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Building Life Together: Weekend  
Focuses on Race, Faith and Place 

by Meg House 
 
“How might we together create new spaces of  
belonging, new spaces of hope in this world?” 

 
Dr. Willie Jennings of Yale Divinity School invited 
us to explore this question during the most recent 
McClendon Scholar in Residence Weekend, Building 
Life Together: Conversations on Race and Faith in 
Washington, DC, co-sponsored by NYAPC’s 
McClendon Scholar in Residence (MSIR) Program 
and Metropolitan AME Church April 30 - May 1.  
 

The weekend included morning and lunch programs 
Saturday and sermons at both churches Sunday, 
along with a post-worship lunch at NYAPC. In addi-
tion, 15 young adults from NYAPC and Metropolitan 
AME met with Dr. Jennings Saturday evening, and 
during the church school hour on Sunday, a panel of 
NYAPC members, Joon Choi, Alex Moore, Elizabeth 
Bowman, Whitney Washington and Mike Smith, 
posed a variety of challenging questions for  
Dr. Jennings. 
 
Saturday’s Program: Racial Geography 
Over 150 people from NYAPC, Metropolitan AME, 
and a variety of other DC and suburban churches 
crowded around tables in Peter Marshall Hall for  

Saturday’s program: Race, Faith and Place: Under-
standing our Racial Geography.  

 
Each table, guided by a volunteer facilitator, began 
by getting to know each other, placing their first 25 
years of life experience on a spectrum from very 
diverse to extremely segregated. Table discussions 
continued throughout the morning, reacting to  
Jennings’ talk, discussing the history of geographic 
segregation in Washington, D.C., and culminating 
in conversations over lunch on how the churches 
might move forward in working together.  
 
Dr. Jennings’ Saturday talk presented many ideas 
from his book, The Christian Imagination, and fo-
cused on how geography and space have become 
the racial lens with which we see the world. “The 
question of belonging haunts me,” he said. “Why is 
racial belonging more decisive for Christians than 
Christian belonging?” 
 
Our Geographic History 
Jennings argued that racially segregated spaces 
function in our “geographic unconscious,” and 
come from an “undertow” of history that continues 
to pull us. “Segregation is cousin to genocide,” he 
said, noting that colonization fundamentally altered 
the relationship of land to peoples. While once peo-
ple were “deeply connected to land,” we now “carry 
our identities completely on our bodies … an ab-
surd idea.” This leads to a “horrible calculus” of 
weighing human life against property, he said, so 
that we measure “loss of life and destruction of 
property as if they are on the same plane of exist-
ence.”  

 
This has instilled in us “habits of fragmentation and 
isolation,” he said, so that geographic boundaries 
are “not only in space, but in our minds.” Place and 
space are always designed, he noted, citing as an 
example the so-called Sundown Towns, in which a 
community excluded all non-whites though a com-
bination of laws, intimidation and violence. And 
still the story continues: “Land, property and life 
roll out together from history into the future.”  

 

(continued on p. 2) 
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Whiteness:  Choice, Not a Given 
“The struggle to control land and spaces and establish 
geographic whiteness is the untold story of this coun-
try,” said Jennings. “Whiteness is not a person or a 
people,” he added. “It is a way of being in the world 
and of seeing the world at the same time.” This way 
of seeing has become so ingrained that our habits of 
fragmentation make us oblivious to what is going on 
around us. “We can drive by utter despair and not 
flinch. This is not normal! It’s a learned behavior.” 

 
Too often the church has been a part of this history—
at the very least oblivious, and often supportive. 
Churches have acted as “the high priests of segregat-
ed spaces,” he said. In fact, racism has stolen from 
the church “its greatest power: that one can walk into 
a room of Christians and immediately belong.” 

 
What about the Church? 
“God creates not out of necessity but love,” Jennings 
said, but we have yet to do the real work of people 
who believe in this God who creates. He called for 
churches to do three things: 
 
1) Churches should learn and tell the true story of our 
spaces, along with the wider story of our city or town. 
Who was here first, who lived here, who was moved? 
How is geographic whiteness organized here? We 
need to “hear again the tears and cries of those forced 
to move,” he said, urging us to share our stories. In 
this world, many of us ask, who will hold my story? 
“Church is the place where stories can be shared and 
stories can be held.” 

2) Churches must involve themselves in shaping and 
reshaping of geographic spaces. We should ask about 
planned buildings, zoning, real estate, developers. We 
should “crowd into long boring zoning meetings.” 
We should invite discussions of how geographic 
planning “perpetuates violent geography.” 
 
3) Finally, he emphasized that we must see the con-
nection between space and discipleship. “Space and 
place matter to God,” he said. So we must 
“understand hope geographically.” We too often see 
hope at the end of a timeline. Instead, he said, “hope 
has an architecture.” It is Jesus Christ. “The incarna-
tion is God saying, ‘I take the creation with utmost 
seriousness.’” 
 
What Spaces Are You Bringing to Life? 
“In this room is the potential to create spaces of hope 
… that challenge spaces of despair,” Jennings told the 
crowd in Peter Marshall Hall. The “issue is not do 
you hope, but where you hope,” he said, urging each 
of us to ask ourselves, “What spaces are you bringing 
to life?”   
 
He concluded: “It is time, brothers and sisters, to put 
our feet fully and firmly on the ground.” 
 
The McClendon Scholar in Residence Program plans 
to continue this work of bringing churches together 
across racial lines to address issues of poverty and 
race in Washington, D. C. Stay tuned for the next 
program! 

Bryan Stevenson Inspires NYAPC  
Members to Volunteer for  

Offender Aid and Restoration 
by Karen Milam karenmichelle.m@gmail.com 
 

NYAPC members, inspired by the words of Bryan Steven-
son, are teaching classes at the Arlington jail near Court-
house Metro. So far, the group has shared the effort of 
teaching a class on Anger Management and one on Life 
Skills on a weekday night. At least two teachers are present 
at each class. Offender Aid and Restoration (OAR) organ-
izes the class materials and schedule with the Arlington 
jail, as they have been doing for many years. Theo Brown 
was connected with OAR at the Bryan Stevenson event and 
they have been great to work with! It has been an eye-
opening experience for David Brown, Tyler Feret, Theo 
Brown, Karen Milam, and Martha Davis. If you would like 
to participate please contact any of the members listed. The 
group is teaching in the women's unit a class on Life Skills 
this summer.  
 
Bryan Stevenson talk: https://youtu.be/0H9Dd3mns_M  

Building Life Together (continued from page 1) 

mailto:karenmichelle.m@gmail.com
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Why Are You Eating with Those People? 
 
In his sermon Sunday, Dr. Jennings used as his text the 
story of God presenting Peter with a sheet full of unclean 
foods. In the passage, Peter is telling the apostles about 
his vision, explaining to them why he has been eating with 
Gentiles (Acts 11:1-18).  
 
Jennings focused on the other apostles’ question: “Why 
did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 
Eating is an intimate act, he said, noting that God presents 
Peter with these foods just as Peter becomes hungry. At 
this moment, “love of God meets love for food.” The sto-
ry is about “the transformation of desire, the opening of 
desire.”  

 
“We are on that sheet,” he noted. We are people that first- 
century Jews would have considered unclean. But God 
wanted us. “So many people do not know this,” he said. 
“And they will never know unless they matter to us.” 
 
“The church hasn’t yet grasped the importance of desire 
for God,” Jennings said. But we have to desire one anoth-
er. “Who does God desire and who does God want us to 
see?” 
 
We must go to those we’ve been avoiding, he said. So 
that, at some point, someone will ask us, “why are you 
eating with those people?” 

Earth Day in the Park  
and Spring Clean-Up 

by Marilyn Seiber 
 
On Saturday, March 12, 2016, Triangle Park Committee mem-
bers—Aryn Myers, Todd Ruhkamp, Marilyn Seiber, Courtney 
and Jim Spearman (and  Sylvan!)—gathered in Triangle Park to 
do spring clean-up and prepare the park for the Easter Sunrise 
Service on March 27.   Members clipped and pruned liriope; 
swept trash, glass, weeds, and dead winter debris; planted pan-
sies; and pruned the Entryway pots.  Barry Tindall worked with 
the National Park Service to ensure its cleanup of the park be-
fore Easter that included repair and painting benches, pruning 
trees, and mulching. We were ready for spring, Easter, and 
Earth Day! 
 
To celebrate Earth Day, the Triangle Park, Cuba Partners, and 
Peace & Justice Committees sponsored “EARTH DAY Cuba 
Coffee in the Park!” after each service on April 17.  The first 
coffee after the 8:45 service was held in the back of the sanctu-
ary with treats, a Tres Leches cake, Earth Day plants provided 
by Karen Mills, Courtney Spearman, and Marilyn Seiber, and 
Starbucks coffee brought by Karen Dunlap. The Earth Day cel-
ebration was held in Triangle Park after the 11:00 a.m. service 
with treats and a Tres Leches cake brought by Sonia Wall and 
Esther Moring, helped by Stephanie Simpson.  Cuban music, 
book displays, and Stan Engebretson’s two slide shows of the 
recent Cuba trip were part of both coffees. 

SURVEY 
 
How do you receive AVENEWS? (Check as many as 
are applicable)  
email __     pick up at church__        mail __ 
 
What features of AVENEWS do you most like? 
(check one)        
History Happens __ 
Domestic news __ 
Global news __ 
TRANSITIONS __ 
I like it all equally __ 
I really don’t like any of it __ 
Other: (specify) : ________________ 
 
Send the answers to:  vonfleck@starpower.net  or  
von Fleckenstein, 3109 14th St. NE, Washington, DC 
20017 

OR answer the survey online at  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CM8LLS7 

http://www.nyapc.org/
mailto:vonfleck@starpower.net
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CM8LLS7
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Edward David Eberhard 
by Edith Snyder  

 
Look around, not only at 
the very public spaces but 
also in the nooks and cran-
nies of The New York Av-
enue Presbyterian Church, 
and you will see the hand 
of long-time member Ed-
ward David Eberhard. 
From 1990 to 1999, he 
served as building superin-
tendent for the church—his 
second career after retiring 
as administrator of the 
Washington, DC Fire De-
partment.  Ed took on this 
role at the urging of Asso-

ciate Pastor Rev. Dr. Jack E. McClendon and took pride in 
the fact that when he stepped down from it, he had whit-
tled to nothing Senior Pastor Rev. Robert H. Craig’s 
“stack of notes of work to be done in and around the 
church.” 
 
During that decade, Ed hung at the back of the stage in the 
Radcliffe Room the quilt made by women and men in the 
congregation that commemorates NYAPC’s history. He 
modernized the John Quincy Adams room (originally the 
dining room) and the small kitchen on the first floor be-
tween the JQA room and the Lincoln Parlor. He designed 
and remodeled what was initially a first aid room and a 
bathroom on the second floor to become the Deaconess-
es’ (now Diaconal Ministers’) room and storage area. He 
renovated the choir room, which had not been touched 
since the church was built in 1950. He also installed the 
lettering spelling out THE NEW YORK AVENUE PRES-
BYTERIAN CHURCH on the front of the building’s fa-
çade, a gift given to the church by member Marjorie Fos-
ter in memory of her husband, Ed. 
 
These are the accomplishments for which Ed Eberhard, 
who passed away on April 23 at the age of 85, would like 
to be remembered by the congregation and his friends at 
NYAPC.  
 
From Garfield, New Jersey to Washington, DC 
Born January 26, 1931, Edward became the fourth child in 
a family of five when he arrived in this world with his 
twin brother, William. Ed and Bill grew up with their old-
er siblings August, Dorothy, and Victor in Garfield, New 
Jersey in a cold water flat that relied on coal and their la-
bor—shoveling coal, banking the fire, gathering ashes—
for heat. The son of a carpenter and a child of the Great 
Depression, Ed learned early to work with his hands and 
to solve problems that resulted from scarcity and demand-
ed perseverance. 

 
Ed graduated from Garfield High School in 1948, having 
worked throughout these years as a cutter of materials in 
the handbag industry to help his family make ends meet. 
Following the example of their brothers, who fought in 
World War II, Ed enlisted in the US Air Force in April 
1951, while Bill joined the Navy. At one point, the Eber-
hard family had three sons in the service simultaneously, 
and their proud mother saved the newspaper clipping that 
told that story.  
 
Ed traveled to Central State College in Edmond, Oklaho-
ma, where he studied administration and learned to type. 
Drawing the short straw in his unit, Private Eberhard 
shipped out to the Far East and the war in Korea in the fall 
of 1951 and served there through 1952. By the time he 
was honorably discharged in November 1953, Ed had be-
come a sergeant, could type 90 words per minute, and was 
working for the Judge Advocate General at the Air Force 
base in Rome, New York. 
 
Ed chose going to college over becoming an officer in the 
Air Force, taking advantage of the opportunity presented 
by the truce in Korea to leave the military. He first attend-
ed Fairleigh Dickinson College (now University) in 
Teaneck, New Jersey, then Mercer University in Macon, 
Georgia, from 1954 to 1957, but ultimately American Uni-
versity in Washington, DC where he graduated in 1961 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in public administration 
and a minor in personnel. He narrowly missed going to 
school with Rev. McClendon, who had finished at Mercer 
three years before Ed attended there. Both Ed and Jack, 
who met at NYAPC, worked their ways through school 
and shared that necessity. Throughout his schooling, Ed 
labored as a cutter, a carpenter, and in the dye industry 
making signs and labels.  
 
Ed moved to Washington, DC in 1957, following his sis-
ter, Dorothy, who had worked in the capital since 1946, 
and Alice Emma Roth, with whom he had grown up in 
Garfield. Alice had graduated from Fairleigh Dickinson as 
a dental hygienist and relocated to Washington where she 
attended NYAPC. While his father and grandfather were 
Catholic, Ed was raised Presbyterian, “in a wooden church 
with squeaky floors” where he and Bill learned such 
hymns as “In the Garden,” which Ed asked to have sung at 
his memorial service. On June 8, 1957, Ed and Alice were 
married at NYAPC, with Senior Pastor Rev. Dr. George 
M. Docherty officiating. The Eberhards were together for 
52 years until her death in 2008. 
 
While he originally wanted to be an agent with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Ed leveraged his military experi-
ence, starting as a clerk typist with the US Navy Depart-
ment in 1957. He moved to the District of Columbia gov-
ernment, initially working with city codes and regulations 
before transferring to the DC Bureau of the Budget. He 
was serving as an administrative officer for the District’s 

(continued on p. 5) 
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Personnel Department when Mayor Walter Washington 
appointed him administrator of the DC Fire Department, a 
post he held from 1969 until his retirement in 1988. He 
began work again as NYAPC’s building superintendent 
throughout the 1990s and filled the post of facilities man-
ager at the Vienna Presbyterian Church in Vienna, Virgin-
ia, from 1999 to 2004. 
 
Choir, Boards, and Mission 
Meantime, Ed and Alice became deeply involved in 
NYAPC. Ed was baptized as an adult and joined the 
church in 1961. He and Alice raised their two daughters, 
Suzanne Mary, born in 1967, and Joan Heather, who  
arrived in 1974, in the church. 
 
Alice and Ed loved music and joined the choir. His oldest 
brother, August, had introduced Ed to classical music in 
the form of 33 rpm records, and he particularly appreciat-
ed Jacques Offenbach’s “Gaîté Parisienne” and all things 
Beethoven from that point on.  In NYAPC’s choir, “I sang 
bass and enjoyed it,” said Ed, “even though I wasn’t very 
good.” As an alternative service, he perfected making  
coffee for the group. Ed and Alice enjoyed the musicals 
the choir produced under Director of Music Stephen H. 
Prussing. And he remembers carrying to the front of the 
church the harpsichord for a performance by NYAPC’s 
current Director of Music Stanley P. Engebretson, whom 
Ed called “Maestro.”  
 
Ed also spent some 18 years on the governing boards of 
NYAPC. He served on the Board of Deacons from 1964 to 
1968 when that body was divided into administration, led 
by member John H. Quinn, Jr., and the board of ushers, 
over which Ed presided. He served briefly on Session in 
1971 and then 13 years on the Board of Trustees from 
1976 to 1989. Alice, meanwhile, was a faithful Deaconess 
from 1979 until she died. 
 
Ed remembered much of the work he did with Rev. 
McClendon, such as creating the sidewalk cutout on H 
Street for Meals on Wheels drivers and laying sidewalks 
with humps to smoothly steer MOW food carts from the 
church kitchen to waiting delivery vehicles. Ed drove for 
the church’s weekly 7-2-9 program for District residents 
with mental illness and helped make arrangements for the 
Gay Men’s Chorus to rent rehearsal space from the church 
on Sunday afternoons. He recalled spending the night at 
the church during the blizzard of 1996 and shoveling snow 
and spreading salt on the sidewalks around the building in 
the storm’s aftermath. Ed kept a newspaper clipping from 
1991 of Lucas Lansing, a homeless man wearing a coat Ed 
had given him while talking with President-elect Bill  
Clinton near the McDonald’s a block from the church. A 
1942 picture of the church by H. G. Durston, the 2002 rub-
bing of the bell at NYAPC with its dedication to President 
Lincoln and his son Robert, and the poster of the 
NYAPC’s stained glass windows adorned the walls of 
Ed’s home in Springfield, Virginia.  

Love is a word Ed used sparingly. He reserved it “for 
God, Alice, my kids, and grandkids”—Edward, Emma, 
and Eva—and for Andy and David, Suzanne and Joan’s 
husbands, respectively. But he thought friendship defi-
nitely applies to NYAPC. A month before his death, Ed 
said of his time at the church, “It has been a good 60-year 
friendship.”  

News About Rosemary Mitchell 
by Cathy Schultheis 

 
The Presbyterian Outlook  (April 11, 2016 edition) contained 
an announcement that Rosemary Mitchell, a Presbyterian teach-
ing elder and certified fund-raising executive who joined the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency staff as a mission engagement 
advisor in January 2014, has been promoted to interim senior 
director for Funds Development and will provide strategic and 
operational direction and leadership for 
the PMA's funds development ministry 
while continuing to build financial sup-
port among individuals, congregations 
and mid councils for the Compassion, 
Peace and Justice ministry area.   Rever-
end Mitchell  is quoted:  "It is a privilege 
to serve our church in this capacity, over-
seeing a wonderful  team of people who 
are deeply committed to mission.   We all 
see the ministry of funds development as mission driven and 
intended to build up the body of Christ."    
 
Rosemary was the first woman to serve among the clergy of  
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church.  She was Associ-
ate Pastor from 1979 to 1985.  While her  primary responsibili-
ties were with our Christian Education program, she was a 
preacher,  a liturgist and a pastoral caregiver.  We are proud of 
Rosemary! 

Angela Williams,   
Young Adult Volunteer         

by Cathy Schultheis  
 
Mission Crossroads, the Presbyterian Mission Agency's Spring 
2016 publication,  published an article written by our Young 
Adult Volunteer (YAV) Angela Williams.  Angela tells of her 
work as a YAV in the Philippines  after Typhoon Yolanda  and 
in Washington, D.C. with NEXT Church and The New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, where she has learned to 
"responsibly analyze her contexts, privileges and spiritual gifts"  

prior to beginning her ven-
ture into seminary.  She de-
scribes her work as a YAV 
in D.C. as a time of "learning 
to faithfully accompany 
those experiencing home-
lessness while imagining the 
future of the church." Angela 
is thankful for her years of 
YAV service that helped her 
to examine her initial call to 
ministry through new lenses 

and to "work for God's heaven on earth."  We are thankful for 
Angela's ministry among us and wish her well. 

Edward David Eberhard (continued from page 4) 
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NYAPC Member Participates in Lincoln 
Day Honors at the Maryland Senate  

by John O’Brien 
 

The Senate of Maryland held its Lincoln Birthday com-
memoration on February 15 in its historic Annapolis cham-
ber.  This year the organizers requested an invocation from 
a representative of Lincoln’s church home, The New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Church.  History Committee member 
John O’Brien gave the opening prayer on the theme of Lin-
coln’s faith development through his relationship with Pas-
tor Phineas Gurley.   
 
The program this year re-created the tense debates of 1861 
in the Maryland Senate over resolutions condemning the 
“tyrannical” actions of the Lincoln Administration in stop-
ping secession.  Sen. Stephen Waugh, representing Calvert 
and St. Mary’s counties, created scripts and assigned roles 
to the members whose predecessors had played prominent 
parts in those debates.   The members got well into their 
parts, and the mood actually got quite tense before Sen. 
Waugh ended debate and called in “President Abraham 
Lincoln,” who delivered a worthy defense of his actions 
during those anxious days.         
 

In his opening prayer, 
O’Brien thanked God for 
guiding Lincoln to Dr. 
Gurley’s counsel.  He re-
counted how their relation-
ship developed through the 
marriage of Gurley’s daugh-
ter, the funeral for Lincoln’s 
young son, Willie, and to the 
eventual acknowledgement 

by the president of a personal relationship with his God, 
who is in history always guiding the affairs of the world.  
Dr. Gurley, O’Brien said, “encouraged Mr. Lincoln to use 
his knowledge of the Bible to speak as the prophets of old 
with language that transcended simple argument to share a 
vision for God’s purpose for the country after terrible war.”  
Through the Holy Spirit, Almighty God, Mr. Lincoln did 
forbear casting blame or attributing virtue to either side in 
the conflict.  We honor You all the more for his prayer, that 
we should then and always show, ‘Malice toward none and 
Charity for all.  That we strive to bind up the nation’s 
wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle, 
and for his widow and his orphans, and to do all which may 
achieve and cherish a lasting peace, among ourselves, and 
with all nations.” 
 
Senate President Mike Miller thanked O’Brien for “his 
very appropriate invocation that captured the essence of 
Lincoln’s spirit and set a proper tone for the rest of the pro-
gram.”  Several senators added remarks about the im-
portant contributions of NYAPC to the metropolitan com-
munity and to the history of our country.    

Reading Recommendations from  
Jessica Tate of NEXT Church 

 
Recently, Jessica Tate, whom choir members may remember as a 
member of the choir during her time as a seminarian working at 
NYAPC in the early 2000’s, and who has since been ordained as 
Teaching Elder and works at NEXT Church, gave a series of 
Christian Education classes at NYAPC.  She has provided the 
following list of books that would be of interest for those who at-
tended the classes or those who wanted to attend but were unable 
to do so.  People interested in the NEXT Church can find more 
information on their website http://nextchurch.net/.   
 
Bass, Diana Butler. Christianity After Religion: The End of 
Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening. Harper One 
2012. 
 
Block, Peter. Community: The Structure of Belonging. Berrett-
Koehler Publishers 2008. 
 
Bolz-Weber, Nadia. Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a 
Sinner and Saint. Jericho Books, 2013. 
 
Borg, Marcus. Speaking Christian: Why Christian Words Have 
Lost Their Meaning and Power — And How They Can Be Re-
stored. Harper Collins, 2011. 
  
Culp, Kristine. Vulnerability and Glory: A Theological Account.  
WJK 2010. 
 
Hudson, Jill M. When Better Isn’t Enough: Evaluation Tools for 
the 21stCentury Church. Alban 2004. 
 
Kitchens, Jim. The Postmodern Parish: New Ministry for a New 
Era. Alban 2003. 
 
Loder, Ted. Guerrillas of Grace: Prayers for the Battle. Augs-
burg 1981. 
 
Lose, David. Preaching at the Crossroads: How the World — and 
Our Preaching — Is Changing. Fortress 2013. 
 
Lupton, Robert. Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt 
Those They Help (And How to Reverse It). Harper Collins 2012. 
 
Mancini, Will. Church Unique: How Missional Leaders Cast Vi-
sion, Capture Culture, and Create Movement. Jossey-Bass 2008. 
 
Rendle, Gil. Journey in the Wilderness: New Life for Mainline 
Churches. Abingdon 2010. 
 
Rendle, Gil. The Multigenerational Congregation: Meeting the 
Leadership Challenge. Alban 2002. 
 
Robinson, Marilynne. The Givenness of Things: Essays. FSG 
2015. 
 
Whitsitt, Landon. Open Source Church: Making Room for the 
Wisdom of All. Alban 2011. 
 
Wiman, Christian. My Bright Abyss: Meditation of a Modern Be-
liever. FSG 2013. 

http://nextchurch.net/
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Community Club Seniors Go to College 
by Paul Dornan 

 
It’s that time of the year again, when high school seniors 
discover whether they have been accepted into their favor-
ite schools.  And the 24 seniors in Community Club, 
NYAPC’s tutoring/mentoring program, are no exception.  
All but one of them applied for college admission for next 
fall, and all 23 were admitted to at least one school to 
which they had applied.   
 
Most Community Club seniors have been in our program 
for at least two years – some since elementary school – and 
during that time, they have been encouraged to attend Club
-sponsored sessions on college entrance requirements, ex-
celling on standardized tests, college financial aid and alter-
natives to college.  Tutors have been instrumental in assist-
ing, encouraging and prodding their students as they take 
ACT/SATs, draft college essays, decide on which colleges/
universities to apply to and complete applications for.  Tu-
tors also help, if asked, with financial aid submissions and 
references.  April marks the time when we all hear about 
our seniors’ successes. 
 
So far, Community Club seniors have been accepted by 64 
different colleges and universities this spring.  That total 
includes 27 Historically Black Colleges and Universities, 
schools like Howard, Spelman, Hampton, North Carolina 
A&T and Alabama A&M.  It also takes in large state 
schools such as Ohio State, Penn State and Oklahoma.  Lo-
cal schools are, of course, well represented, institutions like 
American, Bowie State, George Mason, George Washing-
ton, Howard, Trinity, UDC and the University of Mary-
land.  Some, though, are further afield:  the University of 
Vermont, Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts, Oklaho-
ma, Florida Memorial and the University of the Virgin Is-
lands.  Perhaps not too surprisingly, the vast majority of the 
schools accepting our seniors lie along the eastern sea-
board, particularly from New York and Pennsylvania as far 
south as Georgia.  More counterintuitively, almost none of 
our students will be going to small colleges; as an illustra-

tion, only seven of the 63 schools are colleges; all of the 
remaining ones call themselves universities. 
 
Not all our students will have a complete picture of their 
financial aid packages for some time, yet already some 
have earned significant scholarships.  For example, two of 
this year’s graduating class, Christian Ellis and Malaika 
Hall, have each been proffered a $66,000 scholarship to 
George Washington.  Jessicah Ebiringa has been tendered 
a full four-year scholarship to Howard, another offer of 
$40,000 to attend American and $20,000 scholarships to 
both Oklahoma and Temple.  Other students have been 
presented with important grants to attend the University of 
Advancing Technology, the New York Institute of Tech-
nology and Virginia Commonwealth University.  Outside 
groups have also recognized our students.  For instance, 
the Economic Club of Washington has awarded Katie 
Rosales a $10,000 scholarship, and the Philanthropic Edu-
cation Organization extended $4,000 each to two of our 
students. 
 
Financing remains a major issue for many Community 
Club students as they decide whether to actually attend the 
schools to which they have been accepted.  So far we 
know, though, that at least one of our students will be at-
tending the following schools:  Delaware State, George 
Washington, Harrisburg Institute of Science and Technol-
ogy, Howard, Lincoln University, Norfolk State, North 
Carolina Central, Old Dominion, Pace University, South 
Carolina State, Trinity Washington University, the Univer-
sity of Advancing Technology, UDC, the University of 
Louisville, the University of Vermont and Virginia Com-
monwealth. 
 
You can personally celebrate the accomplishments of 
Community Club’s fine scholars by attending our 55th an-
nual Awards Ceremony on Thursday evening, May 

26th, in the sanctuary.  The entire New York Avenue Pres-
byterian Church congregation is invited.  Witness for 
yourself the achievements of our remarkable DC public 
school students! 

Community Club  Members on a Camping Trip 
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More than 200 Presbyterians take part in  
Compassion, Peace and Justice  

Training Day at NYAPC 
 

(Freely adapted from an article written by Rick Jones and Scott 
O'Neill of the Presbyterian News Service on April 18, 2016.) 

 
Conference theme addresses  

Racism, Class and Power 

Aaron Goggans and Erika Totten, organizers for the Black 
Lives Matter movement in Washington, D.C. join the Rev. Dr. 
J. Herbert Nelson during a lunchtime plenary at CPJ Day. —
Paul Olson 
 

A record number of Presbyterians gathered at The New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church last week to talk about 
some serious issues facing the U.S. and the church. But 
organizers behind Compassion, Peace and Justice Train-
ing Day say that’s what makes these annual gatherings so 
important to church members. 
 
The theme for this year’s CPJ Day was “Lift Every Voice: 
Racism, Class and Power,” and it generated interest among 
church members, pastors and elders from New York to 
California. More than 200 gathered in the church Sanctu-
ary for a panel discussion on collective power and to hear 
inspiring words from the Rev. Dr. Mark Lomax of the First 
Afrikan Presbyterian Church of Lithonia, Georgia. 
 
Workshops took up issues of antiracism, workers’ rights, 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership and the school to prison 
pipeline. The lunchtime discussion drew particular interest 
as attendees heard from members of the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement in Washington, D.C. 
 
Co-leader Erika Totten told the group the general public is 
being fed a particular image of Black Lives Matter that is 
not accurate, and she blames the media and white  
supremacy for creating that image. She says the group 
fights oppression, and sometimes “an act of civil  

disobedience” is necessary to disrupt the status quo. 
 
“I did not grow up with an image of a white Jesus on my 
grandparents’ and parents’ walls,” said Totten. “There 
was a mural in my church that showed a black Jesus with 
an afro and an African emblem. On one side of him was 
Harriet Tubman, on the other were Malcolm X, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks and so many others.” 
 
Totten says her culture does not reflect what society tries 
to convince people it is.  “When I see God, I see a black 
woman, that’s the image I have and it would be a psycho-
logical trauma to accept that the God I worship looks like 
the people that are oppressing me,” she said. 
 
The Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, director of the Presbyter-
ian Office of Public Witness, said it is important for 
young people in this country to see that this is a different 
movement that is applicable for this time in history. 
 
“This is not the 1960s, and we’re dealing with different 
realities in the issue of race. Black Lives Matter, in non-
violent ways, is saying it won’t stand for the killing of 
black people,” he said. “What we see are people raising 
their children. They are not burning down buildings but, 
through a sense of resistance, are refusing to be put in the 
boxes of yesteryear.” 
 
Sara Lisherness, director of Compassion, Peace and Jus-
tice, said it is important for the church to be listening to 
and getting comfortable in talking about Black Lives 
Matter, asking the hard questions. 

Presbyterian Mission Agency Interim Executive Direc-
tor Tony De La Rosa stands with those recognized as 
Pillars of the Church at the recent CPJ Training Day in 
Washington, D.C. —Paul Olson 

 
“I was so completely moved by all of the presentations 
from beginning to end,” she said. “The conversation 
about race and economics is a conversation that the entire 
church needs to be engaged in. My hope and prayer is 
that CPJ Day was just the beginning and that people who 
attended will be willing to continue these conversations 
in their own communities.” 

(continued on p. 9) 

http://www.nyapc.org/
http://www.nyapc.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/washington/advocacy-training-weekend-2016/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/washington/advocacy-training-weekend-2016/
http://firstafrikanchurch.org/
http://firstafrikanchurch.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/washington/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/washington/
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Workshops addressed other aspects of racism, including 
one entitled “Antiracism: Next Steps.” Presenters Alonzo 
Johnson, mission associate for the Presbyterian Peacemak-
ing Program, and Sera Chung, associate for race and gen-
der justice, helped participants gain a deeper understanding 
of the systems of power and privilege that perpetuate rac-
ism. 
 
“We’re dealing with a lot of dirty forks in our world today 
and one is racism,” says Johnson. “We’re doing this from a 
place of love, but today we’re dealing with the fork, and 
we’re going to clean it.” 
 
Johnson says understanding racism means understanding 
privilege and addressing white supremacy. The concept of 
privilege was discussed, which includes the ideas of being 
first in line, having a sense of power and/or status or giving 
favor to one group over another. In summary, privilege was 
defined as one person or group having an unearned  
advantage. 
 
The presenters offered several new resources for individu-
als or congregations to use around racism, including a new 
antiracism study guide and an updated church-wide anti-
racism policy, pending 2016 General Assembly approval. 
 
“We are a resource for you,” reminded Johnson. “We do 
this education together.  These are systemic issues that  
affect us all, and we’re here to help you address those is-
sues. There is something we can do about the dirty fork.” 
 
Johnson and Hans Hallundbaek, criminal justice coordina-
tor for the Hudson River Presbytery, examined recidivism 
reduction and the struggle of inmate acclimation back into 
society after release in an afternoon workshop. 
 
Hallundbaek, a self-proclaimed “recovering” businessman 
who now possesses more than 20 years’ experience volun-
teering in the prison system, presented two powerful videos 
to the participants. One focused on the concept of for-
giveness; it came from the Rehabilitation Through the Arts 
(RTA) program, an inmate-focused initiative in New 
York’s Sing Sing maximum security prison. The RTA pro-
gram is credited, in part, for reducing the prison’s recidi-
vism or return rate from more than 60 percent to 43 per-
cent. The film highlights prisoners’ involvement in a pro-
duction of The Wizard of Oz, which helps inmates better 
cope with their situation, because “when prisoners have 
something meaningful to do they stay out of trouble,” not-
ed Hallundbaek. 
 
Another video, Voices from Within, is a gun violence 
piece that was the brainchild of prison superintendent Mi-
chael Capra. In it, convicted murderers were left alone in a 
room with only cameras to describe their experiences with 
guns. It’s a powerful and moving piece directed at youth in 
an attempt to get them to think about the consequences of 
gun usage and their choices. 

 
 
The workshop also addressed how literacy rates are relat-
ed to crime; 70 percent of prisoners fall into the lowest 
two levels of reading proficiency. 
 
Tony De La Rosa, interim executive director for the Pres-
byterian Mission Agency, attended his first CPJ Day as 
well as the Ecumenical Advocacy Weekend.  “I’m partic-
ularly heartened by the fact that attendance was strong. 
As a first time participant, I was impressed by the diversi-
ty of the attendees, ethnically and generationally,” he 
said. “I think those that attended were impressed by the 
quality of the presentations that were made in both plena-
ries and workshops.” 
 
The Rev. Mark Koenig, director of the Presbyterian Min-
istry at the United Nations, said CPJ Day was a marvel-
ous mix of first time participants and those who have at-
tended on a regular basis. 
 
“It was an energizing and equipping event that included 
analysis of the ways race, class and power distort God’s 
intentions,” he said. “It provided people with the tools to 
make God’s vision of justice and righteousness a reality.” 
 
Postscript 
Several members of NYAPC acted as volunteers at this 
event, including Jenean McKay, Marsha Renwanz, Steph-
anie Simpson, Ian Elder and Fritz von Fleckenstein.  
Anne Laroche is a member who actually attended the 
training and later the Ecumenical Advocacy Days with 
people from many denominations.  She described the ex-
perience as very moving and empowering.  The partici-
pants lobbied Congress, and Anne visited the office of 
Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton. They were “Calling on 
Congress to restore the voice of all Americans in our 
democratic process and to help create a global economy 
of inclusion, ensuring livelihoods for all God’s children 
and a sustainable planet by: 
 
1) Supporting the Voting Rights Advancement Act of 
2015 (S.1659/H.R. 2867) as a substantial legislative step 
to restoring and strengthening the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. 
 
2)  Defeating the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade agree-
ment that deepens inequality and prioritizes corporate 
interest over both God’s creation and people, especially 
vulnerable communities in the United States and abroad. 
 
Anne is sorry that more members of NYAPC did not join 
this training and the subsequent Ecumenical Advocacy 
Days, and urges you all to put it on your calendar for next 
April.  The cost of registration for Friday’s training, 
which included a box lunch, was $55 for those also at-
tending the Ecumenical Advocacy Days.  The cost of the 
total Ecumenical Advocacy Days weekend was $199.  
Both of these prices were Early Bird charges for registra-

Compassion, Peace and Justice (continued from page 8) 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/
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http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/un/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/un/
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No one at The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church today 
would ever guess that in the decade before they joined 
NYAPC, Paul and Barbara Dornan were “C and E Christians,” 
attending church only at Christmas and Easter. 
Almost from their first Sunday in August 1981, 
they have contributed immeasurably to the life 
of this church. Between them, Paul and Barb 
have served on three of four NYAPC boards, 
taught Sunday School and planned adult Chris-
tian education classes, tutored in Community 
Club, participated in parish and Bible study 
groups, chaired the Evangelism Committee, led 
New York Avenue’s Presbyterian Women, and 
helped launch and shape the now ten-year old 
McClendon Scholar-in-Residence Program. 
 
Working to establish his career and with two 
small children by 1981, Paul says, “I would not 
say that we missed church in all the years we did 
not attend. But once we came to NYAPC, we 
quickly saw what we had missed.” And since 
then, Barb adds, “New York Avenue has become our commu-
nity, neighborhood, and home.”   
 
From a Deep Freeze to the Semi-Tropics 
 
Both Paul and Barb grew up near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania—
Barb in Mt. Lebanon and Paul in Monongahela. Barb graduat-
ed from Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, NY, where she was a 
math major and shared a dorm and public-speaking class with 
actress Meryl Streep.  Paul finished his bachelor’s degree in 
political science and history at Waynesburg College and then 
attended graduate school at the University of Pittsburgh. The 
couple met on a blind-date camping trip to Fort Necessity in 
Western Pennsylvania with two of Paul’s friends from Pitt. 
Barb and Paul married in 1974. 
 
The Dornans first moved to Springfield, OH where Paul had a 
one-year teaching position at Wittenberg University. He then 
secured a second one-year post at Marquette University in Mil-
waukee, WI. That winter—1978-1979—saw a foot of snow 
each week for three weeks, requiring local officials to dyna-
mite the Milwaukee River to keep it navigable. That deep 
freeze made Paul all the more receptive to the timely sugges-
tion of a graduate-school friend that he come to Washington, 
DC to interview for a job with the US government. In Paul’s 
view, “the District of Columbia was the semi-tropics, and we 
had had enough of snow, cold, and ice!” Paul successfully 
interviewed at the US Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment in August 1979 and joined HUD’s Office of Evalu-
ation in Community Planning and Development in December 
of that year, “at the tail end of the Carter Administration.”   
 

Barbara and Paul found NYAPC through The Washington Post: 
It was an ad that first led the Dornans to attend “Lincoln’s 
Church.” On their initial visit, they sat in the balcony with Josh, 

age 3, and heard the Rev. Dr. Arthur R. McKay.  
Reverend McKay looked and sounded the part of a 
senior minister, and, while the church seemed a bit 
shabby overall, the Sanctuary was beautiful.  Dur-
ing that service, Josh “crawled all over the pew 
and floor.”  Paul remembers longtime member 
Sarah Turlington telling him after the service, 
“Your son is so well behaved.”  He knew she was 
fibbing, “but Sarah and everyone were so very 
nice, we decided to return.”   In subsequent weeks, 
the Rev. Dr. Jack E. McClendon preached. “We 
could not understand a word,” Barb recalls.  At-
tracted by the vibrancy they perceived, they at-
tended NYAPC throughout August. As Rev. 
McClendon preached every Sunday that month, 
Paul and Barb gradually came to hear and appreci-
ate Jack’s messages through his rapid-fire, ac-
cented delivery. 

 
Community Club, Sunday School, and Young Adults 
 
On their second Sunday at NYAPC, Paul met Virginia Cochran 
who immediately recruited him to become a Community Club 
tutor. “We need you,” Virginia said, and Paul “hasn’t missed 
since.” Dave Brown, co-director with Virginia of this NYAPC 
mission, became Paul’s fast friend, in part because Dave, too, 
worked at HUD where he served as a budget officer. 
 
NYAPC’s “wonderful Sunday School teachers” also made an 
early positive impression on the Dornans. Barb recalls when 
Josh first attended a pre-kindergarten/kindergarten class with 
teachers Gertrude Niemeyer, Clara Brown, Garnett Talley and 
pianist Elizabeth Kissner. There were only three or four children 
in the class, but Josh, who did not care for school at that age, 
screamed throughout the hour. Barb thought it best not to return 
the next week. But Miss Niemeyer wrote to her, saying she 
missed Josh and inviting Barb to sit in on the class. Barb took 
her up on this offer. “You could feel the love coming out of 
her,” Barb says of Miss Niemeyer. Barb also appreciated the fact 
that Garnett Talley brought a large bouquet of flowers from her 
garden each week, and each child received a child’s-size bou-
quet. Meantime, Molly was in a class for two-year-olds where 
teachers Gilbert and Beulah Anderson sat on the floor with the 
children molding play-doh while telling them Bible stories. Barb 
was also impressed that Cathy Schultheis routinely wrote notes 
to the children of NYAPC’s Sunday school. 
 
The Dornans themselves became Sunday School teachers and 
appreciated the intelligence and wisdom of the young people in 
their care. Paul recalls how then fourth-grader Susan Danewitz 

History Happens . . . at NYAPC 
 

Paul and Barbara Dornan 
by Edith Snyder and Marilyn Seiber 

 
(As part of the NYAPC History Committee’s “Bicentennial Interviews Project,” Marilyn Seiber and Edie Snyder inter-

view long-time NYAPC members for the Archives files. They interviewed Paul and Barbara Dornan on February 28, 2016, 
for this project and the article below.) 

(continued on p. 11) 
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asked during the creation story, “How do we fit this story with 
the Big Bang Theory?” Their students later included junior high 
and high school students—among them, John Yoder, Karin 
Wall, John McKay, Philippe Kozub, Grace Davie, Joseph Thier-
ry, and Joanie Eberhard— all of whom loved to have lock-ins 
and play hide-and-seek throughout the church building.  
 
The Dornans remember fondly church school picnics on Lake 
Barcroft, hosted by Leonora and Chalmers Marquis, and many 
annual all-church retreats at Camp Glenkirk and more recently 
at Meadowkirk Camp & Retreat Center in Middleburg, Virginia.  
  
The Young Adults played a central role in the Dornans’ early 
social life at NYAPC. Paul and Barb participated in volleyball 
games where the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the Ameri-
can Indian now stands. They joined gatherings where Jerry and 
Mary Spatz created games with teams of players who made up 
stories incorporating a specific set of 20 words. Barb says that 
older adults in the church “adopted” the younger adults; among 
those who reached out to the Dornans in this way were Alice 
and Charlie Watson, their Alexandria neighbors. “There are so 
many people to look up to at NYAPC,” says Barb, noting espe-
cially the Andersons, George Bergquist, Spencer Gibbins, Will 
Myers, and Scott Noble. 

 
As with many groups formed by young adults at NYAPC, the 
organizations the Dornans helped form and in which they took 
part tend to last. For example, several church members created 
the Tuesday Morning Group in 1983, and John Quinn, Ann Da-
vie, Jim Martin, Jenean McKay and Paul continue to meet 
weekly in John’s law office. That same year, a social group 
came together that still meets monthly for dinner and a book 
discussion. The group, which now includes Fred and Melanie 
Dann, Martha Davis, Cindy Dickinson, Tommy Leenhouts, Joe 
McDoniel, Len and Janet Shabman, and until they moved to 
Georgia, Wilson and Kris Golden, decides in January which 
books they will read during the next 12 months. The Dornans 
also belonged to what was probably NYAPC’s longest standing 
parish group—the Alexandria Parish Group, which lasted for ten 
years—“way beyond its statute of limitations,” says Paul. The 
parish group included Richard and Anne Blabey, Mary Ann 
Davis, Alice and Ed Eberhard, Dixie Ferry, Fredericka Cobren, 
Richard Rettig, and Shirley and Ron Yoder.   
 
Church Leaders 
 
Soon after joining NYAPC in 1981, Paul was elected to the Ses-
sion where he served with Ralph Reeder, then Clerk of Session, 
George Bergquist and many other saints. Following Rev. 
McKay’s retirement, Paul became part of the Pastor Nominating 
Committee that called Rev. Dr. Edmund S. P. Jones. Paul con-
cedes that the Jones pastorate was “a painful time” when “for 
any number of reasons, dear and committed church members 
couldn’t hear each other.”  
 
While on the Session, Paul chaired the Christian Education 
Cluster and the Adult Christian Education Committee for sever-
al years, planning, facilitating, and teaching Sunday classes. 
Paul also chaired the McClendon Scholar-in-Residence Program 
that Rev. McClendon launched and funded in 2006. This pro-
gram is now ten years old, and Theo Brown acts as its executive 
director.  

Paul led the Evangelism Committee from Rev. Roger J. Gench’s 
arrival as senior pastor in 2002 until this year. “In that time, 
more than 400 people have joined the church, averaging between 
20 and 30 new members each year,” says Paul. “It is a great joy 
to hear their stories, learn how they found us, and see the life 
these new members bring to the church.” 
 
In addition to his years on the Session, Paul served from 1989 to 
1994 on the Board of Deacons, where he really came to know 
and appreciate NYAPC’s associate pastor of 34 years, Jack 
McClendon. It is difficult for the Dornans to emphasize suffi-
ciently the impact Rev. McClendon had on their lives, the way 
he shaped their calls to service. “In my six years on the Deacons, 
I saw Jack in his element. He is my model for urban ministry,” 
says Paul. Rev. McClendon would engage members of the con-
gregation in the work of social ministry, but then take a hands-
off approach and provide the needed resources to bring good 
ideas to life. On one occasion, Paul suggested a convocation on 
the church and mental illness, and Jack found the necessary 
funds for this major event. Paul wrote two chapters in the church 
history, Capital Witness, on Rev. McClendon’s ministry at 
NYAPC, titled “For the Living of the Christian Life: Jack 
McClendon and Social Ministry” and “NYAPC’s Social Mis-
sions: 1962-2010.” 
 
The Dornans also appreciated Dr. McClendon’s role in their 
lives as pastor. Jack was among the first to arrive at their home 
when their youngest son, Andrew, suddenly died. “Jack was 
there, along with Roger [Gench], Bob Wilden, and so many oth-
ers,” says Barb. “The whole church was there for us.” The Dor-
nans have established a Community Club scholarship in An-
drew’s name. 
 
Like Paul, Barb has served as a member of the Session, from 
1989 to 1991 when Rev. Wesley C. Baker was the church’s in-
terim pastor. But her real calling has been to the Board of Dea-
conesses—now Diaconal Ministers, where she has served nearly 
continuously since 1996 when Rev. Robert H. Craig was pastor. 
Barb remembers the wonderful work of Alice Eberhard, Gloria 
Forbes, and Wilma McKee, and notes, in particular, Mary Ann 
Davis who knew phone numbers and addresses of members by 
memory and routinely made a multitude of calls each day on 
behalf of the church. When Barb first joined the Deaconesses, 
member Robert Calvert Jr. told her she was too young to be on 
that board. Now Barb marvels at the “revolution of young peo-
ple” who are having babies and serving as Diaconal Ministers 
and on all the other church boards.  
 
Barb sees NYAPC’s ecumenical role as a unifier in the neighbor-
hood of DC congregations as a very positive direction in com-
munity outreach and ministry.  She cites especially the 2012 
“Unity” concert of four church choirs held at NYAPC that in-
cluded New York Avenue’s choir along with the choirs of 
Emory Methodist, Mt. Lebanon, and Luther Place churches. She 
also highlights author James Cone’s 2013 lecture on his book, 
“The Cross and the Lynching Tree,” and Bryan Stevenson’s 
2015 lecture titled “A Citywide Call for Justice and Mercy.” 
 
As they look to the future, the Dornans are excited by the new 
members joining the church, the growing participation of young 
people in NYAPC’s governance—including their daughter Mol-
ly and son-in-law Mike Smith, and the impact programs such as 
McClendon Scholar-in-Residence are having on community dia-
logue beyond the church. Now it is their turn to be the older 
adults that the next generation finds inspiring. 

Paul and Barbara Dornan (continued from page 10) 
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Kenyan Visitors 
by Karen Milam 

 
“Mzee Jeremiah, may I get you something to drink? Maybe  
water?” 
 
“Is it hot, Karen?” 
 
“No, in the United States we drink cold water.” 
 
“No (shaking his head), Karen, I only want hot water.” 

 
Driving Phillip and Millicent home from our Njoro Committee 
Meeting at the house of Beth and Bob Braxton on Tuesday 
night, I asked them what they noticed that was different about 
America from Kenya. Of all the things they could have said, 
they said, Americans drink cold drinks too much!  
 
Phillip and Millicent had never been to America before, along 
with several of the eight guests we hosted from Kenya this past 
week. Millicent told me that when her husband died eight years 
ago, she thought she would never get to do things with her life. 
Since she had no family in America she did not think it was pos-
sible to ever travel to America. But now, she has us friends, and 
we are her family, and we have given her the opportunity to 
travel to America, and she is so grateful. 
 
I can tell you, NYAPC, that I have been on several mission trips 
within the USA and abroad all over the world. I have been wel-
comed with open arms, fed, slept in their beds, eaten with them 
at their tables, humbled by the love of my hosts.  And this was 
one of my first times to be on the other end: welcoming this 
group of Kenyans, feeding them, taking them all over our won-
derful city, worshiping with them, dancing with them; it is a 
wonderful joy to give after I have received so much. It is to be in 
relationship with our friends in Kenya. As they have given to us, 
so we have given to them. It is a unique friendship, and some-
thing I will always cherish. 
 
Many of the members of this congregation hosted our eight Ken-
yans. The first three days almost all of them stayed in a different 
house, then we switched them to a new host for the next three 
days, and lastly, they stayed at the Virginia Seminary. Driving, 
metro rides, and walking brought them together each day to their 
bus, where Bob Braxton would faithfully drive them to their 
destinations. They visited the Senate building, ate in the Native 
American museum cafeteria, watched an Imax film on the Na-

tional Parks at the Natural History museum, visited the Alexandria 
wastewater treatment plant (several of the Kenyans work in water 
and chemistry), visited several schools in the area, ate lunch in a 
school cafeteria, visited the N Street Village for homeless women 
at Luther Place, the National Zoo, and went down to Richmond for 
a day where they visited Children’s Home Society of VA – an ex-
cellent place that places children in foster homes and arranges ulti-
mately for adoption.  The Kenyans also experienced a real Kenyan 
feast in honor of Esther Kinuthia (the OVC treasurer) being reunit-
ed with her husband George after fourteen years’ separation. (He 
has a medical condition that can only be treated in the United 
States.)  The group shared about the OVC program with the family 
and friends gathered for the meal and took up a free will offering at 
the end! 
 
At NYAPC they attended the 7 to 9 program, visited Community 

Club, served in the Radcliffe Room on Sunday morning, preached 
at both services, led children’s time at both services, and led Adult 
and Children Sunday School at 10 AM,  gave our minute for mis-
sions, had two committee meetings with the Njoro Committee, and 
even gave a presentation for the Global Mission Committee PC
(USA) at the Old Presbyterian Meeting House. They attended ser-
vice at the Old Presbyterian Meeting House, and preached at St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church in Purcellville, VA where my father, 
David Milam, is the pastor. If you remember from George Kari-
uki’s sermon, he mentioned Frodo, which was the pet dog of my 
parents out in Purcellville. As you can imagine, pets are not com-
mon in Kenya, so they were surprised but eventually delighted to 
stay in a home (my parents’) with a pet dog. 

(continued on p. 13) 



AVENEWS May 2016 Page 13 

Bernie and Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta, Mission Co-workers sta-
tioned in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, will visit NYAPC on Saturday, 
June 25 to attend a meeting of the National Capital Presbytery’s 
Global Mission Network Group.  On Sunday, June 26, they will 
give a Christian Education class and Bernie will later preach in 
the service.  Finally, they will attend a congregational lunch and 
be available for questions and discussions.   
 
Bernie is director of the Indonesian Consortium for Religious 
Studies (ICRS-Yogya) at Gadjah Mada University in Yogyakarta. 
Farsijana is director of the Center for Research and Community 
Development at Duta Wacana Christian University in Yogyakar-
ta. Both Bernie and Farsijana spend a lot of time working  with 

Christians and 
Muslims to build a 
just society.  Farsi-
jana received her 
Ph.D. in anthropol-
ogy and Indonesian 
studies from Nij-
megen University 
in the Netherlands, 
while Bernie re-
ceived his Ph.D. in 
theology and ethics 
from the Graduate 
Theological Union/

University of California in Berkeley. 
 
In 1997 Bernie married Farsijana and moved to Yogyakarta to 
serve as assistant director of the Graduate Program in Theology at 
Duta Wacana Christian University. In 2003 he started teaching 
graduate courses at the State Islamic University and at Gadjah 
Mada University, the oldest and largest national university in In-
donesia, which has 56,000 students, most of whom are Muslim. 
This experience led to the founding of ICRS-Yogya, which quick-
ly became an internationally acclaimed, interreligious program 
and is the only known cooperation of its kind between secular, 
Muslim and Christian universities.  
 
In the late 1990s Bernie and Farsijana built a home in an all-
Muslim neighborhood that is also a center for community out-
reach and hospitality. It is called “Pondok Tali Rasa.” At any giv-
en time they share it with several other people of both Muslim 
and Christian faith. Their house also serves as a center for the 
Indonesian Women’s Coalition (KPI), which Farsijana leads, em-
powering women and serving the victims of natural disasters. 
 

Their schedule 
 
Saturday,  June 25th  
9:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon:  Meeting of the Global Mission Network 
Group of NCP (at NYAPC) 
All who are interested are invited to join us for lunch after the 
meeting. 
 
Sunday,  June 26th   
9:00 a.m.:     Adult Christian Education with Bernie and Farsijana 
10:00 a. m.:  Worship Service, Bernie preaching. 
11:15 a. m.:  Lunch with remarks.  Peter Marshall Hall (5th Floor) 

Visit of  Indonesia Mission Co-workers 
Bernie and Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta   

June 25-26, 2016 

Many of you purchased the crafts that were brought for our con-
gregation from Kenya. We hope you remember our friends in 
Kenya every time you see them in your home. Onward we must 
march with our friends to support and love their Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children Program in Njoro, Kenya. Please feel free to 
speak with any of the following Njoro committee members: Beth 
Braxton, Bob Braxton, Marsha Renwanz, Kathryn Sparks, Fritz 
von Fleckenstein, Molly Lauer, Karen Milam, Jim Turner, and 
Sarah Williamson.  Or with any of the hosts: Courtney and Jim 
Spearman, Carol Casperson, Shamika Bradley (Community Club 
Co-Director), Jenna and Mark Fletcher, Cindy Dickinson, Habib 
and Martha Davis. (Fritz and Ruth von Fleckenstein, Jim and 
Laura Turner, and Beth and Bob Braxton also hosted one of the 
Kenyans.) 
 
Finally, Please pray for the 35 children that we help support, their 
foster families, and each of our visitors who care so deeply for 
them every day back in Njoro: Jeremiah Nduyu, Phillip  
Mathenge, Francis Muchemi, Cathy Wambui, Millicent Wanjiku 
Githaiga, Esther Wanjiru Kinuthia, Sammy Muigai, and Pastor 
George Kariuki. 
 
Videos of some of their singing and dancing are at: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mWlPIcTWXk  Singing 
and Dancing at Martha and Habib’s House, April 29, 2016. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sn--ax4g6pc    Singing and 
Dancing in Church Service May 8, 2016. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RxDaBV81E8 Singing and 
Dancing in Church Service, May 8, 2016 

Peace Candles Travel 
 

Three NYAPC Peace Candles have traveled to points near and 
far in the United States this quarter: to Greenbelt, MD; Stony 
Point, NY; and Little Rock, AR.  The visitors and churches 
are: 
 Rev. Dr. Robin H. Gorsline 
 Greenbelt, MD 
 Metropolitan Community Church of Washington 
 
 Mary Ann Harwell 
 Stony Point, NY  
 Stony Point Presbyterian Church 
 
 Miss Alex Holden 
 Little Rock AR   
 Second Presbyterian Church 
 
  
If you bring a visitor or meet a visitor at church, urge them to 
take a Peace Candle home with them for their home or church 
— and let peace and the light of Christ shine in all corners! 

Kenyan Visitors (continued from page 12) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mWlPIcTWXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sn--ax4g6pc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RxDaBV81E8
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Women of the Presbyterian Church:  Meet 
Rev. Elmarie Parker!   Join us for Lunch!  
 
On Saturday, June 11, Noon at Old Ebbitt Grill, Rev. Elmarie 
Parker, PC(USA) Regional Liaison for Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, 
will meet with women of the National Capital Presbytery to 
discuss the situation and conditions of the Presbyterian churches 
in Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon.  Find out what the churches there 
are doing in the midst of wars to continue their missions, and 
what we can do as Presbyterians to connect with the congrega-
tions there and their efforts.  Everyone is welcome!   
 
RSVP to Marilyn Seiber for reservations by Thursday, June 9,  
703-893-1559, mjs1wan2@bellatlantic.net. 
 

ALSO: 
 

Meet Dessa and Cobbie Palm, Mission  
Co-workers in the Philippines, for Lunch! 
 
On Monday, June 27th at 2:00 p.m. at Café Mozart, Dessa 
and Cobbie Palm, mission co-workers in the Philippines, and 
mentors of our own favorite YAV Angela Williams, will meet 
with us informally to discuss their work.  Everyone is wel-
come!   
 
RSVP to Fritz von Fleckenstein for reservations by Friday, June 
24, 202-832-4275 or vonfleck@starpower.net  

 

Greetings from London Citizens and 
Stefan Baskerville 

 
NYAPC parishioners may remember Stefan Baskerville, who 
worked with WIN during 2013, spending time with us and help-
ing us to develop relational meetings in an effort to strengthen 
our participation in WIN.  He is now the Lead Organizer of one 
of WIN and IAF’s sister organizations in England, West London 
Citizens, a subgroup of London Citizens.   
 
Recently, he wrote to Paul Dornan, saying “I thought you might 
be interested to hear that we just ran the biggest action we’ve 
ever done: 6,000 people from our 200+ member organizations 
doing focused accountability with the two main candidates for 
Mayor of London. It was powerful! You can read a blog about it 
here: http://www.abc.net.au/religion/

articles/2016/05/04/4455432.htm.   (The blog story is titled:  

The Soul of the City: An Observer's Account of the London Citi-
zens Mayoral Assembly.) 
 
We had the pleasure of Amy Vruno visiting us along with some 
IAF leaders from NYC, Virginia, Cleveland and Connecticut. 
About 24 hours from now we’ll know who the new Mayor is and 
then the work begins of getting them to actually deliver. . .”    
 
We now know that the Sadiq Khan was elected Mayor of  
London, but, of course, London Citizens will be watching him to 
see if he follows through. 

TRANSITIONS 
BIRTHS 
 
Forrest McGarrity, (related to Mary Nell Clark and Lauren 
McFerran), late February 2016 
 
Joseph Henry Thierry (son of Melissa and Joe Thierry, 
grandson of Lenora Thierry), April 9, 2016 
 
BAPTISMS 
 
Stewart Keanu Reasonover (son of Stephen and Carrie Rea-
sonover), March 27, 2016 ) 
 
Conrad Stephen Hoffman (son of Karl and Sarah Barclay 
Hoffman), April 24, 2016 
 
MARRIAGES 
 
Richard Holmes Snyder and Christina Marie Hoch, October 
31, 2015   (Richard and Christy are relocating soon, mov-
ing to Phoenix, AZ where Richard has a new job as senior 
counsel with Orbital ATK.) 
 
DEATHS 
 
Dixie Ferry, February 8, 2016 
 
Allan Hanna (brother of Phil Hanna), c. February 20, 2016 
 
Mary T. Mitchell (mother of Miriam Dewhurst), February 
26, 2016 
 
Betty Osborn, February 27, 2016 
 
Itsuko (“Iddy”) Asada (Matthew Asada’s grandmother, late 
February 2016 
 
George Newman (brother of Mary and Raymond Newman), 
February 29,  2016 
 
Lena Williams, Easter weekend, 2016. 
 
Lois McGarrity (Mary Nell Clark’s mother), April 3, 2016 
 
Maria Dolores Aquas (mother of Oneida Padilla of First  
Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana), April 14, 2016 
 
Edward Eberhard, April 23, 2016 
 
Doris Berman (sister-in-law of Louise Berman), about April 
24, 2016 
 
Fredericka Cobren, May 1, 2016 
 
Susie DeConcini (friend and mentor of Marsha Renwanz), 
about May 1, 2016   
 
John C. “Jack” Lentz, Sr., May 18, 2016 
  
Polly Grier, May 21, 2016 

mailto:703-893-1559
mailto:mjs1wan2@bellatlantic.net
mailto:vonfleck@starpower.net
http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2016/05/04/4455432.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2016/05/04/4455432.htm
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Cuba – Enchanting and Paradoxical! 
by Martha Davis 

 

I made my first visit to Cuba with the NYAPC-Church of the 
Pilgrims delegation this April.   Along with my husband Habib 
and 13 others in our group, I was inspired by the First Presbyteri-
an-Reformed Church of Havana’s community programs, staff, 
and facility that presents such an encouraging light in its down-
town neighborhood.  Our itinerary was also stocked with musical 
and artistic events, historical walks in Old Havana, and if I may 
say, quite a few mojito venues.  
 
I call it enchanting because we were surrounded by beautiful 
people, beautiful architecture, and plentiful music, set on the 
edge of a blue ocean harbor.  It’s also paradoxical how the great 
energy and potential of Havana contrasts with the limitations 
placed on residents by restrictive government policies and the 
deep skepticism with which Cubans view change. 
 
Our host church offered us hospitality, warmth, food, and rocking 
chairs in the courtyard, which made us truly feel at home.  The 
parallels to NYAPC are remarkable, in the breadth of its outreach 
programs to the neighborhood. (They have the advantage that all 
types of people live near the church.)  We sat in on an exercise 
class for older people, a Tai Chi demonstration, a gathering of the 
kids’ baseball team, heard about their Crisis Hotline, and saw 
their library, which is open to the public and is starting to offer 
tutoring to school children. 
 
We experienced a prayer group meeting where about 25 mainly 
older people, church members and non-members alike, gather to 
reflect on a Bible passage and share their prayer concerns.  It was 
extraordinary because people were so easily able to relate to the 
scripture passage and so willing to openly share their individual 
prayer concerns. Some of them travel long distances to be with 
this micro-community each week.  It proves how valuable is this 
faith-full congregation in the center of Havana, which is not full 
of churches in the same way as is Washington, D.C. 
 
We also had the privilege of participating in a Bible study in the 
home of Pedro, one of the church doormen, studying the same 
John 21 passage as NYAPC discussed that same week.  We met 
in a lush garden patio outside Pedro’s small home, and, led by 
Marilyn Seiber, we shared discussion with about eight First Ha-
vana members about the meaning of Jesus’ return to the fisher-
men disciples and their fantastic catch.  It was poignant that we 
all discussed the abundance possible with our faith, while sitting 
in a city where many people face shortages and frustration with 
their system.  I got the feeling that the faith of our Cuban friends 
is tested much more than is my own. 
 
The Sunday worship service capped off our week with a joyous 
celebration, in which a few of us sang with the youth, and Jeff 
Krehbiel (Church of the Pilgrims’ pastor) preached on the “Risky 
Abundance” reflected in John 21.  The sanctuary was full, the 
singing was boisterous and filled the room, and we got the unex-
pected treat of singing by an African student group which regu-
larly attends and identifies with this congregation, which rang out 
the harmonies of traditional African music.  The mixture of races 
among the congregation is notable, and there seems a fully natu-
ral acceptance of racial differences.  
 
Our extravaganza of cultural experience was partly thanks to 
contacts by Stan Engebretson (see his article, “Un Son”), who 
also took thousands of great photos.  Our treats ranged from  

having private concerts in the Sanctuary by folk-group VillAzul 
and later Sandra Santos’ classical a capella women’s chorus En-
semble Luna, to visiting the beautiful Hemingway Museum and 
being entertained by the Cuban Son band in the garden, to visiting 
the stupendous mosaic tile outdoor museum/studio of artist Jose 
Fuster. One evening we visited the avant garde “Fabrica de Arte 
Cubano” art cooperative (located in an old factory).  Some of us 
may have been taken aback by the fringe-y art work and films on 
continuous showing, and we did not manage to stay for the mid-
night concert, but the noisy, excited crowd proved that Cuban cul-
ture and free expression are opening up in a real way. 
 
Most restaurants are government owned, but we did enjoy eating at 
two different private restaurants (paladares), and it felt good to 

support the entre-
preneurs.  A special 
treat was an excep-
tionally delicious 
lunch at San Cristo-
bal, the paladar 
where President 
Obama ate just a 
couple weeks earli-
er, and meet his 
waiters who were 
still excited by the 
whole experience.      

 
Habib had the special experience of being mistaken for being Cu-
ban, once on a park bench where he and the local passers by com-
pared their dictators (Castro vs Ethiopian Mengistu.)  He also 
struck up a friendship with Obdulio, another First Havana door-
man, who fought in Ethiopia as part of the Cuban Army in the 
1980’s and recalls his injera and berbere fondly. 
 
One regret is my failure to brush up my elementary Spanish, and 
this held me back from communicating fully with many of the 
church staff and other Cubans.  On the big question, “How are 
things in Cuba now?” we got the thoughtful perspectives of Rev. 
Mendez and others, but I wish I could have discussed this more 
widely.  We learned that Cubans who have lived in their homes or 
apartments for many years are now able to take private ownership, 
and that some of the many government-owned businesses may be 
converted to private, worker cooperatives in coming years.  Yet 
Cubans still seek to emigrate to the United States.  There is a mix-
ture of skepticism and hope about the future, worry about the de-
cline in public services, happiness with the visit of President 
Obama, encouragement about the big influx of foreign tourists and 
the money they bring, and apprehension about who will be leading 
Cuba after the Castros. 
 
I left with an enduring image of the constancy of the members of 
First Havana, whose faith, community, and service sustain them 
through whatever their future holds.  And the big smiles of the 

First Havana family.  
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“Un Son” in Cuba! 
   

by Stan Engebretson 
      
 

Music and Cuba are inextricably woven together – you can’t 
imagine one without hearing the other!  And that was our incred-
ible experience recently when Marilyn Seiber led another 
successful tour to visit our Cuban Partners within the First Pres-
byterian-Reformed Church of Havana.  It was a joy to see Pastor 
Héctor, along with so many friends that we have made over the 
years, including the great band Villazul that continues to make 
music for the church on special occasions, and of course Music 
Director Sandra Santos, who is now a professional teacher, con-
ductor, and mom to two beautiful young boys aged 3 and 8 
months (now that is busy!). 
 
Villazul, a traditional Cuban band led by Lorenzo and Elizabeth, 
continued to amaze us all with their talents, leading “Son,” the 
characteristic Cuban rhythmic pattern as well as music from 
many styles, including American music.  In addition to playing 
regularly in one of Havana’s most famous restaurants, La Bode-
guito del Medio, they presented a short concert and led an instru-
mental demonstration session at the church that had us all danc-
ing in the aisles (see photos!).  Our own tenor Manuel Melendez 
was featured with the band during this teaching session and also 
in the Sunday service as a special soloist.  His endearing singing 
of a traditional sentimental Cuban hymn on Sunday moved the 
entire congregation to applause – something Héctor said he rare-
ly, if ever, sees in their church, where the “bulletin-waving” tra-
dition is well established! 
 
Music during the week included the Thursday evening prayer 
service led by the church’s younger singers, accompanied by 
guitars, piano, and percussion.  Their emotional singing of hymn 
arrangements and traditional music was poignant and meaning-
ful.  They repeated their anthems on Sunday plus learned new 
pieces that were presented together with our singers.  It was a 
wonderful combination of voices and was received well by the 
congregation. (More “bulletin-waving” than you can imagine!)    
 
Also on Sunday, another group of African medical students gath-
ered at the church to sing praise songs and interesting  
processional/recessionals.  They embodied rhythm and vitality to 
their core, bringing a bright color of sound into the service that 
was uniquely their own. 
 
Sandra Santos’ talents extended beyond the church as conductor 
of Vocal Luna, the only professional women’s chorus in Cuba, 
that she co-founded.   They pre-
sented a special concert for us 
and asked me to lead a workshop 
on new repertoire.  They are 
amazing singers, and we hope to 
invite them to the United States 
one day to sing for us, as they 
are world class! 
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A Baseball Encounter 
by Manuel Melendez 

 

Recently, I was fortunate to join the group from NYAPC 
that traveled to Cuba to visit our esteemed friend, Minister 
Héctor Méndez and his amazing congregation at La Iglesia 
Presbiteriana-Reformada de la Habana.  This inner-city 
church serves as a beacon of light to the community with 
the variety of programs available to many--free.  
 
Our group was privileged to meet the young boys who par-
ticipate actively in the baseball program that involves men 
and boys from six years old to teenagers.  A large group of 
young, enthusiastic boys met us and in turn provided us 

with an opportunity to present them with a variety of gifts 
that we brought, including T-shirts, baseball cards, and 
even a monogrammed blanket.  I am not shy to admit that 
the Washington Nationals logo was prominently dis-
played!  We were invited to attend a practice session a day 
later.  You might recognize a familiar face in the attached 
photo of one of our church members giving his all during 
the batting session.  Cuba and baseball share a rich history.  
There have always been talented peloteros (players) that 
continue to shine on our U.S. major-league teams.  My 
own brother-in-law, the late Julio Ramos, was an outstand-
ing pitcher who came from Pinar del Rio, just southwest of 
Havana.  Who knows, perhaps in due time some of those 
boys who played us will become major stars.  One of them 
already sheepishly asked me – Conoce usted a Bryce?  Do 
you know Bryce?  (Bryce Harper, the Nats’ home-run  
phenom and league MVP.)   
 
Baseball serves Cubans as a valuable uplifting element, 
especially now.  We even saw the central-city park corner 
in Havana where nothing but baseball is spoken. They all 
vividly remember President Obama’s visit and were partic-
ularly pleased that his visit enabled the historic baseball 
game that highlighted their beloved sport.  So…Play Ball!! 

Cuba Supply Drive 2016 –  
A Massive Success! 

by Aryn Myers 
 
In years past, donations of medicines and clothing for our part-
ner church, First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana, 
were primarily brought by participants of that year’s trip. In 
2015 the Cuba Partners Committee opened up donations to the 
larger congregation. Based on the success of last year’s effort, it 
was determined that in 2016 we would make the supply drive 
an annual event. 
 
To make sure we collected needed supplies, Rev. Héctor Mén-
dez sent a list of requested items. From there the committee 
decorated several collection boxes and placed them throughout 
NYAPC. Notices about the drive were shared via the bulletin, 
NYAPC Weekly, and several board-specific listservs. The  
donation boxes were made available from February 5 through 
March 13.  Jasmine Jowers also created and distributed a dedi-
cated church-wide email about the drive. The email message 
explained the reasons for the drive, noting the difficult econom-
ic conditions in Cuba and lack of supplies due to the embargo. 
The email message was shared with trip participants from 
Church of the Pilgrims and Bradley Hills Presbyterian, who 
then distributed it to their congregations. The resulting dona-
tions prompted an additional collection for more suitcases to 
carry all of them! Donations from NYAPC continued even after 
the drive was technically complete – a welcome confirmation of 
the congregation’s generosity and commitment to Cuba Part-
ners. 
 
Trip participants from NYAPC, Church of the Pilgrims, and 
Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church gathered in the Radcliffe 
Room for a “packing party” on Wednesday, March 30. The 
donations filled three big tables! One was packed with vitamins, 
over-the-counter medicines, and toiletries. The second held 
clothing and shoes, the third towels and linens. Many hands 
made fast work of sorting everything and packing into twelve 
pieces of luggage. Anything deemed not a good match for our 
Cuban friends (for example, cold weather clothing) was set 
aside to give to the Radcliffe Room Homeless Ministry. 
 
In the end there were so many suitcases and duffel bags it be-
came another logistics challenge about how to get them all to 
Havana! But the trip participants were troopers. They navigated 
all of the luggage successfully through three airports (DC, Mi-
ami, and Havana) before delivering it all to First Havana. This 
might not be the case in 2017. Direct mail service between our 
two countries was restored on March 17, 2016. Thus, next year, 
we might be able to ship everything instead of hand carrying!  
 
The Cuba Partners Committee is very grateful to the congrega-
tions of NYAPC, Church of the Pilgrims, and Bradley Hills 
Presbyterian Church for their generous support of the 2016 
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News from NYAPC Partner Churches in 
Iraq and Syria 

by Marilyn Seiber 
 
News and communication from NYAPC’s partner churches in 
Baghdad, Basrah, Homs, and Damascus can be difficult to re-
ceive.  With occasional emails from our partners amid war  
conditions and electricity deficits, and the help and support 
from PC(USA) Mission Co-Worker Rev. Elmarie Parker and 
The Outreach Foundation’s Vice President Marilyn Borst who 
just led a group there in April, we stay in touch as much as  
possible.   
 
National Evangelical Church in Baghdad 
From Rev. Elmarie Parker: 
Rev. Parker and a team of four arrived in Iraq for an 8-day 
meeting in February/March of the Assembly of the National 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Iraq. Leaders from the Pres-
byterian Churches in Kirkuk, Baghdad, and Basrah attended, 
and the pastor of the Baghdad Church was elected to take over 
leadership of the Assembly following 10-year service by the 
pastor in Kirkuk. They discussed property issues, training of 
teachers (particularly for kindergarten schools), training for 
Sunday School teachers, and concerns of displaced families.  
The Baghdad Church continues in its ministries and service to 
displaced families, distributing relief aid to families on a month-
ly basis. It has also developed a connection with a nearby camp 
of 600 people displaced from Western Iraq, and is bringing chil-
dren’s programing and some relief aid to the camp.  In other 
news, the Baghdad Church is raising the floors for the main-
level buildings to counter future flooding ($50,000-60,000 still 
needed).  Concrete barriers placed in front of each door are a 
temporary measure and have helped keep out the recent heavy 
rains.  The Church is now able to replace the generator 
($30,000) due to a donation from Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance and The Outreach Foundation. (A previous NYAPC dona-
tion for the generator was used for flood abatement.)  The Bagh-
dad Church will soon complete a proposal to develop a primary 
school based on the European model, and it will be proposing 
expansion for the kindergarten ministry that NYAPC helped to 
fund with Alternative Christmas donations. 
 
National Evangelical Church in Basrah 
From Elder Dr. Zuhair Fathallah (printed with Dr. Fathallah’s 
permission): 
Thank you for keeping us in your prayer. 
Before telling you about our activities, you have to know about 
the church.  We are now 30 members and 6 children.  We lost 
one of the members who died last month. The church activity is 
mainly the prayer day which is on Friday evening only; we have 
no women’s meeting, no Sunday school, and no mid-week pray-
er meeting, and that is because we have no pastoral guidance for 
the last 10 years.  Even when Magdy was with us, he was occu-
pied by his visa. Now we are looking forward for the new pastor 
who may arrive in May by God will (In sha-alla). 
 
Kindergarten is our big success; there are 250 children between 
KG and nursery and it’s popular in the city, and children study 
English languages and computer as well.  
 
The Radio ministry is going well. Now there is one hour live 
program after getting connected with Baghdad station by the 
internet.  Also, each Monday a 3-hour live show accepts calls 

asking for prayer. Both these programs are getting calls from 
different parts of Basrah and we are happy about that.  
 
Thank you all for keeping in touch with us. 
God bless you,   
Zuhair 
 
National Evangelical Church in Homs 
From Marilyn Borst and Rev. Elmarie Parker: 
Borst reports spending delightful hours with Rev. Mofed Karaj-
ili, his wife Micheline, and two Elders. The sanctuary is now 
repaired from bomb 
damage and is beau-
tiful.  Two bomb-
damaged apartments 
of church members 
also have been re-
paired with financial 
assistance from Pres-
byterian Disaster 
Assistance and The 
Outreach Founda-
tion. Rev. Karajili’s 
apartment is also 
being restored so that 
he and his family can move back into it this fall.  Much rebuild-
ing remains to be done, however, and the Presbyterian Church in 
Homs continues in its work and witness.  Among the many ongo-
ing church ministries, the Young Adults have initiated a ministry 
they call “Space for Hope” that seeks to create many spaces for 
hope in the city, starting with young children across neighbor-
hoods and religions. 

 
National Evangelical Church in Damascus 
The National Evangelical Church in Damascus hosted a delega-
tion from The Outreach Foundation, and members of the group 
worshiped on Sunday with the congregation in the church’s base-
ment Fellowship Hall while repairs continue on the sanctuary 
upstairs.  The church is working with The Outreach Foundation 
and the National Evangelical Synod in Syria and Lebanon 
(NESSL) to open schools for refugees in Lebanon (now four).  
The church is also working with NESSL support to help dis-
placed refugees, and to train women refugees in needlepoint and 
other crafts for sales.  Despite the continuing bombings in and 
near Damascus, the church thrives in mission and congregants! 
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 In Christ's Peace, 
 Rev. Elmarie E.R. Parker 
 PCUSA Regional Liaison to Iraq, Syria, Lebanon 
 The National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon 
 
Dear Members of the Peace and Justice Committee at The New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
 
Holy Week Greetings to all of you from the NESSL.  This is to 
thank you sincerely for donating a gift to the ministry of Relief 
carried on by our churches both in Syria and Lebanon. May the 
Risen Lord give you grace upon grace, and richly bless your 
ministry. 
 With Easter blessings, 
 Mary Mikhael 
 NESSL 
 

And Easter Greetings: 
To the Pastor and Congregation of NYAPC: 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 The Lord has risen!!! 
  Hallelujah!! 
 May God bless us all on this Resurrection Day. 
 
      From the Congregation and Pastor Héctor Méndez 
       First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana 
 
 
 

“… and he will rise on the third day.” Luke 18: 33 
May the resurrection of our Savior be a constant 
reminder of His Love and promise of eternal life.  
 

May this Easter fill you with joy and happiness. 
       Have a blessed Easter 

              
       Zuhair & Janan Fathallah 
National Evangelical (Presbyterian) Church 

in Basrah 
 
 

Partner Churches Send Thanks for  
Alternative Christmas Gifts 
and Send Easter Greetings 

by Marilyn Seiber 
 
Some of NYAPC’s partner churches acknowledged with grateful-
ness the 2015 Alternative Christmas gifts received as well as a 
Peace & Justice Committee donation for the Winter Appeal in 
Syria.  The NYAPC delegation visiting Cuba in April delivered 
the gift to First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana, while 
The (Presbyterian) Outreach Foundation deposited the gifts for 
the churches in Baghdad and Basrah, Iraq and Homs, Syria, as 
well as the National Evangelical (Presbyterian) Synod of Syria 
and Lebanon. 
 
From Havana: 
In the name of the First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Ha-
vana, we wish to express our gratitude for the Alternative Christ-
mas 2015 donation.  This money will be used to continue our 
Christian mission.  We ask God to bless NYAPC and each one of 
you and your country. 
 Fraternally in Christ, 
 Rev. Héctor Méndez 
 
From Baghdad: 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
Greetings in Jesus Name. Thanks for your email and contribu-
tions to our church. 
 Be blessed. 
 Sincerely yours,  
 Rev. Farouk Hammo 
 
From Basrah: 

Thanks to you and to NYAPC for this great gift, I assure you that 
it will be used to help those in need and to help church activities. 
Thank you again and God bless you in this holy season. 
 Dr. Zuhair Fathallah, Elder 
 
From Beiruit: 
Thank you so very much to the Peace and Justice Committee of 
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church for this generous 
gift to the Winter Appeal of the NESSL!  You all are helping to 
make a practical difference in the lives of those who are the most 
vulnerable during this on-going war. 
 

Presbyterian Peace Fellowship Sends 
Young Adults to Iraqi Kurdistan 

 
The Presbyterian Peace Fellowship is partnering with Chris-

tian Peacemaker Teams to travel with a delegation of 7-12 
young adults to Iraqi Kurdistan, on May 17-31, 2016.  This dele-
gation will focus particularly on the role and impact of fossil 
fuels in the region and how we might respond faithfully and in 
solidarity with our partners there. 
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The National Evangelical Church of Damascus was founded in 
1866 by Irish missionaries.    It is located in a section of Damas-
cus called Bab Touma and is close to Straight Street and the 
Church of Ananias, the street named in the Book of Acts, chapter 
9, in the story of Paul and Ananais.  It now has 650 members in 
its congregation, excluding the children.  The Damascus church 
currently is operating a relief program for Syrian refugees sup-
ported by the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon, 
including a needlepoint project for women, and is working with 
the Synod, with support of The Outreach Foundation, to open 
schools for refugee children in Lebanon.  Two are in the Beka’a 
Valley, one is outside Beirut, and a fourth is further south in 
Tyre. According to Miray, the church has suffered severe dam-
age to the sanctuary from three bombings in the past three years, 
the most recent in August 2015. 
 
We look forward to developing a partnership of prayer, commu-
nication, mutual support and learning with the Presbyterian 
Church in Damascus! 

NYAPC Partners with Church in Damascus 
by Marilyn Seiber 

 
On February 7, 2016, Miray Zaour, daughter of the Head Pastor 
of the National Evangelical (Presbyterian) Church in Damascus, 
Syria, led an NYAPC Adult Christian Education class on the 
Presbyterian Church in Damascus as well as on the background 
and current status of Christianity and the Christian community in 
Syria.  Ms. Zaour’s presentation led the NYAPC Peace & Justice 
Committee to invite the National Evangelical (Presbyterian) 
Church in Damascus to become partners in Christ with NYAPC, 
to walk together in mission, and to pray for each other and learn 

about each other’s churches and mission. Head Pastor, Rev. 
Butros Zaour, submitted the request to their Session, and its an-
swer was “Yes!” 
 
Here is the response from Rev. Zaour: 
 
Dear sister Marilyn, 
Peace and Grace from our Lord Jesus Christ to you all. 
 
First of all, I am so sorry for the delay of my response to your 
email due to the outage of electricity and lack of internet fre-

quently. 
 
My dear, it is a pleasure for me and for 
my congregation in Damascus to hear 
from your church a request to become 
partners through mission and prayer. It is 
a privilege for my church to share with 
you faith and love particularly in these 
bad situations, war, fear, instability, etc. 
This will encourage us to continue our 
mission life bravely knowing that we have 
brothers and sisters far from us geograph-
ically but they are very near to us.  I think 

and hope that this step will be very helpful for you and us mutual 
learning and understanding our Christian life more deeply. 
 
Thanks a lot for your love and initiative spirit that are based on 
the reality that the LOVE of CHRIST CONSTRAINS US. 
 
Remain in Christ peace,  
         Butros 
 Rev. Butros Zaour 

Rev. Butros Zaour with his wife Wafaa, sons Christian 
and Zikar (graduation robe), and daughter Miray. 


