
 

 
McClendon Scholar-in-Residence  

 

The McClendon Scholar in Residence Program 
of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church 
stands where faith, intellect and justice 
intersect.  Established in 2006, the program 
reflects the vision and generosity of the late 
Rev. Dr. Jack E. McClendon, Associate Pastor 
of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church 
from 1957 to 1991.  Dr. McClendon blended 
faith and politics throughout his powerful 
ministry, marching with Dr. Martin Luther 
King in Selma, Alabama and leading the church 
in advocating for poor and homeless people in 
the nation’s capital. 
 
The Scholar in Residence Program is the fruit 
of Dr. McClendon’s conviction that social 
action can only be sustained when a 
congregation is empowered to grapple with 
profound issues and engage in a deepening of 
faith. To this end, his gift enables The New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church to offer the 
wider Washington community noted scholars 
such as Dr. Shelly Rambo whose unique gifts, 
knowledge, and writings inspire both ongoing 
reflection and action among people of faith.  
Our scholars have previously included notables 
such as Walter Brueggemann, Ronald C. White, 
Susan Thistlethwaite, Brian Blount, James 
Cone, Taylor Branch, Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty, 
Norman Wirzba, Bryan Stevenson, Miroslav 
Volf, E. J. Dionne, Willie Jennings, Kelly 
Brown Douglas,  Raphael Warnock and Ellen 
Davis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Responding in Faith to Trauma,  
Suffering and Violence 

 

 

Trauma is suffering that does not get effectively 
integrated into one's life and thus remains or 
regularly returns.  As such, trauma obstructs one's 
ability to live in the present and engage the world as 
one did before the suffering occurred.  We usually 
think of trauma as something that happens to 
individuals, but there is also a growing awareness of 
collective trauma where large numbers of people in 
a society can be traumatized by a common 
experience.  Whether a trauma is individual or 
collective, it must be addressed so that people can 
refigure their lives and grow and develop in spite of 
the suffering they have experienced 
 
In the context of the Christian faith, trauma raises 
many familiar questions about the meaning of 
suffering and its role in our lives.  The Lenten 
Season is a good time to wrestle with some of these 
questions and reflect on what Christ's life, death and 
resurrection tell us about how to deal with suffering.  
Some of the questions we will consider during the 
weekend are: 

 What are the elements of a traumatic 
experience and why are these experiences 
so powerful? 

 What are the steps we need to follow to 
deal effectively with the trauma, suffering 
and violence we encounter? 

 In what ways does our society create 
collective traumatic experiences? 

 What Biblical stories are particularly 
helpful in understanding how to deal with 
the suffering we encounter in life? 

 How does Christ's woundedness help us 
discover ways to live with our own 
wounds? 

 
During the weekend, Dr. Rambo will explore these 
and other questions to help us more effectively 
understand the role trauma plays in our own lives 
and in the lives of those we encounter in the world.  
This will enable us to explore anew how the Gospel 
story can help us understand the depths of human 
suffering  and  rediscover the persistence of divine 
love. 

 

Parking/Metro Guidance 

 

 

The New York Avenue  
Presbyterian Church 

 

On Saturday morning, free parking is 
available for those attending the morning 
program and/or the luncheon discussion at 
Green City Parking on H Street between 12th 
and 13th Street, NW.    
 
On Sunday, street parking is free and the 
garage at 1399 New York Avenue is also 
available for free. 
 
The church is also just blocks from the 
McPherson Square stop on the Orange/Blue 
Lines and the Metro Center stop on the 
Red/Orange/Blue lines.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
A Lenten Weekend With 

 

Dr. Shelly Rambo 
 

Associate Professor of Theology 
Boston University School of Theology 

Author of "Resurrecting Wounds:  
Living in the Afterlife of Trauma" 

 

 
  

"Responding in Faith to Trauma, 
Suffering and Violence" 

 
 

Saturday, March 23 
and Sunday, March 24, 2019 

 
 

The New York Avenue  
Presbyterian Church 

1313 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

 
 
 

(202) 393-3700      www.NYAPC.org 
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From Resurrecting Wounds by Shelly Rambo 

 
"David Morris opens his biography of PTSD, The 
Evil Hours, by stating that trauma has moved 
from the sidelines of public awareness to its 
center: 'Over the past four decades, post-
traumatic stress disorder has permeated every 
corner of our culture.' It has become, he says, the 
lingua franca of suffering in our times.  Moving 
from a diagnosis that identified the suffering of 
the few, trauma has become an overarching term.  
A growing awareness of trauma and its effects 
has also contributed to the expansive use of 
trauma to speak not only to the experience of 
particular persons and communities, but also to a 
broader cultural ethos in which we live. The use 
of the term 'trauma' to name the pathos and 
pathologies of American culture should be 
approached critically , but it is also important to 
ask why it has taken hold. 
 
The emerging discourse of trauma at the end of 
the twentieth century provided a new framework 
in which to interpret suffering.  A new 
understanding of trauma, as distinct from other 
forms of loss, dispelled existing assumptions that 
trauma follows a timeline of healing--that in no 
time one can just get over or beyond it.  Instead, 
trauma came to be identified as what does not get 
integrated in time and thus returns or remains, 
obstructing one's ability to engage the world as 
one did before.  Both individually and 
collectively, trauma marked a problem of living in 
the present, given that the past was still a 'living' 
and intrusive reality. 
 
While there is an acknowledgment that life can 
never be restored to its previous condition, terms 
within the clinical communities such as resilience 
and posttraumatic growth suggest a reworking of 
life in ways that press beyond descriptions of the 
aftermath.  This research demands a language of 
life than can account for the ruptures of 
experience and history without succumbing to 
despair." 

Dr. Shelly Rambo 

 
 

Shelly Rambo is Associate Professor of Theology at 
the Boston University School of Theology. She is 
trained as both a systematic and constructive 
theologian and is particularly interested in how 
classical themes in the Christian tradition interact 
with and inform contemporary discourses around 
suffering, trauma and violence.  Her book, Spirit and 
Trauma: A Theology of Remaining forges a theology of 
the Spirit through engagements with postmodern 
biblical hermeneutics, a theology of Holy Saturday, 
and contemporary trauma theory. Her second book, 
Resurrecting Wounds: Living in the Afterlife of Trauma, 
explores the significance of resurrection wounds in 
the Christian tradition and relates it to 
contemporary discourses about wounding in both 
the popular culture and in the study of trauma. 
  
Her teaching and research interests include: feminist 
theory and theology, postmodern theology, 
pneumatology, and trauma studies. Through a series 
of faculty grants funded by the Center for Practical 
Theology and the Lilly Endowment, she has 
developed and presented workshops that offer 
religious leaders critical tools for thinking 
theologically about trauma. She was educated at 
Houghton College (B.A.), Princeton Theological 
Seminary (M.Div.), Yale Divinity School (S.T.M.) 
and Emory University (Ph.D.) 

 
Schedule of Events 

 

 

Saturday, March 23, 2019 
 

10:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
 

“Shrinking Souls:  
Addressing Spiritual Exhaustion in an 

Era of Cumulative Trauma” 
 

Presentation and Small Group Discussion 
Peter Marshall Hall on the 5th Floor 

A light breakfast with pastries and fruit will 
be available at 9:30 a.m. 

Child care will be provided 
 

12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

Luncheon Discussion with Dr. Rambo 
Church members engaged in community 

ministry are welcome. 
The Radcliffe Room on the 1st floor 

RSVP to dialogdays@aol.com

 
 

Sunday, March 24, 2019 
 

“Parables for the Wounded and 
Wounding” 

Dr. Rambo will be preaching at both 
Worship Services at  

8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 
 

"There is Nothing to Fix" 
10:00-10:50 a.m. 

Presentation by Dr. Rambo  
and group discussion 

Peter Marshall Hall on the 5th Floor 
 

 
All Are Welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


