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Nearly 250 people gathered in the Sanctuary No-
vember 14 to hear Washington Post Columnist E.J. 
Dionne speak about the recent election, in the last of 
a series of three programs sponsored by the McClen-
don Scholar-in-Residence Program. Under the um-
brella title “After the Election: What Can Christians 
Do to Help Heal the Country?” the three programs 
brought political, historical and theological perspec-
tives to the question.  
 
"We need to be fearless in looking forward and re-
sisting what needs to be resisted . . .  hoping against 
hope that we are wrong in our fears,” said Dionne, 
whose talk, “A Country Divided: What Do We Do 
Now?” gave a political analysis of the election. He 
spoke about his strong Catholic faith and called us 
all to empathy, saying “We cannot be selective in 
our empathy. . . . Empathy cannot be fashionable." 
 
The three-part series began with an October 5 
presentation by historian Ronald White: “Lincoln 
and Grant: Models for Presidential Leadership and 
Reconciliation.” White, who has published a new 

biography of Ulysses Grant, 
American Ulysses, along with a 
biography of Abraham Lincoln, 
drew on this research for his talk. 
About 60 people attended the 
event, which was co-sponsored by 
the DC Lincoln Society.  
 
 
 
 
 
Then, over the weekend of October 15 and 16, Dr. 
Miroslav Volf of Yale Divinity School provided us 
with a theological perspective, presenting on Saturday 
morning, leading a Saturday night discussion, and 
preaching on Sunday. Over 80 people from around the 
DC area attended his Saturday presentation, “A Public 
Faith in Action: Working for the Common Good.” 

Volf discussed his con-
cerns about a “fortress 
mentality” that is grow-
ing in Europe and the 
United States and fo-
cused on how important 
it is that people of all 
faiths step into the public 
square. He defined hope 
as "faith on tiptoes." Pol-
itics is not everything, so 
we cannot let the out-
come of a single election, 
whatever it may be, dash 
the joy of being. People 
of faith must "cultivate 
joy," he said. 

 
 
The McClendon Scholar-in-Residence Program stands 
at the place where faith, intellect and justice meet, 
bringing scholars to Washington to speak on their most 
recent research and to share their learning and their 
vision. It was established through the insight and gen-
erosity of the late Rev. Dr. Jack E. McClendon, associ-
ate minister of NYAPC from 1957 to 1991.  New pro-
grams are being planned for 2017. Stay tuned! 

McClendon Scholar Programs Focus on Faith and Election Divisions 
by Meg House 
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Nominatiions for the Class of 2019 
by Molly Smith 

 
This has been an exciting season for the NYAPC Nominating 
Committee.  Under the steady leadership of Mary Spatz, we 
began meeting weekly, starting during the summer, and have 
been working hard to come up with a wide range of talented 
nominees for the vacancies on the four boards of the church.  
With this list of nominees, we truly feel like we have come up 
with a perfect balance of long-time members, newer members, 
various levels of experience, and an enormous amount of talent.  
This year, we also have a number of people who have previously 
been members of other boards of the church joining a board that 
is new to them. 
 
The new nominees for the class of 2019 include the following: 
 
Joining the Board of Trustees, we have Mason Hubbard.  Rebec-
ca Davis and Caroline White have agreed to re-up for another 
three years, so that makes up our new Class of 2019 for the 
Board of Trustees. 
 
Joining the Session, we have Helen Anthony, Yongo Ding, Mol-
ly Wagner, Kristin Ford, Fred Dann, and Miriam Dewhurst.  
Brian Schimming has agreed to re-up for another three years, so 
that makes up our new Class of 2019 for the Session. 
 
Joining the Board of Deacons, we have Alex Moore, David 
Brown, Amy Gillespie, and David Kroeker-Maus.  Aryn Myers 
and Koloina Randrianarivony have agreed to re-up for another 
three years, so that makes up our new Class of 2019 Board of 
Deacons. 
 
And finally, joining the Board of Diaconal Ministers, we have 
Heather Choi, John Schultheis, Martha Sykora, Cindy Dickin-
son, Diane Douglas, and Beth Dumez.  ShuXian McKenna has 
agreed to re-up for another three years, so that makes up our 
new Class of 2019 for the Board of Diaconal Ministers. 
 
If you happen to run into any of these wonderful people, please 
congratulate them and thank them for their commitment.  If you 
are interested in joining one of these boards and have not been 
asked, please speak to Mary Spatz so we, the nominating com-
mittee, can put you on our list for next year. 

 

NYAPC to Host Martin Luther King Service 
 
The Interfaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington was 
pleased to accept the invitation of NYAPC to host the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Service on January 8 at 3:00 PM. Sharing in 
the leadership of the service will be Christians, Muslims, Jews, 
Hindus, Buddhists and other religious groups.  The Council of 
Churches of Greater Washington is one of the sponsors. 
 
Historically the service has been held on the second Sunday of 
January, with NYAPC having previously hosted the service 
five years ago. The occasion reminds all in attendance of the 
impact that Martin Luther King had on the Civil Rights Move-
ment, with liberty and justice for all Americans. 

NYAPC 2016 Christmas Pageant 
By Pastor Alice Tewell 

 
Once again, this year on December 11 at 10 am, we have the 
wonderful opportunity to prepare for Jesus Christ through the 
eyes and hard work of our children and youth.  This year’s Christ-
mas pageant includes a traditional lessons and carols service.  It  
also features our partners in Njoro, Kenya and Havana, Cuba.  
 
As usual, the Pre-K class plays the sheep, the Lower Elementary 
Class (grades K-2) plays the Angels, and the Upper Elementary 
(grades 3-4) plays the shepherds.  The middle school class (5-7th 
grade) pantomimes the roles of Mary, Joseph, the Angel Gabriel 
and the three Wise Women.  There is a special appearance of Her-
od as well! The rest of the middle schoolers and older youth pro-
vide us with the reading and prayers.  
  
We would like to give a special thank you to our directors of the 
Youth Choir, Samantha Scheff and Molly Wagner (also the co-
director of the whole pageant!). 
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Community Club Does it Again! 
by Molly Lauer, Board Member of NYA Foundation 

 
Community Club graduated another twenty-four seniors 
in May 2016, after years of meeting on Thursday nights 
for tutoring. 
 
Students in the Class of 2016 were accepted to the 
following schools: Alabama A&M ▪ American Univ. ▪ 
Becker Univ. ▪ Benedict College ▪ Bennett College ▪ 
Bowie State Univ. ▪ Capital Technology Univ. ▪ Central 
State Univ. ▪ Claffin Univ. ▪ Clark-Atlanta Univ. ▪ Cop-
pin State Univ. ▪ Coastal Carolina Univ. ▪ East Carolina 
Univ. ▪ Delaware State Univ. ▪ Fayetteville State Univ. ▪ 
Florida Memorial Univ. ▪ Fordham Univ. ▪ Frostburg 
State Univ. ▪ George Mason Univ. ▪ George Washing-
ton Univ. ▪ Hampton Univ. ▪ Harrisburg Univ. of Sci-
ence and Technology ▪ Howard CC  ▪ Howard Univ. ▪ 
Johnson & Wales Univ. ▪ Lincoln Univ. ▪ Marlboro 
College ▪ Marymount Univ. ▪ Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts ▪ Morgan State Univ. ▪ Morris College ▪ 
New York Institute of Technology ▪ Norfolk State Univ. 
▪ North Carolina A&T ▪ North Carolina Central ▪ Ohio 
State ▪ Old Dominion ▪Pace Univ. ▪ Penn State ▪ Salis-
bury Univ. ▪ Seton Hall Univ. ▪ Shaw Univ. ▪ South 
Carolina State Univ. ▪ Spelman College ▪ Stevenson 
Univ. ▪ St. Leo Univ. ▪ Temple Univ. ▪ Towson Univ. 
Trinity Washington Univ. ▪ Tuskegee Univ. ▪ Univ. of 
Advancing Technology ▪ Univ. of Delaware ▪ UDC  ▪ 
Univ. of Louisville ▪ Univ. of Maryland ▪ Univ. of Mar-
yland Eastern Shore ▪ Univ. of Mary Washington ▪ 
Univ. of Oklahoma ▪ Univ. of Pittsburgh – Bedford ▪ 
Univ. of Vermont ▪ Univ. of the Virgin Islands ▪ Wash-
ington & Jefferson College ▪ Virginia Commonwealth 
Univ. ▪ Virginia Union Univ. ▪ Xavier Univ. 
 

At the graduation celebration, Community Club also 
recognized the seven former members who were gradu-
ating from college, bringing the total number of college 
graduates for the program to one hundred seventy. 
 
 

$52,270 was awarded in college scholarships to Commu-
nity Club’s current and rising collegians, including these 
twenty-four graduating seniors, enabling many of them to 
be able to achieve their dream of going to college.  
 
The New York Avenue Foundation is the primary source 
of funding for the Community Club, granting it $40,000 
in 2015 and likely a similar total in 2016.  
 
As you consider your end-of-year giving, consider giving 
to the New York Avenue Foundation to help it keep 
Community Club thriving and supporting students both in 
school and in college. A volunteer Board of Directors 
conducts the work of the Foundation without any mone-
tary compensation. As a result, over 96 percent of the 
money raised is passed through to our grantees to help 
achieve the Foundation’s mission to be a catalyst of edu-
cational advancement for youth in need throughout Wash-
ington, DC.  
 

http://www.nyapc.org/


AVENEWS Page 4 December 2016 

Our Newest Members 
by Paul Dornan 

 
The following people joined the NYAPC faith community during 
2016.  As you can see from their introductions, they display a 
wondrous range of gifts, passions and commitments.  When you 
spy their names on a nametag, please introduce yourself.  In addi-
tion, three of our confirmands joined the church last spring, Jack 
Anderson, Lauren Gillies and Alex Moore.  Hannah Cox, a 
young adult, also participated in the last series of new member 
classes, and will be formally joining NYAPC when she returns to 
the States from an overseas trip. 
 
Tracey Beeker is rejoining NYAPC after spending time in both 
Missouri and DC the last eight years. Professionally, Tracey is a 
marketing strategist and has worked in the children’s media, en-
tertainment and education fields for more than 25 years. She is 
daughter to Gay and Lou; sister to Robin, Michael and Kyle; 
Aunt Tracey to Kody, Kendra, Alex, Matt and Jacob and Nana 
Tracey to Zion, Ilia, Evela and Luka. Tracey enjoys worshipping 
at NYAPC and looks forward to volunteering with the Communi-
ty Club when school resumes next fall and lending her experi-
ence to the NYA Foundation.   
 
Sarah Benzing was born and raised in rural southwest Iowa, 
where she attended Neola First Presbyterian Church.  In 2015, 
Sarah moved to Washington, DC from Iowa to work in the Unit-
ed States Senate. In her spare time she enjoys catching a movie, 
learning to make pasta (taste testers welcome), a good conversa-
tion over dinner, and various outdoor activities, including run-
ning, biking, swimming and taking advantage of living in DC.   
 
Brian Glen Carlson is a native of Nebraska and a fourth-
generation Presbyterian.  He is currently a Ph.D. candidate at the 
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies in 
Washington, where he is writing his dissertation on China-Russia 
relations.  He has lived in China for five years and Russia and 
elsewhere in the former Soviet Union for three years.   
 
Yongo Ding's favorite Seinfeld character is Kramer because Kra-
mer is always proud of who he is.  Yongo's love languages in-
clude physical affection, quality time, and food.  Esau is Yongo's 
favorite Biblical character because Yongo also feels vulnerable 
when he is hungry.   
 
David Douglass served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Paraguay, 
which led him into a career in international development consult-
ing.  A native of Falls Church, David can't get enough of college 
basketball, canine companions, presidential politics, and the TV 
show Homeland.   
 
A self-confessed political junkie, Silke Sookraj fancies herself a 
pollster who revels in predicting, albeit incorrectly, the outcome 
of every presidential primary. Silke is also a dilettante who dab-
bles in poetry, international adventure travel, and whatever the 
latest fad or trend may be. She is originally from Guyana, South 
America.  David and Silke married at NYAPC in November. 
 

Scott Hulsey is transferring his membership from Druid Hills 

Presbyterian Church in Atlanta.  Scott is a native Georgian and a 

reformed Southern Baptist.  He looks forward to participating in 

worship services and volunteering.  

 Brent Ling and Megan Janicki have lived in DC for several 

years.  They have been married for three years.  They live in 

Northeast with their cat, Clem.  Megan is an educator currently 

working for an adult public charter school.  Brent is currently a 

student pursuing a Masters in Public Health at Johns Hopkins.   

 

Sarah McGinnis grew up in Hickory, NC.  Her summers were 
spent hiking and camping in Montreat.  She likes to spend her 
free time outdoors in the mountains with friends and family.    
 
A native Michigander, Sam Obermyer moved to DC in Septem-
ber after stops in Ohio and Florida.  He currently works for Siri-
usXM and enjoys sports and learning history in his free time. A 
life-long Presbyterian, he is happy to be joining a new church 
family like the one in which he grew up.   
 
Gail Smith is a native Washingtonian, raised on Capitol Hill and 
living now in Deanwood.  Gail is a widow with one son and 
daughter-in-law, eight sisters and four brothers.  Her beliefs 
come out of her understanding of a prayer of Jane Austen:  
“Incline us, O God:  To think humbly of ourselves; to be severe 
only in the examination of our own conduct; to consider our  
fellow creatures with kindness, and to judge all they say and do 
with the same charity which we would desire from them our-
selves.  Amen.”   
 
Shannon Stewart lives in Arlington and enjoys cooking, fitness 

and watching TV and YouTube videos.  Her top accomplishment 

this year so far has been to master cooking every type of chili.   

 

Melissa Vono is a preacher's kid who grew up in North Carolina 
and loves the UNC Tar Heels. She and her husband live in DC 
with their cat.  She loves yoga and running and just completed 
her second half-marathon.   

NYAPC “Garden” Winter Clean-Up 
by Marilyn Seiber 

 
On December 3, 2016, members of the NYAPC Park Committee 
endured a cold, blustery morning of “gardening” around the church.  
Aryn Myers, Marilyn Seiber, and Courtney Spearman raked, planted, 
and swept to clean up the flowerbeds in front of the church.  They 
also raked and pulled weeds in the fenced area of the H Street side of 
the park.  Barry Tindall provided 50 flower bulbs that were planted 
in front of the church.  We hope they will survive to look beautiful in 
the spring—if the rodents or squirrels do not eat them first!  The 
workers did not 
tackle the tree wells 
on H Street due to 
poison ivy—a lesson 
learned by Aryn the 
last time we did park 
clean-up.  We will 
ask the National 
Park Service to pow-
er wash the benches 
before winter sets in, 
and we hope the 
coming winter will 
not damage the 
shrubs and plants for 
spring revival. 
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Showing of My Name is Adil at NYAPC 
by Fritz von Fleckenstein 

 
On October 23, 2016, NYAPC showed the film My Name is Adil 
as part of the Third Annual Immigration Film Festival.  The film 
is the true story of a Moroccan boy whose father emigrated to 
Italy seeking work, leaving Adil and his mother in the care of an 
uncle.  When Adil was in his teens, things did not work out well 
with the uncle, and Adil decided to join his father.  He faced diffi-
culties crossing the sea and some mountains, but finally was able 
to rejoin his father and get an education and job training.  It con-
veys clearly the feelings of an immigrant who feels that he 
doesn’t truly belong to either country. 
 
The film was attended by about sixty people.  I was surprised by 
the number of people who kept pouring in, mostly buying cash 
tickets.  There were some people who bought tickets and told me 
that they could not come, so we invited Radcliffe Room guests, 
specifying to the volunteers only that they be the ones who could 
be trusted to make no loud interruptions of the movie.  Several 
came and fit in quite well with the other viewers.  At least one of 
the guests helped set up the chairs for the showing.   
 
The film-maker, Mr. Andrea Pellizzer, was in attendance and 
proved to be extremely charming.  He was scheduled to discuss 
the film after the showing along with Kathy Doan.  Unfortunately, 
she was called out in the middle of the showing because her father 
had fallen and was being taken to the hospital (he broke no bones 

and recovered quickly).  So Kathy left me with the list of ques-
tions for Mr. Pellizzer.  I started with some of the questions that 
our film committee had come up with when we watched the 
film.  Then he suggested taking questions from the audience, and 
they responded eagerly.  It was all very satisfying, although it 
tended to concern the process of making the movie more than the 
problem of immigration.  Twenty-five people filled out the evalu-
ations, and a large proportion of them liked the film very much 
and felt that they had learned something about immigration.  Mr. 
Pellizzer remarked that this film was the first of a series of pro-
jected movies of a similar name (My Name Is . . .), and one evalu-
ator said that they were looking forward to seeing these movies. 
 
One thing that was fascinating was that gaining legal status in 

Italy did not seem overly onerous.  Adil was sneaked into the 
country, but later his father was able to arrange to have Adil 
added to his passport. When Adil had received his training, he 
was able to get a visa of his own.  Still later, he and his father 
were able to get Adil's mother and brothers and sisters into the 
country as relatives.  Mr. Pellizzer did mention that this situation 
was changing somewhat with the influx of refugees, and atti-
tudes in Italy were hardening,  but it was nothing like the harsh-
ness and irrationality of what is happening in the U.S.  Adil was 
able to make several trips back to Morocco for shooting pic-
tures, and videos also, and to visit the family there.   
 
Adil suggested making this film when he was a student in Mr. 
Pellizzer’s film class.  He assisted in directing it.  All of the ac-
tors were amateurs, and the children who played the parts of 
Adil's friends were, of course, the second generation of the fami-
lies of those friends.  Even the evil uncle turned out to be a fairly 
good man, who improved considerably after he was able to get 
work, marry and raise a family.  He and Adil have a good rela-
tionship now. 

The Weight of the Evidence 
by Paul Dornan 

Justice John Marshall Harlan, whose dis-
sent in the 1896 Supreme Court decision 
in Plessy v. Ferguson challenged the ma-
jority’s ruling that separate but equal facil-
ities could be a genuine possibility and 
provided part of the rationale for the 
Court’s overturning of Plessy 58 years 
later, was a member of The New York 

Avenue Presbyterian Church, an elder and a trustee.  In 
fact, Justice Harlan actively pursued a strategy within the 
denomination to make NYAPC the “national Presbyterian 
church.” 
 
Justice Harlan for many years was a close friend of  
William Howard Taft, who became President and later 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, although the latter 
occurred only after Harlan had died.  Taft and Harlan va-
cationed at the same resort north of Quebec on the St. 
Lawrence River.  Both men were large, but by the time he 
entered the White House Taft had ballooned to over 300 
pounds. 
 
Doris Kearns Goodwin recounts the following golf story 
in her book The Bully Pulpit.  Goodwin writes, “Taft hap-
pened upon … Justice Harlan ‘jumping up and down to 
coax a ball in that was hovering on the very edge of the 
first hole.’  Having no luck, Harlan called over to Taft:  
‘Come on!  You jump.  That will do the business.’”  These 
days we expect Washington heavyweights to throw their 
weight around, but even today it might be exceptional for 
a President and a Supreme Court Justice to jump so as to 
nudge a lipped putt into the hole. 



AVENEWS Page 6 December 2016  
 

Moment for Stewardship 
by Rachel Browning 

(Originally delivered November 13, 2016) 

 
This year our Stewardship theme is derived from the 
Apostle Paul’s letter to the Corinthians in which he talks 
about being a cheerful giver, and I should tell you that the 
events of this past election have left me feeling anything 
but cheerful. 
 
When I awoke the Wednesday morning after the presiden-
tial election, knowing the results and having slept exactly 
two hours, like many of you, I was flooded with feelings 
of disbelief, anger, and profound sadness – the sense that I 
was staring into a giant gulf, a divide in this country that 
many of us knew was there, but the depth of which we’d 
obviously underestimated. 
 
And I have two confessions to make:  First, I must admit 
that, selfishly, I was grateful that, unlike the children of 
other parents I know, my daughters are too young for Kim 
and me to need to inform them of the results or explain to 
them what it reflects in our society or might mean for the 
future of our country. Second, I probably spent too much 
time on Facebook, reading others’ reactions, absorbing 
more anger and sadness and disbelief.  I’m not sure how 
healthy or productive that was for me, but I needed to 
know in those hours that I was not alone in my grief, and 
at times throughout this week, reading and listening to oth-
ers’ thoughts, musings, and even rants, brought me some 
solace. 
 
But I also noticed something else as I read.  Amid the 
posts expressing fear and hopelessness, I began to see oth-
er posts from those vowing to respond in positive and em-
powering ways, by reaching out to the vulnerable, standing 
up to bullying, volunteering at local, community-based 
non-profits, or donating money to causes and organiza-
tions that reflect their values. 
 
And that brought me to thoughts of The New York Ave-
nue Presbyterian Church and to what I would say to you 
about Stewardship. 
 
As many of you know, Kim and I came here about seven 
years ago for professional reasons.  Neither of us has fami-
ly here – they live in Texas and California – and in so 
many ways, this place has become our family as well. 
 
You’ve been here for us when we’ve grieved the loss of 
loved ones. You brought us strength and comfort four 
years ago when I discovered I had a brain tumor that re-
quired major surgery and eight weeks of recovery.  You 
lifted us up as we navigated the long, often emotionally 
draining adoption process – a process that, two and a half 
years ago, brought us our twin daughters Ava and Ellie, 
whom you also have lifted up, baptized, and welcomed as 

family.  Indeed, DC would be an isolating place for us to 
live were it not for the community of NYAPC. 
 
A community that sees the challenges facing our public 
schools and offers tutoring and mentoring to children in 
need.  A community that chooses not to look away from 
the homeless and instead opens its arms and its doors and 
offers a place of refuge.  A community that provides the 
use of its building and extends services and fellowship to 
those with mental illness and developmental disabilities.  
A community that reaches out in partnership with congre-
gations and organizations in Cuba, Kenya, Iraq and Syria, 
and that hosts lectures, concerts, Bible studies, and week-
end retreats of solitude and spiritual renewal.  A commu-
nity that welcomes someone like me, a gay woman, and 
my wife, and our two African-American daughters, and 
treats our family not as an “other” to be feared or pitied, 
but as children of God, worthy of His love and called to 
serve Him by worshipping with you, devoting our time 
and talents, and pledging financially to support the minis-
tries of this church.  A community that, within hours of 
receiving the results of this stunning election, opened its 
doors once again to those in need of a place to grieve and 
pray and feel safe. 
 
When I think of all the things we do here together, I real-
ize that it matters less who occupies that house up the 
street and more what we promise to continue to do for one 
another and for the most vulnerable in our midst, and that 
includes reaching out to those with whom we believe we 
could never share anything in common.  Perhaps NYAPC 
is a place where we can work to bridge this divide that 
often feels so big, so threatening, so overwhelming. 
 
But we can’t do these things without the commitment and 
financial support of all of you.  Many of you already pro-
vide that; many of you have already pledged; and you 
have inspired Kim and me to do more, to give more, to be 
better people and better stewards of this place, and for that 
we are thankful.  And to those who have not yet pledged, I 
simply ask that you reflect on Roger’s sermon and on 
what I have said; on what NYAPC means to you and on 
what you believe God asks of you. 
 
Please consider giving all that you can, as we all strive to 
be better disciples of Christ and continue the work of 
healing our fractured world.  

Save the Date: Christmas Craft Time 
for Children, Youth and Families  

Join us to make a Nativity Scene in a box!  We 
will also watch a Holy Moly Advent video.  De-
cember 18, 9:00-9:45 am, Park Level. 
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Alternative Christmas Giving 2016 
A Minute for Mission by Marilyn Seiber 

 
Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way . . .  The bells bring 
images of merriment, gaiety, and celebration . . .  A wonderful 
time in this Season of Christmas. 
 
We are also reminded during the Season of Advent of the true 
meaning of Christmas, that Christ’s birth is the gift of Love and 
Caring and  Sharing, that we are called to rejoice in this Season 
remembering all God’s children. 
 
We have an opportunity this Christmas to show our love and con-
cern for others by giving special Christmas gifts, Christmas giv-
ing to show the homeless, District seniors, the stricken in war-
torn Middle East, the struggling in Cuba, orphans in Kenya, refu-
gees in South Sudan, immigrants in the Washington area, and 
Palestinian farmers—show them that we remember them and 
their plights. 
 
NYAPC’s Alternative Christmas Gifts opportunity begins Sun-
day, December 4 and runs through the next two Sundays, Decem-
ber 11 and 18.  The Peace and Justice Committee invites you to 
visit the booths in the back of the Sanctuary.  There you will find 
the stories of people and projects, many our NYAPC Partners and 
all linked to our mission and outreach. 
 
In the District, we have a new project, Capital Area Immigrants’ 
Rights Coalition, or CAIR Coalition, whose Executive Director is 
our own Kathy Doan. Our gifts will help detained children under 

the age of 18.  Open Arms Housing for the city’s vulnerable 
women, and the DC Geriatric Day Care Center for seniors are 
two traditional programs in the city that we have supported in the 
past. 
 
Internationally, we have our Orphans and Vulnerable Children 
Program in Kenya, and our partner church, First Presbyterian-
Reformed Church of  Havana.  Rev. Méndez retires December 11 
after being ordained for 51 years, and First Havana seeks to con-
tinue its many mission outreach programs with your help. 

In the Middle East, we have four Presbyterian partner churches in 
Baghdad and Basrah, Iraq, and in Damascus and Homs, Syria.  
All four churches are in the midst of wars and the flood of inter-
nally displaced refugees whom the churches are helping with 
shelter, food, clothing, and fuel.  We have had International 
Peacemakers from the Baghdad and Basrah churches visit 
NYAPC, as well as Miray Zaour, the daughter of the Damascus 
pastor, who has led a Christian education class here; and Rev. 
Rami al Maqdasi, who was ordained at the Damascus church and 
was here with us for World Communion Sunday this year.  These 
are people and churches we know, and they need our help. 
Finally, the International Medical Corps in South Sudan needs 
the gifts of love that we can provide to support their work.   
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History Happens . . . at NYAPC 
 

Marian Carroll 
by Edith Snyder, Karen Mills, Evelyn Ying and Olivia Lewis 

 
(As part of the NYAPC History Committee’s “Bicentennial Interviews Project,” Marilyn Seiber and Edie Snyder interview 
long-time NYAPC members for the Archives files. For this project and the article that follows, Karen Mills, a faithful friend of Mar-
ian and Jack Carroll, and Edith Snyder interviewed Marian just before her 100th birthday. Also close to Marian, Evelyn Ying and Olivia 
Lewis contributed their recollections of experiences and conversations with her.)  

On May 30, 2016, Marian 
McAmbley Carroll cele-
brated her 100th birthday 
at home in Riderwood 
Village, Silver Spring, 
Maryland. Cake and con-
versation with friends 
from NYAPC and else-
where and Riderwood 
staff marked this major 
milestone in her life. Past 
birthdays, though, would 
have found Marian with 
her beloved husband, 
Jack, driving the Skyline Drive where they enjoyed the unfolding 
of spring. 
 
John Joseph “Jack” Carroll was central to Marian’s life, as she 
was to his. Jack, World War II veteran, economist, and professor, 
died May 7, 2009. As the program for his memorial service at 
NYAPC noted, “Jack often remarked that his marriage was the 
happiest achievement of his life.” Wed in 1940, Marian and Jack 
had 68 years together. 
 
Jack and Marian first met at the University of Michigan when he 
was a freshman and she a graduate student. Although they were 
two years apart in age, Jack had struggled to go to college. Born 
in Chicago, he grew up in Middletown, New York and was ac-
cepted to, but could not afford to attend, Columbia University to 
study economics. The University of Michigan, however, was 
within reach, although Jack “worked his way through school,” 
paying for his education “course by course,” Marian recalls. He 
graduated in 1941 with his bachelor’s degree in economics. 
 
Marian grew up near Bradford, Pennsylvania, in the country three
-and-a-half miles from the oil company town. Encouraged by her 
mother for whom “education was number one,” Marian graduated 
from Randolph Macon Women’s College in Lynchburg, Virginia; 
the school is now Randolph College and became a coeducational 
institution in 2007. She studied Latin throughout high school and 
in college, where she concentrated on psychology and sociology. 
A year working in a local school library led Marian to decide on a 
career as a librarian, which she accomplished at some six different 
libraries, large and small. “I always worked in libraries,” she says. 
“It is the kind of work you can lay down and from which you can 
walk away.” After graduating from Randolph Macon, Marian 
went to Michigan to study library science and work at the univer-
sity library. 
 
Marian and Jack were married on a Sunday afternoon, eloping 
without their families present because their parents did not sup-
port the match. She remembers wearing “a white dress in a popu-

lar style” and having three attendants at a simple ceremony that 
culminated in breakfast. 
 
The Carrolls’ two children, John and Mary Alice, were born in 
Michigan, where Jack completed his Ph.D. in 1954 after returning 
from service in World War II. Jack enlisted with the U.S. Army 
Air Forces and served as a flight navigator. His memorial pro-
gram states, “It was through Jack’s courage and determination 
that he evaded capture when his plane was shot down” over 
France. Marian recalls Jack telling her of the kindness of people 
who helped him hide from the Germans in a barn.  

 
Meantime, Marian managed her household with two small chil-
dren and through the many shortages of wartime America. When 
the war ended, Marian was told by then-retired head librarian 
William Warner Bishop, who among many achievements orga-
nized and catalogued the Vatican Archives, that her job at the 
University of Michigan library needed to go to a man. 
 
Life after the War and Michigan 
 
After graduating from Michigan, the Carrolls moved to Canton, 
New York, where Jack became a professor at St. Lawrence Uni-
versity. He worked there 13 years, ultimately chairing the Depart-
ment of Economics. 
 
In the 1960s, Jack and Marian moved to India, where Jack served 
as an economic advisor to the city of Calcutta through a grant 
from the Ford Foundation. Marian’s eyes sparkle when she talks 
about those four years, and her apartment at Riderwood reflects 
the importance of this period in their lives, decorated as it is with 
statues representing Indian religions, prints of Punjabi girls, and 
batiks of birds. Avid birdwatchers—a passion they shared with 
NYAPC members David and Helen Williams— the Carrolls rev-
eled in the species they found on the subcontinent. “We felt safe 
there,” Marian adds; “safer than we felt at home.” 
 
Nonetheless, in 1966 Marian and Jack returned to the United 
States and settled in the Town of Somerset in Chevy Chase,  
Maryland. Jack began a long career with the Social Security Ad-
ministration. According to his memorial bulletin, at his retirement 
in 1984, Jack was the agency’s Director of the Office of Research 
and Statistics (ORS). “In this position Jack managed a large staff 
which produced significant policy-oriented studies and publica-
tions related to social security and welfare.” 
 
Service at NYAPC 
 
When they came to the metropolitan Washington, DC area, Mari-
an and Jack found and joined NYAPC. Marian grew up in the 
Presbyterian Church, while Jack was raised a Catholic. The 
Church’s social justice outlook and ministries attracted them. The 

(continued on p. 9) 
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couple attended adult Sunday school classes and, like so many 
others, quickly adjusted to Rev. Dr. George Docherty’s Scottish 
brogue and Rev. Dr. Jack E. McClendon’s southern drawl. The 
Carrolls became particularly close to Rev. McClendon. “He was 
the salt of the earth,” remembers Marian.  

 
Over the years, Jack and Marian developed many friends at 
NYAPC, including Ann Davie, Karen Mills, and the Lewis-Ying 
family. Social gatherings with fellow church members often in-
cluded games of Bridge. Olivia Lewis recalls that “Marian and 
Jack were always so welcoming to very young children, including 
Henry and me.  In fact, Jack loved our origami cranes so much 
that he often wore a special origami crane necktie to church!
Marian and Jack set a great example of forming inter-generational 
bonds in the church.” 
 
Marian served faithfully on the Board of Deaconesses (now Diac-
onal Ministers) from 1990 to 2006. Jack was a member of both 
the Session (1978-1981) and the Board of Deacons (1979-2002). 
For 20 years, he volunteered at the Radcliffe Room, typically 
donning his University of Michigan hat. When they moved to 
Riderwood, Marian still drove a car; after Karen Mills taught her 
how to get to the church from Silver Spring, Marian made sure 
that Jack was at his post in the Radcliffe Room every Sunday.  
 
Jack is credited in the church history, Capital Witness, with set-
ting forth in 1990 the key features of what has become a core 
ministry at NYAPC: (1) volunteers to serve as NYAPC hosts, 
always in attendance; (2) employment of a social worker “to be a 
bridge between neighborhood visitors . . . and members of the 
congregation;” (3) spirited singing inspired by piano playing from 
guests and volunteers from the congregation; and (4) increased 
cooperation with nearby churches such as the Church of the 
Epiphany in working with the homeless community. By the mid-
1990s, the Board of Deacons formally listed the Radcliffe Room 
among NYAPC’s social action ministries. Jack also volunteered 
as the treasurer for the Downtown Cluster’s Geriatric Day Care 
Center, assisting elderly residents of Washington, DC. 
 
Chautauqua and the National Gallery of Art 
 
For most of their lives together, Jack and Marian spent part of 
every summer at the Chautauqua Institution, the renowned non-
profit education center in upstate New York. Marian’s mother had 
a little cottage on the grounds there. “For my mother, who gradu-
ated from Ohio University in Athens, Ohio, Chautauqua was like 
Mecca,” Marian says. “We could never stay the whole season,” as 
much as they would have liked to. Marian remembers hearing 
Eleanor Roosevelt speak at Chautauqua. She relished performanc-
es of the opera company there, and John and Mary Alice enjoyed 
the Boys and Girls Club. “We heard all the important people of 
the time at Chautauqua.”  She agrees that Lectures there were like 
TED Talks live. 
 
As much as she appreciates Chautauqua, Marian also loves the 
National Gallery of Art where she volunteered as a docent for 40 
years, leading grade school children through the museum. She 
recalls the esprit de corps of the 150 volunteers, who were only 
permitted to lead one tour a day. Marian confesses that the Im-
pressionists are her favorite group of artists. When she retired 
from this service, the National Gallery hosted a luncheon in her 
honor. 
 

Now, at age 100, Marian misses the family members she has 
lost—certainly Jack, but also her dearly loved children, Mary 
Alice, who died in 2003, and John, in 2011. She is grateful for 
her granddaughters Chantille and Mariah and their spouses in 
Texas, and grandson Jason; great-grandchildren Clark, Jordan, 
Meagan, and Wyatt; and nieces and nephews, including Mike 
and Tom Carroll.  And she continues to live her life, participat-
ing in Riderwood’s exercise classes and reading The Washington 
Post daily. May we all be so engaged, should we live a century! 

TRANSITIONS 
Births 
 
Maxwell Yeats Martin Bachand, son of Melissa Martin 
and Matt Bachand, grandson of Margaret Myers (her first 
grandchild) , November 30 
 
Baptisms 
 
Madeline Loughlen McColley (daughter of Whitney and 
Adam McColley), October 16 
 
Brent Ling (New Member joined November 13) 
 
Marriages 
 
Megan Erb and Eric Metcalf, in Cleveland, OH, August 27 
 
Silke Sookraj and David Douglass, November 5 
 
Deaths 
 
Evelyn Burch, long-time member (53 years), March 31 
 
Bill Noellert, husband of Marilyn Seiber and father of Bill, 
Dan, Ashley and Devon, August 16 
 
Ted Buttner, uncle of Rev. Alice Tewell (Adam), and great-
uncle of Christopher, August 18 
 
Pei Yang Chang, grandfather of Rev. Alice Tewell (Adam) 
and great-grandfather to Christopher, September 5 
 
Lawrence Porter, son of Doug and Cecilia Porter,  
September 14. 
 
Jacqueline (Jackie) K. Parker, long-time member of the 
congregation, September 15 
 
Julie, grandmother of Jill Norwood, September 26 
 
Harry W. Townshend, brother of Betty Herndon, early Oc-
tober 
 
James E. Thompson, husband of the late Blonnie Thomp-
son, October 5 
 
William McAfee, who died at 106 years, October 10 
 
Mary Jane O’Brien, sister of John O’Brien, October 23 
 
Robert Wells, grandfather of Carrie Schenkel Reasonover, 
November 2 

(continued from  p. 8) 
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Notes from Njoro, Kenya 
from Cathy Wambui Report 

 
Cathy Wambui, the Social Worker and Director of our 
Sister Church PCEA Njoro’s Orphans and Vulnerable 
Children Program, recently reported on the progress of 
the children. 

The news is uniformly good.  Of the thirty-three chil-
dren currently in the program, thirteen of them are in 
secondary school and twenty are still in primary 
school.  One graduate of the program, Ken Mwaura, 
has graduated from secondary school and is now at-
tending the Rift Valley Institute of Science and Tech-
nology (RVIST), where he is studying Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT).  One other student, 
Monica Wangui, has moved with her family to Narok, 
100 km from Njoro, but her guardian says that she is in 
school and doing well. 
  
Cathy continues to monitor each child’s progress, and 
steps in quickly to remedy problems as they become 
evident.  As a result, no one has been expelled from 
the program in the last few years, unlike the incidents 
in past.  The Saturday program is thriving, and some of 
the enrichment introduced by NYAPC visitors, such as 
recorder-playing, has become extremely popular. 
  
Many of the older students are learning to use comput-
ers during the Saturday program, particularly Mi-
crosoft Word and Excel.  There is a special computer 
program in the holidays for those secondary students 
who are in boarding schools. 
  
Fourteen students were referred to the hospital for var-
ious injuries, and all of them had parasite control and 
hygiene lessons. 

  
Cathy made the following recommendations in her re-
port: 
  
1. Engage children with external motivational speakers 
and counselors once in a while -- this will help to fur-
ther promote the resilience of our children. 
  
2. Have a birthday celebration once a month for all the 
children having birthdays in that month. This is an im-
portant part of their growth process which will go a 
long way toward improving their self-esteem and giving 
them a great time to socialize. More important, they 
will have exciting memories to carry forward through-
out their childhood. 

Shine Your Light! Helping with the  
Radcliffe Room Christmas Gifts  

by Pastor Alice Tewell 
 

This Advent, everyone can help bring a little 
joy… 

  
We have two opportunities coming up to pack Christmas 

gifts for our Radcliffe Room guests:   

1)  Following the pageant on December 11 at about 

11:30 a.m. in Peter Marshall Hall, the Radcliffe Room 

Volunteers and the Nurture Committee invite you to 

make Christmas cards to go into the Christmas gifts 

given to the Radcliffe Room guests.  There will also be 

opportunity to pack the toiletry kits that go inside each 

gift.  Goodies and hot chocolate will be provided by the 

Nurture Committee. 

2)   Saturday, December 17, from 9 am-12 pm.  We 

will gather in the Radcliffe Room to sort the sizing and 

pack the Christmas gifts to be given out in the Radcliffe 

Room on December 18 starting at about 8:00 am.  Please 

RSVP to Young Adult Volunteer Sarah Dianne-Jones 

(sarah-dianne.jones@nyapc.org .)  

mailto:sarah-dianne.jones@nyapc.org
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Encuentro 2016 
by Aryn Myers 

 
Each year the Cuba Partners Network, Presbyterian Church 
(USA) holds a planning meeting for members of the Cuban and 
American partner churches. Every four years the meeting is held 
in Cuba. 2016 was the year for Encuentro! (In English, meeting 
or encounter.) Betsy Merritt, Aryn Myers, Associate Pastor Al-
ice Tewell, and Mitchell Fulton (DC’s Church of the Pilgrims) 
joined approximately thirty participants from a variety of 
churches across the United States and Cuba.  

 
Our travels took us 
from DC to Miami, 
to Havana, then via 
school bus to the 
Seminario Evan-
gélico Teológico 
(Evangelical Theo-
logical Seminary, or 
SET), in Matanzas. 
We were also able 
to stop at Puente de 
Bacunayagua 

(Bridge of Bacunayagua), the highest bridge in Cuba, along the 
way (photo). The 100km trip was made in a school bus embla-
zoned with Pastors for Peace decorations. SET had just celebrat-
ed its 70th anniversary the previous week, and was very welcom-
ing to all its guests visiting for the anniversary and Encuentro. 
The campus has many buildings and an amazing view overlook-
ing the beautiful Matanzas harbor. We were also very grateful to 
SET’s Living Waters for the World, a PC(USA) ministry, for 
providing a constant source of clean, cold water for us to drink.  
 
The formal Encuentro kicked off that afternoon with a group 
prayer and devotional. All sessions were conducted in English 
and Spanish. We organized into groups to have more focused 
discussions. That afternoon we discussed how the partnerships 
can benefit the participating congregations. It was emphasized 
multiple times how we as Americans need to focus less on the 
material and more on the spiritual aspects of the partnerships. 
The Cubans spoke passionately of sharing Bible studies across 
oceans, taking communion at the same time, and praying for 
each other’s celebrations and concerns. It was an honest sharing 
of thoughts and ideas, which was wonderful for all of us to hear 
and learn. 
 
That evening we had a session dedicated to the history and fu-
ture of the seminary. While it pre-dates the Cuban revolution, 
after Castro came to power it lost 80% of its graduates. Despite 
that challenge, SET continued in its mission as the only semi-
nary in Cuba to serve students from more than one denomina-
tion. Most professors are not full-time; most also work in social 
justice programs outside of SET. Similar social engagement ex-
pectations are applied to students.  Currently it has 342 students 
from 18 denominations; 52 students are Presbyterian. SET also 
regularly hosts guest lecturers from all over the world, and 
counts itself as a pioneer in gender studies and leaders for people 
with disabilities.  
 
The second day of events started with a devotional and included 
two Bible studies between more practical presentations and work 
groups sessions. We learned of the report from PC(USA) on 
Social Witness Policy and Consultation, which explained the 

General Assembly’s involvement in some of the US-Cuba diplo-
matic negotiations. The General Assembly will continue to push 
for ending the embargo and closing the prison at Guantanamo 
Bay. We also discussed how Cuba itself is impacted by the com-
ing changes. The impacts are felt largely economically, and there 
are anxieties about what lies ahead. But there is hope the church 
can be a part of the change and not simply watch from the side-
lines. To focus on the main goal of updating the overall partner-
ship agreement, the remainder of the event focused on answering 
these questions: 
 
Which of our past and present practices do we want to continue?  
 
What new practices or opportunities do we see for the future, 
given the new context between Cuba and the US? 
  
The next morning, we gathered to share what we had compiled. 
There were many commonalities across the groups. Again, it 
was emphasized that we need to focus on relationships and not 
simply raising money. In-person visits are critical, and should 
occur at least once a year. Be mindful that good partnerships 
take time to grow, especially when visits are brief. This can be 
helped by having US churches truly engage with Cuban church-
es when we visit, through activities with church members – el-
derly, youth, prayer groups, etc. As our countries move toward 
normalization, we can take advantage of increased internet avail-
ability to increase communication. We can also (hopefully) have 
more opportunities to have Cubans visit the US instead of the 
other way around. All the inputs were collected for use by the 
Cuba Partners Network Steering Committee, General Council, 
and World Mission to draft a new partnership agreement. The 
document will be shared with presbyteries and synods for review 
in February 2017, with the goal of a final presentation at the next 
Cuba Partners Network meeting in Houston in September 2017.  
 
Before departing SET for our various destinations in Cuba and 
the US, the extended group shared a worship service in the semi-
nary chapel. It was truly wonderful to close the event with a re-
minder of what brought us all together – loving God and each 
other. What a double blessing to be there representing The New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church! 
 
http://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/ 
http://www.setcuba.org/ 
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/today/2016/10/26/writing-in
-the-margins/ 
https://cubapartnersnetwork.org/2016/09/16/cpn-encuentro/ 
 

http://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/
http://www.setcuba.org/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/today/2016/10/26/writing-in-the-margins/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/today/2016/10/26/writing-in-the-margins/
https://cubapartnersnetwork.org/2016/09/16/cpn-encuentro/
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Presbyterian Churches Support Cuban 
Youth’s Dream of Becoming a Pastor 

 
Mission Around the World October 20, 2016 

 
Fernando Lopez Machado’s Faith Reaches 

Across the Caribbean 
by Kathy Melvin | Presbyterian News Service 
 

 
Fernando Lopez Machado is a first-year student at the Evan-
gelical Theological Seminary, Mantazas. (Photo by Kathy 
Melvin) 

 
MATANZAS, Cuba – At the age of 14, Fernando Lopez Ma-
chado had a faith so deep it reached across an ocean. 
 
Now 19, Lopez Machado is a first-year student at the Evan-
gelical Theological Seminary in Matanzas, Cuba, thanks to the 
love, support and prayers of his home church, the First Pres-
byterian-Reformed Church of Havana, and three U.S. church-
es—Fourth Presbyterian Church of Chicago, The New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, Washington, D.C., and the First 
Presbyterian Church of Colorado Springs. All three congrega-
tions have mission partnerships with First Havana. 
 
Gretchen Wahl, an elder at Fourth Presbyterian and past co-
chair of the church’s Global Mission Committee, has traveled 
to Havana with her church for the last several years. Recently 
at the Cuba Partnership Network meeting in Matanzas, Lopez 
Machado introduced Wahl as his second mother. “We are 
happy to help Fernando any way we can,” she said, “but what 
we really do is love him. He is the son of our church, even for 
those who have never met him.” 
 
Wahl met Lopez Machado four years ago on a bus trip from 
First Havana to a prayer meeting at a home church about an 
hour away. She could see his faith radiated from deep within. 
“His desire to be a pastor has only gotten stronger since I’ve 
known him,” she said. “I believe he is rock solid in his call. 
No matter what path he chooses, his faith will be an important 
part of everything he does. And it will be a great blessing for 
the world.” Wahl said he could preach with the maturity of an 
adult since before he was 17. 

Fernando Lopez Machado and Gretchen Wahl, his ‘second 
mom,’ an elder at Fourth Presbyterian Church of Chicago. 
(Photo provided) 
 
Lopez Machado and his mother have been members of First 
Havana since he was a child. Long-time pastor Hector Mendez 
has always been an inspiration to him and has worked to connect 
Lopez Machado with Presbyterian churches in the U.S. who 
could help nurture his desire to become a pastor. 
 
Lopez Machado has never been to the U.S. and although he 
would love to visit someday, his desire is to serve as a pastor in 
Cuba. Where? He doesn’t care. “It’s wherever God calls me,” he 
said. 
 
At First Havana, youth lead a service once a month. Active in 
the youth group (ages 14-26), he volunteered to read the Confes-
sion. “I have felt God within me since that day,” he said. 
 
Although his goal  to attend seminary has been steadfast, the 
path leading to Matanzas took a major detour when he turned 18 
and was required to put down his Bible and pick up a gun. He 
was drafted into mandatory military service. 
He struggled. 
 
”In the military I was not able to practice my faith or read the 
Bible,” he said. Still, he found a small group of other young 
Christian men in the group and they met in secret to pray and 
read scripture. 
 
It sustained him. 
 
He says learning Hebrew is “very hard,” but Lopez Machado 
said he is exactly where he wants to be. “I am living my dream,” 
he said. 
—– 
To support the work of the Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Matanzas, Cuba, go to https://www.presbyterianmission.org/

donate/E862510/. 

You may freely reuse and distribute this article 
in its entirety for non-commercial purposes in any medium. 
Please include author attribution, photography credits, and a link 
to the original article. This work is licensed under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDeratives 4.0 Inter-
national License. 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/category/mission-around-world/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/E862510/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/E862510/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
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Evangelical Seminary in Matanzas trains stu-
dents for integration of theology and life 

Theological Education  October 28, 2016 

Despite many challenges, seminary has endured 
and thrived 

by Kathy Melvin | Presbyterian News Service 
 

Matanzas, Cuba—Refusing to succumb to political upheaval, 
economic uncertainty or mass emigration, the Evangelical The-
ological Seminary at Matanzas, Cuba has remained open and 
focused on preparing the next generation of ecumenical leaders. 
October 1-4, a large contingent of current and former students, 
faculty, staff and faith leaders, celebrated 70 years of continu-
ous operation at the seminary. 

 
The view from the seminary campus at Matanzas. Photo by 
Kathy Melvin. 
 
The Methodist, Presbyterian and Episcopal churches founded 
the Evangelical Seminary in 1946, one of only 10 Christian 
seminaries in Cuba and the only one operated by different de-
nominations. It is governed by a board of directors elected from 
two of the establishing denominations – the Episcopal and 
Presbyterian churches. Enrollment has included students from 
all of Cuba and 18 foreign countries from more than 30 differ-
ent denominations and religious institutions. There are current-
ly 52 Presbyterians enrolled. 
 
Although normalization of diplomatic relations between the 
U.S. and Cuba began last July, Presbyterian World Mission 
began preparing to send mission co-workers two years earlier. 
Last fall, David Cortes-Fuentes and Josey Saez-Acevedo be-
came the first Presbyterian mission co-workers sent to live and 
work in Cuba since the 1959 revolution. David was invited by 
the seminary to teach New Testament and Greek and Josey is 
serving at the invitation of the Presbyterian Reformed Church 
of Cuba to work in Christian Education. 
 
Presbyterians began working in Cuba in 1890, and until the 
Cuban revolution in 1959, Presbyterians in Cuba were part of 
the Synod of New Jersey of the United Presbyterian Church in 

the United States of America, a PC(USA) predecessor denomi-
nation. In 1967 the Presbyterian- Reformed Church in Cuba was 
established as an autonomous denomination. Today, the 15,000 
member Presbyterian Reformed Church in Cuba ministers to a 
population of 11 million. 
 
Although the doors have never closed, the seminary has adapted. 
In 1961-62, 80 percent of the students left when Cuba declared 
itself an atheistic society. Rev. Dr. Ofelia Ortega Suárez, the first 
woman ordained in Cuba and president of the seminary from 
1996-2004, said in 1984, they had 4 graduates, 2 were from An-
gola. The campus was virtually empty. “There was a 180 degree 
turn in the 1990s between the state and religion that provided a 
tremendous infusion of new professors and students,” she said. 
The seminary endured. 

 
Rev. Dr. Ofelia Ortega Suárez was the first woman ordained in 
Cuba and president of the seminary from 1996-2004. Photo by 
Kathy Melvin. 
 
Dr. Ortega Suarez, now 80, said when she entered the seminary 
only men could study theology. Women were only allowed in 
the Christian Education program because they did not ordain 
women at that time. She led the charge to change that. 
Today the seminary’s mission is “promoting experiences that 
allow for transformation of church and society in the obedience 
to the reign of God and God’s justice.” In the past two years, the 
seminary has enrolled more than 500 students across all pro-
grams and has added several distance programs in recent years 
for lay leaders in Cuban churches. Additionally, they offer reli-
gious studies degrees, in conjunction with the University of Ha-
vana, in a country where the study of religion has not been of-
fered for decades. There are now residential, non-residential and 
distance learning students enrolled in theology, religious scienc-
es and special programs such as prison chaplaincy and biblical 
and theological training for lay people. 
 
The seminary is involved in both social and community projects 
in Matanzas, in which students participate. Sitting high on a hill 
above the city the campus has terraced organic gardens it shares 
with the community. It’s seen as a permanent integration of the-
ology and life. 
 

(continued on p.14) 
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“This is the theology of seeing the face of God in all people 
with whom I share everyday life,” said one student. “This is the 
theology I am learning at the seminary.” 
The small campus has dormitories, a dining hall, classrooms 
and a library, nestled into an intentional space of tranquility. 
One student said, “This aids in our study and in our formation, 
as human beings.” 
 
The seminary‘s goal is to raise $53,000 for the 2017 budget to 
cover funding priorities such as increasing the number of com-
puters and printers in the library’s computer laboratory, fund-
ing internet access for the campus, publishing seminary publi-
cations adding distance lay leader degree programs taken to 
several sites around the island, fully funding a master’s degree 
in theology and the Pentecostal studies program. 
 
To support the work of the Evangelical Theological Seminary 
in Matanzas, Cuba, go to https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
donate/E862510/. 
—– 

You may freely reuse and distribute this article 
in its entirety for non-commercial purposes in any medium. 
Please include author attribution, photography credits, and a 
link to the original article. This work is licensed under 
a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDeratives 4.0 International License. 

Cuba Notes  
 

Rev. Héctor Méndez will retire from 
our partner church, First Presbyterian-
Reformed Church of Havana, in De-
cember 2016 and leave with his wife, 
Oneida Padilla, at the end of the 
month to live in Miami to be with 
their daughters, Oneidita and Suecia 
and their families.  The celebration of 
Rev. Mendez’s ministry and a retire-
ment send-off was scheduled for Sunday, December 4, a 
date that coincides with the celebration of First Havana’s 
115th  anniversary on December 8.  The death and funeral of 
former President Fidel Castro postponed the planned cele-
bration until Sunday, December 11.  Letters of congratula-
tions have been sent to Rev. Méndez from Rev. Roger 
Gench and Rev. Alice Tewell as well as other members of 
NYAPC. 
 
The NYAPC Trip to Cuba, February 20-27, 2017, will be 
the largest NYAPC group to visit our partner church, First 
Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana.  A total of twenty
-three people will go, including Rev. Alice Tewell’s family, 
the associate pastor of Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church, 
and members of the Old Presbyterian Meeting House in Al-
exandria, VA.  This trip has several “firsts”:  It is the first 
time that the group will fly a commercial airline to Havana 
(i.e., no charter airline) and will be able to check baggage 
straight through from Washington, DC to Havana.  It will 
also be the first time that the group will stay in private rented 
rooms.  Finally, this group will be the first partner church to 
visit First Havana without Rev. Méndez as pastor, and we do 
not know if First Havana will have called another pastor by 
the time of our visit.  It will be a new adventure! 

“Raise the Roof” for First Havana a Huge Success! 
by Marilyn J. Seiber 

 
As a result of our April 2016 visit to partner church First Presby-
terian-Reformed Church of Havana, the New York Avenue Pres-
byterian Church spearheaded a presbytery-wide fundraising drive 
to raise $17,000 toward the cost of replacing the deteriorated roof 
and related repairs to the 115-year-old church.  The total cost to 
First Havana for repairs was $23,000 of which First Havana pro-
vided $6,000.  The NYAPC Cuba Partners Committee then orga-
nized the effort to raise funds for First Havana to support Rev. 
Héctor Méndez’s wish to make the roof repair his last big church 
project before retiring at the end of 2016. 
 
The Presbytery’s Global Mission Network granted $1,000 to the 
NCP Cuba Partners Network; Leesburg Presbyterian donated 
$1,000, and Church of the Pilgrims raised about $1,000.  On Au-
gust 14, the NYAPC Cuba Partners Committee, with Church of 
the Pilgrims, held a “Raise the Roof” fundraiser in Peter Marshall 
Hall with food, Cuban music, Cuba displays of books and art 
work, sales of Cuban jewelry, and Music Director Stan Enge-
bretson’s wonderful photographs of Cuba.  The result was over 
$4,000 donated at the fundraiser.  The Cuba Partners Committee 
also gave $3,000.   
  
When Rev. Alice Tewell, Betsy Merritt, and Aryn Myers trav-
eled to Cuba in early October for the PC(USA) Cuba Partners 
Network meeting, they were able to present to Rev. Méndez and 
First Havana a check for  $10,657.  NYAPC was also awarded a 
$5,000 matching grant from NCP’s Global Mission Network that 
will be given to First Havana in February on NYAPC’s next visit 
to Cuba.  Congratulations to everyone who worked so hard to 
achieve this goal!! 

(continued from  p. 13) 
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Syria-Lebanon Partnership Network 
Letter to President-Elect Trump 

 

(In November, the PC(USA) Syria-Lebanon Partnership Net-

work, or SLPN, sent the following letter to President-Elect Don-
ald Trump with  a request to consider and pursue new avenues of 

policy that will lead to a negotiated peace without outside military 
interference.  NYAPC is a member of SLPN and supports its 

work through participation and financial support from the Peace 
& Justice Committee and the Board of Deacons.) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

November 22, 2016 
President-Elect Donald J. Trump 

725 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

 
Dear President-Elect Trump: 
 

We are deeply appreciative of your post-election commitment to 
base policies of your Administration on a respectful hearing of 

varying points of view.  Trusting that spirit, we share with you 
our deep concerns about the Syrian people and the policies of our 

government that will affect them. 
 

The Syria-Lebanon Partnership Network for which we speak is a 
fellowship within the 1.3 million member Presbyterian Church 
(USA).  The 180-year involvement of our denomination in the 

Middle East has fostered many educational and medical institu-
tions that are among the best in the region.  But our greatest ties 

to the area are the churches we helped to establish and to which 
we relate today.  These faithful people and their Christian and 

Muslim neighbors provide the lens through which we view the 
current tragedy of Syria. 
 

We and they recognize that previous and current actions and poli-
cies of the United States and other governments have contributed 

to the greatest humanitarian crisis of our time.  The present war 
has killed over 500,000 people; half the Syrian population has 

been made homeless; millions have become refugees in surround-
ing countries and Europe.  The flight and overwhelming need of 
so many has infected the relationships of people and nations 

around the world. 
 

Since our country has been one of the forces involved in creating 
and furthering this tragedy, we urge that ending the Syrian con-

flict be an immediate priority of your Administration.  And we 
suggest that new policies to accomplish that be built upon the 

following specific actions.  The U.S. Government should: 
 

Work with other regional and international actors to establish in 
Syria a ceasefire while a permanent commitment to armistice is 
negotiated that involves all parties.  This should not be made con-

tingent on resolving all differences and grievances or a final poli-
ty but simply to end hostilities with a “halt-in-place” while nego-

tiations about the long-term future continue, facilitated when 
needed by the international community. 

 
Cease supplying weapons, military training and funding to com-

batants in the region, and assure that private U.S. corporations be 
barred also from such activities. 
 

Assure that military aid previously provided to other countries in 
the region not be made available to any parties to the conflict in 

Syria. 
 

Use all diplomatic and financial measures we can exert to pres-
sure other countries to adhere also to such policies.  
 

Lead other governments and international agencies in sharply 
increasing humanitarian aid to displaced persons within Syria and 

refugees who have fled the terror and tragedy of war.  Such action 
must include our country receiving a much larger number of these 

refugees. 

These steps will help to create space for Syrians to decide for 
themselves what the future of their country will be, and to invite, 

as needed, any international facilitation assistance.  This is the 
plea we have heard most clearly from our Syrian friends.  They 
are confident that they can resolve their own internal conflicts if 

foreign intervention is ended. 
 

We urge that your Administration adopt a new approach to Syria 
with policies crafted along these lines.   

 
Sincerely, 

Tim McCalmont   
Rev. Tim McCalmont, Moderator 
Syria-Lebanon Partnership Network of the Presbyterian Church, 

U.S.A. 
P.O. Box 2128  

Costa Mesa, CA  92628-2128       
 

CC: 
 
Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson II, Stated Clerk, Presbyterian Church 

(USA) 
 

Mr. Tony De La Rosa, Interim Executive Director, Presbyterian 
Mission Agency 

  
Rev. Phillip Woods, Presbyterian World Mission Coordinator for 
Middle East and Europe 
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Presbyterian Pastor Rami Al-Maqdasi Visits 
NYAPC 

by Marilyn J. Seiber 
 

At the invitation of NYAPC’s Peace and Justice Committee and 
National Capital Presbytery, Presbyterian Pastor Rami Al Maqdasi 
visited NYAPC September 28-October 3, 2016.  Rev. Al Maqdasi 
came under the auspices of the PC(USA) International Peacemak-
er Program for the purpose of telling his story as a pastor working 
among refugees in Syria and Iraq.  Rev. Al Maqdasi grew up in 
the Basrah Presbyterian Church but was ordained in the Damascus 
Presbyterian Church.  For ten years he worked with refugees in 
Syria and Northern Iraq before he and his family (wife and two 
young daughters) became refugees themselves and settled in Buf-
falo, NY.  Rami now is a pastor at the Wayside Presbyterian 
Church. 
 
While in Washington, Rev. Al Maqdasi had a full schedule of 
presentations, meetings, and touring the Washington, D.C. sights.  
Following a tour of the Capitol and the newly-opened National 
Museum of African American History and Culture, Rami met with 
Rev. Alice Tewell and members of the Peace and Justice Commit-
tee for dinner. The next day he attended a concert at National City 
Christian Church, toured the National Cathedral, and met with 
NYAPC elders for dinner.  On Saturday Rev. Al Maqdasi gave a 
presentation to National Capital Presbytery’s Global Mission Net-
work on the Syria-Iraq refugee situation and his work with refu-
gees in both countries.  He attended a Doctors Without Borders 
exhibit on the Mall showing the plight of refugees, “Far from 
Home,” and was able to discuss with the tour leader and group his 
own experiences with refugees.  On World Communion Sunday, 

Rev. Al Maqdasi led an Adult Education class, led “Time with 
Children” and gave greetings to the congregation at both services.  
The Peace and Justice Committee hosted a luncheon/reception for 
Rami where he gave a final presentation to members of the con-
gregation following the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 
  
It was a privilege to host Rev. Rami Al Maqdasi to learn first hand 
the difficulties faced by Christians in Iraq and Syria and the wars 
that spawn internally displaced refugees.  His personal stories of 
facing war fallout as a child through adulthood make real the trials 
innocent people confront for survival.  As a child,  his family fled 
Basrah for northern Iraq to escape war, then returned to Basrah 

where Rami was active in the Basrah Presbyterian church and felt 
called to ministry.  He attended seminary in Cairo but faced visa 
problems and was forced to finish his studies in Beirut.  He was 
ordained in Damascus.  He embarked as a newly ordained pastor 
on working with refugees in the outskirts of Damascus, but dan-
ger to him and his family forced him to relocate to northern Iraq, 
again working with Iraqi and Syrian refugees settled in camps.    
He and his wife and young daughters became refugees to the US 
after a five-year process of UN and US review.  Rev. Al Maqdasi 
brought to us through his presentations the reality of living and 
fleeing war-torn countries while seeking to serve as a Christian.  
We are grateful for his time among us! 
 

Beatrice Fuller joined Rev. Al Maqdasi and the others in tour-
ing the National Museum of African American History and 
Culture.  When a staff member  asked her how she liked the 
museum, she broke into tears of gratitude. 
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IRAQ AND SYRIA PARTNER-CHURCH NEWS 
   By Marilyn Seiber 

 
 The National Evangelical (Presbyterian) Church in Baghdad 

 
After years of flooding and extensive damage to church proper-
ty—e.g., the sanctuary, Sunday School rooms, and flooding the 
generator—the Presbyterian Church in Baghdad finally had its 
new and powerful generator arrive to be installed!  Since the U.S. 
military invaded Iraq in 2003, trees and landscape had been torn 
down and plowed, thus changing the natural protection of land 
contours and trees from flooding due to the rainy season.  With 
the assistance of funds from the PC(USA) Iraq Partnership Net-
work, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, The Outreach Founda-
tion, and several donations from The New York Avenue Presby-
terian Church (Peace and Justice Committee, Deacons), the Bagh-
dad church  realized its goal of securing a new and dependable 
generator that will continue operating even when flooding occurs. 
 
The Baghdad church is planning and working to expand its educa-
tion mission for the Baghdad  and refugee communities.  It cur-
rently operates a kindergarten and pre-school for 70 students of 
all religious backgrounds.  The church hopes to train teachers to 
work with children with autism and other disabilities.  Church 
leadership also hopes to open a primary school for which it al-
ready has classroom space, and later a high school, thus establish-
ing a comprehensive school with a national Iraqi and European 
standard curriculum.  The church also owns property (15 rooms 
on two stories) that is being renovated to serve as a conference 
center and vocational training program for internally displaced 
refugees.  Hence, the Baghdad church would have the only con-
ference center of this kind in Baghdad to, first, host Christian con-
ferences, run Bible-study courses, and train people for mission 
work within the country.  Second, the center would train adults in 
new skills to allow refugees to find jobs in such fields as hair-
dressing, carpentry, home care and child care, languages, and fine 
arts.  Church leaders have laid out the specific needs and cost for 
these projects and now will develop means to achieve their vi-
sion! 
 
 The National Evangelical (Presbyterian) Church in Basrah 
 
As reported by NYAPC friend and International Peacemaker El-
der Dr. Zuhair Fathallah, the Presbyterian Church in Basrah wel-
comed a new pastor, Rev. Amgad Amir, and his family in Octo-
ber.  Rev. Amgad’s children are now registered in school where 
his wife is also teaching English. 
 
The Basrah church kindergarten now has 250 children enrolled, of 
which 50 are nursery age.  The church now has an NGO called  
“Al Mahaba Charity.”  The same name as the kindergarten, mean-
ing “love.”  They began their work in early November by visiting 
the Basrah Children’s Hospital for Cancer and with Pastor Amgad 
took medical supplies. 
 

 
Presbyterian Creates "Music in Exile" Program  

for Iraqi/Syrian Refugees! 
 
Presbyterian Alex Esbary of Buffalo, NY and friend of  PC(USA) 
International Peacemaker Rev. Rami Al Maqdasi who visited 
NYAPC in October,  has launched "Music in Exile." This ambi-
tious program is recording and profiling displaced musicians who 
are now in northern Iraq in Erbil, capital of the Kurdistan Region 

where thousands of refugees from Iraq and Syria have fled.   Rev. 
Alice Tewell, who met Alex, who works in Washington, D.C., 
raised the possibility of the Synod helping to fund this project as 
a joint effort between the two Presbyteries of Western New York 
and National Capital Presbytery. 
 
Alex was in Erbil on October 15-30 to record the music and tell 
the stories of refugees and their music.  The efforts were recorded 
with interviews and music by National Public Radio’s Weekend 
Edition that aired on November 13.  This is Alex’s report from 
the region: 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
We landed in Iraqi Kurdistan the day that the operation to liberate 
Mosul began. For two busy weeks, we visited six refugee and 
IDP camps around Erbil and Duhok, as well as homes, a music 
school, and an instrument shop, to record some 30 musicians.  
 
We found Syrian Kurds, Iraqi Christians, Yezidis of Sinjar, 
Arabs from Baghdad—a crescendo of voices recounting the 
crises of war and displacement. Yet the songs they shared with 
us are a testament to how music can heal, or at the very least, 
channel pain. We are infinitely inspired by their stories and 
strength. We can’t wait to share it with you in the months ahead. 
 
Some quick highlights from our trip: 
 
Alex and a Yezidi musician were recorded and interviewed by 
NPR’s Weekend Edition. The interview took place over Skype 
while we were in Duhok, a small city in the mountains two hours 
away from the Kurdistan Region's capital of Erbil. Yezidi musi-
cian Barakat Ali, who fled Sinjar after ISIS invaded his village in 
August 2014, met us in our hotel room where it was quiet and 
peaceful. In Sinjar, he didn't have time to grab his saz, but he 
brought a new saz, a gift from a friend, to the NPR interview. He 
sat down in a chair, put the headphone/mic set we gave him into 
his ears, and starting speaking softly. 
 
Documentary filmmaker Joosung Kwon will make a feature 
documentary of our work, having accompanied us the entire 
time.  
 
We distributed more than 300 sets of oud and saz strings to 
musicians around Kurdistan. After delivering strings to musi-
cians that we recorded, we donated the remainder to the Mem u 
Zin music academy in Erbil, a small school where several musi-
cians from Qamishlo, Syria teach music to local children.  
 
We delivered more than $20,000-worth of medical supplies, 
which were donated by the Global Surgical and Medical Support 
Group to an Erbil-based emergency hospital admitting injured 
soldiers.  
 
You can find video performances and photos on our social 
media: https://www.facebook.com/MusicinExile/ 
  
What’s next? We’re still working on gathering resources to build 
a website which will showcase the original music, stories, and 
photos we gathered in Kurdistan. We are also in the process of 
finding Arabic and Kurdish translators to decipher song lyrics.  

(continued on p.18) 
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The National Evangelical (Presbyterian) Church in Damascus 
 
Congratulations to Miray Zaour, daughter of 
Rev. Butros Zaour, pastor of the Presbyteri-
an Church in Damascus, who returned to 
Damascus from Washington, D.C. on No-
vember 2 to be married on December 28.  
Miray has been living in Washington, D.C. 
for two years with her brother, and led an 
Adult Christian Education class at NYAPC 
on the war and Christian situation in Syria.  
We look forward to news and photos of her 
wedding!   
 
Miray reported that the Damascus Church reopened its repaired and 
renovated sanctuary, rebuilt pulpit, and new balcony on July 1.  
The church was severely damaged by bombs in August 2015, and 
the congregation had been worshipping in the basement during the 
repairs.  According to Miray, the congregation worships as though 
they are safe, but in reality bombing continues and no one is totally 
safe. Despite the war, activities of the 450-member congregation 
(250 families) continue.  In addition to two Sunday worship ser-
vices and Sunday School, there are weekly Bible studies, prayer 
groups, women’s meetings,  and youth-young adult meetings on 
Fridays. 

Peace Candles Travel 
 

This quarter, NYAPC’s Peace Candles traveled to Serbia, 
Basrah/Buffalo, and Maryland.  Their carriers were: 
 
Vlasdo Senic 
4701 Willard Ave. 
Chevy Chase, MD 
Serbian Orthodox Church 
 
Rev. Rami Al Maqdasi 
130 Poinciana Pkway 
Checktowaga, NY 14225 
Wayside Presbyterian Church 
Basrah and Damascus Presbyterian Churches 
  
Gwendolyn Bell 
461 H. St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
Mt. Calvary Church 
Norbeck, MD 
 
Tour guides and congregation, encourage visitors to take 
home a Peace Candle for their church—let the light of 
peace shine everywhere! 

Music In Exile 

(continued from  p. 17) 
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The following letter from an Iraqi pastor was forwarded 
to us by Rev. Elmarie Parker, Mission Co-Worker, PC(USA) 
Regional Liaison to Iraq, Syria, Lebanon  

 
Iraq’s Internally Displaced Refugees: 

An Update 
 
Greetings All, 
  
I want to begin by stating that the situation facing the 
Christian families displaced from Nineveh at the onset of 
the conflict remains the same. There haven’t new Chris-
tian refugees emerging from the Nineveh valley, because 
they all left in 2014. 
  
And although the Iraqi Army has managed to liberate 
many Christian towns surrounding Nineveh, and even 
though the Christian refugees have been given permission 
to visit their home towns and see what remains of their 
property (but not relocate, yet), most have not done so 
yet. Even though the Army has officially and publicly 
regained control of these towns, they are still working on 
canvasing the grounds and making sure they are clear of 
booby traps and explosives.  
  
And so, I can say with confidence that the IDPS are now 
in an even more desperate state, especially since they now 
know that many of their lands, homes, furniture, and be-
longings have all been destroyed. They are even more 
dismayed that the government is unable to fully secure 
their towns, or reimburse them with a small portion of 
what they’ve lost. 
  
As for Mosul, itself, the Iraqi army has yet to regain con-
trol of the entire city. ISIS men continue to use residents 
as human shields to slow down the Iraqi army from ad-
vancing directly on their strongholds.  
  
Nevertheless, many families continue to flee Mosul in the 
middle of the night. Many of them include seniors, wom-
en, children, and disabled youth. ISIS has continued to 
recruit and force able-bodied young men to join their ef-
forts and as such they have not been fleeing with their 
family members. 
  
We are now living in extremely cold conditions, where 
the temperature at night can and does fall below 0 degrees 
Celsius, often close to -6 degrees. Those that are fleeing at 
night often flee without any thick clothes on their backs or 
anything to keep them warm. They flee most often to-
wards Kurdistan, where the municipal authorities have set 
up refugee camps to take them in. 
  
As for us in the Kirkuk Governate, there remains one un-
liberated city in the south called Haweeja, which is home 
to approximately 400,000 people. This city is still under 

ISIS’ control. Many citizens continue to flee at night as 
well. However, the refugee camps in Southern Kirkuk are 
now full beyond capacity, so many of the citizens are now 
fleeing and taking residence inside incomplete building 
structures where construction has halted. At least there is 
a roof over their head to shield them from rain (Iraq’s 
rainy season is in the Winter). 
  
Recently, an old friend of mine from before my Church 
years called me and told me that two families number 21 
people had arrived and were homeless, living in the 
streets close to his home. We immediately went to see 
them, and took with us 50 thick blankets and distributed it 
to them. Similarly, a week ago, we went and distributed 
1,000 winter blankets to the refugees living at the UN 
camps in southern Kirkuk. 
  
Of course, we know that among the refugees, there must 
be some undercover ISIS members, or at least some Fun-
damentalist Muslims. Nevertheless, we continue to pro-
claim God’s love to them through our service, reminding 
them frequently that we are one human race, no matter 
what religion we are. They are always receptive of our 
message, and often offer up their apologies for what has 
happened to Christians in and near Mosul in Nineveh. 
  
As for the IDPs that are living in our Church compound in 
Kirkuk, and other Christian IDPs in Arbil, whom we 
serve through Pastors Daniel and Paul, we continue to 
remind them of our commitment to their safety and com-
plete recovery. We have promised to help them rebuild 
their home and whatever else they lost once they can re-
turn to their villages. 
  
We also remind them of Israel, and their own captivity in 
Babylon. Similarly, when they returned to Israel, they 
found their homes, belongings, and villages all destroyed. 
And yet they were able to rebuild their cities, and became 
stronger and more blessed that ever before – we know this 
is God’s promise for the Christians of Iraq, and particular-
ly the refugees that live with us. 
  
We have all become one family throughout these years – 
we are one Church. We won’t allow for them to be dis-
placed further, and we will never give up on serving their 
need.  
  
This is the situation of our country these days. I ask that 
you all join me in prayer so that the Lord may bless and 
help all who continue to suffer daily.  
  
In Christ, 
  
Pastor  
 


