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Celebration of Commitment 
 

On Sunday, November 12, The NYAPC Nurture Committee hosted a Celebration of Commitment in Peter Mar-
shall Hall. This festive event honored those who have been members of the church for 40 years or more, and 
also celebrated the commitment that so many others have made to New York Avenue over the years. Of the 73 
people with more than 40 years of membership (44 of whom have been members for more than 50 years!), al-
most 40 were able to attend the reception, along with family and close friends. It was a special day that brought 
together many old friends, some of whom have not been able to visit NYAPC in several years.   

Meg House, Mary Spatz, Cecilia Porter, 
Cathy Schultheis, and Cindy Dickinson -- 
all were raised at NYAPC 

Roger Gench with Roberta 
Lentz, back after a long  
absence 

Betty Herndon, also long 
absent, with Paul  
Herndon and Karen 
Dunlap 

Frances Gray,  long-time co-
ordinator for Meals on Wheels 
and a former copy editor for 
AVENEWS 

(continued on p.  2) 



AVENEWS Page 2 December 2017 

Ames Arnold* 
Lucile Beaver* 
Louise Berman* 
Margaret Boone* 
Blanche Brown* 
Amoret Bunn* 
David Cariens* 
Guy Carocci* 
Ken Carpenter* 
Marion Carroll 
Mary Caton* 
James Cobren 
Mary Council* 
Mary Danewitz* 
Jay Davenport* 
Carla Daves 
Jim Davidson 
Rev. Ann Davie* 
Thomas Davis 
Carl Dees* 
Miriam Dewhurst 
Cindy Dickinson* 
Nancy Dickinson 
Beth Dumez* 
Peggy Evans* 
Anna Graves* 
Frances Gray* 
Helen Hanna* 
Phil Hanna* 
Betty Herndon* 
Paul Herndon 
Meg House 
Georgia Jackson* 
Catherine Kearney* 
Betty Kole 
Marcia Kozub* 

Mary Krug* 
Jennie Leitch 
Roberta Lentz 
Jenean McKay* 
Kay Meek 
Kelsay Meek 
Margaret Myers 
Robert Osborn* 
Donald Peniska 
Louise Pike* 
Cecelia Porter* 
Douglas Porter* 
Eleanor Pratt* 
Pat Pritz 
Joan Quinn 
John Quinn* 
Jane Redmon 
Judith Roach 
Eleanor Robins* 
Cathy Schultheis* 
John Schultheis 
Ruth Sedlack* 
Mary Spatz* 
Lenora Thierry 
Susan Yoder Torres 
Mary Uhl* 
Sandra Utter 
Lyn Van Der Linden* 
Jim Wall 
Sonia Wall 
Marian Wallace 
Mark Wallace 
Edith Warner* 
David Williams* 
Helen Williams 
Ronnie Yoder* 
Shirley Yoder* 
*50 years or greater 

A Celebration of Commitment to 
The New York Avenue Presbyterian 

Church 
 

These dedicated people have been members of 
NYAPC for more than 40 years. Thank you so much 
for your commitment and leadership! 
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Phil and Helen Hanna,  long-time members of the choir 

Bob Osborn, former member of the Goodpasture Class, and 
Jay Davenport, long-time volunteer for Meals on Wheels 

Lenora Thierry Douglas Porter 

Jim and Sonya Wall 

Marcia Kozub with her 
daughter Catherine 

http://www.nyapc.org/
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The Big Picture 
Sermon Delivered by Roger Gench  

October 15, 2017 
Exodus 32:1-14 

 

During my study leave, it occurred to me that it’s very 
helpful to articulate a big picture, a grand story or nar-
rative, within which to understand our life in the world 
-- its chief problems, dilemmas, derangements, and 
what God is up to.  We seldom think about such 
things.  Our lives are so much lived in the trees that we 
seldom see the forest.  So while we were on a long for-
est hike in September in the Colorado Rockies – a hike 
to a grand vista -- I decided to try to come up with a 
few key big picture questions and my answer to them; 
the kind of questions and answers that might lead to a 
grand narrative or story or picture.  The first question 
is this: what is the chief purpose of human life in our 
world?  Second, what is the chief problem or obstacle 
or derangement that keeps us from that purpose?  And, 
third, what is God up to to enable us to realize our pur-
pose?  And since our morning scripture lesson from 
Exodus (the story of the giving of Torah at Mt. Sinai 
and the golden calf) virtually invites us to ponder such 
big picture questions, I felt compelled to preach on it.  
So here it is:  
 
First of all, as to the first question, our chief purpose.  
Anyone who has known me for a while won’t be sur-
prised that I hold the conviction that the goal and chief 
purpose of human life, discipleship, and the church—
indeed, of all who belong to the community called to 
follow Jesus—is to increase love of God and neighbor, 
as Jesus taught when asked about the greatest com-
mandment: “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our 
God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is 
this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (Mark 
12:29-31).   These commandments (often expressed as 
the Great Commandment, as it is combined as one 
commandment or summary of the Torah given to  
Moses at Mt. Sinai) is not unique to Jesus, it was com-
mon among Jewish rabbis of Jesus’ day to summarize 
the Torah as love of God and neighbor.   
 
This commandment addresses an underlying problem 
of the human condition, the abuse of power being chief 
among the problems.  Our problem is our propensity to 
turn in upon ourselves by loving lesser gods than the 
God of the universe. Though we are created and re-
deemed in love by the God of the universe to love God 

and one another and to seek the common good, we 
are personally and socially deformed by the love 
of lesser “gods” (or “not gods” as Paul refers to 
them in Gal. 4:8).  These lesser or “not” gods are 
commonly called idols after the golden calf inci-
dent in our morning lesson.  The golden calf in this 
story represents a substitute god that the people of 
Israel hoped would lead them to the Promised 
Land, and it is through this substitute god that the 
people get co-opted into a false promise. The gold-
en calves or false gods of modernity are prosperity 
and materialism, racial and ethnic privileging, gen-
der exclusivity, religious bigotry, and nationalistic 
imperialism, to mention but a few.  These gods 
have warped and constricted our vision of what we 
think is good or of who and what we deem worthy 
of love and justice.  Instead of celebrating the dif-
ferences of others by loving them, we do violence 
against those we consider unworthy – or to use 
another biblical word for this, we crucify them.  In 
short, we've been co-opted, hijacked, comman-
deered, gerrymandered or, to use biblical imagery, 
exiled and enslaved, by the false promises of not-
gods that warp and crucify us and that incite a 
“dog-eat-dog,” mean-spirited existence.  The great 
evils/crucifixions of our world are a result of our 
idolatrous inward turn and the consequent defor-
mation of our hearts, minds, and souls. 
 
And the golden calves or false gods that co-opt us 
are not always straightforwardly evil.  In fact, the 
way we allow ourselves to be co-opted, gerryman-
dered and hijacked is hardly ever straightforwardly 
evil.  Think of fossil fuel.  For many decades, fos-
sil fuels seemed the great savior of the world – 
they allowed rich and poor and everyone in be-
tween to heat their homes, travel to work, and to 
refrigerate their food.  Then we learned that fossil 
fuels are warming the planet, creating havoc in the 
atmosphere, famine and droughts, and ferocious 
storms devastating whole countries.  I serve on the 
Mission Responsibility through Investment Com-
mittee (the socially responsible investment group 
of the denomination) of the PC(USA) and part of 
our work is engaging oil companies on climate 
change and what they can do about it.  But the 
problem with engaging oil companies is that the 
world, and America in particular, is so dependent 
on fossil fuels that oil companies don’t have to  
offer a serious response to climate change.  We are 
so dependent on oil that oil companies don’t have 
to envision a future without it.   

(continued on p. 5) 
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Or, more accurately, the way forward is difficult at 
best.  A transition to something more tenable could 
be years in the making, and it raises the question of 
whether any remedy will be sufficient.  But until 
then we use cars, heat our homes and refrigerate our 
food with energy that is killing us and the planet.  
  
Third, what is God up to?  For Christians, the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus entails a great awak-
ening that exposes false gods as well as their vio-
lence on us and our world—exposes crucifixions 
large and small all around us—as well as God’s 
radical forgiving, transforming, and justice-seeking 
love. The cross is an event that draws us out of our-
selves towards love of God, neighbor (which in-
cludes the earth!) and self, thereby restoring us to 
our human purpose.  It is, as N. T. Wright* puts it, 
“the revolution.”  In short, the cross is the pivotal 
turning point to which Christians attend—one that 
frees us for resurrection life and participation in 
God’s redemptive activity in the world. 
 
So this is the big picture, the grand story that we tell
– this is what we seek to embody as a church – the 
story of our chief end and purpose, how false gods 
have co-opted us and obscured our chief end and 
purpose, and how God in Christ is working to re-
store it.  This is the story that we seek to tell in all 
of our ministries and in our lives.   And since this is 
the season of stewardship, its important to add that 
when we give a pledge of money to the church, it’s 
all about supporting the story we seek to tell,  
embody, and sustain in this building and in out mis-
sion.  You’ve heard the old adage “put your money 
where your mouth is” – well, this is the story we 
tells with our mouths, now it’s time to support it 
with our money.  The budget of NYAPC needs to 
tells a story –a grand story –it’s a story that the 
world needs to hear, yearns to hear, so tell it with 
your lives, your heart, your resources because it’s a 
grand story.   
______________ 
*N. T. Wright, The Day The Revolution Began (San 
Francisco: HarperOne, 2016), 4.  

NYAPC Observes Food Week of Action  
and World Food Day 

by Marilyn Seiber 
 

On Sunday, October 15, 2017, The New York Ave-
nue Presbyterian Church observed PC(USA)’s  an-
nual Food Week of Action (October 15 - 21) fol-
lowed by World Food Day on October 16. The 
global Food Week of Action is an opportunity for 
Christians and others around the world to act to-
gether for food justice and food sovereignty.  It is a 
time to raise awareness of food issues that affect 
people’s access to sufficient safe food and the abil-
ity of farmers to grow food in a safe environment 
with adequate wages. 
 
On Sunday morning, the communion table was set 
with fresh fruits, vegetables, and bread.  Rev. Alice 
Tewell focused on food issues and hunger with the 
children during Time with Children.  Kathryn 
Sparks and Sarah Hoffman performed a liturgical 
dance expressing food and giving.  In addition to 
announcements in the bulletin and NYAPC Weekly, 
we had a special food collection and reminded the 
congregation to read former Scholar-in-Residence 
Norman Wirzba’s book, Food and Faith: A Theolo-
gy of Eating.  The Peace and Justice Committee in-
vites the congregation to give ideas for next year’s 
observance and how we might expand our actions 
to support this important issue! 

(continued from p.  4) 
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Accepting and Embracing the New 
By Paul Dornan 

 
This year the NYAPC Session took on the difficult task 
of cleaning the church’s rolls.  In the process, they 
prayerfully and conscientiously removed about 250 peo-
ple from New York Avenue’s nominal membership.  
That reduced our official number from about 675 to 439 
members.  In other words, any lingering sense that we 
remain a large congregation should now be dissipated; 
we are, by today’s standards, a smallish medium-sized 
congregation.  So, is there any good news in all this?  
There is.  Let’s just recount some: 
 

 Our average weekly worship attendance is 225.   
 Twenty-eight people joined our number this year, of 

whom three were members of the confirmation class. 

  Members had ten babies in 2017.   
 The number of children and youth who regularly 

attend church school for children and youth is 48.  In 
addition, there are 19 babies of regular attending 
members who might at some time or other be cared 
for in the nursery.   

 Thirty-two percent of our board membership, the 
leadership of the church, is under 40.   

 Fifteen to twenty young adults attend our Faith on 
Tap events. 

 
As Mark Twain famously said, “There are three kinds of 
lies:  Lies, damned lies and statistics.”  What are the 
qualitative indications that new life continues to burst 
forth among us?  Let us mention a few: 
 

 Plans are underway for a younger children’s choir to 
join our older children’s choir. 

 An initiative to establish a youth group in concert 
with other churches in the Presbytery is afoot. 

 Conversations continue with Metropolitan AME 
Church concerning how we might build a returning 
citizen initiative. 

 Plans are emerging for a McClendon Scholar-in-
Residence Series this spring commemorating the 
50th anniversary of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s assas-
sination. 

 Publication of the Accounting Task Force report sets 
the foundation for the church’s future stewardship of 
funds. 

 Plans for production of a new web-based welcome 
video for NYAPC are proceeding. 

 Several new Bible study groups have formed this 
fall. 

 The Session continues to grapple with what it might  
mean to be a Sanctuary Church. 

 
Whatever the numbers, whatever the signs, ultimately 
the test of our discipleship as a church is the message 

that we as individuals and as a congregation present to the 
Washington community and the world.  In Paul’s words to 
the church at Corinth:  “You yourselves are our letter, writ-
ten in our hearts; and it is plain that you are a letter from 
Christ, entrusted to our care, written not with ink but with 
the Spirit of the living God; not on stone tablets but on the 
tablets of human hearts.” 

Peace Candle 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

During the fall, visitors to NYAPC who have taken a 
Peace Candle back to their home churches include: 
 
  
 John and Sher Waidelich  
  Pettisville, OH 
 Central Mennonite Church 
 Archbold, OH  
 
 Laura Berman 
 Hartford, CT 
 Westminster Presbyterian Church 
 West Hartford, CT 
 
 Reid Rutherford 
 Los Altos, CA 
 Valley Church 
 Cupertino, CA 
 
 Diana Allen 
 Washington, D.C. 
 Kirkwood United Methodist Church 
 St. Louis, MO 
 
 Janice Vaselarile 
 Vernon, NJ 
 First Presbyterian Church, 
 Franklin NJ 
 
 
When you bring or meet visitors at NYAPC, please tell 
them that votive peace candles are available at the back 
of the Sanctuary, and encourage them to take one home 
(and sign a sheet so we know).  Peace travels and spreads 
one candle at a time! 
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World Famous Scholar Walter Brueggemann is 
Scholar in Residence 

by Theo  Brown 

 
Dr. Walter Brueggemann, author of over 100 books and one of 
the most famous Old Testament scholars in the world, was at 
NYAPC the weekend of October 28-29 while serving as a 
McClendon Scholar.  This was Dr. Brueggemann’s second visit 
to our church since he served as the first McClendon Scholar 
when the program was established in 2006. 
 
Dr. Brueggemann brought his well-known academic insight, 
prophetic social commentary and personal warmth to four dif-
ferent presentations that he made during the weekend.  On Sat-
urday morning he gave a lecture in the 
Sanctuary entitled "What's in Your Wallet: 
What the Bible Says About Money" and 
on Saturday evening, at a dinner in his 
honor with 125 people in attendance, he 
engaged in a dialogue with Roger Gench 
on a wide range of subjects relating to his 
life and work.  On Sunday, he gave a talk 
on "What it means to be prophetic in to-
day's world" for the adult church school 
class and then took questions from more 
than 100 people in attendance.  Sunday, 
October 29th coincided with the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, and Dr. 
Brueggemann preached at both services on the topic of 
"Evangelical Chutzpah."  A reception was held after the 11:00 
AM service in the Radcliffe Room, where church members got 
to talk informally with Dr. Brueggemann and share pieces of 
cake to celebrate the 500th birthday of Protestantism.  
 
Throughout the weekend, Dr. Brueggemann educated us, chal-
lenged us and entertained us.  He also helped us to see difficult 
issues in new ways as he applied his understanding of Biblical 
stories to some of the most pressing problems of our time.  

McClendon Scholars Now on NYAPC Website 
 

We are pleased to announce that  videos of many of the  
lectures, sermons and discussions are now easily available on 
the NYAPC website, including the most recent thrilling 
presentations of Walter Brueggemann from his weekend with 
us in October.  Check out, too, last spring’s lectures by Wash-
ington pastors in the series on “Spirit and Action:  Learning 
from Howard Thurman.”  Powerful talks at New York Avenue 
by E.J. Dionne, Miroslav Volf, Bryan Stevenson, Harold Dean 
Trulear and James Cone are also available by a touch of your 
mouse.  So relive a memorable moment or capture it a first 
time by going to (www.nyapc.org/mcclendon-sir/). 

 
After Dr. Brueggemann’s talk on October 28, three members of 
NYAPC were invited to respond.  Here is the response from 
Rebecca Davis. 
 

“Remember who you are” 
 
Dr. Brueggemann’s remarks struck me, as a woman who works 
in business, in two ways. 
 
First, it made me pause to reflect on my frequent unease work-
ing in business as a Christian. I contemplated how much of our 
very system is built on power imbalances like the ones de-
scribed in the Biblical stories: large enterprises extracting val-
ue, using people rather than treating them as children of God. 
How much of my lifestyle, business practice and retirement 
portfolio benefit from that kind of extraction? That morning, I 
shared that so often in my career, I have had trouble reconcil-
ing my Christian faith with emerging business practices, partic-
ularly with regard to wages. In my time in the workforce, US 
workers in particular have lost leverage to offshoring and auto-
mation. Starting the 1990s our business culture reinforced 
“maximizing shareholder value” as the ultimate forcing  

mechanism for decisionmaking. So much so that about fifteen 
years into my career, I thought I would not be able to continue 
to work in the sector. Have business practices changed? Have 
I? I found myself longing to work in spaces that were less 
solely focused on that kind of extraction. I considered leaving 
business behind. 
 
And then I visited Kenya last year, to learn about the non-
profit a friend from my home church runs. Development in 
Gardening teaches farmers to increase yield in their ¼ acre 
plots, growing nutritious food and selling it at market, literal-
ly: the fruits of their labor. Women who were feeding entire 
families on $5 a day were earning another $50 a month, which 
enabled them to send a second and perhaps third child, often 
girls, to school. This process, which Harvard Business School 
professor Michael Porter calls the “magic of profit,” reminded 
me why I went to business school: to help people use that 
magic, to take ownership and agency, and create new, better 
realities in the world. This reinvigorated my process of dis-
cernment: what am I being called to do, to use these skills, to 
create virtuous practices like that? 
 
Second, I couldn’t help but think about the issue roiling our 
culture: that of sexual impropriety and harassment. As Dr. 
Brueggemann spoke, it occurred to me that sexual harassment 
is really another story of extraction, like the Biblical ones he 
cited. Most of the women who have presented allegations 
were in their workplace, or trying to make professional con-
tacts, at the time of these incidents. The reality is that women 
have been navigating these minefields for decades. Sexual 
harassment creates an environment that prevents certain peo-
ple from negotiating better salaries, standing up for fair work-
ing conditions, or doing their best work. I recalled a situation 
in which I discovered a severe difference in salary between 
two equivalent employees on a team that I inherited. I was 
able to negotiate a better, more equitable wage structure for 
these employees and resolve the discrepancy. But what if I 
had been in an environment where I was overwhelmed by 
harassment, or concerned about how my supervisor would 
take this counsel? Marginalization breeds marginalization, and 
corrupt practice festers. We can do better. 
 
Dr. Brueggemann’s talk offered guideposts for how we are to 
operate: we are called to remember who we are, to see fellow 
workers, board members, entrepreneurs, supervisors, not as 
separate from God’s vision for wholeness, but as its fulfill-
ment, and in this way push against the tendency toward em-
pire and extraction. If we listen, we can feel this “unsettled 
yearning” that nudged Zacchaeus, to be called back into rec-
onciliation with all people. 

http://www.nyapc.org/mcclendon-sir/
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Dr. Alice Ogden Bellis 
McClendon Scholar in Residence 

by Theo Brown 
 

On the weekend of September 
9-10, 2017, NYAPC was 
pleased to host Dr. Alice Og-
den Bellis  as a McClendon 
Scholar.  Dr. Bellis, a professor 
of Hebrew Bible at Howard 
University School of Divinity 
and author of Helpmates, Har-
lots and Heroes: Women's Sto-
ries in the Hebrew Bible,  gave 

three different presentations under the general topic 
of "Exploring Race and Gender with a Biblical Schol-
ar."  On Saturday morning, Dr. Bellis gave a very in-
teresting lecture about the race and ethnicity of some 
famous women in the Bible that was complete with  
fascinating images from different cultures, which 
were shared through Powerpoint.  Similarly, her  
Sunday morning presentation during the adult church 
school hour looked at the topic of "Black is Beautiful: 
Africans in the Hebrew Bible."  This presentation 
pointed out that, contrary to what many believe, the 
Africans who are mentioned in the Old Testament are 
generally described in very positive terms.   Both of 
these presentations helped those who were in attend-
ance to rethink some of the stereotypes they have 
heard about  people of color and women who are fea-
tured in the Bible.  
 
Dr. Bellis was also the guest at a small dinner discus-
sion on Saturday night that was hosted by Rev. Linda 
Lader at her apartment in downtown Washington.  Dr. 
Bellis spoke briefly about the theme of "Creating 
Community Across Racial and Cultural Barriers" and 
then engaged in lively conversation with two dozen 
people from NYAPC, Metropolitan AME and some 
other congregations.  On Sunday morning, Dr. Bellis 
concluded her weekend as a McClendon Scholar by 
preaching a sermon on the story of Ruth.  She entitled 
that sermon "Not Just Allies, but Friends" and used 
Ruth as an example to talk about the importance of 
identifying with cultures different than our own and 
embracing them as deeply as possible.   Through each 
of these presentations, she helped enlighten us about 
some familiar Old Testament stories about women 
and set the tone for sermons later in the month by 
Rev. Alice Tewell and Rev. Linda Lader that also 
highlighted the role of women in the Bible. 

TRANSITIONS 
BIRTHS 
Patrick Wesley Fowkes son of Jennifer and Josh Fowkes, 
October 9. 
 
Severn Griffin Eggleston son of Katie (Cashwell) and Sean 
Eggleston, October 22. 
 
August Arthur Timmons, son of Margaret Bushko and Will 
Timmons, October 29. 
 
Maxwell Ryan McQueeney son of Ariella Viehe and Matt 
McQueeney, November 8.  
 
Remy Lucas Mearini, son of  Kristin and Ryan Mearini and 
grandson of John and Marilyn O'Brien, December 5. 
 

BAPTISMS 
Marin Ella Laskowski, daughter of Ellison Laskowski and 
Christopher Laskowski, September 24. 
 
Grace Ann Naadu Lartey, daughter of Sarah Lartey and 
Leslie Lartey, October 1. 
 
Elaine China Diane Boak, daughter of China Boak Terrell 
and Joshua Boak on October 8 
 
WEDDINGS 
Stephanie Simpson and Ian Elder, November 4. 
 
DEATHS 
Kenderton (Ken) Lynch II, before Sept 30. Ken and Fran were 
NYAPC members in the 1980’s. 
 
Phyllis Dowdell, October 5, in Fargo, ND. 
 
Louise Law, the mother of Beth Law and son Kenneth (Jr.), 
October 20. 
 
Andre Ricardo Harris, Jr, a former student of Community 
Club, shot and killed, October 22. 
 
Andrea Deegan Dwyer, sister of Aryn Myers’ friend Amanda 
Deegan Winters, November 2. 
 
David S. Brown, co-founder of the NYAPC Community Club, 
November 4. 
 
Maurits 'Max' Roos, former member of our congregation, and 
husband of Mary Prussing, November 6. 
 
Marion Carroll, November 21. 
 
Margo Corbett, sister-in-law of Joan Quinn, November 12. 
 
Ron Wieseler, father of Matt Wieseler, November 24. 
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The Play’s the Thing 
by Paul Dornan 

 

Last year, new members David and Silke Douglass initiated a 
play-reading group at the New York Avenue Church.  We met 
on Sunday afternoons once a month throughout the winter and 
spring of 2017; we read one of six varied and compelling plays 
that David and Silke had chosen for the occasion.  We read at a 
sparklingly-arrayed table fit for an afternoon tea – with scones 
and sweet things and hot tea.  Each person who came chose or 
was assigned a part in the selected play.  Some of the partici-
pants had read the play beforehand, and others just winged it.  
Of the 12 to 15 people present, some we had known for dec-
ades, some for only months and some not at all.  Silke and Da-
vid described in detail our experience in the first year of this 
wonderfully entertaining cultural experiment in the June 2017 
issue of AveNews.  We will simply share our impression of that 
experience – in the hope that you will join us this spring when 
our second year of play-reading begins. 
 
When Barb and I were first married, we would occasionally 
read plays from a collection of Neil Simon’s works – laughing 
out loud as we assumed each character in “Barefoot in the 
Park”.  Kids came, and it had been decades since we had read a 
play together let alone in a group.  When we heard about David 
and Silke’s idea, we immediately thought we might like to par-
ticipate.  As we looked around the table at our first reading, 
there were, from our limited impressions at least, some church 
members who fit neatly into theatrical material and others who, 
like myself, did not, but then the revelations, well, revealed 
themselves.  Just as an example, Barb was given the role of 
Saint Monica in “The Last Days of Judas Iscariot.”  Despite her 
name, Saint Monica is a bawdy character whose language is 
earthy, to say the least.  As words spewed from Barb’s mouth, 
words that I had never heard her say before, and words that she 
uttered naturally, convincingly, I saw yet another possibility in a 
person I guess I know pretty well.  And that realization of  
another side of a close friend or a new acquaintance happened 
nearly every week. 
 
But it wasn’t just other people who unveiled new sides of them-
selves.  I found myself saying things and feeling things by just 

reading out loud in a friendly, non-competitive setting.  I 
would be reading – awkwardly, desultorily – when suddenly I 
would feel a tug in my voice and a tear in my eye and sense that 
I understood and felt and meant what I was saying.  It was al-
most actorly. 
 
So I strongly recommend that you join us amateurs in the sec-
ond season of play-reading when it resumes this spring.  Look 
for the announcement in the bulletin, and take a chance.  I can 
promise that it will be entertaining and revealing. 

New in the Sizoo Library 
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NYAPC Hosts Conference on DC History 
By John O’Brien 

 
Our historic church hosted the 44th Annual Conference on D.C. 
History on November 3 & 4.  The theme of the meeting was 
“Echo and Resonance: 1968.”  It marked the 50th anniversary of 
the momentous events of 1968, what led to them, and their  
lasting effects on this city.  NYAPC was the site for two days of 
lectures and presentations.  Related events were also held at the 
African American History Museum and the Museum of Ameri-
can History.  A book release event helped to kick off the confer-
ence.  Chocolate City, by Asch and Musgrove, is a major work 
on the history of race in the national capital.  This is the first time 
that the conference had been held in a site other than the Mt. 
Vernon Square Carnegie Library building or the DC Convention 
Center.  Organizers were very pleased with the way the church 
accommodated the meeting.  A record attendance of 500 people 
registered for the three-day event. 
 
The lead sponsors for this annual event are the Historical Society 
of Washington, George Washington University, the DC Public 
Library, and the District of Columbia Archives. Other sponsors 
for this year included The New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church and the Lincoln Group of the District of Columbia.   
John O’Brien was the chair of the planning committee.  The 
church History Committee provided excellent support that really 
made our facilities wonderfully accommodating to all the issues, 

expected and unexpected, that always occur in large meetings.  
Under committee chair Len Shabman, church members who 
volunteered were Paul Dornan, Dave Snyder, Courtney Spear-
man, Barry Tindall, Nathan Moon, Jenean McKay, Ann Brad-
ley, Janet Shabman, Marilyn O'Brien, Tom Dunlap, and Eleanor 
Robins.   
 
The church was a very appropriate site for a conference on the 
events of 1968.  NYAPC, under the leadership of Senior Pastor 
George Docherty and associate Jack McClendon, played a sig-
nificant role in several of those events and was itself profoundly 
changed during the process.  We were the downtown  
headquarters for the Poor People’s Campaign and the site of 
press conferences and meetings around that march and the open-
ing of the protest community, Resurrection City, on the Mall.  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., spoke here, along with his wife 
Coretta Scott King and Andrew Young.  Dr. King’s closest as-
sociate, Dr. Ralph Abernathy, preached here while proudly 
wearing the robe of Peter Marshall.  Our church was also the 
Washington headquarters for the war protest organization  
Clergy and Laymen Concerned about Vietnam (CALCAV).   
 
A poster commemorating NYAPC’s involvement during 1968 
was prepared and will be on display in the lobby.  Thank you to 
all church members and our great staff who helped to make the 
44th Annual Conference on DC History one of the best ever. 
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HISTORY HAPPENS . . .  AT NYAPC 
 

David and Helen Williams 
by Edith Snyder 

 
 
(As part of the NYAPC History Committee’s “Bicentennial In-
terviews Project,” Marilyn Seiber and Edith Snyder interview 
long-time NYAPC members and friends for the church archives. 
Edie interviewed Helen and David Williams on November 26, 
2017, for this project and for the article below.) 
 
Fifty years ago this month, David H. Williams proposed to Hel-
en Huff, and they married in January 1968 in the Lincoln Chapel 
of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church. Throughout 
their lives together, which include 10 years of assignments over-
seas, the Williamses have always found 
their way back to this church when in Wash-
ington, DC, drawn by the preaching, the 
music, the Sunday School, and the social 
service they found here. 
 
There was a moment, though, when 
NYAPC nearly lost this talented and dedi-
cated couple to another church. The year 
was 1975, and they had just returned from 
Kenya with their two young sons, David and 
Daniel. Helen and David thought it would 
be best for the children if they joined a 
church near their home in Falls Church, 
Virginia. They had all but decided on a 
place of worship where the family had been 
greeted warmly. “But then,” says David, 
“we made the mistake of visiting New York 
Avenue for one Sunday.” 
 
During the worship service, Senior Pastor 
George Docherty spotted David, who had been a soloist in 
NYAPC’s choir even before he joined the church in 1967. Rev. 
Docherty left the pulpit and walked down the aisle toward Da-
vid, exclaiming in his trademark Scottish brogue, “David, you’re 
back! Come and give me a wee hug!” Silence reigned in the 
Williams car on the way home that day until Helen finally broke 
it. “Well, that settles it, doesn’t it?” she said. Since then, Helen 
and David have never looked elsewhere for a church home. It 
helped that young David and Daniel favored NYAPC, too. 
 
Beginnings 
 
David says that his greatest accomplishment at NYAPC was “to 
bring Helen to the church.” David first saw Helen while waiting 
at a bus stop at 4th and Independence, SW near the Voice of 
America (VOA) offices where he staffed the Africa Division and 
she was an intern in VOA’s World English unit. David had just 
returned from Ethiopia, including two years as a high school 
teacher with the newly created Peace Corps followed by another 
two years with Radio Voice of the Gospel, a joint mission of the 
World Lutheran Federation and the World Council of Churches. 
 
“In Ethiopia, everyone talked at the bus stop,” David recalls, 
forming an instant community “as a hedge against the robbers 

and hyenas one might encounter on the walk home from the 
bus, 2 kilometers for me.” He was surprised that such conver-
sation did not take place at bus stops in the United States. Eve-
ryone was quiet; he did not talk with Helen that day. When a 
friend at VOA introduced them some weeks later, though, Da-
vid immediately recognized Helen as the young woman from 
the bus stop who had attracted his attention. They shared a 
table in the cafeteria, quickly discovering the many interests 
they had in common—international work, singing, and tennis, 
among them. They were married 14 months later. 
 
Helen, who grew up in Athens, Georgia where her father was a 
professor of mathematics, was “always interested in all things 
international.” She majored in French at the University of 
Georgia and spent a summer studying in Grenoble, France. 
Helen went on to complete a master’s degree in foreign service 
at Georgetown University in Washington, DC, thus landing the 
internship at VOA. She also became a pianist and tennis player 

as a young person. Her parents were “serious 
tennis players,” winning the Dallas Mixed 
Doubles Tennis Championship three times to 
retire the trophy, and encouraging their chil-
dren to learn the game. 
 
David’s initial passion wasn’t international 
work, but rather tennis and music. He rejected 
his mother’s proposal that he spend his junior 
year studying in Beirut, Lebanon, so that he 
could play and eventually captain the tennis 
team at Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsyl-
vania. “I didn’t want to miss the opportunity 
to be captain and told her that while I hoped to 
travel, I would never be more than a tourist.” 
David began playing tennis on Fire Island at 
age 13, “because I always wanted to have a 
net between me and my opponent.”  Born in 
upstate New York and raised in Queens where 
his father pastored the Astoria Presbyterian 

Church near the East River, David showed an early aptitude 
for music and attended a high school focused on the arts, 
where voice became his instrument of choice. Ultimately, 
when he returned home from Ethiopia and began work at 
VOA, it was the choir director at his father’s church who urged 
him to visit NYAPC and consider participating in the choir 
under Director of Music Stephen Prussing. 
 
Posts, Tennis, and Opera 
 
David spent 27 years with VOA from 1966 to 1993 in such 
capacities as bureau chief in London, European news editor, 
and head of Africa Broadcasting. He also served as chief diplo-
mat in Ibadan, Nigeria, where Helen volunteered at an orphan-
age for children from birth to about seven years of age.  
Meantime, David and Helen kept up with tennis, an activity 
that Helen describes as “a huge part of our lives.”  Adds David, 
“We found that when we were new to a country, playing tennis 
broke the ice.” The Williamses matched points with the top 
players in England and Kenya and in 1993 won the Washing-
ton Century Mixed Doubles competition. (The combined ages 
of the doubles team had to add up to 100, and together, David 
and Helen were then at 109.) “We aren’t power players and 
don’t look very good when we play,” says Helen, which con-
sistently led their opponents to underestimate them. “But  

(continued on p. 13 ) 
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David is a strategic player, and we run a lot and are good at 
angles.” 
 
David also continued to sing, lending his beautiful bass bari-
tone to NYAPC’s choir and musicals such as Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s Princess Ida, as well as such groups as the Vienna 
Light Opera Company in Vienna, Virginia, and the Washing-
ton Savoyards, the National Lyric Opera Company, and the  
Washington Concert Opera in the nation’s capital. He re-
members often being paired with Virginia (Ginge) Peddle for 
musicals and skits and performed one-act operas “The Tele-
phone” and “The Perfect Wife” with Elizabeth Gardner. In 
summer 2016, David performed a concert at NYAPC with 
grandsons Samuel and Elijah, who are following him in de-
veloping their gifts of and love for singing. In fact, David 
retired from the VOA 24 years ago to pursue musical theatre 
and the senior tennis circuit. 
 
Service at NYAPC 
 
In addition to his music, which has been so important to him 
and the church, David served a term on Session from 1994 
through 1996. During this period, he also chaired NYAPC’s 
Nominating Committee, working with such effective elders 
as Louise Berman, Gloria Franke, and Frances Gray. “We 
worked quickly,” recalls David, adding, “our motto was 
‘moving right along.’” He is particularly proud of two of that 
Committee’s accomplishments: appointing the first openly 
gay person as a church officer, and making it easier for mar-
ried couples to serve the church simultaneously, though on 
separate boards. 
 
For her part, Helen served as a Diaconal Minister (formerly 
Deaconesses) for several 
terms. She has enjoyed 
working with NYAPC’s 
youngest participants in 
the church nursery and 
found NYAPC’s work 
with Georgetown Presby-
terian Church to help settle 
the Vietnamese Boat Peo-
ple in the Washington 
Metropolitan region in 
1978 and 1979 particularly 
meaningful. Helen has 
been a volunteer with the 
Radcliffe Room ministry 
for many years. She con-
tinues to play the piano and sing with Radcliffe Room guests 
on Sunday mornings. Helen and Sharon Craig, wife of former 
Senior Pastor Rob Craig, also started what has become the 
annual Alternative Christmas program, initially benefiting the 
Nigerian orphanage where Helen volunteered.  Helen also 
deeply appreciates the intellectual quality of NYAPC’s Sun-
day School, commending Miriam Dewhurst especially for the 
classes she teaches. Silent retreats count among Helen’s fa-
vorite church activities, one of the few interests that the Wil-
liamses do not share. Quips David, “I never retreat and I’m 
never silent. I prefer to advance in the other direction.” 
 
NYAPC also sponsored their son David as he began seminary 
and sought a career in ministry. Today, David is pastor of 
Poolesville Presbyterian Church in Poolesville, Maryland, 

and a published author whose most recent work is a novel 
titled When the English Fall. Helen and David credit partici-
pation in NYAPC’s 7-2-9 ministry for those with mental 
illness and the early attention of Bob and Imogene Wilden 
for sparking their son’s interest in becoming a minister. Son 
Daniel, who also grew up in the church, is a professor of 
organic chemistry at a college in Montreal, Quebec in Cana-
da. 
As they prepare to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary 
in January, Helen and David are grateful for all those at the 
church whose gifts have enriched their lives along the way—
preaching from Rev. Docherty to Rev. Roger J. Gench, the 
music of Steve Prussing and current Director of Music Stan 
Engebretson, the faithfulness of Mary Prussing Roos, the 
stage and sound management of Max Roos, and the prayers 
and social outreach of Rev. Dr. Jack McClendon, among so 
many others.  
 
And they are grateful for each other. “Ours has been a happy 
marriage—always entertaining, for which we are most 
thankful,” says Helen. 

Psalms discussions have resumed 
 
The group meets once a month on a Friday in the Do-
cherty Center.  The next meeting is January 12 at 
noon.  Before each meeting, Tom Dunlap sends an e-
mail to the group designating  two or more psalms for 
that month’s discussion.  We usually read each psalm 
in more than one translation.  We also talk about how 
it speaks to us and about any background information 
we have found. 
 
ALL ARE WELCOME.  If you are interested and 
can’t come on January 12, ask Tom Dunlap 
shakescene@aol.com for the date of the next meeting. 

Njoro Orphans’ Performance on Eighth 
Grade Exam 

 
1) James Njuguna  .....  204 out of 500 
2) David Kinuthia ........255 out of 500 
3) Denis Wairioko ........ 247 out of 500 
4) Rahab Wanja.............233 out of 500 
5) Stephen Mwangi....... 196 out of 500 
 
The first four students qualify to join high school. Stephen 
Mwangi, who got below 200, did not qualify for high school.  
We will have a meeting on Monday to see the way forward.  
Say Jambo to our friends.   
 
Much love,  
Francis 

(continued from p. 12) 
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NYAPC Organ on the Mend 
by Hal Hiemstra 

  
Initial efforts to successfully remediate a serious mold 
outbreak that was first discovered in our church in 
September were completed in mid-October. Following 
the discovery of mold in the Sanctuary and the Lincoln 
Parlor, Trustees contracted with an industrial hygienist 
to test rooms throughout the church and then sought 
bids from professional remediation companies special-
izing in cleaning large public spaces.  After an exten-
sive cleaning regimen that included wiping down eve-
ry surface in the sanctuary (including the underside of 
every pew and chair), HEPA vacuuming every hymnal 
and Bible in the sanctuary, cleaning every cushion and 
all HVAC vents and ducts in the sanctuary, as well as 
scrubbing the air with industrial air scrubbers, it was 
time to retest.   
 
Retesting of all hot spots that had been discovered in 
the church showed that they had been successfully 
treated and that mold levels were once again within a 
normal range everywhere in the church – except for 
the organ vault.    
 
The organ vault is a three-level room that sits immedi-
ately behind the front of the organ that is seen from the 
Sanctuary.  The large organ pipes that can be seen 
from the Sanctuary at the front of our organ are just a 
fraction of the pipes that make up our magnificent pipe 
organ.   In fact, organ builder Art Schlueter explains 
that NYAPC’s pipe organ is actually made up of 3000 
pipes.  Most of those are housed in racks that are con-
tained within the vault – along with bellows, blowers, 
electronics, and various air vents.   
 
Following the discovery of mold in the organ vault, the 
church flew Art Schlueter from Atlanta to Washington 
to inspect the organ and develop a remediation strate-
gy.  Because a pipe organ draws air from outside the 
organ when it is played and expels air back into the 
Sanctuary at the same time, and because the Sanctuary 
had just been successfully remediated, the decision 
was made to stop playing the organ until the vault 
could be successfully remediated.  That work is now 
underway.  
 
Directed by and working side by side with Art 
Schlueter, Green Clean Restoration, the same company 
that successfully remediated the Sanctuary and other 
rooms in our church is now meticulously helping clean 
every surface on the first level of the vault.  Cleaning 
the inside of the organ must be done with extreme 
care.  In some instances, when working around elec-

tronic panels for instance, professionals will be using 
Q-tips to clean mold spores.  In other instances, fine 
leather that makes up portions of the billows will need 
to be carefully brushed and cleaned.   
 
Coupled with the cleaning will be the installation of 
HEPA filters on all air vents inside the vault, and the 
introduction of air scrubbers and additional HEPA 
filters that will continually clean the air inside the or-
gan vault.  It is anticipated that the organ will be suf-
ficiently cleaned to allow for its use for Christmas.  
Following the holidays however, levels two and three 
inside the vault will also need to be cleaned, and dur-
ing that process the organ will once again be out of 
commission. 
 
Trustees have been working with outside engineers to 
determine how to better manage humidity levels in 
the church next year so that the mold issues we faced 
this year will not recur.   We have known for many 
years that our existing HVAC system was old and  
inefficient – but up until now, it had just made for 
some uncomfortable days in the church.  We now 
know that we can no longer avoid having to invest 
significant resources in retrofitting our existing sys-
tems.  In the coming weeks, Trustees will be deter-
mining how best to move forward before the cooling 
(and humidity) season begins in 2018. 

Letter from Eric Slaughter 

It's no secret that our church is experiencing some trouble 
with mold, like so many older buildings, and at the center 
of it is our organ. Our organ is an inspired treasure. 
Against my own allergy-informed judgment, I joined a 
team of members and experts on November 15 on an in-
spection tour of the mold-contaminated organ vault. But 
then it was very difficult to leave. Despite the visible mold 
plaques, I was struck by how very, very beautiful it is in-
side. I almost could not move in my awe. I recalled how, 
in the past, I would stand and stare at some of the spiritual 
art that graces our lives in this city. Indeed, this instru-
ment is truly a living, organic presence (as Art Schlueter 
says) that will not leave my memory for even a moment. 
Imagine 3000 pipes and hundreds of chambers, arranged 
in an exquisitely precise manner, each made, polished, 
placed, tuned and played by loving hands. Oh, and there 
was more, much more. There seems to be a divine pres-
ence painted within the organ's heart. I wish we could 
make a video so that we all could share in these visions 
and feelings. For now, please take the word of an old and 
sentimental sinner. We are truly blessed! Dear Precious 
Organ, thank you. May you live long. 
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PC(USA) Cuba Partners Network Meetings  
Affected by Hurricane Hugo 

by Marilyn Seiber 
 

The Cuba Partners Network gathering in September 2017 had 
been planned to meet in Houston, TX, four days after Hurricane 
Hugo hit that city.  Fast work on the part of Network planners 
changed the meeting to Chicago where partners gathered at the 
Cenacle Retreat Center, September 12-15, for the fifth time.  
The theme of the gathering was “Deepening Mutual Mission,”  
with nearly 60 people attending including four pastors from Cu-
ba who are Directors of the Synod and the Presbyteries of Ha-
vana, El Centro, and Matanzas.  Among topics discussed were 
“Best Practices of Partnerships” and a proposed new draft of the 
PC(USA) Guidelines for Mutual Mission that had not been up-
dated since the inception of partnerships in 1986. 
 
Hurricane damage and daily contacts with the Church in Cuba 
interspersed the agenda topics with news that thankfully there 
was no damage to churches and the seminary, except for downed 
trees and outside cleanup, although houses were flooded. In ad-
dition to discussion of the hurricane, Rev. Edelberto Gonzales 
reported that more churches will be opened in Eastern Cuba, 
although pastors are now being stretched thin with responsibili-
ties for three to five churches. The church is relying on lay peo-
ple to take care of many church activities.  There are now nine 
churches in Havana with four pastors; eleven churches in Matan-
zas with seven pastors, and thirteen churches in El Centro with 
six pastors. 
 
Betsy Merritt and Marilyn Seiber gave a presentation on the 
June 2017 White House Executive Order, “National Security 
Presidential Memorandum on Strengthening the Policy of the 
United States Toward Cuba.”  Betsy gave a Powerpoint presen-
tation on the legal aspects of the EO, and how it compared with 
current regulations.  Marilyn discussed the “on the ground” im-
plications of the announced rules from the perspective of travel-
ers, the church, State Department regulations, and those organi-
zations working on loosening or rescinding the U.S. embargo 
against Cuba.    In November 2017, the State Department listed 
hotels and restaurants that are off limits to U.S. travelers, as well 
as narrowing individual travel abilities in the People-to People 
category. 
 
RESPECT 
 
Marilyn also announced to the group a new organization related 
to Cuba travel established by Marazul Travel in New Jersey, 
Global Exchange, and MEDICC.  The name is RESPECT 
(Responsible and Ethical Cuba Travel), “a professional associa-
tion uniting nonprofit entities, travel agents, tour operators and 
other travel service providers dedicated to practicing and pro-
moting ethical and socially responsible travel of U.S. travelers to 
Cuba.” Members of the association agree to uphold 17 principles 
in organizing travel to Cuba, and more than 100 entities—travel, 
educational, health, church, transportation, academic—have 
signed on to the association.  NYAPC’s Cuba Partners Commit-
tee voted to sign the principles of agreement. 

Rev. Héctor Méndez Preaches  
on World Communion Sunday 

by Marilyn Seiber 
 

Rev. Dr. Héctor Méndez, Pastor Emeritus of our partner 
church First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana, 
preached in the NYAPC pulpit for the fifth time on World 
Communion Sunday, October 1, 2017.  Rev. Méndez retired 
in December 2016 after 51 years of  serving as an ordained 
minister of the Word and Sacrament.  He and his wife Oneida 
moved to Miami to be with their daughters and families, and 
Rev. Méndez has preached at various churches in the area as 
a guest preacher. 
 
Rev. Méndez’s sermon, “Faith in Times of Crisis,” was trans-
lated by Steve Yu at both worship services.  Rev. Méndez 
also assisted with communion, a baptism, and the time with 
children.  Between services, he led the Adult Christian Educa-
tion class, “Living in Hope,” also translated by Steve Yu.  
Following the 11:00 a.m. worship service, the Cuba Partners 
Committee hosted an informal lunch reception where the con-
gregation was able to meet Rev. Méndez, listen to his infor-
mal remarks and ask questions. 
 
On Sunday evening, Rev. Alice Tewell hosted a dinner for 
Rev. Méndez, where those who have known him from trips to 
Cuba had an opportunity for conversation and catching up on 
First Havana news. 
 
Upon his return, Rev. Méndez sent a message of thanks and 
comments about our partnership, and at the end of October, a 
report of his preaching activities and family.  Separately in 
September, he sent a note to friends assuring them that he and 
his family were not harmed by Hurricane Irma.   

FIRST HAVANA FLASH ANNOUNCEMENT!! 
 

NYAPC’s partner church, First Presbyterian-Reformed Church 
of Havana, has called a new pastor to follow Rev. Dr. Héctor 
Méndez, who retired from First Havana in December 2016.  The 
new pastor is Rev. Liudmila Hernandez, age 28, a recent gradu-
ate of the Theological Seminary in Matanzas.  She was ordained 
and served a church in Sancti Spiritus in central Cuba.  The con-
gregation of First Havana is excited to welcome Rev. Hernandez 
at her installation on January 14, 2018  and the NYAPC delega-
tion visiting First Havana in March 2018 is eagerly looking for-
ward to meeting her! 
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Sanctuary DMV Congregation Network 
Supported DACA and TPS  

 
First, some good news: on Thursday, October 26, Sanctuary DMV 
Congregation Network received an “I’ll Be There Award” pre-
sented by Jobs with Justice.   

In this last quarter, the Downtown Congregations Cluster of Sanc-
tuary DMV, of which NYAPC is a member, has been deeply in-
volved in trying to improve the legal status of DACA recipients 
and also TPS participants. The DACA (Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals)  program has helped 800,000 residents throughout 
the country.  TPS (Temporary Protected Status) is available to 
320,570 residents from El Salvador (195,000), Haiti (50,000), 
Honduras (57,000), and much smaller numbers from Nepal, Syria, 
Nicaragua, Yemen and Somalia.  These are countries which expe-
rienced natural or political disasters.  In neither of these programs 
did participants have a path to citizenship. 
 
DACA recipients have concentrated on supporting the legislation 
called the Dream Act, which would give a legal path to citizenship 
for DACA recipients, most of whom are fully integrated in our 
society and hold important jobs in many fields.  TPS recipients 
would also like a path to citizenship, but are concentrating now on 
trying to be able to recertify their TPS status.  Some of them have 
been in the country for as long as 22 years, and also hold im-
portant positions and do essential work in many fields. 
 
In the previous quarter, we supported the Dreamers (DACA recip-
ients) in their vigil at the White House.  In this last quarter, we 
demonstrated with TPS holders and with Dreamers who saw their 
dream of a new Dream Act fading before their eyes.  We have 
gathered the stories of DACA and TPS immigrants and told them 
to Congress, to the public, and to ourselves.   
 
Following is a list of demonstrations and actions in which we have 
participated: 
 
October 10: TPS Faith Press Conference 

October 18:  No Muslim Ban Ever – Hundreds attended from 
around the U.S., including a rally near White House and march to 
the Trump Hotel.  (Fritz, Ruth, and Rev. Sharon Stanley-Rea be-
low) 

October 24:  TPS Faith Vigil at White House.  We were joined 
by a large group from New York City called the Allianza Por 
TPS.   

October 29:  Sharon Stanley-Rea and a dreamer appeared in an 
interview with Silver Spring radio station WYCB-1340. 

October 31:  Meeting of Faith and Community Partners with 
DHS Representatives concerning TPS Support (including presen-
tation of our Sanctuary DMV TPS Sign-on Letter). 

October 31:  Email Delivery of Sanctuary DMV TPS Sign-on 
Letter to Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Elaine 
Duke.  No response yet. 

November 2:  DC City Council Committee of the Whole Public 
Hearing/Testimonies concerning PR22-448 (in support of 
Dreamers) & PR22-525 (in support of TPS).  Kathy Doan & 
Sharon Stanley-Rea testified.  They presented the Sanctuary 
DMV Letter.    (Note:  Both resolutions were subsequently 
passed.) 

October 29-November 4: Praying with Dreamers, National 
Week of Action (sponsored by Interfaith Immigration Coalition); 
included hundreds of educational, relational and advocacy events 
in support of dreamers throughout the country.  Also as a part of 
the week’s events, faith partners held a press conference in sup-
port of dreamers, with multiple high-level faith leaders.  They 
then performed civil disobedience with 15 faith members from 
around the country in Russell Rotunda, including three from our 
downtown DC cluster.  See article from the Christian Post about 
the civil disobedience: https://www.christianpost.com/news/
christian-leaders-arrested-peaceful-capitol-hill-protest-support-
dream-act-205096/.   
 
November 3:  Dreamer rally at the White House, with dreamer 
speakers and faith supporters.   

November 9:  National Student Walk Out in Support of Dream-
ers, Operation Dream Act Now! 

Dreamers Welcome at the Table.  A national campaign kicked 
off in mid-November to last through mid-December’s end of the 
Congressional session. 

(continued on p. 17) 
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December 6: Rally for DACA in Upper Senate Park  Rev. Sha-
ron Stanley-Rea was one of the demonstrators that were arrest-
ed.   

December 12: Mass and Procession in honor of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, from St. Peter’s on Capitol Hill to the Capitol, de-
manding that the Continuing Resolution include the Dream Act, 
which it does not at 
the moment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing TPS Support Work: 

There was new House legislation (HR4253) introduced concern-
ing TPS on Nov 3.  It is called The American Promise Act of 
2017, and as of this writing it has 55 Democratic co-sponsors. 

(Find it on Congress.gov at: https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th
-congress/house-bill/4253/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22%
3A%5B%22HR4253%22%5D%7D&r=1 ) 
 

 The Sanctuary DMV Congregation Network is working on a 
statement in response to the Nov. 6 announcement by DHS of 
the ending of TPS for Nicaraguans.  In the decision, Acting Sec-
retary of Homeland Security Elaine Duke announced she will 
terminate the TPS designation for Nicaragua with a delayed ef-
fective date of 12 months to allow for an orderly transition be-
fore the designation terminates on January 5, 2019. She also 
determined that additional information is necessary regarding 
the TPS designation for Honduras, and therefore has made no 
determination regarding Honduras at this time. As a result of the 
inability to make a determination, the TPS designation for Hon-
duras will be automatically extended for six months from the 
current January 5, 2018 date of expiration to the new expiration 
date of July 5, 2018. 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce has come out with a letter of 
support for TPS.  Additional business letters would be potential-
ly helpful, and Abel Nunez at CARECEN DC is particularly 
working on the possibility of support from Clark Construction, 
which has a significant number of TPS recipients in its labor 
force.   

DO YOU HAVE ANY CONTACTS WITH HIGH LEVEL 
BUSINESS LEADERS WE COULD CONTACT FOR UR-
GENT TPS SUPPORT? If so, notify:  

Fritz von Fleckenstein vonfleck@starpower.net, or Kathy Doan 
kathryndoan@yahoo.com 

My Dowry Ceremony  

and Upcoming Wedding  

by Cathy Wambui,  
Social Worker for the Njoro OVC Program 

 
My fiancé and I have been 
together for the past 2 years, 
and the time has come, we 
have agreed, to start a family 
together. As we walk this 
path, I believe that prayer is 
very paramount. When you 
pray mention this is your 
prayers.  We had the dowry 
ceremony on 2nd of Decem-
ber, and by the grace of God 
we have scheduled our wed-
ding for the 7th of April 2018. 
 

According to my culture, the dowry ceremony is simply 
a traditional wedding.  Families sometimes do it differ-
ently, though there are many similarities that cut across 
many families.   
 
The groom and his family visit the bride's family. They 
come to appreciate the bride's parents - they give cash 
(after some negotiation).   Since it is a ceremony, there is 
fun - before the groom’s family is allowed to come in, 
they are locked at the entrance of the gate. Women from 
the two families sing different songs. The groom's wom-
en request the other side to open the gate for them 
(singing), the others tell them they have no keys for the 
gate (singing also), they agree to give some little cash for 
the keys, the gate is opened, they eat together and later a 
few selected go into the house for negotiations 
 
Once the two families agree, the bride and groom are 
made to share a drink and maybe a piece of meat depend-
ing on how families do it, and they are allowed to do a 
church wedding.  The agenda is to appreciate the bride's 
parents for raising her, taking care of her, educating her 
if she is educated, loving her. Appreciation is in the form 
of money. 

 
Additional Upcoming Meetings/Trainings: 
 
Foundry United Methodist Church will conduct a rapid response 
training some time in January.  Kathy has high hopes for this 
training, and hopes that NYAPC people and Foundry people can 
come up with plans for supporting families of those who are 
deported.  Keep tuned! 

We continue to look for ways to recruit other churches in our 
region.  AME continues to be committed to reaching out to Afri-
can immigrants.  (Celeste from Metropolitan AME has been 
working in partnership with Kathy Doan for Know Your Rights 
training and relationship building in partnership with Un-
docublack—for work with African heritage population congre-

(continued from p. 16) 
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News from Iraq and Syria Presbyterian Churches 
by Marilyn Seiber  

 
News from our partner Presbyterian Churches in Iraq and Syria 
continues to amaze us with their work of Christian love and mis-
sion despite working in war environments and being over-
whelmed with displaced persons and refugees.  Reports from Rev. 
Elmarie Parker, PC(USA) Mission Co-worker for Iraq/Syria/
Lebanon, and from Marilyn Borst, Associate Director for Partner-
ship Development, The Outreach Foundation (Presbyterian) give 
us up-to-date news of what is happening in the region. 
 
In Iraq, 75% of all Christians have left since 2003 with only about 
250,000 remaining, mostly in the Catholic and Orthodox commu-
nities.  The Presbyterian Church has a small “footprint” with less 
than 200 families in three cities but its impact is enormous. 
 
Ms. Borst reports that the 
three Presbyterian con-
gregations in Basrah, 
Baghdad and Kirkuk all 
run kindergarten/nursery 
schools and are being 
urged by non-Christian 
families to open elemen-
tary schools.  The Good 
Shepherd Kindergarten is 
run by the Presbyterian 
Church in Baghdad and is 
rated #2 of nearly 400 
private kindergartens in the city!  (See photo.)  The school was 
designed by Elder Yousif al-Saka, an engineer by profession, who 
has visited NYAPC twice.  NYAPC helped fund the opening of 
the school with Alternative Christmas donations.  All three 
churches now have ordained pastors;  most recently a pastor with 
his family from Egypt has been installed at the Presbyterian 
Church in Basrah.  Ms. Borst also reported that Iraqi soldiers 
guard in 8-hour shifts the Holy Ground of the Basrah church—
and in her walks on church grounds, she counted 106 crosses atop 
the steeple, on walls, over windows, railings and doors.  She 
writes that for the Church in Iraq, the cross is “its sure foundation; 
its protection, its comfort, its wellspring for the joy, the patience, 
the faithfulness which it models to the world!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Damascus, Ms. Borst reports that the Presbyterian Church was 
again hit by mortar fire on October 2 that went through the roof 
but did not explode. (See photos.)  Fortunately, no one was there 
and the location was in a room adjacent to Rev. Boutros Zaour’s 
office.  The Outreach Foundation has made an appeal for funds to 
assist in the repair, and NYAPC’s Peace and Justice Committee 
authorized $750 to help. The Alternative Christmas gifts will also 
assist with the repair. 
 
Revs. Elmarie and Scott Parker write that they have begun a pro-
ject with the Middle East Council of Churches  for refugee chil-
dren in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon called “Strong Kids/Strong Emo-

tions.”    The purpose is to use art, music and drama to create a 
safe place for refugee kids to begin to identify, express and pro-
cess the difficult emotions they have collected by living through 
war in their formative years.  The weekly gatherings follow a 
curriculum that teaches emotional intelligence and resilience, 
along with Scripture content and teachings about the love of 
Jesus.  All this is done with peers and adult mentors.  Last sum-
mer a pilot program was run in Beirut with a group of 12 Iraqi 
children.  The successful pilot program has led them to launch in 
January 2018 a year-round, twice-weekly program that will 
reach one hundred Iraqi and Syrian children. 

Rev. Elmarie Parker shared this news from a pastor in  
Bethlehem  

 
 
 
 
 

The Christmas story 
starts with an imperial decree signed by Caesar Augustus. As I 
was watching President Trump's address Wednesday evening on 
our television, I could not help but think of the so-called Balfour 
Declaration signed 100 years ago when the British empire prom-
ised Palestine to the European Jews as their national homeland. 
Trump's address yesterday was indeed another such imperial de-
cree recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.  
 
Again and again we, the Palestinian people, are sacrificed at the 
altar of imperial politics. In that sense nothing is new for us Pales-
tinians. New is seeing a U.S. administration abandoning interna-
tional law and isolating itself from the larger international com-
munity. This is not only a disappointment to over one billion 
Muslim people for whom Jerusalem is Holy, but also a blow to an 
even larger Christian community who kept a vision for an inclu-
sive Jerusalem shared by two peoples and three religions.  
   
The situation is very volatile. Today the whole West Bank and 
Gaza are on strike. Our Dar al-Kalima University is on strike too 
and we had to cancel our conference planned for today. The Pal-
estinian people are in a state of mourning; mourning justice that 
was lost in the allies of power. And yet we do not believe in the 
power of Caesar but in the power of Christ, born in Bethlehem 
under occupation and crucified in Jerusalem by Roman authori-
ties. Most Caesars brought only bloodshed, destruction, and ani-
mosity to Jerusalem because they were not able to realize "what 
makes for peace."  
 
No decree will deter us from working for a just peace in Jerusa-
lem. We will continue to raise the next generation of creative 
leaders for Jerusalem and to grow hope all over Palestine. This is 
Christ's legacy in this country and we are determined to keep it 
alive. 
 
We ask our friends to pray for us, our staff, our teachers, our stu-
dents and their families. We ask our partners to raise their pro-
phetic voice in political advocacy. We ask our supporters to con-
tinue thinking of the little town not only because of Christmas but 
especially now at times like these.  

 
Advent blessings, 
Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb 
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Kenya Visitors in October -- Photo 
Journal of a Special Visit 

By Beth Braxton 
 

What an incredible unexpected joy to have four of our vulnerable 
students from the OVC (Orphans and Vulnerable Children) pro-
gram in Njoro Kenya visit with us this fall! – John Njoroge, 18, 
Peter Babu, 16, Rebecca Andisi, 16 and Virginia, 14. 
 
They not only experienced riding an airplane for the first time, but 
they also experienced riding an escalator for the first time, doors 
that open automatically, a train ride on the Metro, traffic that 
stops at red lights even when there is no traffic coming the other 
way, pillows on every bed, picking apples, three meals a day - 
every day – as much as you want, and high school students with 
smart phones. I know this “first list” is much longer!  For these 
students, just being here was a big education.  Your love and hos-
pitality for them was so encouraging and grace-filled! It will make 
a difference in their lives. 

 
The NYAPC Staff welcomed them with a lunch in Lincoln 
Parlor 

Barry Tindall gave them a tour of the history and ministry of 
the church 

 
They sat with tutors (Ann Laroche here) and their students at 
Community Club 

 
Member Laura-Brouse Long arranged a tour of the Museum 
of African Art 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Deacons served them a Pot-Luck Supper at the church 

 

(continued on p. 20) 
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They attended two days of classes at Bishop O’Connell High 

School where Alex Moore of our congregation is a student 
They were overwhelmed with apple picking on their way to 

the retreat 
They played “Amazing Grace “ on their recorders at the All 
Church Retreat as well as at the Deacon Pot-Luck supper 

And indeed as Pastor Roger often reminds us, God’s grace is all 
around us.  This visit was certainly one of amazing grace!   We 
were all very touched by the poem “Gratitude” that John Njoroge 
recited with movement at the All Church Retreat.  Let me close 
with this written copy as I too express my gratitude for our Njoro 
Steering Committee who attended to so many logistics to make 
this visit happen: Bob Braxton, Sarah Kirwin, Molly Lauer, 
Rhonda O’Bannon, Marsha Renwanz, Jim Turner, Fritz von 
Fleckenstein. 

 
And much gratitude for our hosts  
with whom they resided: 

 
Beth and Bob Braxton 
Carol Casperson 
Martha Davis and Habib Tekele 

My Dowry Ceremony  

and Upcoming Wedding  

by Cathy Wambui,  
Social Worker for the Njoro OVC Program 

 
My fiancé and I have been together for the past 2 years, 
and the time has come, we have agreed, to start a family 
together. As we walk this path, I believe that prayer is 
very paramount. When you pray mention this is your 
prayers.  We had the dowry ceremony on 2nd of Decem-
ber, and by the grace of God we have scheduled our wed-
ding for the 7th of April 2018. 
 
According to my culture, the dowry ceremony is simply 
a traditional wedding.  Families sometimes do it differ-
ently, though there are many similarities that cut across 
many families.   
 
The groom and his family visit the bride's family. They 
come to appreciate the bride's parents - they give cash 
(after some negotiation).   Since it is a ceremony, there is 
fun - before the groom’s family is allowed to come in, 
they are locked at the entrance of the gate. Women from 
the two families sing different songs. The groom's wom-
en request the other side to open the gate for them 
(singing), the others tell them they have no keys for the 
gate (singing also), they agree to give some little cash for 
the keys, the gate is opened, they eat together and later a 
few selected go into the house for negotiations 
 
Once the two families agree, the bride and groom are 
made to share a drink and maybe a piece of meat depend-
ing on how families do it, and they are allowed to do a 
church wedding.  The agenda is to appreciate the bride's 
parents for raising her, taking care of her, educating her 
if she is educated, loving her. Appreciation is in the form 
of money. 

(continued from p. 19) 
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2018 APPLICATION for International Mission Trip  
to Njoro, Kenya 

August 3 – August 16, 2018 
 

Please complete application form and put it in Rev. Beth Braxton’s folder in 1st floor mail room  
Date Received by Committee: ____________ 
Date of interview: _______________ 
 
NAME:   
Birth Date:   
Telephone   (Home)_________________________ (Cell )   
Email personal:   
Telephone (work:)   
Email work/school:   
Address:   
Zip+4, City:   
 
Health (generally healthy? Require any special medications? Special dietary requirements? 
  
  
  
 
Under age of 18, parent signature:   
If  applicable, your address at college:   
Address:   
Zip+4, City:   
 
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP section 
I have been a member of New York Presbyterian Church since date yyyy & mm:  
 
Outline of current church involvement (participation, responsibilities, leadership):   
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
Work/teaching skills I have to share (singing, teaching, Bible stories, computer, English language,  
crafts, photography, games for children, etc.) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
Please contact Rev. Dr. Beth Braxton for further information: revbeth.braxton@gmail.com; 
703-250-1156 or 1157(cell) 

 

mailto:revbeth.braxton@gmail.com
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2018 APPLICATION for International Mission Trip  
to Njoro, Kenya 

August 3 – August 16, 2018 
 

EXPERIENCES section 
Workcamp and mission experiences:   
  
  
 
As applicable, International Travel Experience  
  
  
  
 
Leading small or large group  worship   
  
  
 
PREFERENCES in Group Support activities (1, 2 and 3 choices) 
___ Computer skills 
___ Crafts  
___Games for children 
___ Dance skills 
___ Drama skills 
___ First Aid 
___ Group vespers 
___ Lead singing and music 
___ Photography 
___ Sports skills 
___ Vacation Bible School planning 
___ Scrapbook preparation 
___ Other _______________________ 
 
COST: Donate full Mission Trip cost per person? Yes: ___ (Check here) or No (partial):   
(donation independent of family / household, individual 2018 stewardship pledge to the NYAPC) 
If not donating full Mission Trip cost per person then what amount 
of full Mission Trip cost are you able to donate (write amount) $   
My questions:   
  
  
OTHER information section:   
  
  
 
From this experience I would hope to contribute/to learn (please write paragraph):   
  
  
  
  
  
 
Please contact Rev. Dr. Beth Braxton for further information: revbeth.braxton@gmail.com; 
703-250-1156 or 1157(cell) 

 

mailto:revbeth.braxton@gmail.com

