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NYAPC Opens Its Doors for March for Our Lives
On March 24, hundreds of thousands of
people, young and old, demonstrated in
Washington, DC, for an end to violence
in the schools and on the streets.
NYAPC is located just three blocks from
one of the main entry points for the
March. This put us in a perfect position
to offer hospitality to the marchers and
to provide a gathering place for those in
the presbytery who wanted to march as a
group.
Volunteers and church staff greeted all
who came and directed them to the
Amy Gillespie and Meg House at refreshment table restrooms and refreshments in the Radcliffe Room. Church members baked
dozens of cookies and provided other
snacks. Tours of the Lincoln memorabilia were also offered. People preparing to march gathered in the Sanctuary.
When it was time for the march, hundreds of people streamed out of the
Sanctuary and marched down 13th Street
toward Pennsylvania Avenue. This
street was full of marchers and it was
impossible to keep together. It was truly
inspiring to see so many young people
and so many faith groups represented.
After about an hour, the march reached
total gridlock. and marchers stood in
place to watch the speeches displayed on
large screens.
Jay Davenport greeted people

Marchers begin to gather in the Radcliffe Room

David Smoot and Delanté Buchanan in the Kitchen
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Introductory Remarks at DC Prelude
to the March for Our Lives

by Aaron King, Community Club and Woodrow Wilson
High School

… These victims were all under the age of 21. Just in the
first month of 2018, 5 teens were shot to death in DC. Just
four days ago, there was another school shooting in St.
Mary’s County. We have had
twenty school shootings in the
US already this year. We have
had 20 school shootings in the
US already this year.
One of the major problems is
that too many teens have access to guns and make hasty
decisions because they are depressed, impatient, or want
immediate satisfaction. The
outcome is usually that lives
are ruined and lost. We should
not be focusing on the safety of students. Our focus should
be on learning and graduating. For our society, gun violence
has become too normal. We need to change what is normal
– our normal should be that we all go to college, we all graduate from high school and prepare for a viable career and go
to college and finish. Not just finish, reach back and help
our communities.
In October 2017, I organized an event which I called the
Peace Picnic, an effort to help unite the Blue Divide, and to
build a better relationship with law enforcement and citizens
in the community. The picnic gave citizens and law enforcement an opportunity to engage with each other through conversation, games like Musical Squares, relay races, line
dancing, hand dancing, and food, of course. It also had guest
speakers to discuss issues that affect our community.
I believe building trust is important, but I also believe that
law enforcement should be the ones with the guns to protect
us, not our youth. Let’s help change our normal today by
joining the movement of students across the nation – this is a
great start towards making a change to our normal, by encouraging Congress to change gun laws. United, we stand a
better chance to make change. Thank you, thank you, thank
you!
Note: the recording of Aaron’s speech lacked a few of his
first words.
Recording of his speech and that of other DC students:
https://www.facebook.com/kenyan.mcduffie/
videos/10210961946780119/?
fref=gs&dti=157877074275523&hc_location=group
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Comments about the March for Our
Lives
by Rev. David Milam

Yesterday’s March for Our Lives was encouraging, moving and compelling. I’m so glad that I was able to go
with Karen Milam and Marjorie Diehl. I found the experience to be part a protest rally, part a passing of a generational baton, part a healing funeral defined by the testimonial witness of friends and family.
What a blessing to have Martin Luther King, Jr.’s granddaughter, Yolanda, lead us in a chant, remembering that
her grandfather was a victim of gun violence. The way
that the Parkland students included fellow students from
urban schools, who have endured greater amounts of trauma without public attention was right and just. Emma
Gonzales’ final testimony that included 6 minutes and 20
seconds of silence plumbed the depths of the trauma experienced by these students, their families, schools, and
communities. She has the emotional capacity of feeling
that trauma while still articulating a socially changing
truth. Forget the idea of lowering the voting age, she
makes me want to lower the age for who could run for
President!
Prayers for the kids who put themselves on the line to call
the older generation to bear responsibilities for change.
They underwent a reliving of their trauma and grief before the world. Prayers for their support and renewal today, and for many more who suffer similarly, silently.
Thanks be to God for their courage, creativity and for
how they honored their loved ones with this national memorial service.
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Youth Sunday Features Songs, Readings and Sermons
The June 10th service was a complete service, with readings, songs and sermons, all done by the youth of the
church. Three very good sermons were preached that day, including the one below.

Meditation -- “The World on the Wall”

Joshua 6:17 - 7:1 (Joshua and the Battle of Jericho)
John (Jack) Anderson
Preached June 10, 2018
Let me start off by saying that I did not having an easy
time with this story. I initially started by watching the
VeggieTales version, which made the story seem pretty simple and clear cut. I had a general idea of something I could say about it. However, that all changed
when I actually read the Bible passage. I had many
thoughts flying through my head, ranging from, this
story is terrible, to, I have to write an uplifting sermon
with some moral or positive takeaway?

Although I had my initial shock towards the story, in
the back of my head I was looking forward to finding
some silver lining, or some hidden meaning and undertones that I missed in the story. I kept researching it
looking for an answer, but came up completely empty.
I was beginning to lose all hope of writing a sermon
that reconciles the violence portrayed in this story. After some confirmation with some others, I came to the
conclusion that this passage did not have to be viewed
in a positive light.
Many people associate this story with obeying God’s
word no matter what, which I do believe is true, but
(continued on p. 5)
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not in the way one might think. One important thing
to remember when reading the Bible is that it is essentially a middle man between God and people, the middle man becoming other people.
This creates an inherent bias in whatever was written
in the Bible. This story is one of many that was stuffed
into a Bible like some anthology series that loosely
connects all. As such, not everybody agrees on all
things, and this leads to contradictions in this amalgamation of holy occurrences. The point is that at the
core of this story, people use the word of God, whether
directly or in the Bible, to do something that was not
necessarily literally what had been commanded.
The mass killing of an entire town to claim back land
that was thought to be rightfully theirs, all justified under a higher power. This passage justifies violence,
and does so by using God as more of a figurehead in
the process. A fitting analogy is the relationship between an Emperor and Prime Minister. One acts as a
face for the public to associate with certain forces/
actions, and the latter carries out actions under the banner of the emperor, acting as a mascot. Obviously, this
is a gross abuse of the word of God: using this higher
justification as propaganda to obtain moral high
ground.
One important thing to take away from this rant is that
the Bible is not the literal word of God, and much like
today, people abused the word of God to justify acts
contradictory to the core values built at the center of
Christianity. The same things that hold true before
closely recorded history still exist today. People use all
these different passages in the Bible to justify acts of
inequality, issues surrounding gay rights, refugees and
race among many others. Christians pull from various
stories in the Bible and use them to pick sides in an
unending shout-fest. Much like the internet, people
cling to the Bible to find a passage that could be used
to confirm their belief, whether or not it holds true to
what the intention of God had been.
Although I had a roller coaster of a ride with this story,
it helped me to completely extinguish doubts I had
about religion. I am an annoyingly rebellious, independent thinker. I valued being skeptical of any information, questioning its validity. As a result, I almost
completely lost faith as a kid, and declared myself
atheist. After much internal struggle, I decided to
convert back to Christianity, for almost no reason. My
doubts really had not gone away, and they continued to
bother me, a war between intuition and reason. I con-
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tinued to question the ridiculous aspects of the Bible,
while still feeling like I wanted to follow religion. After I read this story, I could no longer run from my
doubts.
This passage had uncovered everything 10-year-old me
believed to be the things that were wrong about religion -- the contradictions, the lack of historical value,
leaps in logic, moral justification and tribalism. A
thought had popped into my head that there had been
no way that something so violent should be praised
and put on a pedestal whilst carrying out such a horrible act.
When the realization came to me -- I did not have to.
God did not write the Bible. People are instinctively
self-important and selfish, so in this story, the people
were just acting instinctively. But ironically, while
acting under the “word of God,” they defied the previous teachings of God. These stories weren’t even written by one person; many different people, across many
hundreds of years told these stories, until they were
eventually written down.
If any of you have ever played telephone, imagine
playing telephone for hundreds of years, and then writing it down. That still does not even factor in the biases and values people had that skew and refract perspective and reality, making it almost impossible to be
the literal word of God. However, because of this story, I am no longer feeling any major objections about
Christianity, and as a result, my faith is stronger.
I would even make the claim that people who manipulate the Bible to commit acts that prejudice and incite
violence are not true faithful Christians, and they
merely act under Christianity, to carry out their own
beliefs. A man I respect very much once said, “We
should teach others about God’s love and acceptance
of others, rather than God’s wrath and anger towards
sinners, as it is God’s love that drives people in, not
wrath.”
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Reverend William Barber Speaks on
War and Militarism
by Paul Dornan

A special event occurred in our Sanctuary on Sunday
evening, May 6, 2018. The Reverend William Barber,
initiator of Moral Mondays, a public advocacy campaign
in North Carolina, founder of Repairers of the Breach
and Co-Director of this year’s Poor People’s Campaign,
spoke from our pulpit to an assembled crowd that filled
the main floor of the Sanctuary. The service and speech
were designed as a pep rally to prepare local organizers
for the Poor People’s Campaign, the 40 days of political
non-violent action in 38 state capitals that would follow
in May and June.
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challenged King as to why he was moving into different
realms as he tried to shift the civil rights agenda so that it
incorporated responses to poverty and militarism. Reverend Barber attempted to make the case why our war economy continued to move in lockstep with racism and income inequality. The reverberating question was: Have
we learned nothing in five decades?
Yara Allen had opened the proceedings by leading the
congregation in a simple, slow, haunting spiritual:
Hold your light; hold it high.
Somebody’s lost in the harbor.
You can’t hold it low; you’ve got to hold it high.
Somebody’s lost in the storm.
As the evening came to a close, it became clear that the
“someone” lost in the storm was us, and the response was
the tagline of the new Poor People’s Campaign, a national
call for moral reform.

Revival of the Poor People’s Campaign
by Silke Douglass

Reverend Barber introduced his remarks by noting that
Abraham Lincoln, the Great Emancipator, had worshipped here and that, when the first Poor People’s Campaign had come to Washington fifty years ago this
month, at least part of its mission had been performed in
this very building. Then he moved into his presentation,
which was billed as a sermon but was more like a plea.
And the irony of his message was that it shadowed the
message of Martin Luther King, Jr. as he conceived the
Poor People’s Campaign so long ago, that is, that racism
and poverty and militarism cannot be seen and faced and
overcome as separate problems. Rather, they must be
confronted together as the intermeshed, confounding
dilemma that they are. Many people, friend and foe,

I was beyond blown away to hear the Bishop Reverend
William Barber speak last night at my church. He spoke
about the revival of the Poor People’s Campaign and the
relationship among militarism, racism, and poverty. His
message about the so called “Poverty Draft” was powerful
— poor men and women disproportionately of color who
cannot afford to go to college are being aggressively recruited into the military to fight other poor men and women in other countries in unjust wars. Our government
spends 55 percent of our budget on the military while
homelessness is on the rise and access to healthcare is on
the decline. We need a moral vision, a moral awakening,
and a moral reckoning, said Dr. Barber.
The Poor People’s Campaign will culminate with a massive rally on the National Mall on Saturday, June 23rd.
Time: 10:00 a.m.
Location: National Mall by Jefferson Drive SW and 7th
st. SW, Washington, D.C.
Those wishing to march with the NYAPC banner, meet
Beth Braxton at the church at 9:15 a.m. on that day.
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Obituary: Rev. Dr. Philip R. Newell:
1927 – 2017
by John A. O’Brien, NYAPC History Committee

Rutgers Memorial Church
in New York City reports
the passing of Rev. Dr.
Philip R. Newell on November 18, 2017. The notice of his death appeared
in the same bulletin announcing the recent publication of his memoir, What
is Your Calling?, by Balboa Press, Bloomington,
IN. Newell enjoyed a lifelong reputation for being
“a protector of the dispossessed and advocate of social
justice.”
Philip Newell accepted an offer from Rev. George Docherty to lead an ecumenical outreach at New York Avenue Presbyterian Church to the African-American community of Washington in March 1963. Newell embarked
on the Inner City Project, which incorporated the already
existent Community Club, to improve the lives of children
and families within the near northwest neighborhoods
with playschools, pre-schools and school-aged mentoring.
He was based at the church through 1967, before moving
to support a broader network of civil rights and political
groups in the city. Newell began the Tuesday Breakfast
Club to formalize the occasional meetings with the other
“big steeple” church pastors of Washington that had been
started by the late Peter Marshall. These included First
Congregational, Mt. Vernon Place United Methodist, Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Calvary Baptist and
First Baptist.
Newell established strong relationships with other clergy
and city government officials to build a robust network for
solving problems in welfare and education issues and race
relations. Some of the core volunteers from New York
Avenue who worked with him to create new community
services included Ann Davie, Jenean McKay, Eleanor
Robins, John Quinn, Nancy Dickinson and Ronnie and
Shirley Yoder. Cindy Dickinson recalled in Capital Witness the sheer energy of the times that exuded from the
combination of Docherty, Newell and their associate Rev.
Jack McClendon. “Something was always happening or
about to happen,” she said.
Paul Dornan in Capital Witness credits Newell’s greatest
contribution to social ministry at NYAPC as his capability
to orchestrate social action among the clergy of Washington, D.C., and to strategize and press that agenda on the
District’s political leadership. Some of his collaborators
were Fr. Geno Baroni of the St. Augustine Catholic
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Church, Fr. William Wendt of St. Stephen and the Incarnation Episcopal Church, Rev. Channing E. Phillips of
the Lincoln memorial Congregational Temple, Rabbi
Isaac Franck of the Jewish Community Council, and
Episcopal Bishop Paul Moore, Jr.
Capital Witness relates the nature and power of this social action clergy team:
“Baroni, Wendt, and Newell became the
core of just about every white clerical
group formed around social action issues in
northwest Washington between 1962 and
1968. Often working with them were several rising young black clergymen, among
them Walter E. Fauntroy of the New Bethel
Baptist Church, Channing Phillips of Lincoln Memorial, and Ernest Gibson, president of the Black Ministers’ Conference. …
Baroni, Wendt, and Newell realized that
they could give each other psychological
support. .. “I had a Protestant game I was
playing and Geno had a Catholic game and
we put together an ecumenical game,”
Newell said. “We were trying to organize
the city and to impact the political system.”
They were in daily contact. Reaching beyond the Christian faiths, Baroni and Newell formed an alliance with Dr. Isaac
Franck of the Jewish Community Council of
Greater Washington. The three men made
appointments together with city officials
and members of Congress. They testified as
a unit on Capitol Hill. Baroni, Newell, and
Franck came to be known as the Holy Trinity. “The joke about us was who is the Father, who is the Son and who is the Holy
Spirit,” Franck said years later.”
Newell had met Martin Luther King, Jr., in a class on
Hegel at Boston University School of Theology in 1952.
They developed a casual friendship and would meet for
drinks after class. “King would order Pepsi, I would
have a beer,” Newell noted. Further, they agreed that
“we didn’t understand Hegel’s prominence in the history
of philosophy.” Newell joined the civil rights movement, as “a foot soldier” in Reverend King’s army for
voter-registration drives in Mississippi, the March from
Selma, the Poor People’s Campaign, and turmoil after
King’s death in 1968. Before the March on Washington
in August 1963, Dr. King had Bayard Rustin reach out to
his old acquaintance to organize the local churches as
respite sites. New York Avenue church provided rest
and refreshment for the delegation from Delaware.
When Newell discovered that some of the women
marchers had dressed for church, he arranged to distribute more comfortable shoes for their walk along the
Mall. Newell’s son Timothy related that his dad was
(continued on p. 8)
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often busy and had to arrange for people to sit with his
children. One of the regular sitters, who would remain a
lifelong friend, was Stokely Carmichael.
Newell helped to form the D.C. Coalition of Conscience
in 1965. It was an interracial alliance of churches and
civil rights organizations. The first co-chairs were Rev.
Walter Fauntroy and Bishop Moore. In February 1966,
the Coalition supported Marion Barry and the Free DC
Movement in efforts to achieve home rule. They were
forcefully opposed by the white business community represented on the powerful Board of Trade, and Rep. John
McMillan of South Carolina, the avowed segregationist
who was chair of the House Committee on the District of
Columbia. Barry portrayed the District as a plantation
under control of segregationists in Congress and the
Board of Trade. Progress would have to wait for President Lyndon Johnson to create a District Council and appoint Walter Washington as mayor. Early in 1969, Newell became the treasurer for Marion Barry’s mayoral campaign and was a member of his “kitchen cabinet.”
Through it all, he was “planning, working, marching for a
better world.”
Newell, Docherty, and McClendon had all shared a transformative faith experience with Rev. George MacLeod at
the Iona Community in the Hebrides Isles of Scotland.
MacLeod taught that Christ’s message of love in the gospels leads us to build community founded on principles of
acceptance and equality. The message is reinforced by
the project of physically rebuilding the ancient monastery
of Iona. All participate fully, learning and working together to build community. All three men reported that
the experience was a powerful influence on their views of
faith and society and God’s call to work for social justice.
Newell was reminded of this experience by Docherty’s
blunt inquiry over the phone in early 1963. Docherty
barked, “Aren’t you the Newell I once met on Iona?” Docherty wanted to know how Newell could be applying
what he learned at the monastery in a place like
Georgetown! When Newell had trouble answering, Docherty pounced: “Look here, Newell. We’re starting a
ministry in the black community and we want you to
come down here and run it for us.” Over lunch the next
day, Docherty closed the deal for his new associate minister for the Inner City Project.
Born in 1927 in Detroit, Michigan, Philip Rutherford
Newell Jr. grew up in a privileged family, but soon became estranged from his parents. He served in the Merchant Marine on a Liberty ship near the end of the war,
and after his honorable discharge he was drafted into the
army from 1945 to 1947. He studied theology at Boston
University, and then to Harvard Divinity School. After his
Iona summer, he became a minister. Newell served briefly
at Old St. John’s Episcopal in Georgetown before accepting the call from George Docherty to make the move to
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church.

Newell moved on to New York City in 1976, to work
with the Presbyterian Church (USA) in urban ministry
and economic justice for two more decades. He unretired to lead the Welsh Congregational Church of
New York until 2016. He lived in Manhattan near Columbia University with his second wife, Dr. Madeleine
Tramm. NYAPC members remember his first wife,
Martha, who died in this city in 2008. Madeline and his
children Timothy, Charley, and Patsy, were all with him
when he died.
Sources:
Capital Witness: A History of the New York Avenue
Presbyterian Church. Dewey D. Wallace, Jr., Wilson
Golden, and Edith Holmes Snyder (editors), Franklin,
TN: Plumbline Media, 2011.
What is Your Calling? A Memoir. Rev. Philip R. Newell, Bloomington, IN: Balboa Press, 2017.
I’ve Seen the Day. Rev. George M. Docherty, Grand
Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Co., 1984.
Chocolate City: A History of Race and Democracy in
the Nation’s Capital. Chris Myers Asch and George
Derek Musgrove, Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2017.
Concrete Demands: The Search for Black Power in the
20th Century. Rhoda Y. Williams, New York:
Routledge, 2015.

The Reclaiming Jesus Revival
On Thursday, May 24, the Reclaiming Jesus Revival was
launched from the National City Christian Church. So
many people attended that there was livestreaming next
door at Luther Place Memorial Church. After the service,
people left the churches to walk silently down the street,
carrying candles, to Lafayette Park, where they were initially blocked by the Park Police, but shortly after were
allowed to fill the plaza in front of the White House. They
sang softly, “This Little Light of Mine”, waving their candles in the air.
Rev. Sam Dessordi Leite of St. Stephen and the Incarnation remarked on his Facebook page: “And we walked and
prayed and made new friends. As Bishop Michael Curry
said, ‘Love the neighbor you like and love the neighbor
you don’t like. Love the neighbor you agree with and the
neighbor you don’t agree with. Love your Democrat
neighbor, your Republican neighbor. Your black neighbor
and your white neighbor, your Anglo neighbor, your Latino, your LGBTQ neighbor. Love your neighbor. That’s
why we’re here.’”
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New Downtown Day Outreach Center

by Courtney Spearman, Alice Tewell and Roger Gench

We want to share news of an exciting opportunity for
the church to be a light for those experiencing homelessness, while at the same time make better use of
our underutilized Park Level space. The Downtown
Business Improvement District (BID) would like to
operate a comprehensive day service center, called
the Downtown Day Outreach Center, focused on
meeting the needs of those who experience homelessness in this city. This center would be a continuation
of a similar, less comprehensive program that the
BID ran from 2000-2008, which closed when its
building was redeveloped. The program would be run
by the BID but financially supported by the D.C.
government.
According to BID figures, 7,473 experienced homelessness in DC in 2017. One reason is the lack of
convenient access to services that provide a path to
successful placement into housing. The absence of
basic human services during the day for people experiencing homelessness further impairs their ability to
navigate the housing process. A drop-in center downtown would provide a single point of access to an array of services - including job placement, social
worker support, SNAP and other food programs, as
well as showers and laundry facilities – a proven
method of reducing homelessness which is currently
used in D.C. with homeless families.
Since 2015, the BID has been searching for affordable real estate downtown for a new center. Courtney
Spearman began conversations with the BID in 2017
on our shared use of the Triangle Park, advocating
for all members of our community who regularly use
that space. Out of those conversations emerged the
idea, and our enthusiasm, to be considered as the site
for the new Downtown Day Outreach Center.
The Downtown Day Outreach Center would run
Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., hours in which
the shelters are usually closed and those experiencing
homelessness need to find somewhere else to be. We
are in discussion about weekend use and hours, including Saturdays and Sunday afternoons. Weekends
would likely be phased in after a six-month trial period if all is going well.
With D.C. government support, the BID would provide significant social services, including:
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- Department of Human Services Housing Assessment services
- Economic Security Administration, providing
assessments for benefits including Temporary Cash
Assistance for Needy Families, Medical Assistance,
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, and
other programs
- Department of Employment Services, for job acquisition and retention
- Department of Behavioral Health, for counseling
services
- Department of Motor Vehicles for non-driver’s ID
- Unity Health Care, for urgent medical care and
connection to primary care physicians
- legal services through Washington Legal Clinic
for the Homeless
- Connection to federal disability benefits
- Case management
- Transportation support
Food and beverages would be provided through donations from local establishments. Food would not
be prepared on site. The BID would hire their own
staff to manage the program, and provide custodial
work and security. The plan is that after a start-up
period this downtown day center would not create
more work for our already very busy staff. Alice
and Jasmine, our Church Administrator, would be
the primary day-to-day church liaisons for the center.
The BID would pay for this program in large part
through a $2 million grant from the city to run such
a program in the downtown area. While we have
been in exploratory conversations for several
months, we are now moving quickly because the
D.C. Request for Applications was released on May
4th and was due on June 4th, with a decision from
the city in mid=to=late June. The BID needs to
have a host site confirmed for the June 4th proposal.
In addition to pursuing grant funding from the City
to run the program, the BID would also like to
make significant renovations to the Park Level.
These renovations would include making the Park
Level restrooms ADA accessible and adding showers and laundry facilities which would be monitored
and maintained by center staff during the hours of
operation. The rent that the BID would pay to lease
the space would cover all of the costs for running
the program and also help us raise much needed
capital for the church. The Session has approved us
(continued on p. 10)
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going forward with these conversations, and the Trustees
have been involved from the beginning and will handle the
negotiations for rent and terms of use.
Yes, this process is moving very fast in this latest
stage. Yes, there are a lot of questions to be addressed,
which we are working on now. These include questions
about entrance usage, security, impact on other tenants, and
sustainability of the funding cycle, as well as internal questions regarding relocation of current building uses, including Sunday School classes. We are working very hard to
address these questions through a comprehensive FAQ
document. As we endeavor to move forward, we want to
hear from you, too. Please direct questions and comments
to Courtney Spearman (courtneyspearman@gmail.com)
and/or to Alice Tewell (alice.tewell@nyapc.org).
We deeply believe that this is the opportunity that we have
been praying for, for some time now. This opportunity will
help support the bottom line of the church, which we have
frequently discussed, while also supporting those who are
the most marginalized in our city. We believe this Downtown Day Outreach Center is an opportunity to more fully
practice the theology we preach - to stand with the oppressed and in standing together to get to know each other
better as those created and loved by God. We hope we can
continue on this journey of discernment and hope together.
(updated from a Minute for Mission on May 13)
(Information Note: Rev. Linda Kaufman, who is working
for the BID on this project, is a member of the associate
clergy at St. Stephen and the Incarnation Episcopal
Church, and a good friend of Ruth and Fritz.)

Visitors Take Peace Candles
Visitors from Colorado, Cuba, New Jersey, New York, Texas,
and Washington, D.C. recently worshiped at NYAPC and took
peace candles back to their home churches, spreading the light
of God’s peace and love. They are:
Betsy and Eric Lattamer
United Church of the San Juan
Ridgway, CO

Gail Walker
Salvation Baptist Church
Brooklyn, NY

Rev. Joel Ortega Dopico
Presbyterian Church of
Varadero
Varadero, Cuba

Denise Perry
Clear Creek Community
Church
League City, TX

The Davis Family
Sarakich A. Baugh
Allentown Presbyterian Church Washington, D.C.
Allentown, NJ
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Rev. Farouk Hammo, Baghdad
Presbyterian Church, to Visit NYAPC
by Marilyn J. Seiber

On Sunday morning, July 1, Rev. Farouk Hammo, pastor
of NYAPC’s partner church, the National Evangelical
(Presbyterian) Church in Baghdad, will lead an Adult
Christian Education class and participate in worship with
Moment for Mission and Time with Children. The Peace
and Justice Committee will host an informal lunch after
the 10:00 a.m. worship service where Rev. Hammo will
give brief remarks and give the congregation an opportunity to meet him and ask questions about the church in
Baghdad.
Rev. Hammo was previously in Washington in July 2017
with the Chair of the PC(USA) Iraq Partnership Network
but was here for just four days mid-week. He was able to
have lunch with Revs. Roger Gench and Alice Tewell and
members of the Peace & Justice Committee but was not
here for Sunday worship.
Rev. Hammo will attend the PC(USA) General Assembly
June 16-23 as an invited international participant. From
there he will visit churches in Atlanta, San Antonio,
Greenville, SC, and then Washington, D.C. After his arrival Friday evening, June 29, he will speak Saturday morning at the presbytery’s Global Mission Network meeting at
Vienna Presbyterian Church. He will return to Baghdad
on Monday, July 2.
We look forward to his visit with us.
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NYAPC Adopts New Financial
System; ATF Sunsets June 30
by Edith Snyder

“We live in a society that would like to bracket out

money and possessions (politics and economics) from
ultimate questions. The Bible insists otherwise.”
Money and Possessions, Walter Brueggemann
For the last four years, the Accounting Task Force
(ATF), created by the Board of Trustees, has worked to
re-imagine and re-create a financial management and
accounting system for the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church. Now, with this new financial system in
place, initial training in the system completed, and the
successful independent audit of NYAPC’s 2017 books
accomplished, the task force has finished its work and
will cease to exist on June 30, 2018.
What is this system that has required so much time and
effort? It is NYAPC’s financial infrastructure, as critical
to the church’s ministries and programs as the building
that houses them and the volunteers and staff that provide and oversee these activities.

An Elevator Pitch

Over the last several months, the ATF has composed the
following description—or “elevator pitch”—of the new
financial and accounting system. In brief:

God calls all of us to think and act persistently
and consistently in right relationship with God.
This requires us to discern the ministries in which we,
as a congregation of God’s disciples, engage and the
resources required for such engagement. We recognize
that there is a one-to-one relationship between our having and faithfully using resources and our effectiveness
in ministry engagement. In other words, we need to become “resource literate”—to understand what each of
our ministries, or programs, requires and to carefully
manage those resources.

The ATF has designed a financial management
and accounting system in which the entire
church community participates.
The system expects all of us — the congregation, pastors and other staff members, and church leaders — to
trust one another and be mutually accountable to each
other as we encourage generosity, intelligently seek the
resources required for effective ministry engagement,
and faithfully manage and account for the use of resources entrusted to the church for its ministries.
No longer is any one person, such as the Senior Ac-

Page 11

countant, or small group within NYAPC, such as the Finance Committee, solely responsible for its finances and
fiscal health. That responsibility now belongs to all of us.

The system is described in a manual that has
been approved or endorsed by all the church
boards for our common use.
The manual describes in detail the roles and responsibilities each of us is called to act upon and the procedures
that are to be followed in managing and accounting for
the resources entrusted to the church for its ministries.
The Financial Manual is also a living document that will
be updated as needed and as we collectively gain experience with it. In fact, since January when the manual was
first approved by the Session and the Board of Trustees
and endorsed by the Board of Deacons and the Board of
Diaconal Ministers, the ATF has collected several changes that have now been incorporated in it. The task force
has asked that the boards review and approve or endorse
this updated document once more this June before the
ATF concludes its work.

Guiding Principles
The manual describes the nine principles on which the
financial system is based—(1) abundance of generosity
of heart, mind, soul, and strength; (2) transparency; (3)
mutual accountability; (4) confidentiality of giving; (5)
respect for donor intent; (6) stewardship of and responsibility to the whole community; (7) one holistic church
budget, including all fund sources and all expenditures,
constructed around a natural system of accounting; (8)
spending first from restricted funds; and (9) compliance
with standard, normative financial practices.
These principles and the policies and procedures the Financial Manual details apply equally to everyone in the
NYAPC community. In addition, the manual includes
new conflicts of interest and whistleblower policies the
church has not had in the past.

Training and the Dropbox
Throughout May, the ATF conducted four training sessions about the new financial system. These sessions
were tailored to the specific roles of each group: the
boards, clusters, and officers of the church (responsible
for oversight of the ministries/programs each board manages); the leaders of the many ministries and programs
NYAPC provides (responsible for budgeting for and
monitoring expenses of these specific activities); the
church staff (on whom we all depend to ensure that ministries/programs are carried out day-to-day as we intend);
and the congregation at large (which funds most of the
work of the church). The task force greatly appreciates
(continued on p. 12)

Page 12

AVENEWS

(continued from p. 11)

the participation of all who attended these training sessions as well as members who came to the May 20 Congregational Sunday “Fun with Money (Really!)” program, hosted by the Nurture Committee.
Working with Lance Jameson, NYAPC’s Senior Accountant, the ATF has also established a central repository on the web-based service, Dropbox, to house
monthly, quarterly, and annual church financial reports
and documents, including the Financial Manual, current
and past church budgets, the list of financial points of
contact for each ministry/program, and training materials. This online resource, accessible to all, will be updated regularly and is critical to the smooth functioning of
the church financial system. Please contact Lance Jameson if you would like an emailed invitation and link to
view the NYAPC Financial System folder on Dropbox
(lance.jameson@nyapc.org).
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money and possessions in our lives,” Rev. Tewell said.
She connected concern for how we use our financial and
other resources to provide current and future ministries—
from keeping the church open as much as possible for
those who need warmth, cooling, and bathrooms and offering programs for those suffering from mental illness and
tutoring for the children of this city, to new opportunities
such as housing a Downtown Day Outreach Center for
those experiencing homelessness. She spoke of her new
understanding that the church’s financial system is “the
greatest source of providing abundance for ministry.”
“It is my hope,” Rev. Tewell concluded, “that we as a
church might hear the prophetic calling to choose abundance over scarcity, …faith over fear, …the common good
of the neighbor over the desires of self, and to be a place
that may provide Sabbath rest for all.”

Congregational Sunday: It Takes a Church

Looking to the Future
What next steps can members of the congregation anticipate as the ATF goes out of business? First, members
can expect ongoing education about church finances.
The pastors, Clerk of Session, and Presidents of the
Boards of Trustees, Deacons, and Diaconal Ministers
have agreed to regularly describe for the congregation
through Minutes for Mission and other means of communication how the many activities in which the church
is engaged fit into the NYAPC budget, how those ministries and programs use the money allocated to them, and
when they need additional resources. This educational
effort will be year-round, rather than during stewardship
season only, and will be coordinated by the Funds Development Cluster.
These church leaders have further pledged to provide
regular written reports to the congregation about the
church’s fiscal health and to create annual budgets that
reasonably match resources with ministry/program expenses. The Trustees will assume primary responsibility
for these reports.
Finally, NYAPC’s leadership has also agreed to instruct
the Nominating Committee to be sensitive to our collective need to elect officers who are—or are willing to
learn to be—“resource literate.” Throughout its work,
the ATF has had a vision for how we might best manage
the resources entrusted to us as a church. In her May 27
sermon, “Leaving the Regime,” Rev. Alice Tewell clearly articulated what the task force has had in mind, drawing on the scriptures for the day from Exodus 16 and
Genesis 2:1-4 and theses contained in theologian Walter
Brueggemann’s 2016 book, Money and Possessions.
NYAPC’s new financial system “[ties] our financial understanding and literacy to the ultimate questions about

(photo by Tom Dunlap)
(From left to right) ATF members Edith Snyder, John H.
Quinn, Jr., and Jim Spearman. Other major contributors
not pictured here include: ATF members Brian Dewhurst,
John Davies, Karl Hoffman, Lance Jameson, John Schultheis, Mike Smith, and Alice Tewell; Financial Manual
reviewers David Brown, Rebecca Davis, Miriam
Dewhurst, Roger Gench, Karen Milam, and Eleanor Pratt;
and Your Part-Time Controller (YPTC) staff members
Harriet Cutshall, Dan Ianni, Melinda McGlohon, Bob
McMurtry, and Rosalyn Unalivia.
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NYAPC Presbyterian Women Invited to
Mosque for Iftar
by Marilyn J. Seiber

Five NYAPC Presbyterian Women—Barb Dornan,
Anne Laroche, Marilyn Seiber, Lenora Thierry, and
Sonia Wall—attended Iftar (a breaking-the-fast meal) at
the Ezher Bloom Mosque in Fairfax, VA on Sunday,
May 20, 2018. Mr. Mehmet Ayaz, the Interfaith Outreach Volunteer at the Institute of Islamic and Turkish
Studies/Ezher Bloom Mosque, extended the invitation.
Associate Pastor Alice Tewell had attended an Iftar at
the mosque last year, and Presbyterian Women had previously invited the women of the mosque to lunch in
Fairfax.
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Muslims break their fast at the time of the call to prayer
for the evening meal. The month and days of Ramadan
vary each year, and Ramadan this year was May16 to
June14, 2018. Traditionally after the call to prayer, the
fast is broken with water, dates, fruits, juice, or just dates
and water before prayers and then the Iftar meal follows
prayers. Because summer has longer days, the fast begins
around 3:30 a.m. and lasts until 8:30 p.m. A hearty breakfast is eaten at 3:00 a.m. Younger children are not required to fast unless they wish to do so, nor are the elderly, pregnant or nursing women, or those ill or with medical conditions. During the hours of fasting, no food or
water is taken. Angela said that it is always difficult the
first few days, but one gets used to it.
Prior to the call to prayer, we went to the mosque and
were told the process and meaning of prayers. The Koran
is read only in Arabic, but people memorize and repeat
the Arabic phrases even if they cannot read them. The
purpose of Ramadan is a dedication to doing good and
helping others. Muslims also commit to Zakat, or tithing.
They give 2.5 % of their wealth or income to the mosque,
or it can be distributed to poor relatives or others who are
needy.
During dinner, we had wonderful and lively conversations
with members of the mosque, including Imam Sami
Kocak. We look forward to continuing the relationship
with the members of Ezher Bloom Mosque. We hope to
arrange a program for them soon at NYAPC for our next
gathering together!

Angela Ayaz greeted us warmly and explained the practices of Ramadan and the background of the Ezher
Bloom Mosque. We met in the dining room/library (it
is an Institute of Islamic/Turkish Studies) The mosque
was established in Fairfax in 2007, and was named after
a flower in Egypt and one of the oldest Muslim institutes in Egypt. Imam Sami Kocak explained that the
mosque’s outreach program works with many churches
in the area, and that Rev. Henry Brinton at Fairfax Presbyterian is a close friend. The church is only 5-10
minutes from the mosque, and they have several programs together.
Angela Ayaz explained that Iftar is the evening meal
when Muslims end their daily Ramadan fast at sunset.
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Our Kids Graduate!
by Paul Dornan

A handsome group of high school graduates and tutors
sat at the front of our Sanctuary facing a proud and appreciative audience of students, tutors and parents. They
all had come for the 57th annual Community Club
Awards Ceremony on the evening of May 24. Thirteen
of the 17 graduates were present for the celebration; two
others were attending their school graduations, and two
others were participating in a major track meet. Our 17
graduates had attended nine different DC high schools.
The student/tutor pairs had spent an average of 3.6 years
together, and two had been together for nine years. One
student, in fact, observed that he had spent half his life
with his mentor.
Each pair was given the opportunity to introduce and offer an appreciation of his/her partner; most chose to, and
the results, as always, were funny and heartfelt and moving. Tutors spoke of their students’ growth — physical,
mental and in character — and the ways in which they,
the tutors, had learned from and had been blessed by
knowing their students. Students talked of their initial
impressions of their tutors and how these strangers had
somehow morphed into friends – and in the process had
helped them with homework and with life.
This remarkable senior class received acceptances from
58 different institutions of higher education. All 17 at
this point intend to attend a college or university. Among
other schools, they have decided to enter Bucknell,
Coastal Carolina, Delaware State, Garrett, George Washington, Georgetown, Howard, Morehouse, Norfolk State,
Rochester and Virginia Commonwealth. Three seniors
will be entering schools at which they have received full
rides.
One student, Demetrius, described his encounter with his
tutor this way:
“Most great things
in life come in unexpected ways or circumstances. One of
the greatest things
that happened in my
life in an unexpected
way was meeting
Christina and having
the pleasure of talking with her every
week.” Would that
every young person
– and tutor – had
that special experience!
Demetrius and Christina

Students and their
tutors
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Icons at NYAPC
During Advent and again during Lent, NYAPC displayed icons which portray events in the Bible quite
differently from the predominantly white images often
seen in our churches.

Black Madonnas for Advent
Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas, a recent visiting McClendon Scholar, has spoken and written about ingrained
racial assumptions in American culture, including
many churches’ portrayal of “Whiteness as the gateway to God.” She suggested one positive step for
NYAPC would be to diversify the sacred imagery in
worship and other spaces. To this end, the Trustees
established an Art Advisory Task Force, and last Advent season we offered an initial measure by including
Black Madonnas in our Sanctuary.

Our Lady of Częstochowa
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An ancient tradition in Europe, “Black Madonnas
have proved themselves as devotional aids within ecclesial life over the course of centuries” (Univ. of
Dayton Marian Research Institute). Why Black Madonnas? One theory holds that traditional images were
darkened to illustrate a text from the Song of Songs: "I
am black but beautiful." Another is that the Black Madonna is the ancient earth-goddess converted to Christianity.
One of our Advent Madonnas is “Our Lady of Częstochowa,” a revered icon of the Virgin Mary housed at
the Jasna Góra Monastery in Częstochowa, Poland,
dating to the 14th century. Painted in a Byzantine style
by the Jasna Gora monks, Mary is marked by a somber expression and two scars, which according to legend, were left in 1430 when the Hussites looted the
monastery and a looter struck the painting twice with
his sword. When the painting was restored in the 19th
century, the scars remained and Mary’s skin may have
been painted somewhat darker than the original, olivetoned image. This icon has been a major destination
for pilgrims and tourists in Poland for centuries.

Our second icon is a Madonna painting by Patricia
Brintle. She is a contemporary artist born and raised in
Haiti and living in the U.S. She paints scenes of Haitian life and abstract images animated by light, giving
her work a delicacy while remaining powerfully physical.
(continued on p. 16)
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(continued from p. 15)

With the new display, we hope the NYA congregation
will experience a richer sense of Mary and the Christ
Child as experienced through history and around the
world.

Icons for Lent
Two new icons appeared in the Sanctuary for the Lenten season, as part of NYAPC's ongoing efforts to display and appreciate the cultural diversity within ChrisThe Last Supper foot washing scene is traditional Ethiopian Orthodox Church art as replicated by monks
over the past 15 centuries.

Pictures of Staff Members Posted in Lobby

tianity.
The portrayal of Christ's entry into Jerusalem is by an
artist of the Orthodox Church in (we believe) Romania.
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Some Activities of the DMV Sanctuary
Network of Congregations
by Fritz von Fleckenstein
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Thursday night. More than 1,700 people have signed a petition calling for his release. Ruth and I were present when
DMV Sanctuary delivered this petition to the ICE Office in
Baltimore.
Unfortunately, Frederick County is collaborating with ICE
-- and supporting a federal mass deportation agenda that is
separating families and tearing apart our community - in at
least two ways, including a 287(g) agreement and a detention contract.

Prince’s wife Sheniece speaks at ICE Office in Baltimore
The DMV Sanctuary Network of Congregations has been
extraordinarily active during the last few months. Congregations have held Know Your Rights Trainings, helped
publicize the plight of immigrants and asylum seekers in
this country, and offered direct aid to affected people. We
even had a baby shower for a young expectant mother!
Recently, ICE and the border patrol have stepped up the
intensity of their actions, creating very dangerous situations
for immigrants, their communities and the very safety of
our country.
One such case is that of Prince Gbohoutou, an asylum seeker from the Central African Republic (CAR), who is married to a U.S. citizen, is DACA-eligible, has built a career
as an artist — and is in danger of immediate deportation.
Prince was detained by ICE during a routine check-in and is
currently being held at the Frederick County Detention
Center run by the County Sherriff’s Department.
On May 24, without notifying his lawyer or his wife, Shaniece, Prince was quietly moved from detention in Maryland to JFK Airport in NYC for deportation. He was beaten
by ICE agents as they attempted to deport him. Even as ICE
officers drove him to the airport, Prince repeatedly expressed his fear of going back to the CAR, where Prince’s
own mother was killed by uniformed officials. With remarkable bravery, he continued to repeatedly express fear
for his life if returned. When called by a flight attendant, the
plane’s captain refused to allow ICE to force him on board.
Prince's wife, Shaniece, and one of our organizers visited
him in detention in Frederick County the day after his ordeal at JFK, and witnessed multiple bruises on both his
shins. Prince also said he now is walking with a limp.
We’re deeply concerned about further ICE retaliation
against Prince for bravely standing up for himself that

287(g) is a voluntary partnership agreement entered into by
the Frederick County Sheriff's Department and ICE that
gives sheriff’s deputies the authority to act like ICE agents.
Not only does this cost county taxpayer dollars that could
be better spent elsewhere, it also allows for community residents like Prince to be held in detention in Frederick, in ICE
custody, often ending in expedited deportation. Through its
detention contract, the county makes money every single
day - $83 per day for each of the immigrant neighbors who
are held inside.
Through the complicity of our community, Frederick County participates in the movement of detained individuals
away from their families and their support systems and
profits off of the deportation and detentions of these individuals.
Prince is one of the many community members who are
shuttled through Frederick County’s prison. Often these
detentions are silent and unnoticed.
DMV Sanctuary wanted to use our voices and our presence
to stand witness to this detention and bring light to all the
people who are detained or housed in this jail under Frederick County’s voluntary adoption of both a detention contract and a 287(g) agreement. Kathy Doan went with this
delegation of people to the Frederick County Jail on June 8,
and reported that the Sherriff’s Deputies there were more
amenable to persuasion than the ICE officers in Baltimore.
Some people were let into the facility.
As we write this account, new outrages are being committed
by ICE and the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Agency. Children are being forcibly removed from their parents
and sent to separate detention facilities, often housed in
wire cages that look remarkably like animal cages. They
are confused and frightened, and their parents often do not
know where they are being kept. Pray for everyone who is
involved in remedying this situation, and PLEASE VOTE!
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NYAPC Delegation Meets New First Havana Pastor,
Worships on Palm Sunday with Congregation
by Marilyn J. Seiber

On March 19-26, 2018, a delegation of nineteen people from
NYAPC, Old Presbyterian Meeting House, St. John’s Episcopal
Church and St. Mary’s Catholic Church visited partner church
First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana. We met First Havana’s new pastor, Rev. Liudmila Hernández, who had just returned from meetings in Brazil. In addition to our seeing First
Havana’s missions and activities, we also had the opportunity for
new experiences that allowed us to meet more of the congregation
and to share our own church experiences with them. The culmination of our visit was sharing and participating in Palm Sunday worship.
Rev. Liudmila Hernández
was installed as First
Havana’s pastor in January 2018 after having
served four years as pastor in a church in El Centro Presbytery. One can
see and feel the excitement and new energy that
the congregation has that
was reflected in our visit.
Rev. Hernández hopes to
have greater involvement
of the congregation in
church visits and activities. Hence, church
members including Elders and the Clerk of
Session worked in the
kitchen to prepare and
serve meals to our group,
rather than hiring a temporary chef and staff as
has been past practice.
She also wants to have more programs for children and youth.
Among the new “getting to know you” experiences were:
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and talk about their life with the church and their activities and
families. An evening panel of our delegation members representing the four churches described for First Havana members a few
of the mission programs and activities that we have. NYAPC
described the Radcliffe Room program, Community Club, 7 to 9,
and Young Adults, among others.
Finally, we brought a suitcase of fabric and sewing supplies that
Rev. Hernández requested to start a Sewing Circle at the church.
Susan Tilt, liturgical artist who has made the stoles and other
communion table items and paraments in the past, provided the
materials. When told that Susan plans to come to Cuba next year,
Rev. Hernández immediately asked if Susan would be willing to
give a sewing workshop for church members.
In addition to new activities, we visited First Havana’s missions
and programs: the Friendly Telephone hotline service led by two
church staff psychologists, the School for the Elderly, also led by
a church psychologist, the Project Library that is open to the
neighborhood children (and anyone) to study after school and
learn English in the summer, Project Tai Chi in which we participated, the weekly Prayer Group and the Open Sanctuary. We
were treated to a Villazul Band performance at the church for
music and dancing – then on Sunday they gave us a special performance in a private room at the famous La Bodegita del Medio
where they are the star performers. Band members of Villazul
are members of First Havana.
Worship on Palm Sunday was beautiful and joyous with a procession of children with palm fronds in which some of our delegation participated, wonderful music, a terrific sermon, and a welcoming congregation. We presented Rev. Hernández with a stole
made by Susan Tilt that reflects the partnership of the two Presbyterian churches with Cuban flowers and birds. Cuba Partners
presented a “matching” (almost) stole to Rev. Alice Tewell at the
same time in Washington, D.C. that had Washington, D.C. cherry
blossoms and Presbyterian church symbols as well.
As a culmination to our week, we had our traditional “Staff Appreciation Night” and gave gift bags and individual thank-you’s
to the First Havana staff for making our visit memorable and
meaningful.
We are ready for next year’s trip in April 2019.

During our visit with the School for the Elderly at the church--a
weekly program of learning and movement for seniors --we were
asked to share the programs of ministry that our own churches
have for the elderly.
Before we arrived, we were asked to bring ideas for games to share
and play—and candy!—for a fun American Game Night with congregation members. We brought the games—not board games, but
group games — and had a fun evening.
A beautiful Lenten Retreat at the church replaced the traditional
Shared Bible Study and was led by Rev. Hernández and church
members. It was a moving and very meaningful retreat. Rev.
Liudmila planned to use the Shared Bible Study materials and pictures provided by Rev. Frances Taylor Gench for a Holy Week
Bible study.
We had the wonderful opportunity to visit four seniors from the
church in their homes. It was a unique experience to meet them

Palm Sunday Service

Alice with her new stole
The Delegation
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Cuba Supply Drive 2018 – Best Ever!
by Aryn Myers

The fourth annual Cuba Partners Committee (CPC) Supply Drive
was again a resounding success. Our partner church in Cuba is
Primera Iglesia Presbiteriana-Reformada de la Habana, First
Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana, or First Havana for
short. Similar to NYAPC, First Havana supports a tremendous
amount of outreach in the community surrounding the church.
Our annual trip brings supplies in support of several of their local
ministries, mainly distributing clothing, medicines, and toiletries.
As in all previous years, First Havana provided us a list of their
top priority needs. Due to the U.S. trade embargo, it is extraordinarily difficult and very expensive to get over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, home goods, and even basic toiletries. Our donations of these items, along with clothing, toys, and light IT equipment (USB drives, cords, cables) will be distributed to the congregation and local community as needed.
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our first time meeting her, and what a wonderful introduction!
God’s blessings were on us through the partnership between
NYAPC and First Havana and through the contributions of several congregations (and denominations!) in the local area. We can’t
wait to see what blessings we’ll see for next year’s trip. Keep
your eyes open for the supply drive in 2019!

Packing event – starting to load up the suitcases

As there were several other churches joining in the 2018 trip,
their congregations were welcomed to participate in the supply
drive. Katherine Leiden also received a grant through Thrivent, a
Christian financial services firm, which provided even more contributions of linens and home goods!
When all of the donations were brought to NYAPC for the
“packing party” on March 14, it was truly incredible to see such
abundance and generosity. Trip participants helped by unloading,
sorting, then packing the supplies into suitcases for the journey to
Havana. (While direct mail does now exist between Cuba and the
US, it is very expensive and extremely slow. Thus it is still more
expedient to bring as much as possible when we go in person.)

Organizing the
medical supplies
and vitamins

All packed!

In fact, there was such a strong response to the call for suitcases,
we were able to give nearly ten extras to the Radcliffe Room
ministry. With the help of NYAPC and St. John’s Episcopal
Church in D.C., and the Old Presbyterian Meeting House and St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in Alexandria, contents were packed into
19 suitcases for each person to hand-carry in addition to their
own luggage. Some trip participants even took multiple bags to
ensure everything was delivered.
In terms of actual donations, there was a virtual mountain of
clothing for women, men, and children that was simply too much
to itemize. There were also piles of toiletries! We were able to
get some headcounts of key products, which were, among other
things:
Multiple boxes of crayons (344 crayons in total!), play dough,
colored pencils, and other kids goodies
6 sets of pillowcases
6 soccer balls
10 pairs of shoes
11 sets of towels
15 toothbrushes
79 bottles of vitamins
113 + a few more bottles of various medicines (some additional
bottles were discovered after the count)
368 bars of soap
On arrival in Havana, delivery was held until Saturday, which is
when the First Havana’s newly installed pastor, Reverend
Liudmila Hernandez, returned from an international trip. It was

Donations delivered to First Havana

With Pastora Hernandez
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First Havana Renovates

by Marilyn Seiber

As NYAPC visitors to our partner church know, the First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana is an aging, urban church with
weather and environment, financing and materials as major factors contributing to its deterioration. Good news just arrived from
First Havana! They have begun a complete renovation of the
church that will fix its aging electrical wiring (dangling on the
outside of the building), jerry-rigged power systems in the building, plumbing that is fragile and often does not work, air conditioning that barely works, the library and clothing center…the
challenges are endless!
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Cathy Wambui’s Wedding
On April 14, Cathy Wambui, the departing Social Worker/
Director of the Njoro Orphans and Vulnerable Children Program
in Kenya, was married. Here are some pictures of her wedding.

Carmina Blasco, Elder at First Havana, accountant for the Synod
(national) of the Presbyterian Church, and interpreter extraordinaire for our visits, wrote to First Havana’s partners with the
good news of this project and thanks to First Havana’s partners
for providing support for this amazing project. Here is Carmina’s
message to us as well as photos of the project:
Dear brothers and sisters,
The First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana is making
some renovations on our building and sanctuary to improve the
conditions of every
room and try to
develop our ministries in a better
way. The renovations wouldn’t
have been possible
without your generous contribution
and willingness to
help to do them.
They began last
January with the
total renovation of
the plumbing to fix
the poor conditions of the access
to water. Right
now, the electricity, the dormitories,
the clothing center
are in the process
to be fixed. It’s
going to take the
rest of the year, probably, to end them up. New air conditioners
are being installed to make comfortable the different offices, as
well as the dormitories for our guests. The library is part of a
larger project to welcome children and teenagers to help them to
study, research and enjoy the present computing technologies.
Sending several emails with pictures taken today to show you
what we are doing. As time goes on, I’ll send you more pictures
to let you know the progress of all the renovations. Thank you,
very, very much, for your generosity, interest, kindness and love.
Carmina
Young couple with Orphans and Vulnerable Children

AVENEWS

June 2018

2018 August NYAPC Mission Trip
to Njoro, Kenya
by Beth Braxton

When eleven NYAPC folks were not able to make the
journey as anticipated, we went to "the highways and byways” and now have a group including an executive director of a nonprofit organization in North Carolina dealing
with child abuse and prevention and her teenage daughter, two theatre folks from Arlington, and a Kenyan from
the Sister Goshen International Church in Richmond who
have assisted in our OVC program before.
The group is busy now with not only filing our visas and
getting malaria suppressants and yellow fever shots, but
also with planning dramas, crafts and games for a week of
discussion, Bible study and fun!
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Rev. Joel Ortega Dopico Visits NYAPC
by Marilyn Seiber

On May 20, 2018, Rev. Joel Ortega Dopico, Presbyterian
pastor in Varadero, Cuba and President of the Cuban Council of Churches, visited NYAPC and worshiped with us at
both services. Rev. Ortega had visited NYAPC once in the
past but has been to Washington, D.C. several times—most
recently in January 2018—to work with PC(USA) and meet
with congressional members and the State Department.
The organization IFCO/Pastors for Peace sponsored Rev.
Ortega’s trip to the United States and visits to Detroit, Chicago, and several other cities to support normal relations
between the United States and Cuba.

The congregation is invited to participate in this mission
journey to Njoro by contributing to the list of items for our
OVC ‘Bible School’ program and the individual students
and their families listed here:
Bible study booklets
small pocket bibles
bar soap
plastic mugs
aprons
kitchen hand towels
lotion
t-shirts (medium, large and extra large)
soccer balls and rubber balls
jump ropes
pencils
erasers
socks for boys and girls
OR a cash donation
Thank you so very much. We will keep the congregation
posted on any further needs for the journey. Much gratitude for all the contributions and prayers.

Rev. Ortega gave greetings to the NYAPC congregation at
both services during the Moment for Mission and participated in the Congregational Sunday in Peter Marshall Hall
where he had the opportunity to meet and talk with members of the congregation.
Rev. Ortega studied at the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Matanzas, Cuba and became a Presbyterian pastor in
1997. While continuing to serve as a pastor in Varadero, he
became Vice President of the Cuban Council of Churches in
2008 and its President in 2012. In that position he played an
important role in the steps toward normal relations between
the U.S. and Cuba at the end of President Obama’s administration. He was present at the historical opening of the
Cuban embassy in Washington, D.C. and the U.S. Embassy
in Havana. He was involved in the visits of both Pope Francis and President Obama to Cuba. He has traveled to
assemblies and conferences in thirty countries.
We welcomed Rev. Ortega’s presence with us!

Here is a photo of the team in our 2018 t-shirts!

AVENEWS
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June 2018

Rev. Héctor Méndez Sends Greetings
by Marilyn J. Seiber

On Pentecost May 20:
On this PENTECOST DAY we need to be instruments
of the HOLY SPIRIT to bring more PEACE to those
around us. God bless you!

TRANSITIONS

On May 29:

BAPTISMS

In Cuba the rain has caused floods and we also had the
tragedy of the plane crash with 112 people killed including ten Pastors of the Church of the Nazarene.

Eleanor Grace England and Virginia Mae England, daughters of Mary Elizabeth England and
Jonathan Wesley Sealey England, March 25

We need to continue praying for the situation in Cuba.
People are very frustrated, especially young people and
do not expect any change in the future. Young people
only want to leave Cuba for any place. It is very sad.

Wyatt William Baer, son of Devon Jean Seiber
Baer and Neal Homer Baer, Jr., April 22

Greetings to all our friends in CHURCH.
BENDICIONES (Blessings),
Óneida y Héctor Mendez

Elizabeth Marilyn Hutt, Beatrice Clare Hutt and
Naomi Louise Hutt, daughters of Sarah Mellam
Steverman and Robert John Hutt, April 29

DEATHS
Chalmers Marquis, long-term member of our congregation, having joined our church with his wife Leonora in 1991, died on March 24.
The Jamandre and Amor families grieve the sudden
death of Orlando V. Jamandre, on April 2.
The youngest brother of Glory Eyong died suddenly
in Cameroon on April 14.
Beulah Bates Tindall, great aunt of Barry Tindall,
died recently in Allentown, NJ at the age of 102.
Rosalie Utter, mother of Sandy Utter, died on April
27 at the age of 96.
Ken Carpenter, died on May 16 at the age of 93.

