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AVENEWS 
News from our Sister Church in  

Njoro, Kenya 
by Cathy Wambui 

 

(in early July, Francis Muchemi sent us Cathy’s latest  
report and noted that the committee had chipped in to buy a 
bicycle for Simon Edapan, one of the children.  He also not-
ed that it was raining a lot, which was very welcome.  Here 
is Cathy’s report, with some emendations.) 

 
The 13 students attending high school were visited, and 
their school fees paid accordingly.   They are: 

 
Three pupils are expected to enter high school next year 
(2017). They are: 

 
 
Saturday tutoring has been going on as usual, as well as the 
computer classes.  Other Saturday activities included sing-
ing games, skipping ropes, football, reading story books 
and practicing a song to present in the church on 29th of 
May when they fellowshipped at the Njoro church with the 
children. 
 

NAME SCHOOL 

Joseph Wasiche Kelma Primary School 

Lukas Ngacha Township Primary School 

Peter Babu Ndarugu Primary School 

NAME SCHOOL FORM 

Elizabeth Wambui Njoro Day Secondary School 1 

Simon Edapan Njoro Day Secondary School 1 

Rebecca Andisi Njoro Girls Secondary School 1 

Margaret Wairimu A.I.C. Secondary School 1 

John Njoroge Lanet Secondary School 2 

Peter Njorack Njoro Day Secondary School 2 

Ann Njeri Day Star Secondary School 2 

Purity Kanduka Njoro Day Secondary School 3 

Lucy Nduta Njoro Day Secondary School 3 

Jeremia Kamau Piave Secondary School 3 

Monica Kavindu Njoro Precious Girls Second-
ary School 

3 

Eunice Wanjiku Township Secondary School 4 

Samuel Macharia Njoro Central Secondary 
School 

4 

 

Group Counseling 
 
The children were given an opportunity by the social work-
er to express their feelings in group counseling. 
 
Personal counseling was provided to Lukas Ngacha, who 
had been going through family stress as a result of family 
separation.  Followup on Lukas Ngacha’s family is going 
on to ensure the child and others in the family are able to 
cope. 

Playing Recorders 

(continued on p. 2) 
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Personal counseling was provided to Simon Edapan, who 
has been frustrated because his family has not been provid-
ing bus fare for him to and from school. At times he is 
forced to borrow fare from fellow students and teachers at 
the program. (The committee raised money to buy him a 
bicycle so that he can ride it to and from school.)   
 
Health Care Support 
 
During this period five children fell ill and were referred at 
the P.C.E.A. Health Center. Most of them complained of 
stomach pain. 
 
Branton Ngigi— Followup on Branton Ngigi has been go-
ing on. As you remember, the social worker had taken him 
for a second Thyroid Function Test as instructed by the 
doctor. The test was taken back to the hospital and the re-
sults confirmed: he has recovered. The doctor said he 
should stop taking medication for eight months and then go 
for another review.   The children were reminded by the 
social worker to always remember about body hygiene .  
 
Recommendation: From the above complaints, a survey 
was done on some children and caregivers to find out how  

Simon riding his new bicycle 

regularly the children take dewormers at home. It was noted 
that most of them are not dewormed as required. If we can 
start a deworming program where, every three months all 
our children get dewormers at the P.C.E.A. Health Center, 
this will keep them healthy. 

 
Shelter and Care Support 
 
The children and the teachers were given gifts from the 
USA friends: A cross for each of the children from Rev. 
Beth Braxton.  A success card addressed to teachers and 
children from the USA friends was read to them. One com-
mittee member (Esther Kinuthia) donated clothes, shoes 
and bags to program parents/guardians. Children were re-
minded about proper waste disposal. 
 
 

Crosses sent by Beth Braxton 

Teachers and Cooks with gifts from USA 

(continued on p. 3) 

News from our Sister Church in Njoro (continued from page 1) 



AVENEWS August 2016 Page 3 

AVENEWS 
The Newsletter of  

The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church 
 

Editors this Issue:  Fritz and Ruth von Fleckenstein 
Copy Editor: Amy Gillespie 

 
Next Issue:  November 2016 

Next Editor: Fritz and Ruth von Fleckenstein  
Deadline for Materials:  November 1, 2016 

 
1313 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20005-4790 

Phone: (202) 393-3700 
FAX: (202) 393-3705 

www.nyapc.org    
 

Roger J. Gench, Pastor  
Alice Rose Tewell, Associate Pastor  

 Stanley P. Engebretson,  Director of Music 
Ann Rose Davie, Parish Associate for Visitation 

Cathy Schultheis, Director, Planned Giving/Special Gifts 
Parish Associates:   Beth Braxton, J. Gary Campbell,  

 Frances Taylor Gench, Linda LeSourd Lader 
Director of Dance: Kathryn Sparks 

 
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church  

welcomes all people 
into community, worship, service and leadership. 

Legal Protection Support 
 
One new parent – Mathew Mukua’s mother -- was assisted 
in the process and procedure of acquiring the late hus-
band’s death certificate. A copy of the certificate is in the 
child’s file.  
 
Savings and Internal Lending Communities  
 
(Catholic Relief Services has for the past year implement-
ed the Savings and Internal Lending Communities  
Program in partnership with the Catholic Church and  
other partners in Kenya.)  
 
The parents/guardians met on 27th of May as usual. There 
were many apologies due to parents’ meetings in many of 
the children’s schools, though all members of the group 
saved well, as it is a routine to have some savings every 
other month. Those absent sent their savings. This is a sign 
of commitment of all the members. 

Note: All words anywhere in this issue typed in blue with 
underlining are actually hyperlinks or email addresses 
and can be accessed by clicking on them. 

Coming August 13 

LINCOLN’S 1860 ELECTION 
The Lincoln Group of the District of Columbia is sponsoring 
Open Discussions of significant events in the life of Abraham 
Lincoln. The events are open to the public at The New York Av-
enue Presbyterian Church. 

On Saturday, August 13, the group will discuss Lincoln’s 1860 
election, including his road to the Republican presidential nomi-
nation and his victory in the November election. Parallels to this 
year’s party nominations and the impending campaign will be 
explored by experienced LGDC Open Discussion leaders John 
O’Brien, chair of the NYAPC History Committee, and LGDC 
president John T. Elliff. 

The discussion will be held from 10:00-12:00 at NYAPC.  The 
cost at the door is $15 for LGDC and church members and $20 
for nonmembers.  
 
For further information contact John T. Elliff, 703-360-1265, 
jtelliff@aol.com . 

 
Looking for a cooler, low humidity place to 
be next August?? — a place where you can 
experience the joy of serving children and 
receiving insights and joy from our Presby-
terian partners in Njoro, Kenya?? 
 
Well, start now blocking two weeks vacation 
time with your boss for next summer and sav-
ing your pennies (approximately $2,500). 
 

Kenya Mission Trip, August 2017, is for  
 

YOU! 

News from our Sister Church in Njoro  (continued from page 2) 

http://www.nyapc.org/
mailto:jtelliff@aol.com
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Board of Deacons Grants in 2016 
 

The Board of Deacons has awarded grants totaling 
$50,350 to sixteen outside organizations for 2016. 

 
NGOs WITH OVERSEAS PROJECTS 
 
IDEAS, Philippines -- $1,700 
 
IDEAS, International Healthy Communities and Peace Leader-
ship Programs Philippines projects are led by 2 IDEAS associates 
living in Davao City, Mindanao.  Amy and Jeremy Simons have 
been doing community health work (Amy is a nurse practitioner) 
and peace and conflict transformation (Jeremy is a peacebuilding 
expert) for the past 7 years. Mindanao, in the southern Philip-
pines, is the poorest region in the Philippines and has been affect-
ed by poverty, oppression and armed conflict for over 40 years. 
 
Roots of Development, Haiti -- $3,000 
 
Roots of Development and a group of graduate students 
from Parsons School of Design in New York City have teamed up 
with Roots’ community partner, APDAG (The Professional Asso-
ciation for the Development and Advancement of Gran Sous/La 
Gonave), to design and carry out a solar street lighting initiative 
on the island of La Gonave.   
  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES OVERSEAS 
 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa -- Njoro Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children Program, Kenya -- $12,000 
 
This program is now serving approximately 35 orphans who  
gather at the Njoro Presbyterian church each Saturday.  There 
they experience the joy of being together and lovingly encouraged 
by the staff and volunteers.  Other benefits include:  healthy,  
nutritious meals, snacks and maize flour to share with their care-
givers who are poor, often elderly, relatives and foster families; 
school support (including uniforms, shoes, supplies); sports  
activities and supplies; and the fun of singing songs together.  In 
the last three years, some of the children who have attained high 
school age have been helped with test preparation and school 
fees. The children from 7th grade through high school have also 
been learning to use computers, which necessitated hiring another 
part-time teacher. There are now 13 students in high school, who 
require school fees to be paid, and three in 8th grade, who are 
studying for entrance exams to high school. 
  
The budget for 2016 is $23,674.  PCEA Njoro will raise 20% of 
the budget, or $4,735.  To supplement this and the money from 
the Deacons, Kenya Partners have solicited donations from other 
NCP churches, raised money on Mother’s Day and participated in 
the Alternative Christmas Giving to allow parishioners to  
individually contribute.   
 
PC(USA) MISSION CO-WORKERS (most have visited 
NYAPC this year – see other stories) 
 
Philippines Mission Co-workers Desa and Cobbie Palm -- $1,000 
Indonesian Mission Co-workers Bernie & Farsijana Adeney-
Risakotta -- $1,000 
Caribbean Liaison Jo Ella Holman -- $1,000 
Syria-Lebanon-Iraq Liaison Elmarie Parker -- $1,000 

Iraq Partnership Network -- PC(USA) -- $1,000 
 
The National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon (NESSL) 
has opened three schools for Syrian refugee children living in 
camps inside Lebanon.  Each school enrolls about 50 children.  
Money is requested to meet expenses for room rental and supplies 
and food.  NESSL estimates the total cost of the first year of the 
program to be over $250,000.    
 
Syria-Lebanon Partnership Network – PC (USA) -- $1,000 
 
Work includes: support of internally displaced Christian refugees 
who are victims of ISIS now living at the Kirkuk Presbyterian 
Church, rebuilding of the flood damage at the Baghdad  
Presbyterian Church, and support of the Kirkuk, Baghdad and 
Basrah Presbyterian Church kindergartens. 
 
Colombia Accompaniment Program -- PC(USA) and PC
(Colombia) -- $750 
 
This program provides support largely for training of volunteers, 
who travel to Colombia for short-term work as “accompaniers” – 
those who travel with pastors and other church workers of the 
Presbyterian Church of Colombia in order to lessen violence 
against them.  These pastors are ministering largely to persons 
who have been displaced as a result of actual or threatened  
violence from armed militias and drug cartels. It is reported that 
15% of the country’s population is displaced because of political 
upheaval. Each major city has encampments of the displaced num-
bering from several hundred up to about 3,000 persons. Ministry 
of the Presbyterian Church of Colombia includes assistance in 
education and employment for rural poor populations, now  
displaced to urban areas. Women and children in these camps are 
among the most vulnerable.  Training for accompaniers is  
provided by the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship. The accompaniers 
work in pairs – one of whom must be fluent in Spanish. They 
serve for about one month at a time. About one pair is in Colombia 
at a time. Their activities are directed by the Presbyterian Church 
of Colombia.  Update for 2016: As the expected signing of a peace 
accord between the Colombian government and FARC guerrilla 
group approaches, forces within Colombia which oppose peace 
(because they benefit from the war) have been increasing their 
intimidation tactics and violence.  
 
NGOS WITH LOCAL PROJECTS 
 
CAIR Coalition's Detained Children's Program -- $2,000 
 
See CAIR article on p. 6. 
 
ONE DC - Organizing Neighborhood Equity -- $3,500 
 
ONE DC is a 501(c)(3) organization that primarily organizes long-
time, low-income families of color, most of whom are native 
Washingtonians.  ONE DC requests funding for the Black Work-
ers Center.  Note: although it is called a Black Workers Center, it 
is available to low-income workers of all races. 
 
Open Arms Housing Inc.  -- $2,000 
 
Open Arms Housing provides housing for homeless women with 
mental health issues, trauma, chronic poverty, and unstable  
relationships.  The money will be used for operating funds, since 
government support and rents cover only 60% of the core annual 
budget.  Ongoing government support takes three forms: A  

(continued on p. 5) 
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Supportive Housing Program grant from HUD (approximately 
$118,000), operating support from the DC Housing Authority 
“Local Rent Supplement Program” (LRSP) plus tenant rents total 
about $320,000, and $20,000 from the DHS.  But every year,  
additional grants must be raised from private sources to cover the 
remaining $100,000 budget, covering staff costs of site supervi-
sion and other supportive services. Private foundations such as the 
Cafritz and Abell Foundations have supported OAH but there is a 
need for individual and church contributions as well.  
 
Washington Interfaith Network (in addition to regular dues)  
-- $3,500 
 
WIN wants to raise money for another full-time organizer in order 
to increase its base. The entire organization depends on grants, 
grassroots funding and donations.  WIN also wants to decrease 
reliance on grants that focus on particular campaigns rather than 
where member congregations and listening sessions lead.  A goal 
for this budget season is to create thousands of new affordable 
housing units through partner congregations and by using District 
land. WIN will also work to develop hundreds of leaders within 
congregations and non-profits across the city.  
 
Young Playwrights' Theater -- $2,000 
 
NYAPC’s support will fully cover the cost of one classroom at 
Tubman Elementary, including the professional teaching artist, 
workshop supplies, professional actor visits to the classroom and 
administrative support devoted to training and overseeing the  
program. By sponsoring a classroom at Tubman Elementary 
School, the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church Deacons will 
sustain YPT’s Dream Impact partnership at this school, bringing 
much-needed arts-integrated programming to underserved stu-
dents in Washington, DC. YPT works to transform underserved 
communities from the inside out by empowering our region’s 
young people to engage in their learning and realize the power of 
their own voices.   
 
Reach Incorporated -- $2,400 
 
Teen participants in RI’s Summer Leadership Academy focus on 
key areas: Intensive Reading, Career Exploration, College  
Readiness, Group Projects, and The Teen Philanthropy Challenge.  
Through the process, teens will improve key academic skills, 
learn about new careers, explore college opportunities, and build 
the communication skills needed for success in school and career.  
The NYAPC Deacon’s Grant allows the program to pay stipends 
to the students, so that they do not need to seek other work during 
the summer. 
 
Equal Justice Initiative (Bryan Stevenson’s organization) -- 
$2,000 
 
EJI represents dozens of death row prisoners, scores of juveniles 
sentenced to die in prison, and dozens of others who have been 
mistreated by the criminal justice system. They have filed major 
civil rights actions in the last years aimed at ending violence 
against incarcerated women, racial discrimination in jury  
selection, abuse of power by correctional officers, mistreatment of 
the mentally ill and illegal detention of the poor. They work  
extensively with lawyers, law students, low-income communities, 
community leaders, and citizens to improve access to justice. 
 
 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES WITH LOCAL PROJECTS 
 

Heeding God's Call to End Gun Violence of Greater Washing-
ton -- $1,000 
 
The Memorial to the Lost was started in 2014, remembering 176 
victims lost to gun violence in the Greater Washington area during 
2013.  In 2015, the Memorial remembered 155 victims in 2014.   
Unfortunately, the Memorial will be much expanded this year, as 
the total number of victims being remembered for 2015 is 202.  
HGC wants to purchase some outside lighting for the Memorial 
sites and to obtain the services of a videographer to help record 
this most powerful display. There are also expenses for the 
maintenance, upkeep and updating of the Memorial. 
  
Young Adult Volunteer program of PC(USA) -- $8,500 
 
Note: $5,500 fees for a new YAV and a $3,000 grant; Community 
Club also shares the fees. 
 
The program enables young adults to participate in daily direct 
service. It has a short-term impact on the communities and non-
profits with whom the YAVs serve – the homeless on Capitol 
Hill, in the Radcliffe Room, at Miriam’s Kitchen; the DC youth of 
Community Club; students from around the country who visit DC 
and have their understandings of church, mission, and justice  
expanded through the programs at the Washington Seminar  
Center and the Pilgrimage; the hundreds of people of faith who 
will attend Ecumenical Advocacy Days; and leaders across the 
denomination who are enriched by the work of NEXT Church. 
The YAV program has longer-term impact on the young adults 
themselves who serve. The tagline of the program is “A year of 
service for a lifetime of change.” That is apt because data shows 
that 30% of young adult volunteers go on to seminary and  
religious leadership, 70% stay active in a PC(USA) congregation 
into adulthood and 100% say their lives are changed by this year 
of service.   Note: Angela Williams was the NYAPC YAV in 
2015-16. 

 Young Playwrights’ Theater 
Activity 

 
 
Beautification Day at Tubman 

Elementary 
Date:          Saturday, August 20 
Time:          9am - 1pm 
Location:    Tubman Elementary School 
Dress Code: Comfortable clothes that can get dirty and 

closed-toed shoes 
Kid-friendly? Yes! 
  
Description: YPT staff and volunteers will join Tubman's 

teachers and administrators to help clean and organize inside 
and outside at Tubman Elementary. Come in comfortable 
clothes, and we'll dig into the community garden, craft in class-
rooms and decorate hallways, to help the teachers prepare for 
their first day of school! 

  
To sign up: email Laura Wood (lwood@yptdc.org) 

Deacons Grants in 2016  (continued from page 4) 

mailto:lwood@yptdc.org
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CAIR Coalition's Detained Children's Program 
by Kathy Doan, Executive Director  

 

Each year thousands of children under the age of 18 enter the 
United States unaccompanied by a parent or other caregiver.  
The vast majority of these children are fleeing the horrific levels 
of violence in their home countries of El Salvador, Honduras 
and Guatemala.  Many of them are escaping forced recruitment 
by gangs; others are fleeing situations of domestic violence or 
are victims of human trafficking.  Once a child is detained at the 
border, she is put in the custody of the Office of Refugee Reset-
tlement (ORR) which then places her in one of a number of 
juvenile facilities in the United States, pending possible reunifi-
cation with family members. 
 
The Detained Children’s Program of CAIR Coalition provides 
legal services to unaccompanied immigrant children being held 
in five facilities in Virginia and Maryland.  These legal services 
include general legal orientations for children who have just 
arrived at the facility as well as individual consultations and 
representation before the immigration court and various  
agencies of U.S. Customs and Immigration Services.  The pro-
gram also continues to serve children who leave the facility to 
be reunified with family members in Maryland and Virginia. 

 
In calendar year 2015, we provided legal assistance to 545  
children.  This legal assistance ranged from brief counsel and 
advice for those children who were being reunified with family 
members outside of our area, to full representation in their  
immigration court proceedings for those who reunified locally.  
Most of the children we serve are eligible for either asylum or 
for a Special Immigrant Juvenile Visa based on the fact that 
they were abused, abandoned or neglected by one or both of 
their parents.  Once a child is granted asylum or Special  
Immigrant Juvenile Status, she is then able to apply for legal 
permanent residence. 
 
The vast majority of the children that we serve have been  
severely traumatized by the violence they have experienced or 
witnessed, either in their home country, or during the perilous 
journey to the United States.  While they are in ORR custody, 
they are entitled to receive a variety of services, including  
counseling.  However, once reunified with a sponsor, these chil-
dren are on their own.  Often, the families into which they are 
reunified were already struggling to balance long work hours 
with caring for other children in the household and have little 
time, energy or financial resources to assist the newcomer with 
needed support services.  Therefore, the staff of the Detained 
Children’s Program is often called upon to help link their clients 
and sponsors to needed social services.  This can include  
identifying an afterschool program or needed counseling or  
other types of support. 
 
The Detained Children’s Program anticipates serving an  
increased number of children in 2016.  According to recent  
government statistics, the number of unaccompanied immigrant 
children entering the U.S. during the first three months of the 
current fiscal year (October 1, 2015 through December 31, 
2015) was up 117% from the same period the previous fiscal 
year.  The largest juvenile facility we serve recently expanded 
bed space for unaccompanied immigrant children from 92 to 
118. 

Presbyterian Women of NYAPC 
by Barbara Dornan 

 
The Presbyterian Women of The New York Avenue  
Presbyterian Church are affiliated with the national  
organization of the Presbyterian Women of the Presbyterian 
Church ( U.S.A.).  Our purpose is to nurture faith, support  
missions, work for justice and peace and build community. All 
women of faith are welcome to join our group. 
 
Here at NYAPC, we meet the first Tuesday of each month, 
excluding the summertime, to have a light lunch and join in a 
Bible study led by Alice Tewell. We meet in members’ homes 
around the region.  We use the Horizon Bible study, which is 
Who is Jesus?  What a Difference a Lens Makes this year.  This 
study will be used in churches across the nation and was put 
together by a Churchwide Coordinating Team of Presbyterian 
Women. 
 
At each meeting we have time to discuss issues affecting us, 
the church, and the world.  We collect the least coin offering, 
pennies which are collected worldwide to support projects for 
women and children around the world. We send these along to 
the National Capital Presbytery and they send them to the  
national organization. We also take a voluntary offering that 
we use to fund Presbyterian Mission, Alternative Christmas 
projects, Peacemaking, One Great Hour of Sharing and other 
emergencies or disasters as we are able.  We have sent  
earthquake relief to Nepal and typhoon relief to the Philippines 
in the past few years. We have usually given around $1800 
each year to these various missions. 
 
We are always welcoming new members, so please think about 

joining us on our faith journey as we study and pray together, 
and have a good time. We will be meeting Tuesday, September 
6th at 12:30 PM.  Please call Barbara Dornan or Lenora Thierry 

if you have any questions. 

Class on the New Sanctuary Movement 
Sunday October 23, 2016  

 

Kathy Doan, NYAPC member and the executive 
director of the Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights 
(CAIR) Coalition and Maricelly Malave, Senior 
Legal Assistant with CAIR Coalition’s Detained 
Children’s Program, will present on the New 
Sanctuary Movement, a growing nationwide 
movement of faith and immigrant communities 
working to protect immigrants facing deportation 
to Central America where escalating violence puts 
their lives at risk.  Come learn what we at NYAPC 
can do to help our immigrant brothers and sisters 
seeking a safe haven in the United States.  
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International Peacemaker from Iraq to 
Visit NYAPC 
by Marilyn Seiber 

 

A PC(USA) International Peacemaker from Iraq, Rev. 
Rami Al-Maqdasi, will visit NYAPC  September 28 -
October 3, 2016.  Rev. Al-Maqdasi is a Presbyterian pas-
tor and will participate in World Communion Sunday ser-
vices with us. He 
is a native of Bas-
rah, Iraq and was 
ordained  in the 
Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church 
of Syria and Leb-
anon, where he 
was a pastor at the 
Syrian Church in 
Southern Damas-
cus.  His ministry 
has included serv-
ing as the Director 
of Syrian Refu-
gees Ministry 
with Samaritan’s 
Purse, and over-
seeing the distri-
bution of food 
and clothing to 
refugees of war in 
Erbil, Iraq.  In the past ten years, Rev. Al-Maqdasi worked 
with Operation Blessing, the Alliance Church in Syria and 
Iraq, and with Crisis Response International to provide 
translation services for refugees and people displaced by 
war and unrest in the region. He is a 2010 graduate of the 
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo, Egypt. 
 
While speaking to a church in Philadelphia last year, Rev. 
Al-Maqdasi said, according to a church participant, that 
“his life as a Christian from Iraq has been marked and  
defined by war.”  His earliest memories are of fleeing the 
violence of the Iraq-Iran war, coming of age during the 
Kuwait War, and of serving the church in Syria as Iraq 
was invaded in 2003.  But violence did not escape him in 
Syria.  In 2011, as civil war broke out in Syria, and as 
drone strikes and bombs rained down, Rev. Al-Maqdasi 
and his family fled once more, ending up in Erbil, Iraq,  
the Kurdish region of the country where he served in the 
refugee camps. In 2014, after five years, Rev. Al-Maqdasi 
and his family received refugee status through the United 
Nations and were resettled with their sponsor in Buffalo, 
NY.   
 
Today, Rev. Al-Maqdasi serves as a pastoral assistant at 
Wayside Presbyterian Church in Hamburg, NY.  PC
(USA)’s Mission Agency provided Rev. Al-Maqdasi with 
a grant for his work to support refugees in the Buffalo  
area. 

International Peacemaker from Iran was 
to have Visited NYAPC 

BUT THE STATE DEPARTMENT  
REFUSED TO ISSUE HIM A VISA 

by Marilyn Seiber 
        

A PC(USA) International Peacemaker from Iran, Rev. 
Sargez Benyamin, was to have visited The New York  
Avenue Presbyterian Church on September 28-October 3, 
2016.  Rev. Benyamin is a Presbyterian pastor and was to 
have participated in World Communion Sunday services 
with us.  Rev. Benyamin is a native of Urmia, Iran and 
served as pastor in his home congregation for 13 years and 
then in Tehran until July 2015.  Since 2007, he has served 
as executive secretary of the Synod of the Evangelical 
(Presbyterian) Church in Iran (ECI), a denomination that 
started as a product of the Presbyterian mission in Persia in 
1834. In this capacity, he has represented the ECI at the 
World and Middle East Councils of Churches and at other 
ecumenical entities. 
 
While in Washington, D.C., Rev. Benyamin would have 
spoken before National Capital Presbytery’s Global  
Mission Network on Saturday, October 1, and would have 
had other meetings as planned.  He would have led an 
Adult Christian Education class at NYAPC, participated in 
the World Communion worship services, and given a 
presentation at a lunch/reception in Peter Marshall Hall 
after the 11:00 a.m. service. 
 
Rev. Benyamin completed a Bachelor’s in English Transla-
tion in Tehran and a Master’s in Theological and Biblical 
Studies in Vienna.  He is interested in researching and 
translating different kinds of materials to answer critical 
societal needs.  He has translated and compiled 12 books in 
Farsi. He is married and has two daughters. He enjoys  
fishing, watching football, and gardening. 

While in Washington, D.C., Rev. Al-Maqdasi will speak 
before National Capital Presbytery’s Global Mission 
Network on Saturday, October 1, and will have other 
meetings as planned.  He will lead an Adult Christian 
Education class at NYAPC, participate in the World 
Communion worship services, and will give a  
presentation at a lunch/reception in Peter Marshall Hall 
after the 11:00 a.m. service.   
 
If you want to help with hosting Rev. Rami Al-Maqdasi, 
please contact Fritz at  
vonfleck@starpower.net or Alice at  
alice.tewell@nyapc.org  

http://www.waysidepch.org/
mailto:vonfleck@starpower.net
mailto:alice.tewell@nyapc.org
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Indonesian Mission Co-workers Bernie and 
Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta Visited 

NYAPC on weekend of June 25th and 26th 

 
Indonesian Mission co-workers Bernie and Farsijana Adeney-
Risakotta visited NYAPC on Saturday and Sunday June 25 and 
26..  They addressed a meeting of the National Capital Presbytery 
Global Mission Team, telling stories about their long-time  
mission in Yogyakarta. On Sunday, they taught a Christian  
Education Class and participated in Children’s Time.  Then  
Bernie preached a sermon which was remembered with great 
pleasure by many people (See the text of that sermon below.), and 
finally, they participated in a luncheon meeting with members of 
the congregation where they again told tales of their work in  
Indonesia. 

Love and Fear 
Dr. Bernard (Bernie) Adeney-Risakotta 

Preached June 26, 2016 
 

First Lesson: 1 John 4:16b-21;   
Second Lesson: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

http://www.nyapc.org/sermons/love-and-fear/?player=video 

 
The passage actually for today, that I am preaching from, is 1 
John, the passage that was read first, but I am so happy that the 
passage also came up, because it fits perfectly with what I want to 
talk about.  As was mentioned, I am a Mission Coworker.  I live 
in Indonesia, have lived in Indonesia for 25 years, I fell in love 
with Indonesia a long time ago, and  I thought I would go for a 
short time and I ended up still there.  And I have been fascinated 
by all that I can learn living in a majority Muslim context. When 
my wife and I got married in 1997, I remember, we decided that, 
whereas the university where we were teaching offered us a 
house, we had the opportunity to live wherever we wanted to, and 
we thought, since we are living in the largest Muslim country in 
the world, wouldn’t it be interesting to live in an all-Muslim com-
munity?  Not to live in university housing with other faculty 
members who are Christians, but to live right close to the  
majority of the people all around us.  
  
And we thought about whether we should be there, because in 
1998, when we came back to Indonesia after we got married in 
1997 in the United States, in Berkeley, California, we moved to 

Yogyakarta, and Indonesia was in great turmoil.  There was a  
people power movement to unseat the president, and Indonesia was 
in chaos.  The American Embassy told me, “You should get out of 
Indonesia.”  And all of the foreigners, all of the Westerners, they 
were all leaving, and people were leaving as fast as they could.  
And my wife and I prayed about it, and we thought, “We want to 
accompany the Church and the Society, whatever happens.  What-
ever happens, we want to be part of it.”  And we didn’t feel that we 
were doing this big sacrifice, we felt what a gift it would be to go 
through whatever it was that Indonesians were going through in 
their struggle to overthrow an authoritarian government, and bring 
about a more just and a more humane society.  So, I had already 
lived in Indonesia twelve years, and I thought, living in a Muslim 
community is no problem, I don’t have any fear of Muslims, 
seemed natural enough, but I had some questions about the  
radicals.  And we decided that we would build a house in a Muslim 
community, and become part of that community.   
 
And when we built the house, one day I was sitting outside the 
house, and two guys walked by my house that didn’t look like  
normal Indonesians.  You know, Indonesians, they like to wear 
Batik, they have fabrics like this tie, they wear Western clothes, but 
these guys, they were wearing white robes, short pants, they had 
scraggly beards, they looked like Islamic radicals, like ISIS.  In 
Indonesia, those people really stand out, because the majority of 
Muslims don’t dress like that, but the radicals do.  So, these guys 
walked past my house, and I thought, “Hmm! I wonder what they 
think about a Christian American moving into their neighbor-
hood?”   They were my neighbors, and it didn’t help that when they 
walked by, they looked at me sort of scowling.  I thought, “Are 
they going to bomb my house?  What do they think about me being 
there?”  And then I thought, “I did not come here to be scared.  If I 
am going to be afraid of my neighbors, I might as well go home.  
These are my neighbors, they are human beings.”  So, I smiled at 
them, and I said “Good morning, Selamat Pagi.”  They just 
scowled back, and ignored me, walked on.  Well, I sort of wanted 
to run away!  They say that humans have a fight or flight mecha-
nism, when you feel threatened, you either want to attack or you 
want to run away, either avoid the threat or build a wall, or attack.  
But I thought, that’s not really what my calling is.  My calling is to 
love my neighbors, not be frightened of them.  So the next day they 
went walking by, and the same thing happened again.  They 
scowled, they looked at me with a lot of suspicion, they looked 
aggressive.  I smiled (it was completely hypocritical, I was not feel-
ing that way), but I smiled and said “Selamat Pagi, Good Morn-
ing!”   It’s funny, I just heard a TED speech by someone or other, I 
can’t remember her name, how your body language changes your 
chemistry.  If you smile a lot, it actually changes the chemical 
makeup of your body.  If you act confident and open, it actually 
changes your hormone structure.  Anyway, to make a long story 
short, every day these guys walked by my house, every day I 
smiled, every day I said “Good Morning!” to them, and by the end 
of the week they were smiling back and they were saying “Good 
Morning” to me.  And it made a huge difference in how I felt, be-
cause suddenly, those whom I was most afraid of were treating me 
like I was their neighbor.  It made a huge difference in what was 
our relationship. 
 
In the passage that was read earlier, it says that God is Love.   
Everybody knows that, right?  God is Love.  But I wonder if you 
believe it.  I wonder if I believe it.  What does it mean, God is 
Love?  It’s so abstract.  Actually, I think it is the very deepest core 
of the Christian faith.  It’s the most important thing that we believe.  
That the very meaning of reality, the underlying ground of reality is 

(continued on p. 9) 
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not just an impersonal universe, that there is a loving God that loves 
us, that created this earth.  That’s the good news.  If you wanted to 
boil down the Gospel, or the Good News, into three words, it is that 
God is Love.  God loves us even when we don’t love God, which is 
a good part of the time, at least for me.  God loves us even when we 
are enemies of God.  The strange thing is that Jesus said, “Be like 
God!  You should be like God.”  The greatest commandment is that 
you should love God, who is Love and you should love your  
neighbor as yourself.  It is funny that the Pharisees at this spot 
asked, “Who is my neighbor?”  Jesus told the story of the Good 
Samaritan, which basically is a story that asks, “Who are you a 
neighbor to?”   Who are you a neighbor to? 
 
 We had a lot of experiences living in a Muslim neighborhood,  
seeing people who were different, learning from them, contributing 
to them.  I remember when they sent out a notice to the community 
saying, “The Mosque is falling down, we need to fix it, and on  
Sunday we are going to have a day that they call Gotong Royong, 
which is a day of Mutual Help, Gotong Royong, and everyone in 
the community should come and help fix the Mosque that is falling 
apart.”   Well, I thought about this, and I looked at my wife and I 
said, “I’m part of this community, too, right?”  So, on Sunday I 
went to church. (We go to church at 6:30 in the morning on  
Sunday, which is a little bit different from here.  There is a church 
just around the corner from me that is a Presbyterian Church that 
started thirteen years ago with 60 members, and now, every Sunday 
they have seven services, and 7,000 people attending every Sunday.  
They start on Saturday night, and the first service is 5:00 in the 
morning, and they have seven services with a thousand people at 
every service.  And 90% of the people are under thirty.  They are 
all young people.  This is Presbyterian Church, can you believe it?  
(laughter).  And that church, every week there are lots of Muslims 
who come to the service, because they are interested in learning.  
(Well, I don’t have time to tell you that story.)  But when the 
Mosque was in need of repairs, I finally made a decision, and I 
went and I wore my old clothes, and I hauled rocks, and I helped to 
take down a wall, and I helped them to build a mosque.  Is that 
what mission people are meant to do, go and help build mosques?  
Well, I was trying to love my neighbors, not because I believed 
what they believed, but because they were doing something that 
was deeply meaningful and important to them in building a 
mosque, and they loved me for it.  One of the interesting things is 
that recently I just read an article about how all the Muslims in a 
certain part of the Moluccan Islands were helping the Christians to 
rebuild their church.  Muslims helping Christians to build a church?  
It is a different kind of mentality than if you are thinking, they are 
our enemies, they are our opponents.  What if you think about, they 
are our neighbors, whom we are called upon to love?  Who is your 
neighbor?  
 
Currently, 23% of the world are Muslims.  That’s almost a quarter.  
And in a few years, it will be 30%.  30% of the world are Muslims.  
And most of them live in Asia.  They don’t live in the Middle East.  
How do we become neighbors to them?  Not, do we have to love 
them because they are our neighbors, but how do we become their 
neighbors?  How do we become their neighbors?  How do we  
become the Good Samaritan, the person who loves them?  I wonder 
if you are afraid of Muslims, like I was afraid of those radicals 
walking by my house?  The passage we read earlier says, “Love 
casts out Fear.”  It says, “Love annihilates Fear.”  Fear cannot exist 
along with Love. 
   
I’ve had one student of mine, a graduate student, who is connected 
to ISIS.  He is a tiny minority in Indonesia, there are a lot more 
Europeans who like ISIS than there are Indonesians.  But when he 

contacted me, because I know that he is connected to the  
terrorists, he had dinner at our house and I introduced him to my 
wife, and she said, “Who are you?” and he answered, “Bernie’s 
terrorist student.”  She said, “Terrorist according to whom?”   
Anyway, love neither attacks nor hides, love reaches out and  
annihilates fear. 
  
Now, today, the mosque sends us donations.  When they  
remember the sacrifice of Abraham, when he was willing to  
sacrifice his son, they sacrifice animals, and they always send us 
part of the portion for the community.  We are a part of the  
community.  I remember, one of the moving times for me was, a 
number of years ago my brother-in-law, my wife’s younger  
brother, who had been living with us for quite a while, had gone 
through some really rough times, but everything looked like it was 
picking up in his life, and he was well, strong, he had gotten  
married four months before, and suddenly one morning I got a call 
from the campus, from my office, and they said,  “Bernie, can you 
come home right now, there is something wrong with John.”   
 
So I rushed home.  I lived close to the campus, I rushed home, and 
John was lying in the bathroom, and he wasn’t breathing.  I picked 
him up and laid him on the bed, and I gave him CPR, and I gave 
him mouth-to-mouth resuscitation, and I called somebody who 
could drive, because I wanted to continue to give him mouth to 
mouth and CPR while we rushed to the hospital, but it was futile.  
He was dead. 
 
The morning, he had been washing the dishes, helping my sister- 
in-law change the tire on her wheel, he was in perfect health, sud-
denly, he was gone.  And I was completely devastated.  I didn’t 
know what to do.  I didn’t know what to think, where to go, what 
are you supposed to do in Indonesia when somebody dies?  How 
do you deal with that kind of loss?   
 
Well, I was outside, and my neighbor, the radical guy who wears 
white robes and a scraggly beard, he saw me and he came up to 
me and said, “Bernie, what’s wrong?”  And I said, “My brother 
just died, and I don’t know what to do.”  And he said, “Come with 
me.  You need to report this to the head of the village.  I’ll help 
you.”  He had a motorcycle.  He said, “Get on the back of my 
motorcycle.  I know where he is.”  So I got on his motorcycle and 
he drove through the little alleys and found the head of our  
village, and we gave the report.  Then he said, “Bernie, don’t  
worry, we’ll set up everything!  I’ll get all of the young people of 
the village to bring chairs to your house, because all the village 
will want to come to your house.  We’ll set up a big tent, close off 
the street, put up chairs.  And all of the women will cook.” 
 
In that situation, in the story of the Good Samaritan, I wasn’t the 
Samaritan.  I was the guy lying on the side of the road, broken and 
bleeding.   And the Good Samaritan was my neighbor, the Muslim 
radical, who I was scared of.  And he did; he set up the chairs, he 
rented the tent, he shut off the streets, and the whole village came 
to our house to comfort us.  And the women cooked meals for 
everyone who was coming, and for a week, our house was full of 
people, comforting us in the face of almost unimaginable loss. 
  
God is Love. Do you believe it?  If you believe it, you should be 
like God.  Who is your neighbor?  Who are you a neighbor to?  
That’s the question.   Who are you a neighbor to?  Are you afraid 
of your neighbors?  If you love them, it will annihilate your fear.  
And the wonderful thing about it is really good for you.  Don’t 
have to take antacids, don’t have to have stomach aches, don’t 
have to build walls.  It will eliminate your fear. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.     

Love and Fear  (continued from page 8) 
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 CUBA NEWS . . . 
 

Felicidades!  to Rev. 
Daniel Izquierdo,  Gen-
eral Secretary of the 
Presbyterian-Reformed 
Church in Cuba and pas-
tor of Luyanó Presbyteri-
an Church in Havana on 
his wedding in mid-July 
in the Czech Republic.  
His bride, Martina, leads the Education Department for the 
Czech Republic Brethren Evangelical Church.  Rev. 
Izquierdo has visited NYAPC, preaching in our pulpit in 
October 2008 and Washington, D.C. in 2015. 
 
Rev. Dr. Livio Diaz Rodriguez and his wife Midiam 
Lobaina visited Washing-
ton, D.C. in July at the invi-
tation of the Ravensworth 
Baptist Church in Annan-
dale, VA.  Livio  is an or-
dained Presbyterian pastor 
and a member of  First Pres-
byterian-Reformed Church 
of Havana but grew up Bap-
tist.  Livio serves as transla-
tor par excellence for visit-
ing preachers to First Ha-
vana such as Rev. Roger 
Gench, NCP General Pres-
byter Rev. Wilson Gunn, and 
Church of the Pilgrims pas-
tor Rev. Jeff Krehbiel.  Livio attended the worship service 
at NYAPC two years ago in July 2014. 
 
“Raise the Roof for First Havana!”  In April 2016 when 
NYAPC visited First Havana, Rev. Héctor Méndez men-
tioned that he hoped to complete the project of replacing 
and refurbishing First Havana’s roof and bell tower—well 
over 100 years old!—before he 
retires.  The NYA group offered to 
help raise funds for the project and 
Rev. Méndez welcomed the sug-
gestion.  On Sunday, August 14, 
2016, NYAPC and Church of the 
Pilgrims will host a Cuban fiesta 
and fundraiser to help First Ha-
vana meet its goal.   Of the 
$23,000 total cost, First Havana 
has $6,000, and we hope to raise 
$17,000. Work on the tower began 
on May 2.  Join us for a fiesta of 
Cuban music and food, Cuban 
photos and videos of trips to Cuba, 
Cuban jewelry for sale – help 
raise the roof for First Havana! 
 

Peace Candles around the Nation and World! 
 

More of NYAPC’s Peace Candles taken 
home by visitors are reaching far and near 
in the U.S. and the world:  Australia and 
China, Washington State and Washington, 
D.C., Florida, Indiana, and Michigan.  We 
welcome all of our visitors and the  
message of peace that they take with 
them! 

Gwendolyn Bell  
Church of the Annunciation 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Derona Burkholder 
St. Andrew Presbyterian 
Renton, WA 
 
Iris Campbell 
St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Australia 
 
Beth Dawson 
Second Presbyterian 
Indianapolis, IN 
 
Cline and Dawn Garther 
St. Stephens Church 
Australia 
 
 

Rachel Gibson 
St. Andrew PC 
Sun City Center, FL 
 
Rick and Paula McCloy 
Aaliyah and Bailey Sattler 
South Church 
Vermontville, MI 
 
Jake Reicht 
Selbun Lutheran 
La Crosse, WA 
 
Yurhn Zy 
Arlington, VA/China 

Next trip to Cuba February 20-27, 2017!  
Sign-up deadline is September 7, 2016.   
 
The next NYAPC trip to visit partner  
church First Presbyterian-Reformed Church 
of Havana will be in February 2017, but sign 
up must be NOW in order to secure hotel or 
B&B accommodations as well as airline 
space.  The fast growth of tourism from the 
U.S. has put a premium on affordable hotel 
space, so the earlier we are able to reserve 
space, the more likely we will be successful.   
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Cry for Aleppo 
       by Mary Mikhael   

 

(This is a letter from Elder Dr. Mary Mikhael, Director 
for Partners at NESSL, the National Evangelical Synod of 
Syria and Lebanon, in Beirut.  The plea for Aleppo is 
wrenching—they need our prayers.  If any of you have ide-
as on how we might make this plea available—to the press, 
Congress, State—let me know.  Marilyn Seiber) 
 
Dear friends and partners, 
  
The Peace of Christ be with you all. 
  
Thanks be to God who is the Author of peace. To whom 
we continuously pray for peace in Syria and the Middle 
East and the entire world. Like Habakkuk we continue to 
ask, “O Lord, how long shall we cry for help. . ." Indeed 
God hears and God will save!  
  
No doubt the whole world knows and watches what is  
going on in Aleppo. Streets are shelled with heavy rockets 
hitting civilian homes and places, and the people on the 
streets. Families are buried, children are smashed, no water 
to drink, no bread, no medicine, no food and no place to go. 
  
Our pastor in Aleppo has written saying, “There is not a 
second without the sound of shelling. And the rumor is that 
gangs are gathering themselves to enter to the city and 
practice their crimes among the citizens. This created  
immense fear of what may happen to the innocents whose 
wrong is that they stayed in their city.” The pastor contin-
ued to say, “Yet our people continue to come to the Church 
for worship, all are determined to stay in the city no matter 
what. . . .  In fact there were in the worship service 160-200 
people on Sunday.  Our women continue their meetings, 
and we even started meeting our youth to encourage their 
faith and strengthen their sense of belonging to the church. 
Praise be to God.” 
  
Sadly, people in Aleppo have got used to witnessing death, 
destruction and blood on the streets; but yes we ask how 
long does death seem to race with life?   
 
Friends, we appeal for prayers and actions by all who are 
able to do whatever is possible to save Aleppo and its peo-
ple. Indeed God is a God of miracles and to Him we pray.  
God, please have compassion and save Aleppo for the sake 
of Jesus. Amen.   
 
In Christ,   
 
Mary Mikhael  

Rev. Elmarie Parker Meets with  
Presbyterian Women 

             by Marilyn J. Seiber 
 

Rev. Elmarie Parker, PC(USA) Regional Liaison for Iraq, Syria 
and Lebanon, met with women of National Capital Presbytery for 
lunch at Old Ebbitt Grill on July 11.  Churches represented were 
NYAPC, Heritage PC, Old Presbyterian Meeting House, and  
National Presbyterian Church.  Rev. Parker was being hosted by 
Trinity Presbyterian Church in Arlington for the weekend. 
 

Rev. Parker gave 
a brief report on 
the situation in the 
three countries 
and how the 
churches are cop-
ing and extending 
hospitality to peo-
ple of the war-
torn region.  The 
National Evangel-
ical Synod of Syr-
ia-Lebanon is 
working with 
partners from the 

United States and Europe to provide educational opportunities in 
four locations for Syrian children who have fled to Lebanon.  Par-
ker reported that around 1.5 million Syrians have come across the 
Lebanon border, increasing the population by over twenty-five 
percent. There are sixteen Presbyterian churches in Lebanon that 
are involved in assisting with the refugee crisis. 
 
In Syria, fifteen Presbyterian churches remain of the eighteen 
existing before the civil war.  Families are losing homes, jobs and 
resources for basic necessities.  Recent bombings in Aleppo have 
increased the displacement and distress—a city where there is one 
Presbyterian church along with many other Christian churches.  In 
the city of Homs—where NYAPC is a partner with the Presbyter-
ian church—the situation has stabilized, homes are being rebuilt 
and people are returning. The school founded and operated by the 
Homs Presbyterian Church in the 1850’s has remained open and 
has close to 1,100 students—equally divided among Christian, 
Sunni and Alawite.  
 
In Iraq, the Baghdad Church continues to support with humanitar-
ian aid internally displace families who have sought refuge in 
Baghdad, as does the Presbyterian Church in Kirkuk in the  
northeast of Iraq. The biggest concern and focus for these 
 Presbyterian churches is the future of jobs and families who are 
now living in limbo.  Their lives are in upheaval, and the church 
is seeking a solution for intermediate employment through a pro-
posed vocational school for work such as computer repair, bakery 
and barber work. It is working to develop leadership training for 
this effort. 
 
Rev. Parker urged the National Capital Presbytery women and 
their churches to become involved with support for the mission of 
these Middle East Presbyterian Churches through prayer,  
communications, and financial resources, if possible. 
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Messages To and From Our Iraq Partners 
by Marilyn Seiber 

 
Orlando Shooting 

 
On June 12, 2016, Revs. Gench and Tewell sent a letter of prayer 
to the NYAPC congregation after the Orlando, FL massacre. The 
Peace & Justice Committee then forwarded this to our Presbyter-
ian Church partners in Iraq and Syria, asking for their prayers as 
well.    The Baghdad Church pastor, Rev. Farouk Hammo, and 
the Basrah Church Elder, Dr. Zuhair Fathallah responded to our 
prayer request below. 
 
June 13, 2016 
Dear in Christ Jesus, 
 
Our deep sorrow and condolences. We were shocked to hear this 
terrible news,  indeed there is not even one place that is safe on 
this planet from the evil acts. We sensed with deep sorrow for 
families losing their loved ones in such a terrible way. We  
entrusted all nation to turn to Christ as death comes without  
warning and takes any whether they are ready or not. Only those 
who were Prepared and have secured reconciliation with Christ 
will spend eternity with Him. 
 
May the Almighty bring all comfort to you all. Amen. 
 
Ps. Farouk 
   *       *       *       *       * 
June 13, 2016 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
We all were shocked by the terrible news about the massacre in 
Orlando; we deeply sympathized with the victims and their  
families, our condolences to all their relatives, may God have 
mercy on them. 
 
It’s a tragedy how a human can turn into savage creature all of a 
sudden, probably we can understand it in Iraq because it’s an  
every day story, but in the States I can’t believe the person can 
change from human being to killing machine. 
 
Please conduct my sympathy and sorrow to the entire NYAPC 
congregation and to Dr. Roger J. Gench, may our Lord bless you 
and be always with you. 
 
Elder Zuhair Fathallah 
National Evangelical Church / Basrah 
 
Baghdad Bombings 
 
Similarly, the first week of July saw horrific bombings and loss of 
life in Baghdad.  On July 7, 2016, a candlelight vigil was held in 
Dupont Circle in Washington, D.C.  to which several Peace & 
Justice Committee/NYAPC members attended.  The Peace &  
Justice Committee sent prayers of sympathy and condolences to 
the churches in Iraq along with photos of the candlelight vigil.  
 
July 11, 2016 
Dear in Christ, 
 
Greetings in Jesus Christ's name. On behalf of the body of Christ 
in Baghdad, I would like to extend our sincere thanks for your 
prayers and supplications during our hard time of the car bomb 

 that killed many innocents people last week. In times like these, 
the body of Christ felt with much strength as the extended Body 
stood by our side in prayers and fasting before the almighty. 
Thank you and may the Lord bless you richly always, Amen. 

 
Sincerely Yours, 
Rev. Farouk Hammo, 
Senior Minister 
 
July 11, 2016 
Dear Marilyn,  
 
Thank you for your sympathy and word of comfort, my sincere 
thanks to you and the congregation of NYAPC for holding a can-
dlelight vigil.  This last bombing in Al Karada was unbelievable 
by its destruction which was targeted toward killing civilians and 
not to destroying buildings.  Definitely, it was planned by an evil 
mind using most destructive materials. We pray that such destruc-
tion will not happen again.  
 
Please share with us to pray to the Lord to give peace and comfort 
to the shattered families so they can continue without their loved 
ones.  
 
My sincere thanks to you and all NYAPC, 
Zuhair Fathalla 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NYAPC people 
at candlelight 
vigil for  
victims of the 
Baghdad  
bombing,  
July 7 

Signing mes-
sages of  
solidarity 
with Iraqis at 
candlelight 
vigil 

People 
attending 
the vigil. 

(continued on p. 13) 
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Finally, Baghdad pastor, Rev. Hammo, had sent a request 
for prayers on July 6, printed here, and the response  
follows: 
 
Dear in Christ, 
 
Greetings, we are still mourning the tragedy of the car 
bomb near the most crowded area early morning on Sun-
day. Well over 400 were burned within the mall and the 
streets near by. People from different backgrounds were 
among the crowds as people go shopping after 9pm, due to 
the high temperature during the day till late evening and 
close to the Islamic Eed ( which is today) and continuous 
disconnections of the national electricity supply. We need 
more than prayers as the whole nation got furious and an-
gry calling for revenge from the administrations due to 
their failure to put an end to terrorists’ actions and to  
secure security for civilians. 
 
I bless you and thank you for your thoughts,  
Be blessed,  
Rev. F. Hammo 
 
In response, PC(USA) Stated Clerk J. Herbert Nelson sent 
a letter of support and encouragement (see below) to 
which the pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Kirkuk, 
Rev. Haitham Jazrawi, responded. Rev. Elmarie Parker, 
PC(USA) Regional Liaison for the Middle East, sent a 
prayer to our partners written by the Director of Presby-
terian Disaster Assistance. Finally, Rev. Joanne Sizoo 
(great-niece of NYACP’s Rev. Richard Sizoo!) sent a letter 
on behalf of the PC(USA) Iraq Partnership Network, print-
ed below. 
 
Louisville 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
The grace of Christ be with you. We write out of our deep 
love for you to express our concern and assure you of our 
support in this painful time. 
Our hearts are broken daily as we hear of devastation 
caused by individuals and groups motivated by prejudice, 
hatred, and religious bigotry. Their violence seems to 
know no bounds, as innocent children and adults are vic-
timized by shootings, bombings, and acts of war. 
 
We are especially anguished by the recent bombing in 
Baghdad and its impact on all who live in the region. We 
know that you are already burdened to the breaking point 
as you work to care for victims of ISIS and the casualties 
resulting from the military efforts in the region to defeat 
that twisted manifestation of Islam. 
 
We know you have received the prayers offered by Laurie 
Kraus in our Presbyterian Disaster Assistance office and 
we continue to seek concrete ways to lend our support. 
 
We confess, as citizens of the U.S., our complicity in the 

failures of cultural sensitivity and commitment that have 
marked our involvement in the region. Although our gov-
ernment has been well-intentioned, our frequent resort to 
military action has sometimes made it more difficult to find 
peaceful, long-term solutions to regional political and reli-
gious differences. In that regard we shall continue to work 
for justice and peace through our offices in Washington and 
at the United Nations, advocating for long-term solutions 
implemented through negotiation rather than military force. 
 
We pray daily for your safety and for a just peace for Iraq. 
Through our work to provide resources for your efforts to 
care for those who are victims of this tragedy and through 
our advocacy, we seek to stand in solidarity with you in 
Christ. 

 
The Reverend J. Herbert Nelson II 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
  
I want to thank you on behalf the Presbyterian congregation 
of Kirkuk-Iraq, and indeed on behalf of all the Iraqi citizens 
who have been suffering under ISIS's brutality. Your pray-
ers and concerns are deeply appreciated and very much 
needed and welcomed. Indeed the most recent attacks in 
Baghdad were a devastating blow to a community already 
reeling from much pain and sorrow. What's most saddening, 
however, is how desensitized we have become to such hor-
rific actions -- yes, the magnitude of these twin attacks was 
far larger than usual, but the theme remains the same 
throughout the country, and such has been our lives for the 
better part of 2 decades now.  
  
We nonetheless remember that the Church is called to stand 
up in the face of evil and proclaim the Gospel at all costs -- 
wherever sin abounds, grace abounds much more. The Lord 
is good, and always will be. We nonetheless want to ask for 
your continued prayers, support, and care -- your love and 
generous support is a reminder that our friends in the West 
have not forgotten us or our plight. Thank you for your kind 
words and may our Lord bless you accordingly.  
  
Regards, 
Rev. Haitham 

(continued on p. 14) 
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Presbyterian Women in Syria/Lebanon 
Gather 

by Marilyn Seiber 
 

On July 12-24, Presbyterian women of Syria and Lebanon gath-
ered for a retreat in Beirut hosted by the Evangelical 
(Presbyterian) Synod of Syria/Lebanon. The Outreach Founda-
tion (Presbyterian) sent a 10-woman U.S. delegation, including 
three pastors.  The team leader, Marilyn Borst, Vice-President of 
Outreach, and Rev. Dr. Nancy Fox on the Board of Outreach, 
both were scheduled to preach and lead worship services. The 
retreat theme was “Behold, I Am About to Do a New 
Thing” (Isaiah 43:19).  Rev. Fox prepared a Prayer Guide asking 
us at NYAPC to pray for the women gathered in retreat to show 
solidarity and for the work that the women are doing in the midst 
of war and refugees.   
 
Rev. Fox also delivered to the women of the Homs and Damas-
cus Presbyterian Churches small gifts from NYAPC that they 
carried back to their churches.  These included for each church a 
personal note to the pastors from Rev. Roger Gench; books by 
Archbishop Desmund Tutu, Bible Stories for Children, signed by 
Rev. Alice Tewell; cards for Presbyterian Women signed by 
NYAPC’s Presbyterian Women’s Circle with photos enclosed; 
copies of AveNews and Sunday bulletins.  For the Damascus 
Church, Rev. Gench signed a copy of Capital Witness (the Homs 
church already has a copy).  For the Homs church, the Peace & 
Justice Committee sent jump ropes and a Frisbee for the new 
“Space for Hope” program that was started by young adults as a 
way to bring children together for a place to gather and play. 

 
July 8, 2016 
 
 

To our sisters and brothers in the Assembly of the National Evan-
gelical (Presbyterian) Churches in Iraq, 
 
I write you today on behalf of the Iraq Partnership Network of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), Reformed Church in America, and 
the United Church of Christ.  We are a network of congregations 
and individuals with a heart for Iraq, and our hearts are broken by 
the ongoing violence in Iraq, particularly by the tragic bombing 
last week which resulted in such death and devastation. 
 
We pray fervently for you: 
 
     For the families of those who have died 
 
     For those who are injured 
 
     For healing of the trauma that so many experienced last week, 
and so many weeks for the past two decades 
 
     For young adults who have known no peace in their lifetimes 
 
     For all Iraqis who love their country and want to live in peace 
with each other 
 
     For leaders in Iraq and around the world who make decisions 
that affect you 
 
     For those who seek violence, we pray that they will come to 
know the One of Peace 
 
     For those who seek to follow Jesus in the midst of it all. 
 
We pray for your ongoing ministries as you seek to meet needs of 
people in an ever-changing environment.  We pray for your pas-
tors and the leaders of your congregations.   
 
We love you and we hold you in our hearts.  We work here in the 
US to raise awareness of the reality of your lives and the vitality 
of your ministries, and to support you in the ways that are  
available to us. 
 
In Christ’s peace, 
The Rev. Dr. Joanne Sizoo, for the Steering Committee of the Iraq 
Partnership Network 
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“A Season of Peace”  
Peace & Global Witness Offering 2016 

by Marilyn Seiber 
 

“A Season of Peace” will again be with us  
September 3-October 2, 2016 — a time for us to 
discern how we might be better peacemakers!  The 
annual Peace and Global Witness Offering gives us 
a prayerful opportunity not only to take action for 
peace with love and caring, but also to financially 
support Presbyterian peacemaking efforts in our 
neighborhoods, in our nation and around the world.  
Our peacemaking offering allows NYAPC to work 
for peace through the Peace and Justice Committee 
for local projects and with our Presbyterian church 
partners.  The offering also supports the work for 
peace of the National Capital Presbytery and PC
(USA).  Throughout September you will see  
Sunday bulletin inserts on themes of “Peace is  
Possible” and “Christ’s Peace.”  Look for Peace 
Offering envelopes in the pews and brochures in 
racks by the sanctuary doors. 

 
May Peace be with you! 

NYAPC Hosts Palestine-Israel Panel 
by Marilyn Seiber 

 

On May 5, 2016, NYAPC’s Peace and Justice Committee 
sponsored a presentation on “The Increasing Cost of Oc-
cupation,” organized by the Jewish Voice for Peace 
(Metro DC Chapter).  Associate Pastor Alice Tewell wel-
comed the guest speakers and attendees, highlighting the 
need for everyone worldwide to take a stand to protect and 
keep children safe from mistreatment and the effects of 
war. The panelists focused on Israeli detention and impris-
onment of children and the changing of Israeli laws and 
regulations that are enabling harsh treatment of children. 

The evening’s guest speakers were two Palestinian  
attorneys, Sahar Francis and Khaled Quzmar.  Ms. Francis 
is general director of Addameer Prisoner Support and  
Human Rights Association.  She specializes in issues of 
Palestinian political prisoners, including ill treatment and 
torture, administrative detention, prison conditions and 
prisoners’ rights.  Mr. Quzmar is general director of  
Defense for Children International—Palestine.  He  
specializes in issues of juvenile justice and grave  
violations against children during armed conflict. 
 
 
Both Mr. Khalid and Ms. Sahar said that Israel is using 
imprisonment of children as a tool of fear to affect the  
Palestinian population.  Israeli authorities are supporting 
violence against demonstrators, including jailing women 
journalists and young children who throw rocks.  Some 
arrested children are as young as five years old.  Israel is 
also punishing the families of the arrested children.  There 
is daily new legislation that seeks to harmonize civilian 
and military justice procedures and regulations, including 
lowering the age for a child to be prosecuted as an adult to 
fourteen.  Mr. Khalid said that it is very difficult for attor-
neys to represent children because authorities often extend 
the period of incarceration of a child whose attorney  

presses for information. 
 
In addition to the issues of children and treatment of prison-
ers, Israeli authorities are now holding the bodies of Pales-
tinians who are killed by Israelis, not allowing autopsies, 
freezing bodies in order to block investigations, and thwart-
ing accountability. Ms. Sahar believes that these actions 
confirm that Israel has no intention of seeking a peaceful 
solution, whether one state or two, and will only pursue 
complete occupation and settlement of Palestinian land. 
 
Mr. Khalid said that Israel continues to take land, pursue 
killings and promote new settlements.  Israeli justice is  
designed to curb Palestinian rights.  The lack of worldwide 
outcry is seen as a green light by Israel to continue its  
policies against children and the Palestinian population in 
general.  Both speakers stressed that it is important to raise 
voices in the United States to ask for accountability and 
justice for the Palestinian people. 

One Great Hour of Sharing Was $9,060.54 
 
The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering, organized by the Peace 
and Justice Committee, raised $9,060.54.  All of this money is 
sent to the National Capital Presbytery for programs managed by 
PC(USA) such as Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (32%), Self  
Development of People (32%) and the Presbyterian Hunger Pro-
gram (36%). 
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Coming Soon:  
Third Annual Immigration 
Film Festival – Hosted by 

NYAPC 
           by Stephanie Simpson 
 
On October 23, NYAPC will host people from all over the DC, 
Maryland and Northern Virginia area for a movie and discussion 
about the current state of immigration in our world. For the third 
consecutive year, venues participating in the Immigration Film 
Festival will bring people together from October 20th to 23rd to 
discuss topics related to immigration. The movies that will be 
shown during the festival seek to remind us all of the human side 
of the immigration issues that we see on the news and inspire 
meaningful policy change to improve the lives of immigrants 
and citizens alike.  
 
As one of the hosts for the festival, NYAPC has helped to screen 
potential films to be included this year. During the month of 
June, representatives from all of the venues organized screenings 
to view more than 150 movies in order to decide which titles to 
include. This year we had a team of six people reviewing movies 
on behalf of NYAPC, including Fritz von Fleckenstein, Kathy 
Doan, Marsha Renwanz, Jim Turner, Ian Elder and Stephanie 
Simpson. The films are described below.  All three were  
fascinating studies of what it means to be an immigrant, both in 
the United States and abroad, and promise to generate great  
discussion about the broader themes of immigration.  
 
Mediterranea is an award-winning story of two men who travel 
from Burkina Faso to Italy seeking improved economic opportu-
nities for themselves and their families. After completing the 
dangerous journey through Northern Africa and across the  
Mediterranean on little more than a raft, the men find community 
with other immigrants, and try to navigate uncertain waters of 
legal immigration policies and the day to day challenges of  
finding work, finding a place to live, and caring for families left 
behind in Burkina Faso. Challenges of finding jobs and securing 
legal immigration status can be daunting enough, but the diffi-
culties of legal status pale in comparison to the hostilities they 
encounter from locals. This is a story of what it is like to face 

xenophobia when you are the “other” that is feared.  
 
Welcome to Vermont is the story of immigrants from Bosnia, 
Somalia, Iraq and Rwanda who have settled in Vermont. Told 
through a series of interviews with these families, viewers see 
challenges of facing new climates and cultures and how the 
sense of identity changes.  

 
The Hand That Feeds was easily the favorite of the team view-
ing these films. It tells the story of a group of immigrants work-
ing at a “Hot and Crusty” store in New York and their struggle 
for fair working conditions and pay. Through interviews and by 
following some of the main organizers and workers at this store, 
viewers are taken through the roller coaster as the workers begin 
to organize, form a union, and unite to make their voices heard – 
a very difficult and risky thing to do for people who may or may 
not have immigration papers. It is a moving story of empower-
ment of the people who are most often ignored, and rich with 
themes of immigration, income inequality and fair wages.  

 
This year, NYAPC will host a movie and discussion on October 

23 at 7 pm. We do not yet know what movie we will be showing, 

but we should receive final notice in a couple of weeks, so please 
stay tuned for more information. If the movies we screened are 

any indication of the caliber of films that will be selected this 
year, then we can expect a fascinating movie and lively discus-

sion about topics that affect our everyday lives.  

Hope to see you in October! 

TRANSITIONS 
 
BIRTHS 
Marit Hays Olson (daughter of Kate Hays and Erik  
Olson), June 6, 2016 
 
Claire Beatrice Nowak (daughter of Alison Kootstra 
Nowak and Andrew Nowak), June 29, 2016 
 
Madeline Loughlen McColley (daughter of Whitney and 
Adam McColley), July 1, 2016 
   
Ruby Amelia Shabman (granddaughter of Jan and Len 
Shabman), July 10, 2016 
 
BAPTISMS 
Joseph Henry Thierry (son of Joseph and Melissa  
Thierry), reaffirmation of baptism, June 26, 2016 
 
DEATHS 
Wesley Berman, brother of Louise Berman, passed away in 
July.  His wife Doris died in April. 
 
Victor Hammond, family member of Karl and Sarah  
Hoffman, died after a short battle with cancer in July. 
 
Edith Marshall, sister-in-law of Linda Lader, died Monday, 
August 1, in Florida. 


