Information for Visitors
We extend a warm welcome to visitors! We invite you to sign the guest book at the rear of
the Sanctuary.
Christmas Joy envelopes are available in the pews. Each year during the Advent and
Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus
Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by providing
assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and developing our
future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.
When bulletins are waved during worship at NYAPC, it is a sign of appreciation for the
music or other contribution to the service. It is an action which we learned from our partner
church, the First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana, as an alternative to clapping.
For the wavers, it is an expression of joy in the moment and our connections with sisters and
brothers in faith.
If you have been worshipping regularly at NYAPC and do not yet have a permanent
nametag or have somehow mislaid your permanent nametag, please fill out a blank form with
your name in the envelopes on either of the nametag kiosks in the narthex and the church
entryway on the first floor. You will find your permanent nametag on one of the kiosks on
one of the next two Sundays. Nametags are just one more way New York Avenue strives to
be a welcoming presence in Washington!
You are invited to join us for worship on Sundays! On December 31, we will hold one
service at 10:00 a.m. Adult, children and youth educations resumes when we return to our
regular schedule with worship services at 8:45 and ll:00 a.m. on January 7. Professional child
care is available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 Noon.
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Opportunities for Service

Celebration of Worship

7-2-9 Club – Enjoy a Wednesday evening (yes, from 7 to 9 p.m.), September through June,
with guests recovering from mental illness. There are games, entertainment, refreshments
and time for making friends. Contact Spence Gibbins, spencergib@aol.com

The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church
welcomes all people into community,
worship, service and leadership.

Community Club – Washington D.C.’s oldest tutoring and mentorship program for
public and charter school students needs adult volunteers to make a difference in a child’s
life. Students and volunteers meet at the church on Thursday nights during the school year.
Please contact Tom Karr or Shamika Bradley at directors@communityclub.org or go to
www.communityclub.org for more information.
New York Avenue Education Foundation – The NYAF mission is to be a catalyst of
educational advancement for youth in need throughout the Washington, D.C. community.
Annually, it solicits proposals and awards grants to grassroots nonprofits, including
Community Club, to further impact D.C. students. Contact Brian Schimming,
nyavefoundation@gmail.com to learn more. Shopping at Amazon? Be sure to select the
NYAF as your charity-of-choice at www.smile.amazon.com. Every purchase helps a child
in need.
Food for the Hungry – Non-perishable food donations are needed by the Capital Area
Food Bank, the large nonprofit hunger and nutrition education resource in the Washington
area. Please place your donations in the baskets located at the rear of the Sanctuary or at
the front desk.
Radcliffe Room Ministry – Come join our homeless guests, Sundays, 8:15-9:45 a.m., for
hymn singing, refreshments and socializing. Donations of umbrellas, rain gear, clothing,
toiletries, and transportation money are needed. Contact Eleanor Robins,
robinseleanor@hotmail.com
The Peace Candle – Visitors are invited to take a Peace Candle home to their
congregations. Candles are at the back, right side, of the sanctuary. Please sign the note
card there, so we may know who you are. For more information about the Peace and
Justice Committee activities, contact Marilyn Seiber, mjs1wan2@gmail.com.
Triangle Park Committee – Working with the National Park Service to ensure
maintenance and oversee the flower and plant beds along the church wall, we meet 4-6
times a year, conduct business via email, and schedule work days as needed. Contact
Marilyn Seiber, mjs1wan2@gmail.com or Barry Tindall, barrytindall@verizon.net.
NYAPC's Young Adults – For more information about Faith on Tap, Bible Study, other
fellowship and service activities, or to be added to the e-mail list, contact Helen Anthony
(shanthon@ncsu.edu) or Taylor Allison (taylorallison93@gmail.com).
NYAPC Parent’s Listserve – For more information about ministry for infants to high
schoolers, or to be added to the email list, contact Associate Pastor Alice Tewell
(alice.tewell@nyapc.org).
Annual Stewardship - Each of the ministries described on this page, as well as everything
else that happens at this church, is supported in a significant way by Annual Stewardship
giving. Annual Stewardship is the act of making a financial pledge to the church operating
budget for a year and completing that pledge. It is a deep personal and congregational
theological act, and it is essential to the worship, community, and mission of this
church! Members, affiliates, and friends are all invited to participate in Annual Stewardship.
Please contact Lance Jameson, the church book keeper, Rachel Browning and Kim
Johnson, the chair of the Annual Stewardship Committee, or Rev. Roger Gench, the
Senior Pastor, for more information, questions, or to make your pledge.
We are in need of volunteers to help make NYAPC a welcoming place for our
visitors and members by staffing the welcome table in the narthex, 20-30 minutes before a
Sunday service greeting and then 15-20 minutes after, to chat with visitors and members
during coffee time. For more details, visit http://bit.ly/1OFPh6r. If you are interested in
signing up for one (or more!) services, please contact Helen Anthony at
shanthon@ncsu.edu or Paul Dornan at pbdornanp@aol.com.

Christmas Eve Holy Communion
December 24, 2017
8:00 p.m.
The worship service begins with a brief period for personal meditation and the Prelude.
Incarnate God, we worship You this Holy Night.
We think of the babe in arms, gripping Mary’s finger tight, without words and without
explanation. We remember that we were all once babes, and that we will forever be
Your beloved children held in Your eternal love. Amen.
Prelude

Carols for Cello and Organ
Michael Hermann, Cello

“What Child is This”
Greensleeves
*The Lighting of Advent Candles:
The Snyder Family
The Christ Candle Lighters
Call to Worship
Leader: There are five candles in our ring. In expectation of this Holy day,
we have lit one each week of Advent. These candles connect us
with generations who have come long before us. These are the
candles that bring us together as we seek to be in relationship with
one another. These candles shine reminding us of God’s light that
shines in the darkness.
All: Living Christ, light of the world, give us the warmth of Your
love.
Leader: We lit the first candle for Hope as a prayer in our suffering world,
that God may be revealed to all.
All: Living God, come into our world this Holy night.
Leader: We lit the second candle for Peace to celebrate the promise of the
prophets: “Comfort my people, bring comfort to them, says Your
God.” “Love and faithfulness will come together. Justice and peace
will embrace.”
All: Living God, come into our world this Holy night.
Leader: We lit the third candle for Joy, the joy of a people waiting for the
Prince of Peace, Emmanuel, Savior and Lord to us all.
All: Living God, come into our world this Holy night.
Leader: We lit the fourth candle as a sign of God’s abounding Love, shining
in the world through people past and present.
All: Living God, come into our world this Holy night.
Leader: Tonight, in a world full of violence and despair, in a world that
prays for the coming of peace, on this Holy night we light the
Christ Candle to celebrate Jesus Christ, God incarnate, God who is
with us. We light the Christ candle, thankful that God has come to
us, not as a conquering hero but as a child, whose faithful, peaceful
life will follow God’s way of Love.
All: Living God, come to our world. May the love of Christ shine
brightly, at the center of our lives, spreading warmth and
light, in us, in this church and everywhere. Amen.
Introit

*Please stand if able

*Carol

#133, "O Come, All Ye Faithful”
Adeste Fideles
Prayer of Confession
Jesus Christ, holy child, glory of God revealed, You are the
hope of the world, the song of the angels, the treasure of
our hearts, and the glory of God among us. Yet, we have
not followed Your ways, clinging to the glories of the
present age: worldly possessions, pursuits and power. By
Your Spirit, redeem us, cleanse us, and help us to shine
with the brightness of Your truth and share the warmth of
Your great love, so that all may believe, rejoice, and give
thanks, for You are the light of the world. Amen.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
*Response
#128 (verse 1), "Infant Holy, Infant Lowly"
W Ztobie Lezy
1 Infant holy, infant lowly,
for his bed a cattle stall;
oxen lowing, little knowing
Christ the babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing,
noels ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the babe is Lord of all!
Christ the babe is Lord of all!
Responsive Reading from Isaiah 9
Rev. Beth Braxton
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness- on them has the
light shined.
You have multiplied the nation, You have increased its joy;
they rejoice before You as with joy at the harvest, as people
exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor You have broken as on the day of
Midian.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually and there shall be endless
peace.

First Lesson
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

Leader:

All: He will establish and uphold it with justice and
righteousness from this time forth forevermore. The zeal
of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. Amen.
Time for Children and Their Friends
Anthem “Carol of the Bells”
Polish Carol
Second Lesson
Luke 2:1-14, pages 54-55, NRSV

*Carol

#113, “Angels We Have Heard on High”
Gloria

The Lord’s Prayer

Third Lesson
Luke 2:15-20, page 55, NRSV
Meditation
*Carol

Rev. Roger J. Gench
#134, (verses 1-2) “Joy to the World”
Antioch

Offertory

“O Holy Night”
Cantique de Noel
Whitney McColley, Soprano

*Response

#121, (verse 3) “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
St. Louis
How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming,
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive Him,
still the dear Christ enters in.

*Prayer of Dedication
God of all whose mercy is from everlasting to everlasting, all
that we have are gifts of Your grace. As the heavenly host sang
of Your glories, accept these gifts as offerings of praise, in hope
of new life through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Invitation
Litany of Thanksgiving
Leader: Glory to You, God most high— You have given us a Savior, the
Messiah, the Lord—
All: Good news of great joy for all.
Leader: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving with Prayers of the People
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give You thanks and
praise, O Lord our God, Creator and Redeemer of the
universe…. Therefore, we praise You, joining our voices with
the heavenly choirs and with all the faithful of every time and
place, who forever sing to the glory of Your name:
*Response

#115, (verse 3), “Away in a Manger”
Mueller
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord… Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all glory and honor are Yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Let us pray for
God’s rule on earth, as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution and Distribution of the Elements
We will take Communion by Intinction. Please come down the center aisle and
return to your seats by the side aisles. A gluten free option is available in the
middle. A pastor will come around the sanctuary for those unable to come to the
front.

*Hymns #112, "On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”
Sussex Carol
#116, “The Snow Lay on the Ground”
Venite Adoremus
Prayer After Communion
Holy God, all-glorious giver of grace, You are light, shining in
darkness; You are life, the life of all people. We thank You
that You have fed us in the Sacrament of Communion, united
with the light and life of Christ, through whom all things were
made, so that we may be faithful disciples, bearing witness to
Your grace and truth; through Christ, Your Word eternal.
Amen.
Lighting of the Christmas Candles
A pastor will begin by lighting a candle from the Christ candle of the Advent
wreath and then light the candle of the nearest person. Pass the light on to those
next to you. Candles will remain lit through the end of the service. Please place
your candle in the baskets provided at the doors as you exit the sanctuary after
the Benediction.
* Carol
#122, (verses 1-3) “Silent Night, Holy Night”
Stille Nacht
1 Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
‘round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.
2 Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing: "Alleluia:
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!"
3 Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from Thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
*Benediction and Sending
We wish to thank Whitney McColley and Michael Hermann for their
participation in worship this evening.

