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The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church 

"An inclusive, justice-seeking church" 

1313 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005 

Website: www.nyapc.org      Email: nyapc@nyapc.org  

Telephone: (202) 393-3700    Fax: (202) 393-3705 

Opportunities for Service 

 
7-2-9 Club – Enjoy a Wednesday evening (yes, from 7 to 9 p.m.), until June, with guests 
recovering from mental illness. There are games, entertainment, refreshments and time 
for making friends. Contact Spence Gibbins, spencergib@aol.com   
 
Community Club – A one-with-one tutoring and mentoring program, for DC public 
and charter school students (grades 7-12), meets at the church on Thursday nights, 
during the school year. Adult volunteers are needed!  Please contact Tom Karr and 
Shamika Bradley at directors@communityclub.org or go to www.communityclub.org 
 for more information. 
 
Food for the Hungry – Non-perishable food donations are needed by the Capital Area 
Food Bank, the large nonprofit hunger and nutrition education resource in the 
Washington area.  Please place your donations in the baskets located at the rear of the 
Sanctuary or at the front desk. 
  
New York Avenue Foundation – The NYAF mission is to be a catalyst of educational 
advancement for youth in need throughout Washington, DC.  Annually it solicits 
proposals and awards grants to grassroots non-profits, which further that mission.  A 
volunteer Board of Trustees conducts the work of NYAF.  If you are interested in 
learning more or participating in the NYAF mission, contact Brian Schimming, 
nyavefoundation@gmail.com 
 
Radcliffe Room Ministry – Come join our homeless guests, Sundays, 8:15-9:45 a.m., 
for hymn singing, refreshments and socializing.  Donations of umbrellas, rain gear, 
clothing, toiletries, and transportation money are needed.  Contact Eleanor Robins, 
robinseleanor@hotmail.com   
 
The Peace Candle – Visitors are invited to take a Peace Candle home to their 
congregations.  Candles are at the back, right side, of the sanctuary. Please sign the note 
card there, so we may know who you are. For more information about the Peace and 
Justice Committee activities, contact Marilyn Seiber, mjs1wan2@bellatlantic.net 
 
Triangle Park Committee – Working with the National Park Service to ensure 
maintenance and oversee the flower and plant beds along the church wall, we meet 4-6 
times a year, conduct business via email, and schedule work days as needed. Contact 
Marilyn Seiber, mjs1wan2@bellatlantic.net  Beth DuMez, bethdumez@erols.com  or 
Barry Tindall, barrytindall@verizon.net  
 
NYAPC's Young Adults – For more information about Sunday brunches, Faith on 
Tap, Bible study, or other fellowship or service activities (or to be added to the e-mail 
list), contact Helen Anthony (shanthon@ncsu.edu), Phil Bolles (philbolles@gmail.com), 
or Katherine Leiden (keleiden@gmail.com). 
 
Annual Stewardship - Each of the ministries described on this page, as well as 
everything else that happens at this church, is supported in a significant way by Annual 
Stewardship giving. Annual Stewardship is the act of making a financial pledge to the 
church operating budget for a year and completing that pledge. It is a deep personal and 
congregational theological act, and it is essential to the worship, community, and mission 
of this church! Members, affiliates, and friends are all invited to participate in Annual 
Stewardship. Please contact Jan Maheras, the church accountant, Laura Asiala, the chair 
of the Annual Stewardship Committee, or Rev. Roger Gench, the Senior Pastor, for 
more information, questions, or to make your pledge. 
 
We are in need of volunteers to help make NYAPC a welcoming place for our 
visitors and members by staffing the welcome table in the narthex before and after 
services. Welcome table volunteers arrive about 20-30 minutes before a Sunday service 
to greet worshipers and then hang out for about 15-20 minutes after the service to chat 
with visitors and members during coffee time. For more details visit 
http://bit.ly/1OFPh6r. If you are interested in signing up for one (or more!) services 
please contact Alison Kootstra Nowak at amkootstra@gmail.com or Paul Dornan at 
pbdornanp@aol.com.    

 
 

 

 

Celebration of Worship 
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church  

welcomes all people into community,  
worship, service and leadership. 

September 4, 2016 
10 a.m. 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Prelude 

 

Humoresque "L'Organo Primitivo" 
Pietro A. Yon 

Introit 

 

“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 
Tune of Beach Spring 

* Lincoln Chimes 

I. The Community Gathers for Worship 

Call to Worship (Based on Jeremiah 18, Psalm 139) 

Leader: We come with praise for the wonderful works of God. 

All: Even before we speak, God knows us completely. 

Leader: The Holy One knows us and sustains us, even in our moments 
of confusion and doubt. 

All: Who can count the thoughts of God? They are more than 
all the sands of the desert. 

Leader: Like clay in the hand of the potter, we are shaped into vessels of 
divine will. 

All: We come with praise for the wonderful works of God. 

*Opening Hymn  

 #664, “Morning Has Broken” 
Bunessan 

Prayer of Confession (Based on Psalm 139, Philemon, Luke 14) 

 God of our lives, You search us and know us. We have not 
given up our attachments to possessions or to self. We have 
not counted the cost of walking into an unknown future 
with You. Help us turn away from evil, that we may walk 
with You once more. 

Silent Confession  

*Assurance of Pardon   

*Response  
 
 

 

#288, “Spirit of the Living God” 
Living God 
Spirit of the living God, 
fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, 
fall afresh on me. 
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the living God, 
fall afresh on me. 

*Passing of the Peace 

*A Brief Statement of Faith            (Pages 37-38, "Glory to God" hymnal) 

*Please stand, if able. 

Adult Sunday School 
Adventures in Prayer Today, 9:20 a.m., Lincoln Chapel 

Maybe you are new to prayer.  Maybe prayer is as natural to you as breathing. 
This class is for everyone and anyone who takes prayer seriously. We learn 
together and pray together.  All questions, joys and concerns are welcome.  
Come when you can.  Miriam Dewhurst will lead. 

Nowhere to Rest Your Head:  
Fr. Greg Boyle 

Today, 9:00 a.m., Room 511 

This audio sermon series was originally given several weeks ago at 
Chautauqua.  Fr. Boyle founded Homeboy Industries which offers alternative 
schooling and job training for the poor youth of East Los Angeles.  He is a 
wonderful preacher and storyteller.  His sermon series asks and addresses how 
we can follow Jesus with integrity.  Come and enjoy! 

Christian Identity in a Polarized 
Political Season 

September 11, 10:00 a.m., Room 511 

As the presidential election looms, kick off the Church School year by joining 
Roger and Frances Gench for collective reflection on what it means to be a 
Christian in the midst of a contentious political season—and how the Apostle 
Paul might help us think about this. 

Re-politicizing Paul: Fruit of the 
Spirit for a Contentious Polarized 
World 

September 18 and 25 and October 2 
and 9, 10:00 a.m., Room 511 

The Apostle Paul has often been viewed as an “accommodationist” to politics 
and culture. We will consider new scholarly readings of Paul that highlight the 
significance of his vision for political Christian life, for overcoming divisions, 
and for seeking justice in a polarized world. Led by Roger and Frances Gench. 
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II.   The Community Hears the Word of God 
First Lesson 

 Deuteronomy 30:15-20, page 179, NRSV  
Leader:      This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Anthem 
 “You Are Mine” 

Martin Haugen 

Time for Children                                       

Second Lesson 
 Philemon 1-21, pages 203-204, NRSV  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon          “Sit, Kneel, or Stand?”           Rev. Roger J. Gench 

III.   The Community Responds to the Word 

*Sermon Hymn 

 #666, “O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright” 
Puer Nobis Nascitur 

Concerns of the Church  

Offertory     

  “Here I Am, Lord” 
Daniel L. Schutte 

*Response   

 #607, “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication   

 Holy God, we thank You for the abundance only You 
can provide.  We thank You for the land we live on, 
the space of Yours which we inhabit, and all that You 
offer us.  Grant us wisdom to use these offerings to 
glorify Your work in this world. Strengthen us to give 
generously out of all that we have and all that You 
have entrusted to our care. We dedicate these 
offerings with thanksgiving for Your extravagant love 
for all of creation. Amen. 

Service of Communion  

Invitation to the Table 

Litany of Thanksgiving 

One: 

All: 

One: 

All: 

One: 

All: 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

 It is truly right and our greatest joy to give You thanks and praise, 
eternal God our creator and redeemer. In Your wisdom, You made all 
things and sustain them by Your power….Therefore we praise You, 
joining our voices with the heavenly choirs and with all the faithful of 
every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of Your name. 

Response #595, “Holy, Holy, Holy”  
Argentine Santo  
Holy, holy, holy.  

My heart, my heart adores you!  

My heart knows how to say to you:  

you are holy, Lord! 

 You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord. He took upon himself the weight of our sin and 
carried the burden of our guilt. He shares our life in every way, and 
though tempted, was sinless to the end. Baptized as Your own, he 
went willingly to his death and by Your power was raised to new life. 
In his dying and rising, You gave birth to Your church, delivered us 
from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by 
water and the Spirit … Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all glory and honor are Yours, Almighty 
God, now and forever. Let us pray for God’s rule on earth, as Jesus 
taught us: 

The Lord's Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 Words of Institution and Distribution of the Elements 

 Participants in the communion proceed down the aisles to the servers, 
take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup, and partake. Please return 
to your pew via the side aisles. Those unable to come forward will be 
offered the bread and the cup at their seats. (There is a Gluten Free 
communion set available; raise your hand for a pastor to respond.) 

Prayer After Communion 

 God of grace, You have called us to the holy table of 
the Lord, to proclaim His death and receive His gift of 
life. Help us to remember Christ’s self-offering with 
thanksgiving and praise. Open our hearts and minds 
to a vision of His love, and pour into our souls the 
fullness of His grace. As we offer ourselves to You, let 
us go forth to live and serve as those whose lives are 
not our own but belong to You; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom with You and the Holy Spirit be all 
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

*Sending Hymn 

 #28, (verses 1, 2, 5), “You Are Before Me, Lord” 
 Sursum Corda 

1 You are before me, Lord, You are behind, 
and over me You have spread out Your hand; 
such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
too high to grasp, too great to understand. 

2 Then from Your Spirit where, Lord, shall I go; 
and from Your presence where, Lord, shall I fly? 
If I ascend to heaven You are there, 
And still are with me if in hell I lie. 

5 Search me, O God, search me and know my heart; 
try me, O God, my mind and spirit try; 
keep me from any path that gives You pain, 
and lead me in the everlasting way. 
 

*Commissioning to Ministry and Benediction  

*Congregational Response    
 Alleluia! Amen! 
Postlude “Fanfare in D Major” 

Nicolas Jacques Lemmens 

We wish to thank our "Volunteer" Choir for their participation in worship 
this morning. 
 
The flowers in the chancel today are given to the glory of God by Marilyn 

Seiber in loving memory of her husband, Bill Noellert.   
 

The Peace Candle in the chancel reminds us to pray for the victims and 
loved ones for those affected by the flood crisis in Louisiana and the earthquake 
in central Italy. 
 

 10:00 a.m. 

Liturgist John O’Brien 

Tour Guide Paul Dornan 

Worship Play Rev. Alice Tewell and Karen Dunlap 

 
 

Preaching Schedule 

September 11 Rev. Roger J. Gench 

September 18 Rev. Roger J. Gench 

September 25 Rev. Alice R. Tewell 

October 2 Rev. Roger J. Gench 

 
 

 Counters 

September 6 Ruth and Fritz von Fleckenstein 

September 11 Adam Bain and Amy Gillespie 

September 18 Barbara Dornan and John Schultheis 

September 27 Jim Martin and Nancy  

 


