 27
mortars fell just outside Bab Toma [the gate which gives access to
the Old City close to the church, about 3 blocks away]; he was in
church all day and could not go home for lunch; things a little
better in the evening, but evening church meetings were cancelled. But all are safe. “Pray for us,” he said.
On February 23, 2018, Rev. Butros Zaour sent this message to us:
How are you ... we highly evaluate your church prayers and thinking of us while we are passing through these difficult times.
Now I am writing to you and the explosions all over our city Damascus .this began on Tuesday till this moment .the situation is so
bad, lots of bombs and rockets, and lot of dead and injures.
Really we do not know what to do, but our eyes are toward our
Almighty God, who can keep us save.
Please keep us in your prayers. We need God's hand over Syria.

Donations Provide Car to Basrah Pastor
by Marilyn J. Seiber

Last fall, a plea went out from The Outreach Foundation
(Presbyterian) to help provide monies for the purchase of a used
car for the new pastor of the National Presbyterian Church in
Basrah, Iraq. Rev. Amgad Samir had arrived from Egypt with his
family to lead the Basrah church, but lack of transportation had
made it difficult for him to carry out his duties of visiting congregation members and taking his two young children to school.
Answering the call for donations, the NYAPC Peace and Justice
Committee donated $750 toward the car. We just received a note
from Rev. Samir that the car has been purchased and he is extremely happy. See his note and photo below.
Dear Marlin [Borst] and the people and churches that donated:
Thank you so much for your generous gift of buying a car for me
to use as the pastor in Basra! I have pastored here for a year and
a half, and a lot of things have been more difficult because I didn't have a car. It was especially difficult to visit church members
in their homes.
Because of your gifts, I will be able to visit church members and
visitors much more easily. This will be a real blessing to the
church. It will also be a blessing to my family and me, as we can
visit others and do more family activities together.
Thank you for your generosity! May God bless you!
Blessings,
Pastor Amgad
Basra
Iraq
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First Havana Installs New Pastor!
by Marilyn Seiber

On January 14, 2018,
the First PresbyterianReformed Church of
Havana installed its
new pastor, Rev.
Liudmila Hernández.
Rev. Hernández graduated from the Evangelical Theological
Seminary in Matanzas,
Cuba in June 2014.
She was ordained on
November 1, 2014 at
the PresbyterianReformed Church in
Sancti Spiritus in Centro Presbytery and
served there for three
years until December
2017. Rev. Hernández interned at that church from 2011 to 2012.
Pastor Liudmila is from Nueva Paz in Havana Province and grew
up in the Presbyterian Church there in Havana Presbytery. She is
29 years old and the first female pastor at the First PresbyterianReformed Church of Havana. She follows Rev. Héctor Méndez
who retired from First Havana in December 2016.
Rev. Hernández’s installation ceremony at First Havana was led
by the Moderator of the Presbytery of Havana, Pastor Maricela
Gonzálaz from San Nicolás de Bari, and the Executive Secretary,
Pastor Izett Samá from Los Palos. Following her installation,
Rev. Hernández then installed two new Elders for First Havana.
Felicidades to Rev. Hernández and the congregation of First Havana as they embark on a new and exciting future and mission for
First Havana! We look forward to having her visit NYAPC.
[Thank you to Pastora Liudmila and Carmina Blasco for

the above information.]

Cuban Presbyterian Church Leaders
Visit Congress and State Department
by Marilyn J. Seiber

On January 16-18, 2018, Dr. Reinerio Arce, Vice Moderator of
the Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba, and Presbyterian
pastor Rev. Joel Dopico, President of the Cuban Council of
Churches, came to Washington, D.C. to meet with senators and
representatives of Congress as well as officials at the U.S. Department of State. PC(USA)’s Office of Public Witness organized the appointment schedules and planned the program with
the Washington Office on Latin America and the Latin America
Working Group. The Church World Service offices jointly supported the visit. Marilyn Seiber hosted the guests for NYAPC.
Dr. Arce and Rev. Dopico explained two primary facts to congressional members and the State Department: First, that churches in Cuba have freedom to worship and are experiencing tremen-
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dous growth. The churches have begun to be engaged in social
service programs that are critical to the communities around
them. Second, the reduction in U.S. Embassy staff in Havana is
having a devastating effect on Cuban families and their ability to
visit family in the U.S., especially those who may be ill and
dying. U.S. visas are not being granted for lack of personnel. In
addition, Arce and Dopico explained that the State Department
Advisory to U.S. citizens that Cuba is unsafe to visit has had a
huge negative economic impact on small business entrepreneurs
in Cuba who have just begun to flourish. Restaurants and private
apartments that were established to cater to the new wave of U.S.
tourists have now had to close for lack of clientele. They suggested that the Advisory is having the opposite effect of U.S. policy
efforts to encourage capitalism and a private market in Cuba.
The Cuban church leaders met with Representatives Jim McGovern, Tom Emmer, Kathy Castor, Rick Crawford, and Senator Jeff
Flake. At the State Department they met with officers in the
Office of the Coordinator for Cuban Affairs and the Office of the
Under Secretary for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human
Rights.
Dr. Arce and Rev. Dopico agreed that congressional members and
the State Department officers need to hear more from church partners who visit Cuba regularly and know what the situation is with
the churches, the congregations, and Cubans in general. They
suggested that each U.S. church group make it a priority to do
more advocacy following a visit with their church partners. To
this end, the Washington Office on Latin America will develop a
“Tool Kit” for churches to use following their return to the U.S.
from church-partner visits. The PC(USA) Cuba Partners Network
will also devote its Spring newsletter to Advocacy, with advice on
how to support better understanding of Cuba, its churches, and
people.
Following Arce and Dopico’s visit, a U.S. congressional delegation went to Cuba in mid-February which included Jim McGovern and Kathy Castor with whom the Cuban leaders had met. The
delegation returned to the U.S. urging the State Department to
reinstate U.S. embassy staffing in Havana and underlining the
need to reinstate consular services to allow “families in Florida
and Cuba to continue to see each other.” The delegation was also
told that President Trump’s policies were hurting businesses in
Cuba, and Rep. McGovern said that the travel advisory issued by
the State Department was a mistake. It seems that Dr. Arce’s and
Rev. Dopico’s voices were heard.
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Rev. Hammo to visit NYAPC
Rev. Farouk Hammo, pastor of
the Baghdad Presbyterian
Church, will be an international
guest at this year’s PC(USA) General Assembly in St. Louis at the
end of June. He will come to
Washington, D.C. to visit NYAPC
on June 29-July 2. On Sunday,
July 1, he will lead an Adult Christian Education class, will do Time
with Children and a Moment for
Mission at the service. The Peace
and Justice Committee will host an
informal lunch/reception after the
worship service to allow the congregation to meet and speak with
Rev. Hammo, and he will give brief remarks.

NYAPC Cuba Partner Notes & News
An NYAPC delegation will visit partner church First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana on March 19-26, 2018. It will
be one of the largest NYAPC groups to visit First Havana -- 19
people from NYAPC and three other churches. This will be the
first visit to meet the newly-installed First Havana pastor, Rev.
Liudmila Hernández.
NYAPC took a mission display to the Presbytery on January
28, 2018. During the time of “Open Space,” National Capital
Presbytery’s Global Mission Network organized a display of
Presbytery mission programs for the purpose of encouraging
other churches to join GMN and to provide information on
current mission programs. Marilyn Seiber took NYAPC displays
for Cuba, Iraq, and Syria, while another church displayed
Presbytery mission work in Kenya. Displays also included work
in Malawi, new Refugee Network, and the organization for Earth
Care Congregations.

Note from Rev. Héctor Méndez
The following note of greetings came to us via Marilyn Seiber
from Rev. Héctor Méndez, Pastor Emeritus, First PresbyterianReformed Church of Havana:
Greetings from Miami. We are fine thanks to God. We have
been here for a year now and we are already applying for the
permanent residence (Green card) Now we have to wait several
months as it is taking a long time. We give thanks to God who
brought us to this great country at the right time as we arrived
here a few hours before President Obama will change the immigration laws for Cubans. God is great and wonderful !!
I am preaching in different churches that invite me. On Good
Friday I will preach in a PRESBYTERIAN church. Then I am
invited by a Baptist and also by the Lutheran.
Please greetings to your church. You, your family and your
Church has a very special place in our hearts. Oneida sends you
greetings. Greetings to Pastor Gench and his wife as well as Pastor Alice for her baby. God bless you
Héctor Méndez
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TRANSITIONS
BIRTHS
Remy Lucas Mearini, fifth grandson of John and Marilyn
O'Brien, December 5, 2017
Rose Victoria Tewell, daughter of Alice and Adam Tewell,
January 22
Matteo Victor Ajello McGlothlin, adopted son of Andrea
Ajello and Cameron McGlothlin, February 20
Huw Thomas Davies, son of Rev. Jessica Tate and John Davies, February 28

BAPTISMS
Patrick Wesley Fowkes, son of Jennifer and Joshua Fowkes,
December 24, 2017
Isaiah Andrew Smith, son of Molly Dornan Smith and Michael Andrew Smith, January 14
Elisabeth (Elsa) Merrill Berry and Genevieve Marie Berry,
daughters of Renee L. Berry and Craig William Berry, February 25

WEDDINGS
Jasmine Jowers and Tristan Prout, October 14, 2017

DEATHS
Nancy Whyte, former long-term member of our congregation,
died on October 8, 2017 at the age of 81.
Rose Kumsinda’s mother died in Malawi on October 26, 2017,
at the age of 95.
Jack Molenkamp’s mother died on Saturday, November 25,
2017, at the age of 99.
Thad McDonald, the younger brother of Riley McDonald, died
on December 16, 2017.
Sarah Williamson Kirwin's sister-in-law, Michelle Schull,
died sometime before December 22, 2017.
Mrs. Leslie (Peg) Stansbery, mother of Pablo Stansbery died
on January 17.
Robert Armstrong, brother-in-law of Warren Krug, and husband of Diana Armstrong, died on January 25.
Judge John W. Kern III, former member of the congregation,
died January 30.
Dorothy Youmans, mother of Marsha Renwanz's close friend,
Roberta Youmans, died after a long illness, March 4.

Page 18

AVENEWS

March 2018

Contact: silkedouglass@gmail.com

