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AVENEWS 

Sanctuary DMV Network of 
Religious Congregations 

Helps Tackle DACA and TPS 
 

The Sanctuary DMV Network of Religious Congregations, 
of which NYAPC is a member, has become very involved 
in the problems of people in the DACA and TPS programs.   
These critical programs – Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) and Temporary Protective Status (TPS) - 
are in grave danger.  DACA is under imminent threat of a 
lawsuit by attorneys general from 10 states (later reduced to 
9 states), and TPS was facing cancellation by the Trump 
administration.  DACA provides eligible immigrant young 
people the chance to live, study, and work without fear of 
deportation; nearly 800,000 young people are currently pur-
suing their hopes and American dreams without worry of 
being torn from their families, thanks to DACA protection. 
Similarly, Temporary Protective Status (TPS) has opened 
hundreds of thousands of opportunities to approximately 
400,000 adults and children, the vast majority of whom are 
refugees. 
 
The Franciscan Action Network (FAN), National Korean 
American Service & Education Consortium (NAKASEC), 
Korean Resource Center, the Hana Center, and others initi-
ated a 24-hour, 22-day action in front of the White House, 
aimed at bringing together immigrants, their families and 
friends, and supporters to fight for our youth and our future. 
A strong, round-the-clock presence starting on August 15th 
(the 5th anniversary of DACA’s implementation) leading up 
to September 5th (deadline given by the 10 attorneys gen-
eral to President Trump to rescind DACA) called on the 
White House and Congress to do what it takes to protect 

DACA and TPS, and pass the DREAM Act, which will 
grant eligible young people a pathway to citizenship. They 
also called for an end to detentions, deportations, and the 
hateful rhetoric targeting our communities. 
 
The Sanctuary DMV network helped this effort by provid-
ing money to those who put up the demonstrators, notably 
Luther Place Memorial Church and its Steinbruck Center.  
For example, the Peace and Justice Committee of NYAPC 
provided $500 to help reimburse Luther Place for their 
costs.  (Incidentally, we later learned that the opportunity 
cost to Luther Place of providing this free accommodation 
was around $27,000, and even the direct costs were in ex-
cess of $6,000, so more help would doubtless be greatly 
appreciated by them.)  The network also provided clergy to 
lead morning and evening prayers and participate in  
services at these times, and also food for the demonstrators.  
Members of these churches also participated in the round-
the-clock demonstrations, signed petitions to the  
Government, and called their members of the House and 
Senate to urge them to support the DREAM Act. 
 
There were also larger demonstrations and vigils, notably 
the vigil on September 4, and the demonstrations on Sep-
tember 5, where we finally learned that the Trump admin-
istration had decided to phase out the DACA program at the 
end of six months.  Current holders of DACA status can 
continue until that date and, if their two-year certificate ex-
pires during the six-month period, they can even renew, but 
eventually all the 800,000 young people would become un-
documented aliens.  Without the work permits, they could 
not continue to work and, of course, they would be subject 
to deportation.  The focus in the coming six months will be 
to pressure the House and Senate to act decisively to pass 
the DREAM Act and establish a rational immigration  
system.     
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DACA Vigils and  
Demonstrations in Pictures 

 
On August 15,  2017, a group of DACA recipients began a 22-
day vigil in front of the White House to dramatize the plight of 
DACA recipients and people under TPS status.  From time to 
time, large demonstrations and rallies were held in front of the 
White House in solidarity with these vigilers.  Here are some  
pictures of those efforts. 
 
August 16: DAY 2 

 
August 19: DAY 5 

 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Ruth and Fritz 
von Fleckenstein-
with   NAKASEC 
vigilers 
 
(Kathy Doan took 
these pictures) 
 
Not pictured but 
present: Nathan 
Moon. 

Sumi Yi, coordinator of the vigils on left, with faith leaders 

September 4: DAY 21 

August 24: Day 10 

Evening Vigil and Prayers, led by Rev. Sharon Stanley-Rea 

(continued on p. 3) 
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September 4: DAY 21 (continued) 

Marsha Renwanz 

Rosemary Segero and Kathy Doan 

Rosemary 
Segero 
dancing 
with her 
sign 

September 5: DAY 22 

A small portion of the crowd in front of the White House from many organizations (Tom Dunlap was there, too!). 

(continued from p. 2) 
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NYAPC Pastors’ Response to the 
DACA Repeal  

 
Dear The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church Community, 
  
As part of the DMV Sanctuary Network, as a Sanctuary Church, 
and as a people who confess a faith in the God who loves and 
welcomes the foreigner, we feel compelled to write to you about 
the termination of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program. We take our strength and guide from the bibli-
cal message. These are passages of Scripture that speak to us in 
these times:  
 

“You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the heart of an 
alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 23:9) 
  
“When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not  
oppress the alien. The alien who resides with you shall be to you 
as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for 
you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your 
God.” (Leviticus 19:33-34) 
  
“‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hun-
gry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  I was na-
ked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, 
I was in prison and you visited me.’  Then the righteous will an-
swer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  And when 
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 
and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or 
in prison and visited you?’  And the king will answer them, ‘Truly 
I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’ “(Matthew 25:34b-40) 
 

In light of our biblical mandate, we grieve and protest President 
Trump’s merciless decision to terminate the DACA program.  
Many DACA recipients were brought to this country by their par-
ents to escape violence or persecution; others are here because 
their parents hoped to provide for them a more promising future 
that would nurture their full human flourishing.  Yet whatever 
brought them here, 800,000 Dreamers have grown up in this 
country as their home and are contributing to its common good.  
Now their status is at risk — they could be deported from the only 
country they have ever known, and from the families and commu-
nities that have nourished them. 
 
As Christians, we believe that our calling is to stand with the most 
vulnerable in our midst — most especially children and young 
adults who have spent the vast majority of their lives here in the 
United States of America. Indeed, the Gospels record a story 
about Jesus Christ receiving children into his midst. Jesus wel-
comes, touches, and blesses them, reprimanding those who would 
send them away (Mark 10:13-16). Jesus leaves no question about 

where he stands on this issue: You receive the children! You care 
for them, nurture and protect them, and bless them as if they were 
your own. We yearn for our nation to embrace this calling. 
 
In the midst of disheartening developments, we take comfort in 
the vast outpouring of support for DACA and the Dreamers that is 
emerging at NYAPC and around the country. We are thankful for 
the many who have been standing up for DACA in front of the 
White House for the last several weeks, including members of 
this congregation. We are also thankful for the many who turned 
out from across our region and country in support of DACA at the 
press conference and rally in front of the White House on Sep-
tember 5. The group was large and diverse, representing people of 
different immigrant groups, different legal status, and different 
coalitions, representing the faith community, the Black Lives 
Matter Movement, the LGBTQI movement, and more. It was 
inspiring to see so many different people coming together in  
defense of children, young adults, and immigrants. The image of 
so many people of good will standing up for neighbors gives us 
hope and encouragement to continue to press for justice.  

 

In the coming days, the U.S. Congress will take steps to endorse 
or turn back the President’s decision. It behooves us to press our 
elected representatives to rescind the President’s cruel decision 
and fully endorse steps toward citizenship for thousands of the 
most vulnerable in our midst. It is what Jesus Christ calls each 
and everyone who professes faith in him to do.  
 
With gratitude for the life and witness of our congregation, 
 
Your pastors,  
 
Roger and Alice  

NYAPC Member David Inoue’s  
Statement on DACA 

 
The Japanese American Citizens League joined NCAPA and 
several other Asian-American organizations for a press confer-
ence in support of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA).  Executive Director David Inoue made the following 
statement: 
 
As Americans, we all have an immigrant story. For Japanese 
Americans, we have our Issei. This usually refers to the Japa-
nese who came to the United States in the late 19th and early 
20th century. They came with dreams. 
 
They built homes, businesses, farms, a vibrant community, and, 
of course, families. Their children were born here, American 
citizens. Yet in spite of them doing what was expected, contrib-
uting to the community, to the economy, 75 years ago, they were 
ordered into concentration camps and incarcerated for nothing 
more than being Japanese and Japanese-American. 120,000 peo-
ple whose lives were uprooted and whose American dreams 
were crushed. 
 
We always say we need to learn from history. If so, why are we 
on the path today towards crushing the dreams of our DACA 
recipients? The immigrant story and their success is one that is 
so fundamental to the values of our country, and today the Japa-
nese American Citizens League is here to stand up for protecting 
the American dream for all of our DACA dreamers. 
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NYAPC to Host Presbyterian Peace  
Fellowship Award Ceremony 

by Marilyn J. Seiber and PPF 
  
On Saturday, October 21, 2017, The New York Avenue Presby-
terian Church will host the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship’s annu-
al “Anne Barstow and Tom Driver Award for Excellence in Non-
violent Direct Action in Retirement” at an award banquet honor-
ing Peacemaker Melinda Thompson.  The keynote speaker will 
be Rev. Denise Anderson, Co-Moderator of the 222nd General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), speaking on 
“Bethlehem to Baltimore: Resolute Nonviolence in Discouraging 
Times.” 
 
A life-long Presbyterian, Melinda Thompson has been a teacher, 
lawyer, chaplain, and activist to end the Occupation of the  
Palestinian people. She served as executive director of Partners 
for Peace in Washington DC, where she led two groups of Jerusa-
lem Women on speaking tours around the US.  After that, she led 
two groups from Wesley Seminary to Israel/Palestine to learn 
about conditions there and avenues to support a nonviolent and 
just resolution of the persistent conflict, now five decades old.  A 
graduate of Ohio Wesleyan, University of Maryland School of 
Law and Wesley Seminary, Melinda was a member of the  
Oaklands Presbyterian Church in Laurel, MD for nearly 40 years. 
She is an ordained Presbyterian elder and served as a delegate to 
National Capital Presbytery and the 2012 General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church.  She serves on the Presbyterian Peace 
Fellowship’s Challenging Racism Working Group, the Middle 
East Working Group, and the PPF Endowment Fund, working to 
keep the fund occupation-free and fossil-free. Her special interest 
is to encourage young adults to learn about and become involved 
in nonviolent work to end the Occupation of Palestine. Now a 
member of Seaford Presbyterian Church in Seaford, DE, Melinda 
serves on the Newcastle Presbytery Committee on Ministry.   
 
Named for long-time nonviolence advocates Anne Barstow and 
Tom Driver, the annual award recognizes the unique contribution 
that retirees can make to a more just and peaceful world. Founded 
in 1944, the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship is a nationwide  
community of Presbyterians who seek to apply the nonviolence of 
Jesus to violence in the world today. For more information see 
www.presbypeacefellowship.org  or contact Emily Brewer at  
emily@presbypeacefellowship.org . 
 
Seating is limited and registration closes on October 6.  Online 
registration and opportunities to support the event can be 
found at www.presbypeacefellowship.org/BD2017. 

The Immigrants’ Creed  
(based on the Apostles’ Creed) 

 
I believe in Almighty God, who guided the people in 

exile and in exodus, 
the God of Joseph in Egypt  

and Daniel in Babylon, 
the God of foreigners and immigrants. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, a displaced Galilean, who 

was born away from his people and his home, 
who fled his country with his parents  

when his life was in danger, 
and returning to his own country  

suffered the oppression of the tyrant Pontius Pilate, 
the servant of a foreign power, who then was persecut-

ed, beaten, and finally tortured, 
accused and condemned to death unjustly. 

 
But on the third day,  

this scorned Jesus rose from the dead, 
not as a foreigner but to offer us citizenship in heaven. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the eternal immigrant from 

God’s kingdom among us, 
who speaks all languages, lives in all countries,  

and reunites all races. 
 

I believe that the church is the secure home  
for the foreigner and for all believers who constitute it, 

who speak the same language  
and have the same purpose. 

 
I believe that the Communion of the Saints begins 

when we accept the diversity of the saints. 
 

I believe in the forgiveness, which makes us all equal 
and in the reconciliation, which identifies us more than 

does race, language or nationality. 
 

I believe that in the Resurrection  
God will unite us as one people 

in which all are distinct and all are alike  
at the same time.  

 
Beyond this world, I believe in Life Eternal  

in which no one will be an immigrant 
but all will be citizens of God’s kingdom,  

which will never end. 
Amen.  

 
Written by Jose Luis Casal, General Missioner Presbyterian 
Church (USA), Presbiterio Tres Rios 

 
 

 

http://www.presbypeacefellowship.org
mailto:emily@presbypeacefellowship.org
http://www.presbypeacefellowship.org
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NYAPC Pastors’ Letter on Racism 
 

Dear NYAPC, 
 
We write to you to reaffirm our longstanding commitment to 
fighting racism, to decry the events of August 11 and 12 in Char-
lottesville, and to fully condemn Neo-Nazi white supremacy and 
racism.  
 
For years The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church has sought 
to understand the roots of racism and the ideology of whiteness 
while working to engage in the work of racial reconcilia-
tion. Most recently, we heard from theologian Kelly Brown 
Douglas who bore compelling witness to how “the crucified Jesus 
is completely identified with the Trayvon Martins of our world.” 
It is through the violence of the cross that God bears all of the 
world’s suffering, for in Jesus Christ that God took on human 
form, and took on all of the violence and hatred that the world has 
to offer in order to break its power once and for all. Throughout 
his ministry, Jesus embraced the oppressed and the most vulnera-
ble. In today’s world, we believe that Jesus Christ is identified 
with Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, Sandra Bland, Alton Ster-
ling, Philando Castile, and so many more killed for no other  
reason than the color of their skin. We believe that Jesus Christ 
stands with the Black Lives Matter Movement, and so should 
we. While all lives surely matter, it is important to affirm publicly 
and specifically that black lives do matter, for black lives have 
been brutally violated, segregated and marginalized throughout 
the history of this country. 
 
We believe, too, that Jesus Christ stands with all people who are 
oppressed by hate and violence. As a Sanctuary Church, we stand 
with the immigrant community in the U.S., especially those in 
fear of deportation. We share the deep sorrow of refugees around 
the world, for Jesus Christ himself, and his parents Mary and  
Joseph, had to flee for their lives, finding refuge in Egypt. 
 
We stand with the Jewish and Muslim faith communities who 
have endured hate speech and violence. Anti-Semitic and  
Anti-Muslim hate language that echoes Hitler’s Nazi regime is 
not welcome in this country or this world. No excuse can be made 
for any kind of behavior that goads people toward atrocious sins 
of holocaust and genocide. We fully condemn all language and 
behavior that expresses hate toward any religion, cultural group, 
race, gender or gender identity.  
 
Indeed, we believe white supremacy is a deep betrayal of our 
Christian faith, and without a doubt a deep betrayal of every ma-
jor faith expressed around the world. We are alarmed at the resur-
gence of Alt-Right groups in our land. In the midst of our alarm 
and sadness, we are also deeply aware that as part of a predomi-
nately white-identifying church in America, we are complicit in 
supporting racism and the culture of violence that we have most 
recently witnessed. Together, we must confess our sins. We  
believe that as members and elders of a predominately white  
denomination, and as those who have benefited from all of the 
privileges of white supremacy, God is calling us to speak publicly 
against this kind of terror. We pray that the God of grace and glory 
will “save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore.”    
 
Senior Pastor Roger J. Gench  
and Associate Pastor Alice Rose Tewell  

 

New Books in the Sizoo Library 
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Meet Some NYAPC Staff 
 

Lance Jameson, Senior Accountant 
lance.jameson@nyapc.org  

  
Lance is our newest staff 
member, who came to us in 
March of this year.  He was 
born in Washington, DC.  
While he was growing up, he 
spent time in Washington 
and Charleston, SC.  After 
high school, he went to  
Boston, MA, for further 
study. He attended Bentley 
College, receiving a Bache-
lor of Business Administra-
tion.  He loved Boston’s 
youthful energy, so he stayed 
for a number of years, work-
ing for Brandeis University.   
 

He moved to Atlanta to be closer to his family, and spent 
several years working in commercial real estate there.  He 
returned to DC in 2013, working for the Metropolitan Com-
munity Church before coming to NYAPC in March of 
2017.  He became full-time Senior Accountant in July 
2017. 

 
In his leisure time, he loves to play tennis and to follow 
professional tennis. 
 
David Smoot, Building Superintendent  
david.smoot@nyapc.org 
 

David was born North Carolina and lived there through his 
teens.  He finished high school and attended some years of 
college in North Carolina.  After a number of experiences, 
he eventually came to work at NYAPC in April 2001 and 
has been here ever since.  Coming to NYAPC was the be-
ginning of a good period for David.  From then on, every-
thing has been looking up.  
By now, he knows almost 
everything about the build-
ing and its operation, as 
many members can testify.  
David became Building Su-
perintendent in April 2016.  
 
David has one daughter, 
who turned 24 in May of 
this year.  During his leisure 
time, David likes sports, 
watching football, basket-
ball and martial arts, as well 
as seeing movies.  He also 
likes spending time with his 
family and friends.  

 
Jasmine Jowers, Church Administrator 
jasmine.jowers@nyapc.org  
 
Jasmine is a 28-year-old born and raised in Prince George’s 

County, Maryland.  
She graduated 
from the Universi-
ty of Maryland at 
College Park in 
December 2011 
with a B.A. in So-
ciology; focus in 
Stratification, Af-
rican American 
Studies and  
Women’s Studies. 
Jasmine previous-
ly worked for the 
Internal Revenue 
Service, Chief 

Counsel Division as a student intern for over 6 years. She 
joined the NYAPC team in October 2014 as the part-time 
Office Associate, focusing mainly on the church website, 
Facebook and other social media pages. In July 2015, Jas-
mine was promoted to the Church Administrator position. 
Since then, she has welcomed the tough task of keeping the 
church building in working order and maintenance up to 
par, improving and establishing strong relationships with 
our building renters/users, creating a better, more effective 
working environment for staff, and managing various com-
munication aspects of NYAPC’s ministries.  She created 
the NYAPC Weekly newsletter that the congregation re-
ceives every weekend. She looks forward to continuing to 
work with the church and help the congregation’s missions 
and ministries prosper. Since she was raised United Meth-
odist and has been heavily involved in non-profit organiza-
tions her entire life, the missions and political views of 
NYAPC are in perfect alignment with her social activism, 
passion, values and truth.  
 
She works closely with the Trustees and Personnel Com-
mittee, as well as the many groups and clusters that ask her 
to assist or collaborate on their projects. The next big pro-
ject for her is moving our current data from our server to 
the cloud, onboarding to Office 365 and Sharepoint. 
NYAPC data retention is now headed into the 21st century. 
We will have less clutter and better efficiency. 
 
On October 14, she will be marrying her fiancé Tristan 
Prout here at the church. She said there couldn’t be a more 
beautiful and historic church in which to hold the ceremony 
and reception; and the location is perfect! 
 
 
 
 
 (continued on p. 8) 

mailto:lance.jameson@nyapc.org
mailto:david.smoot@nyapc.org
mailto:jasmine.jowers@nyapc.org
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Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter, Parish Associate and 
Chaplain with Montgomery Hospice 
emilyrhodeshunter@gmail.com  
 

Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter 
was ordained by the National 
Capital Presbytery in 2016 and 
joined The New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church as a par-
ish associate this past January. 
During her time with us, she’s 
worked primarily with our 
young adult ministries, includ-
ing a recent Bible study fo-
cused on the parables of Jesus 
and faith on tap events. 
 
She currently serves as a chap-
lain with Montgomery Hos-
pice, where she provides spir-
itual and emotional support to 
patients and families facing life-limiting illness and loss. 
Because hospice care is generally an outpatient service, 
Emily sees patients wherever they call home, including both 
residential homes and senior care facilities. As part of 
Montgomery Hospice’s acute care team, Emily generally 
sees patients who come into hospice care with less than two 
weeks to live. She specializes in dignity therapy interven-
tions, narrative life review, goals of care discussions,  
advance care planning, and end of life/grief education. 
  
In addition to her work with NYAPC and Montgomery 
Hospice, Emily serves as a Sexual Assault Response Advo-
cate through Doorways for Women and Families. As part of 
their team, she provides hospital accompaniment, crisis  
intervention, emotional support, and referrals to survivors in 
the immediate aftermath of sexual violence.  Prior to these 
positions, Emily served as a chaplain at VCU Medical  
Center and a pastoral intern at Ginter Park Presbyterian, 
both in Richmond, VA. 
 
Emily holds both a Master of Divinity from Union Presby-
terian Seminary and a Master of Science in Patient Counsel-
ing through Virginia Commonwealth University. She 
earned her B.A. in English literature from Sewanee: The 
University of the South, where she also played NCAA bas-
ketball and softball. 
 
Emily enjoys reading, long-distance running, following 
VCU basketball and Virginia Tech football, cuddling with 
her two kittens, Newton and Tesla, and spending time with 
her husband, Stuart. 
 
 

 

Rev. Matthew Schlageter,  Parish Associate and 
Staff Chaplain, Children’s National Health System  
MSchlaget2@childrensnational.org  
Phones: 202-476-6736 and 828-779-4095 
 
Matthew is a lifelong Presbyterian having grown up attending 
First Presbyterian Church in Daytona Beach, FL.  He attended 
Florida State University, earning his Bachelor of Science in Crim-
inology.  After taking a year and a half off, he went to Columbia 
Theological Seminary in Atlanta and earned a Master of Divinity.  
He went on to do two years of chaplain residency work through 
Emory Center for Pastoral Services, doing a year and a half of his 
residency at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta at Egleston.   
 
Matthew went on to serve as a staff chaplain at Vanderbilt  
Children’s Hospital in Nashville, TN, 
Mission Children’s Hospital in Asheville, 
NC, and served as the pediatric palliative 
care chaplain at Arnold Palmer Medical 
Center in Orlando, FL before arriving 
here in DC. 
 
Matthew was ordained by Central Florida 
Presbytery and is a member of the  
National Capital Presbytery.  He is board-
certified through the Association of  
Professional Chaplains and is an active 
member of the Pediatric Chaplains  
Network.  Matthew and his wife, Rev. 
Sara Varnado, live in the District with 
their four-legged child Krissy.   
 

Clare Forrister, Young Adult Volunteer 
yav@nyapc.org 
 
My name is Clare Forrister and I am 21 years old.  I am grateful I 
get to seek God’s love and justice through service as a Young 

Adult Volunteer (YAV) in DC this year.  
I’ll be dividing my time between The New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church and the 
Office of Public Witness, giving me the 
chance to learn about justice and communi-
ty through both direct relationships and  
political advocacy.   
 
I am five semesters into an undergraduate 
degree at Guilford College in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, with a double major in  
economics and women’s, gender, and sexu-
ality studies.  After this time of discern-
ment, I will return to my studies before 
seeking further work in organizing and 

social justice.   
 
I grew up attending a Presbyterian church in Montgomery,  
Alabama, and will always be committed to making my home, the 
South, a better place.  Among other things, working with young 
people is where I have found my joy in service, as is writing, and 
I’ve spent formative time both as a camp counselor and as a writer 
and editor for my campus newspaper.  I can’t wait to see what this 
year will bring. 

(continued from p. 7) 
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Tenants Fight Redevelopment at  
Brookland Manor 

by Martha Davis 

 
Tenants at one of the city’s large affordable housing 
complexes are fighting against the elimination of low-
rent units, especially large units that accommodate 
families.  Brookland Manor, on Rhode Island Avenue 
NE in a neighborhood in the early stages of gentrifica-
tion, has 535 affordable units slated for demolition 
and redevelopment into a primarily luxury develop-
ment.  Mid-City Development plans to cut by 30 per-
cent the number of affordable apartments even while 
expanding the total units to 1,750.  Existing tenants 
already have been encouraged to move out. 
 
Working with organizing help from ONE DC, tenants 
are opposing a critical change to drastically shift the 
mix of affordable apartments, converting the complex 
from a family orientation to primarily senior citizen 
housing.  Brookland Manor has housed many multi-
generational African American families, and the ten-
ant association leadership has several grandmothers 
who have raised grandchildren here.  The new plan 
would mean a net loss of 360 units of family-size 
apartments. 
 
“Splitting up families means they’re not thinking 
about us, we’re just a dollar bill to them,” says tenant 
leader Dorothy Davis.   The tenants’ attorney, Will 
Merrifield of the Washington Legal Clinic for the 
Homeless, quotes the developer as saying “It’s not a 
matter of economics (removing family size units), it’s 
a matter of sociology.”  Merrifield concludes the de-
veloper doesn’t want Black working-class (and work-
ing-age) families to remain in the new upscale com-
munity. 
 
Current residents also question the developer’s prom-
ise that many of them can return after redevelopment. 
New private security guards carry out aggressive en-
forcement of tenant infractions such as walking on the 
grass, allowing the landlord to qualify tenants’ rights 
to return only if they have been in “good standing.” 
 
Ward 5 City Council Member Kenyan McDuffie and 
the Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) both support 
the plan,  despite the tenants’ testimony against it at 
BZA hearings.  BZA approval is needed due to the 
density increase. The tenants will continue to oppose 
the BZA approval in a next stage hearing. Another 
legal avenue is a class-action challenge filed a year 

ago by the Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civ-
il Rights, based on the plan’s discrimination against 
large families. See www.washingtoncitypaper.com/
news/housing-complex/blog/20831721/northeast-
tenants-sue-owner-for-alleged-discrimination. 
 
ONE DC, a grassroots organization promoting racial 
and economic equity, has received support from the 
NYAPC Deacons and the Presbyterian SDOP (Self-
Development of People ) Fund. For further  
information, go to  
www.onedconline.org/brookland-manor-blog . 

Register for the All-Church Retreat 
 
 

Plan to join us October 21-22 for fellowship, fun, 
and intergenerational activities around our theme: 
"Connecting God's Story with Our Story."  
 
We'll gather at Meadowkirk in Loudoun County, 
Virginia. Core programming will begin with 
breakfast Saturday morning and end with worship 
Sunday morning, with an option to come on Fri-
day evening. This year, we will also be enjoying 
fellowship with ten teen and adult members of our 
partner church in Njoro, Kenya.  
 
Questions? Email registrar Karen Dunlap 
at karenodunlap@gmail.com.  
 
Click here for more details and a registration form. 
 

Space is limited: Registration deadline  
September 24. 

Tenants (including grandchildren) rally outside the BZA to 
save Brookland Manor. 

http://www.washingtoncitypaper.com/news/housing-complex/blog/20831721/northeast-tenants-sue-owner-for-alleged-discrimination
http://www.washingtoncitypaper.com/news/housing-complex/blog/20831721/northeast-tenants-sue-owner-for-alleged-discrimination
http://www.washingtoncitypaper.com/news/housing-complex/blog/20831721/northeast-tenants-sue-owner-for-alleged-discrimination
http://www.onedconline.org/brookland-manor-blog
mailto:karenodunlap@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012OxGKFF0Vr1BSinax6V06jlwhs-7OLhUan2v7ELpZbs1_xIzQo7X1a7zDRrRtt_fr2Rpsvg-0ylFVfAUSAMThqXwQMHB40nKehh7ai8daZeJ0stHIr3s4xqdBbJEhB2YoctuIyd7_JwvyWPX-TKgcjaAtPYwiyPVjXDUi3VPjK-SjM0_bSMkvL-9zHqQQOqQgFiiryEiWhjIrSmPUaTBG52ZyJPLF8i6pOdE
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HISTORY HAPPENS . . .  AT NYAPC 
 

Fritz and Ruth von Fleckenstein 
By Edith Snyder 

 
 

(As part of the NYAPC History Committee’s “Bicentennial 
Interviews Project,” Marilyn Seiber and Edith Snyder in-
terview long-time NYAPC members for the Archives files. 
Edie interviewed Ruth and Fritz von Fleckenstein on Au-

gust 17, 2017, for this project and the article below.) 
 

 
There is no doubt where Fritz and Ruth von Fleckenstein stand on 
a wide range of issues, or that they consider their present life’s 
work expressing their beliefs publicly—at home, on social media, 
and in person—with the goal of achieving positive and lasting 
change.  
 
The front yard of their Northeast Washington, DC home features 
the increasingly ubiquitous Welcome Your Neighbors Sign: “No 
matter where you are from, we are glad you’re our neighbor” in 
Spanish, English, and Arabic. Another poster in the living room 
window warns Congress to “Keep your hands off DC!”  
 
Fritz’s Facebook page offers easy access to a wide range of peti-
tions and public comment sites—from “We, the people of the 
United States, denounce white supremacy…” and “No More 
Drilling Off Our Coasts,” to “Boy Scouts: Take Away Trump’s 
Honorary Presidency” and  “Faith Leaders Stand With Dreamers 
to Defend DACA” [Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals]. His 
email list of nearly 100 is regularly used to reach friends and fam-
ily with notices of upcoming marches and critical policy dead-
lines. 
 
And Ruth and Fritz put themselves on the front lines at least once 
and usually twice a week at protests on a variety of topics, but 
especially on immigration, climate change, and guns. “I am the 
eternal optimist,” Fritz says unabashedly of his and Ruth’s expec-
tation for a solid return on their investment of time, effort, and 
heart in today’s political challenges. “I hope we will sweep the 
[US] House and Senate next year,” he adds with a smile. 
 
Optimism Born of Faith 
 
Ruth and Fritz grew up on opposite sides of this country—she in 
St. Albans, West Virginia, and New Hartford, New York, and he 
in Altadena, California—and in different faith traditions. Ruth 
Talbott Jackson attended the New Hartford Presbyterian Church 
where “our very liberal pastor, who was a great admirer of Rein-
hold Niebuhr, thought that if we displayed a US flag in the sanc-
tuary, we should also raise the United Nations flag,” she says. 
Founded in 1792, “this Church gave me a very good grounding” 
in what it means to be a Christian. Her parents attended New 
Hartford Presbyterian for more than 50 years, but never joined; 
however, they did not object when Ruth and her brother made 
that commitment.  
 
When she went to college at the University of Chicago, Ruth 
found a Sunday night discussion group of like-minded 
Protestants. “It was religion for intellectuals,” she recalls, noting 
that while earning her B.A. in psychology, she once had the good 

fortune to attend a series of lectures by  German-American philos-
opher and theologian Paul Tillich. 
 
By contrast, Friedrich Wilhelm von Fleckenstein began his faith 
journey in the Catholic faith, to which his mother, Gisela Meier, 
converted when she married his father. Fritz’s mother immigrated 
to the United States in 1925 when she was recruited to work for 
Barker Brothers department store in Los Angeles. Born in Swit-
zerland, she came to this country via Paris, France, where she 
studied art and gained her initial experience in a Parisian depart-
ment store. Gisela lost her job at Barker Brothers during the Great 
Depression, but was hired by a local builder, where she learned 
that trade. Eventually, she established her own business designing 
and building houses, supporting herself, Fritz, and his brother and 
sister.  
 
Fritz’s parents divorced when he was seven years old, and his 
mother turned from the Catholic Church to Christian Science. 
Fritz spent the four years of high school in a boarding school in 
Ojai, California, founded by followers of Indian philosopher Jid-
du Krishnamurti. While “the school did not push Krishnamurti’s 
ideas” on its students, he remembers that each day started with a 
reading from one of the great religions followed by a few minutes 
of silence. 
 
Fritz graduated from Reed College in Portland, Oregon, with a 
B.A. with honors in English. He spent a year as a Fulbright Schol-
ar in France before returning to the United States, where he joined 
the Peace Corps when the agency was new. Fritz hoped not only 
to make a difference in the world, but also “to have plenty of time 
to write.” 
 
A Lasting Love of Asia and Oceania 
 
It was in training for the Peace Corps in Seattle, Washington, that 
Fritz met Ruth, who was also attracted by the new agency’s mis-
sion first articulated by presidential candidate John F. Kennedy at 
the University of Michigan on October 14, 1960. Were they will-
ing to serve their country and the cause of peace by living and 

working in the developing world? Ruth 
and Fritz were.  
 
At the time, the Peace Corps recom-
mended that couples who thought they 
might be serious about one another ask 
to be posted to the same place. Fritz and 
Ruth made such a request and were as-
signed to Northern Thailand, where they 
began work in February 1963. Both 
taught English as a second language—he 
at a local boys’ school and she at the 
girls’ school. 
 
They married in May of that year in a 
Northern Thai ceremony in the morning, 
followed by a Central Thai ceremony in 
the afternoon. Colleagues from their 
schools served as groomsmen and 
bridesmaids. “We were too far from 
home for our families to attend,” recalls 
Ruth. Fritz adds, “The local missionaries 
were sad that we didn’t tie the knot in 
their church.” 
 

(continued on p. 12) 
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The von Fleckensteins served in the Peace Corps until mid-1965, 
the end of that school year. They returned home with their daugh-
ter, Darunee, who was born in Thailand in 1964, taking their time 
to travel back to the United States. By then, Fritz knew that he 
“wanted to be able to go back to third-world countries.” 
 
The couple enrolled in graduate school at the University of Ha-
waii. In the course of the next six years, Ruth earned her master’s 
degree in public health Education, and Fritz completed his mas-
ter’s and doctoral degrees in agricultural economics.  
 
They then journeyed to Papua New Guinea, where Fritz became a 
visiting Research Fellow at the New Guinea Research Unit of the 
Australian National University. On the way to Oceania, they 
stopped in Thailand, where they adopted a little girl they had met 
while doing doctoral research on the spread of agricultural inno-
vations in a village in Northeast Thailand. Blind from birth, Pen-
ny had been abandoned at a local hospital.  
 
The family lived in a village in Papua New Guinea for about six 
months. where they participated in the daily life. “We knew we 
had been accepted in the community when we began to receive 
distributions of meat given to all of the villagers,” says Ruth.  
 
When Fritz went on to become a lecturer and a researcher in inno-
vative improved subsistence farming at the University of Papua 
New Guinea and an advisor to the government as a member of a 
committee on nutrition, Ruth became a tutor at the university in 
the history of science and technology and social science research 
methods. She also served as a Braillist and elementary school 
teacher and home-schooled Darunee and Penny. 
 
Fritz and Ruth last lived outside the United States in Indonesia 
from 1983 to 1985. All told, Fritz worked for 25 years as an agri-
cultural economist specializing in whole-farm surveys and record-
keeping studies of small farmers in developing countries in Asia, 
Oceania, and Africa. He also taught the development of empirical 
methods and computer software for producing accurate results 
from these studies and in training people to use these tools. In this 
work, he gained experience in gender issues, especially the role of 
women in agricultural households in economics and decision-
making. Among his employers were the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the International Food Poli-
cy Research Institute. Fritz has skills in six languages and is flu-
ent in five, including Papua New Guinea Pidgin, French, Indone-
sian, and Thai. 
 
Fritz and Ruth worked at a time when computers made the rapid 
transition from mainframes to minicomputers to personal comput-
ers, becoming embedded in all aspects of life. As a result, the von 
Fleckensteins became experts in writing computer applications, 
managing databases and networks, and communicating user re-
quirements. Fritz wrote numerous programs and routines for 
FAO’s Farm Analysis Package, FARMAP, while Ruth served for 
23 years as a systems analyst and programmer on contracts for the 
US Federal Highway Administration and Federal Motor Carriers 
Safety Administration. 
 
Finding Their Way to NYAPC 
 
When they first returned to the United States in the mid-1980s, 
Fritz and Ruth attended St. Stephen and the Incarnation Episcopal 
Church for a decade, followed by Calvary Casa Del Pueblo Meth-
odist Church for another five years. When Calvary dissolved and 
Fritz and Ruth moved from Mount Pleasant to their current home 
in 2000, they began looking for another church. The music  

program, hospitality, and proximity of The New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church to Metro decided the question. The von 
Fleckensteins have been part of the NYAPC community since 
2002. 
 
Both sang in the choir, and Fritz remains a regular member during 
Sunday worship services. Ruth served three years on the Board of 
Deacons, while Fritz participated on Deacons for a total of seven 
years. He continues to be very involved in the church’s Peace and 
Justice Committee and its Njoro, Kenya PC Orphans and Vulner-
able Children (OVC) Program. For a time, Fritz also coordinated 
NYAPC’s participation in the Washington Interfaith Network 
(WIN). While Ruth now worships at St. Stephen and the Incarna-
tion on Sundays where she sings in the choir, she still serves as a 
counter of NYAPC’s Sunday collections. 
 
“New York Avenue is doing a 
lot,” says Fritz, “and we are 
happy to be part of its many 
expressions of the resistance 
movement.” This is particular-
ly true of NYAPC’s support of 
DACA and its welcoming atti-
tude toward refugees and im-
migrants, generally. 
“Immigration is not only a 
humanitarian, but also an eco-
nomic issue for this country,” 
he adds. 
 
 
 
Fritz and Ruth appreciate the energy and commitment of young 
adults at the Church such as Taylor Allison, and are pleased to see 
their participation on Session and other boards. “Young adults are 
critical to the future of this church,” notes Fritz. Not long ago, 
they accidentally attended a Bible study group intended for young 
adults and were glad to be invited back. They hope NYAPC will 
encourage more study groups that are intergenerational. 
 
They further value the involvement of young people in the 
church’s music program, and particularly note the work of Sa-
mantha Scheff, a senior at the University of Maryland studying 
choral music education. Samantha sings in the choir and is Organ 
Scholar at NYAPC; she recently performed an organ concert on 
romantic and contemporary American organ music at the church. 
Fritz and Ruth enjoy services devoted to the performance of  
classical music, and welcome the opportunity to hear the Chil-
dren’s Choir. 
 
The von Fleckensteins are also thankful for powerful preaching 
and writing. They found Rev. Roger Gench’s June 6 Pentecost 
sermon, “Feeling the Spirit”, on divestment especially important 
(June 2017 issue of AVENEWS).  They were also inspired by 
Rev. Alice Tewell’s articles for AVENEWS about the resistance 
and NYAPC. Ruth and Fritz have worked for years and continue 
to serve as editors for the church’s quarterly newsletter. “We real-
ly enjoy working on AVENWS,” says Ruth. “It provides a place 
in our lives to do writing and editing, and brings back memories 
of our youth.” 
 
Nearly every Sunday, Rev. Gench concludes worship services 
with a benediction that Fritz and Ruth von Fleckenstein find in-
spiring. They try to “lift up the broken-hearted, stand with the 
oppressed,” and strive to ensure that all that they do—“all of it”—
is done in love. 

At the Women’s March, Jan. 2017 

(continued from p. 11) 
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Kenya Partners Arrive This Fall 
By Rev. Beth Braxton 

 
Six members of the OVC (Orphan and Vulnerable Children) 
Committee of the Njoro P.C.E.A. (Presbyterian Church of East 
Africa) Parish will be visiting NYAPC this fall for a week, Octo-
ber 19-26. As you know, our OVC mission is a Saturday ministry 
for the benefit of thirty-five orphans and vulnerable children at 
Njoro Town in Kenya. The Saturday program provides spiritual 
nurture and guidance, tutoring, recreation – enrichment opportu-
nities – and food. Staff for the program includes three teachers, 
two cooks and a full-time social worker, Cathy Wambui, who 
follows up with the Saturday students in their homes and schools, 
which are scattered throughout the Njoro township area.  This 
ministry is a significant, large responsibility for our two churches 
in partnership. 
 
The guardian families of many of these children can earn only 
about $2.00 for a whole day of “casual work” when such work is 
even available! Our ministry on behalf of these young people 
manages to pay for school uniforms and, in addition, school fees, 
books and health costs as needed. Children who began in the pro-
gram back in 2007 as seven-year-olds now are seventeen! 
 
We are more than excited on this tenth anniversary of the pro-
gram that the OVC committee recommended four of the students 
particularly well suited to make this journey to come with them.  
This will be an incredible opportunity for the students to meet us 
at NYAPC and to experience the life, ministry and culture here in 
the nation’s capital, Washington, DC. 

Introductions: (right to left): 
 
John Njoroge is in tenth grade. John basically stays with his 
grandmother where he eats, and he spends the night with his 
great-grandmother.  His father is deceased, and his mother went 
to Saudi Arabia after not being able to find work in Nairobi.  John 
has two half-siblings.  
 
Virginia Wanjiru is in seventh grade.  Virginia’s mother died in 
a car accident; she lives with her father and four siblings in two 

small rooms on the compound of the grandmother.  Her father 
works as a casual laborer when work is available. 
 
Rebecca Andisi is in tenth grade.  Rebecca lives with her grand-
mother and five cousins in a two-room rental apartment. Her fa-
ther’s whereabouts are unknown, and her mother works as house 
help in Nairobi.  
 
Peter Babu is in ninth grade.  Peter lives with his mother and 
four of his five siblings in a one-room rental apartment.  His 
mother does laundry for people and is caretaker in the plot where 
she stays.   
 
The Gillies family – Dave, Amy and Lauren – will be hosting the 
two girls at their home in Fairfax, Virginia. Lauren will be their 
host at Robinson High School. 
 
The Jeff and Alex Moore family will be hosting the two boys at 
their home in Southeast DC. Alex will be their host at Bishop 
O’Connell High School in Alexandria, Virginia, where the boys 
will experience American education. 
 
All ten Kenya team members will be with us over the weekend of 
October 20-22 at the All-Church Retreat at theMeadowkirk  
conference center near Aldie, Virginia. This will be a wonderful 
opportunity for members of the church to have interaction with 
the Kenyans in the retreat program activities and workshops and 
in worship. Conversation over meals provides wonderful time to 
get to know one another at a more personal level and to share our 
lives of faith.  

 

All of us on the Njoro Steering Committee give our heartfelt grat-
itude to the Session, Deacons and members of NYAPC for your 
gracious support of the OVC ministry.  

 

Our motto of ministry is from the book of James (a sermon in 
itself), James 1:27  
 “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is 
this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress …” New 
Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 
Rev. Beth Braxton, chair, Bob Braxton, Hannah Cox, Karen 
Milam Feret, Molly Lauer, Rhonda O’Bannon, Old Presbyterian 
Meeting House Church Representative, Marsha Renwanz, 
Kathryn Sparks, Jim Turner, Fritz Von Fleckenstein, treasurer, 
Sarah Williamson. 
 
 
 

PCEA Njoro OVC Committee  
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Following are some notes on the Njoro OVC Program from  
Social Worker Catherine Wambui: 
 
SCHOOL 
 
The children are now in summer vacation. 
 
Only 4 of the students did poorly on their exams. 
 
Three quarters of the students in secondary schools performed 
poorly in science subjects. 
 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT, LOVE AND CARE  
 
We have been having morning glory worship every Saturday 
with the children before starting the activities of the day. It was 
noted that the children have been neat, especially after getting 
the new uniforms. 
 
Their interest in singing, praying, reading and listening to the 
word of God increases day by day. 
 
They are doing well morally though we had two theft cases from 
one child, who is in the process of guidance and counseling. 
 
Mathew Mukua’s behavior has improved completely. The moral 
values instilled by his school teachers and program staff have 
had a great positive impact on him. 
 
One guardian, Kennedy Ndinu, who was taken to India for a 
head tumor operation, is back home with his family. The opera-
tion was successful. He went through a memory loss but at the 
moment he is regaining it little by little.   
 
We had a donation of a few home clothes which benefited eight 
children.  
 
Older girls have been receiving two packets of sanitary towels 

every month which the social worker received from a  
community resource person through networking. 
 
Five parents/guardians received five pairs of rubber shoes, which 
the social worker through acquired from a stakeholder. 
 
HEALTH CARE SUPPORT 
 
Eleven children who fell ill during the period were referred to 
P.C.E.A Njoro health center for medical assistance. 
 
Purity Kanduka is progressing well. She has not fainted in the 
past month, which is a sign of improvement. She has been at-
tending heart clinics on the 10th of every month. 
 
Lucy Nduta injured one of her fingers while doing household 
chores. She was referred for an x-ray where the result was a frac-
ture on the finger. We managed to have a plaster on the wrist 
which will facilitate the healing process. 
 
PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT 
 
We have a music club at the program where all the children who 
have a special interest in playing recorders have had an oppor-
tunity to acquire the skills.  They performed the song “Amazing 
Grace” for the church with a combination of recorders and  
chorus. 
 

We have been doing indoor and outdoor games like banana 
grams, skipping rope, checkers, chess, flash cards, football, roll-
ing pin, canteen and many others. 
 
We had a talent show day with the children during the holiday. 
 
We have been offering life skill related information.  
 
HOME VISITS 
 
34 households were visited during the period. From a need as-
sessment, we realized that: 
 
Most families have inadequate bedding (mattresses, blankets). 
 
Some children live in places which need repair. 

P.C.E.A. NJORO OVC PROGRAM 
PROGRESS REPORT 

May—August 2017 

(continued on p. 15) 
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We have had cases of families who went without meals for 
some time during the period – Simon Edapan’s home and Da-
vid Kinuthia’s lack food to carry to school, Mathew Mukua’s 
home is still struggling to afford two meals in a day and many 
other families are having difficulties. 
 
All the children have adult caregivers. 
 
All children and their caregivers have at least 2 sets of home 
clothes. 
 
During this cold season, there has been high cost of input and 
less output in the area of poultry farming in many households.  
The chickens in almost all the households have not been laying 
eggs well due to the cold season.  There was an outbreak 
which led to the death of many chickens especially the chicks. 
 
WAY FORWARD 
 
 A lot of learning in music has been by imitation; the students 
are not yet able to read music. For them to be able to do this, 
we will need to engage the teacher professionally so that she 
can be having two sessions with the children. 
 
We intend to have the children read more English and Kiswa-
hili story books during the holiday. This will help to improve 
their verbal speech, composition and creative writing.  
 
I feel that we need to have a refresher session on disease con-
trol with the parents/guardians.  
 
 

Learning to sew on buttons and make button holes. 

Rev. Rami al-Maqdasi Installed as Pastor 
at First United Presbyterian  

By Marilyn Seiber 

 

On June 25, 2017, Rev. Rami al-Maqdasi was installed as 
the new pastor of First United Presbyterian Church in Dun-
kirk, NY.  Prior to his installation, he was a Pastoral  
Assistant at Wayside Presbyterian Church in Hamburg, NY, 
and was awarded a grant by the PC(USA) Mission Agency 
to support refugees in the Buffalo, NY area.  Rev. Al-
Maqdasi was raised in the Presbyterian Church in Basrah, 
Iraq; ordained in the Presbyterian Church in Damascus, Syr-
ia; and was Director of Syrian Refugees Ministry with Sa-
maritan’s Purse. He also worked in Erbil, Iraq with refugees 
before coming to the U.S. 
 
Rev. Al-Maqdasi was an International Peacemaker in 2016, 
and NYAPC’s Peace & Justice Committee hosted him on 
World Communion Sunday, October 2, 2016, when he led 
an Adult Christian Education Class, spoke with the children 
during  “Time with Children” at worship services, and 
spoke at a reception after the 11:00 a.m. worship service.   
 
Congratulations, Rev. Rami!! 

(continued from p. 14) 
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Rev. Farouk Hammo and  
Rev. Dr. Joanne Sizoo Visit NYAPC 

by Marilyn J. Seiber and Janis Summers 
 

On July 19-22, 2017, Rev. Farouk Hammo, pastor of the National 
Evangelical (Presbyterian) Church in Baghdad, Iraq, and Rev. Dr. 
Joanne Sizoo, pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church in North Mills, 
SC, visited Washington, D.C. and The New York Avenue Presby-
terian Church.  NYAPC has been a partner with the Baghdad 
church since 2008, when NYAPC hosted an elder from that 
church as an International Peacemaker.  Rev. Sizoo is the grand-
niece of NYAPC’s Head Pastor in 1924, the Rev. Joseph R. Si-
zoo, and she has preached in our pulpit. 
 
Their brief visit included a tour of NYAPC and lunch with Revs. 
Roger Gench and Alice Tewell and Diaconal Minister Anne 
Laroche; lunch and a presentation at the PC(USA) Office of Pub-
lic Witness;  and a meeting/presentation at the NCP Global Mis-
sion Network.  They also toured the Capitol, Supreme Court, and 
White House Visitors Center. 
 
During his presentations, Pastor Farouk described his career and 
the situation of the Baghdad Church and the work of the Presby-
terian Church in Iraq.  He was called to the pastorate after a career 
in engineering, went to seminary in Australia, returned to Iraq in 
2010, and came to the Baghdad church as pastor in 2012. Before 
the U.S. presence, and then the ISIS presence, the church had 
about 900 members.  Hardships from unrest, the embargo, and 
sanctions have caused many to leave, including about 85% of 
Christians from the original population of about 3 million in the 
nation.  A few small congregations have persisted—now down to 
3 Presbyterian churches in the country; the Baghdad church has 
about 125-150 families left.  As a result of the ISIS campaign in 
2014, about 4 million people left northern Iraq, and they have 
needed care, including about 1.5 million widows and women un-
der age 40 fleeing alone and about 5 million orphans, including 
40,000 under the age of one year.   
 
Services in the country declined after the al Qaeda actions of 2003
-06.  The church helps with food, water, and medical care as well 
as supplies to assist people in relocating, whatever their faith.  
NGOs and the UN cannot keep up and are running out of cash to 
do this work.  The Baghdad church has a preschool where Chris-
tian ethics and scripture are taught.  The church was urged to start 
a primary school and so converted a large house for this purpose. 
The church also wishes to start career training to provide adults 
with the chance to earn a living outside of terrorism, including 
hair styling, secretarial and carpentry training, etc.   The church 
does so despite the departure of many leaders and volunteers, in-
cluding elders and financial donors.  The church confines its ef-
forts outside its walls to providing food and supplies, and avoids 
sharing the Gospel. Investing in education is the chief goal long-
term, because health care is too risky; any problem can give rise 
to liability suits that are likely to go against the care providers.  
Children in the preschool and early primary school from ages 1-6 
are being educated, with a goal to go up to 12 years old when the 
school is funded and completed.   
 
Pastor Farouk described the current government as aware of the 
work of faith-based groups and as needing the care they give to 
the people and refugees.  Though the Saddam Hussein govern-
ment was actually more open, with Christians allowed to work in 
government (that is no longer possible), the Shia regime has stated 

that it wishes cooperation and tolerance; still, it is likely that 
Christians will experience persecution.  He cites a growing cli-
mate of concern as fundamentalists and extremists attempt to 
influence other Muslims, with less moderation in public speech 
and more strictness in religious observance occurring.  The influ-
ence of Khomeini in Iran and pressures among the Shia have giv-
en rise to small groups that are pressing for the rejection of West-
ern culture.  Madrassa schooling of young children is a problem 
for the future cooperative environment, too.  He said that the 
church can give food and other aid to women in the prison in 
Kirkuk, and provide a towel bearing the words “God loves 
you”—but they cannot otherwise talk of faith matters.  

2017 Peace & Global Witness Offering 
    
The four-week Season of Peace began Sunday, Septem-
ber 3 and culminates on World Communion Sunday, Oc-
tober 1.  It is a time and opportunity for us to reflect and 
act on how we might be the peacemakers that Jesus 
called us to be.  Romans 8:26 says that "The Spirit helps 
us in our weakness"— and when we need guidance and 
motivation to help others in need, and to build peace 
around us.  The Peace & Global Witness Offering is a 
means for us to help others and to build a world of love 
and understanding.  Prayerfully consider giving to this 
year's Peace & Global Witness Offering using envelopes 
in the Sanctuary pews and racks or donating at the 
NYAPC website here (select "Peacemaking"). 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PKljCCg7FaFtNIVPVEhDYHpgKHXnonuTIHWy67RDwkI97LdVu4oP6SwIloSIPz94zSgOOF0Bl3szNF2HiOFRMBtf_lqMqkQdm8TBnhYBXsHuinXvDL2mCRCMrl9zACMQJB1oTS68Q6_ISo04AsuAKFMw2td5EXIErREejneGpCjfPFMWDclZDulngcy2E3MCByZqlSoQQUCdj3fuKYTw5Qa9Eny_F-nuKQ6J
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Rev. Héctor Méndez Will Preach at 
NYAPC 

by Marilyn J. Seiber 
 

Rev. Héctor Méndez, Pastor Emeritus of First Pres-
byterian-Reformed Church of Havana, will visit The 
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church on October 
1, 2017, World Communion Sunday.  He will preach 
at both worship services, “Faith in Times of Crisis,” 
using the Scripture text from Matthew 8: 23-27.  He 
will also lead an Adult Christian Education Class, 
“Living in Hope,” and will provide time for discus-
sion, questions and answers.  There will be a recep-
tion in the Radcliffe Room following the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service where Rev. Méndez will also speak. 
 
After serving 51 years as a Presbyterian-ordained 
Minister of the Word and Sacrament, Rev. Méndez 
retired in December 2016.  He and his wife, Oneida 
Padilla, moved to Miami to be with their two daugh-
ters and their families.  Rev. Méndez continues to 
preach as a guest pastor at various churches in the 
Miami area. 
 
We look forward to welcoming a friend and partner 
in mission back to the NYAPC pulpit! 

Music in Exile Comes to NYAPC 
by Marilyn J. Seiber 

 
On Sunday, June 18, 2017, Alex Ebsary—founder of 
Music in Exile and a Presbyterian from Buffalo, NY—
led an Adult Christian Education class on the work and 
goals of preserving the music culture of Iraqi and Syri-
an refugees.  Alex explained how he and Music’s co-
founder, Sasha Ingber, want to preserve the music her-
itage and culture of the region by recording the music, 
providing strings for instruments to those in the refu-
gee camps, and giving the refugees hope and worth.  
With more than 11 million people displaced from their 
homes and many living in refugee camps, Alex and 
Sasha visited six camps in the Kurdistan region of Iraq 
in October 2016.  With the help of a NYAPC Peace 
and Justice grant, they visited Lincoln, Nebraska to 
visit displaced Yezidis from Northern Iraq to record 
their music and songs. Yezidis are a Kurdish religious 
minority in Iraq.   
 
In one of the visits to the refugees in 2012, a refugee, 
who was playing an instrument with two strings that 
should have had seven, told Alex and Sasha, “If I had 
all of my strings, I would make you cry.”  Music in Ex-
ile seeks to preserve this “make you cry” music, and 
the intangible cultural heritage it provides and spread 
awareness of the plight of refugees.  Their recordings, 
along with photographs and short narratives about each 
musician’s life, are hosted on the Music in Exile web-
site, www.musicinexile.org.  Go the Media tab to listen 
to stories and some of the music. 

http://www.musicinexile.org
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Click here:  http://ImmigrationFilmFest.org 

http://ImmigrationFilmFest.org
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Open Discussion: The Secession Crisis 
 

Has our country ever been more divided?  Is it possible to feel today what Americans felt after election of "the 
Black Republican," Abraham Lincoln?  The Lincoln Group of DC hosted a discussion of those anxious months 
during late 1860 and early 1861 to explore the issues of those desperate times and consider possible parallels for 
today.  The discussion took place at NYAPC on August 26. 
 
Lincoln's election in November 1860 began a national crisis that ended with the attack on Fort Sumter and Lin-
coln's call for 75,000 volunteers in April 1861. Those five months saw the secession of seven Deep South states, 
debate on compromises to prevent war, a "peace" convention, Lincoln's inauguration, and controversy over relief 
of Fort Sumter.  LGDC President John Elliff started the program by distributing a list of the 1860 electoral results 
by state and discussing many of the interesting features of the election.   
 
LGDC Vice President John O'Brien distributed a chronological listing of events in the secession crisis and then 
discussed them in detail.  One interesting feature of this presentation was the Peace Convention of February 1861.  
In addition to the contents of the convention’s discussions, the audience was interested in the fact that the conven-
tion was held in the building that formerly housed the F Street Presbyterian Church (a precursor of NYAPC).  
When the New York Avenue Church building was completed in 1859, the old building was sold to the Willard 
Hotel, which used it as a meeting hall.   
 
The program contained opportunities for comments and questions from the knowledgeable audience, and there 
was much lively discussion. 
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Ian Elder sings Schumann & 
Dvořák with Stephen Edwards 

 

  Sunday, October 1, 12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
 The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church 
 

Ian Elder, tenor, will sing in recital in his first appear-

ance in years!  His cousin Stephen Edwards, the Bal-

timore-based pianist, composer, and engineer, will  

accompany him and play some pieces on his own.   

 

The concert will feature Schumann's brilliant 

Liederkreis (song cycle) Op. 24, selections from 

Dvořák's early song cycle Cypresses, plus works 

from Handel, Bach, and Stravinsky. 

 

(Photo credit: Phillipp Zieger) 

 TRANSITIONS 
 

BIRTHS 
 
Isaiah Andrew Smith was born to the proud parents Mike and 
Molly Smith, June 13. 
 
Rosalie Simpson was born to the proud parents Alex and 
Carter Simpson, July 20. 
 
Henry Jamison Doehring was born to proud parents Jamison 
and Katherine Doehring, sister of Corinne Crews and sister-in
-law of Conner Crews, August 31 in Houston, TX.  
 

BAPTISMS 
 
Marit Hays Olson, daughter of Erik and Kate Olson, June 4. 

Claire Beatrice Nowak, daughter of Andrew Nowak and Ali-
son Kootstra Nowak, July 23. 
 
WEDDINGS  
 
No NYAPC members 
 
DEATHS 
 
Donald L. Misner, friend of Lucile Beaver, May 18, 2017 in 
McLean, VA.  
 
John Ying, the father of Evelyn Ying,  June 26, in Seattle, WA  
 
Elaine Liu, cousin of Evelyn Ying and niece of her mother 
Margaret Ying, July 10th, in San Francisco.  
 
William Sheppard, father of Margaret Sheppard-Kelly, July 
24, in Columbus, Ohio. 
  
Heather Riley, grand-niece of Warren Krug, and daughter of 
David (Warren's nephew) and Karen Riley, in late July, in Hawaii. 

Sept 5 — Day 22 of  DACA Vigil — More Pictures 


