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The Spirit is the least developed, or, better yet, most 
neglected, member of the Trinity.  God the Father or 
Mother (the Bible uses both metaphors for God) and 
God the crucified and risen Christ are much more 
developed dimensions of God than God as the  
Spirit.  Now, to be sure, there is one thing you can 
say about the Spirit that is clear—from both the  
Bible and Christian tradition: where the Spirit is, 
there also is God the Mother/Father as well as the 
crucified and risen Christ.  So the Spirit is the Spirit 
of God the Father/Mother and the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ.  And that is saying a lot, perhaps all that 
needs to be said about the Spirit.  So the Spirit is not 
a nebulous thing.  It is God the Source of all that is 
(Father/Mother) and God who was and is present in 
the one who became incarnate and suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, who was raised from the dead, and 
who is currently raising life from the death-tending 
stuff on our world.  That is a lot to say about the 
Spirit.  And just as important, the Spirit’s role is to 
help us discern where God in Christ is at work in 
our time and place.  The Spirit helps us discern, and 
participate in, the movement of God among us – to 
make sense of what God is doing here and now.  
  
In our morning scripture lesson from the book of 
Acts, Peter (quoting from the book of Joel) emphati-
cally repeats something that makes this point about 
the Spirit.  The prophet Joel said that the Spirit’s 

work is to empower young and old, male and fe-
male— even slaves—to prophesy, that is, to make 
sense of what God is doing in the world.  Then  
Peter, underlining this point, adds the words: “and 
they shall prophesy.”  Why does he do this?  Peter 
insists, emphatically, that the Spirit empowers 
young and old, male and female—slaves includ-
ed—to prophesy; the Spirit will enable all of these 
people to make sense of what God is doing here 
and now.  And the inclusion of the last group—
slaves— would have been shocking in both Joel’s 
day and Peter’s, because slaves were the most de-
valued and marginalized of people, those whom 
Jesus sought out in his ministry.  In other words, 
the marginalized—those whom society has  
wounded the most—will be the very ones who make 
sense of what God is doing in our world. 
 
Let’s add another dimension to this portrait of the 
Spirit and the Spirit’s work: the Gospel of John’s 
Pentecost story, our second reading this morning.  
In this scene when the risen Jesus appears to his 
disciples, he breathes on them, giving them the 
Spirit.  Now you’ll note that I included the story of 
Thomas in this reading, which immediately folows, 
because it conveys something critical to our under-
standing of the Spirit that Jesus gives the  
disciples.  For John, the Spirit leads Jesus’ disciples 
into further truth, which is to say that it unfolds the 
significance, the relevance, of what God accom-
plished in Christ (see John 16:12-13); and the story 
of Thomas provides clarity about the nature of this 
truth:  the Spirit’s work is especially attentive to the 
wounds of Christ and to the crucified places in our 
own lives and in the world.  Thomas has, for centu-
ries, been much maligned because he wanted to  
finger the evidence of the crucified and resurrected 
Christ.  “Unless I put my finger in the nail marks, 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” (John 
20:25)  Biblical scholar Richard Hays, however, 
suggests that Thomas is actually quite perceptive, 
insisting on a very important point.  As Hays notes, 
Thomas did not say, “Unless I see his halo, I’ll 
never believe.” He understood that the Christ of 
faith must be the Jesus who was crucified, dead and 
buried. Anything else, anything less, would trivial-
ize the struggle, trivialize the power of evil in the 

(continued on p. 2) 
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world, trivialize the resurrection. The power of 
death is conquered—the wounds remain.  What 
this suggests is that the Spirit sends us into the 
wounded places of the world, the places where we, 
like Jesus, might participate in the Spirit’s work of 
bringing life out of death, healing out of wounded-
ness.   
 
This is no doubt one of the most difficult lessons 
about the work of the Spirit—seeing and believing 
that God is especially at work in the wounded 
places of our lives and those of the world.  The 
Spirit is sending us to those very places.  

 
The church of Christendom, I’m afraid, has been 
slow to embrace this vocation, to see that this is 
precisely where the Spirit is at work in our world.  
With us, or in spite of us, the Spirit is at work in 
wounded places.  I once saw a beautiful Tiffany 
window depicting the risen Christ.  But the hands 
of Christ, in this window, bore no marks of the 
nails.  I was mightily tempted to get a magic  
marker and add them.  The window was created 
during the heyday of mainline Protestantism when 
the Church was pretty much aligned with the  
principalities and powers of the world.  The  
window, in other words, was more an expression 
of the Church triumphant than the Church of the 
crucified and risen Christ.  Therein lies a perennial 
problem of the Church—the temptation to focus on 
the glory of the risen Lord and thus to overlook the 
marks of wounded humanity he bears forever on 
his body. The Spirit of God (the Father/Mother and 
the crucified and risen Christ) is at work in the 
wounded places of the world— with us and 
through us, and even in spite of us if need be.  This 
has been the case for 2000 years.  The great prom-
ise or peril of the Church has to do with whether 
we are the Church triumphant or the church of the 
crucified and risen One! 
 
I am currently serving on the Mission Responsibil-
ity Through Investment Committee of the  
PC(USA).  This is the socially responsible invest-
ment wing of our denomination. Our work is to 
ensure that all of our monies are invested in  
socially responsible ways. The truth is, I was reluc-
tant to serve on this committee; but they needed 
someone to serve, and a friend twisted my arm. 
But it has turned out to be an important learning 
experience—and what I’ve learned is this:  it’s true 

that if you follow the money, you can see all kinds 
of good, bad and everything between.  One of the 
things we are working on right now is climate 
change. Many folk in the PC(USA) want us to di-
vest of fossil fuel companies. But interestingly, oth-
ers have argued for retaining our investments in oil 
companies because otherwise we lose our voice. 
And just this week, we found out that during a 
shareholder’s meeting of ExxonMobil, the Presby-
terian Church (U.S.A.), along with nearly three doz-
en other faith-based communities, put forth a pro-
posal that called on the oil giant to align itself with 
the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement which calls for a 
global target of keeping global temperature rise to 
two degrees Celsius. The proposal also called on 
the oil company to assess its risk related to  
climate change—something that it had been hereto-
fore unwilling to do.  The proposal apparently per-
suaded the shareholders, for it received a whopping 
62.3% of their vote!  Is this not the activity of the 
Spirit, working in, with and through the Church?  
Some may scoff at this, but I don’t.  The Spirit’s 
work leads us to those places where woundedness 
and power collide, and where God is seeking to 
bring life out of the death-tending stuff of the world.   
 
There is a refrain in a Bob Dylan song that goes like 
this: “Something is happening here but you don’t 
know what it is.”  It’s a haunting refrain that speaks 
to the confusions of our life in a world where lies 
and false news become so commonplace that truth 
is hard to discern.  Yet the Spirit is at work in such 
a world, focusing our attention on the wounded  
places, for that is where God in Christ is always to 
be found. And that, to me, is the truth of the  
gospel—the gospel of which, by the Spirit’s power, 
we are witnesses.  Amen. 

(continued from  p. 1) 
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Youth Sunday and Teacher Appreciation Lunch 
by Kristin Ford 

 
This May, the children, youth and families of the New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Church celebrated a year of growing to-
gether in faith through our Christian Education program.  The 
children and youth led worship on May 14, making for a memo-
rable Youth Sunday service, and on May 21, we thanked our 
teachers and caregivers with a celebratory lunch amid sweeping 
city views.  
 
Youth Sunday was a delight, as children from preschool 
through high school shared their gifts, sang together, led us in 
prayer, and brought God’s word to life. Alice, sharing her new-
found love of Biblical storytelling, worked with the children 

and youth to share the story of Jonah through story, word, and 
action.  NYAPC children from first grade to twelfth grade each 
played a part in the beautiful service, with graduating seniors 
Jack Gillies and David Clark sharing their reflections on  
Jonah’s story and its resonance in their lives as they prepare to 
head to college in the fall. 
 
The following Sunday, the Christian Learning Cluster hosted an 
End-of-Year Celebration for our Sunday School teachers,  
where we ate tacos and sushi on the roof of Hal Hiemstra’s  
office and enjoyed time with one another.   
 
Thank you to all the wonderful NYAPC members and friends 
who cared for our children in the nursery and during Worship 
Play, who taught children, youth and adult Sunday School  
classes, and to the staff that makes it possible.   Here’s to  
another vibrant year of faith formation and fellowship in the 
2017-2018 school year! 

The McClendon Scholar in Residence Program 
has a variety of new programs coming up this  
summer and fall. Please mark your calendars now! 

 

June 24-25: Rev. Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas, author of 
Stand Your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of 
God and professor of religion at Goucher College, will 
join us on Saturday, 10 am – noon, and Sunday for 
worship. 

 

Tuesday, July 18, 6-9 pm: An American Conscience: The 
Reinhold Niebuhr Story. Come for a screening of this 
new documentary, followed by a panel discussion with 
the filmmaker. 

 

September 9-10:  Dr. Alice Ogden Bellis, professor of Old 
Testament at Howard Divinity School, will join us  

 Saturday and preach Sunday. 
 

October 28-29: Dr. Walter Brueggemann will join us on 
the weekend that celebrates the 500th anniversary of the 
beginning of the Protestant Reformation. 

http://www.nyapc.org/


AVENEWS Page 4 June 2017 

Having Fun after Worship 
by Cathy Schultheis  

 
Church members work with the Nurture Committee to offer hospi-
tality to members and visitors after each Sunday worship service in 
either the Narthex or at the rear of the Sanctuary.  The sounds of 
happy talk and laughter can be heard as children and adults greet 
each other and select treats (all with a very low calorie count, of 
course!). 

 
Karen Dunlap coordinates for the 8:45 service, Cathy Schultheis 
for the 11:00 service.   We coordinate volunteers on the online ser-
vice called SignUpGenius for the single-service summer period and 
the 8:45 service September-May.   We invite you to volunteer to 
participate as a host or host family at either service.  Volunteers 
provide snacks (bought or homemade), set the table, serve coffee 
and clean up. Contact Karen Dunlap regarding the summer single 
service and the school-year early service.  Contact Cathy Schulthe-
is regarding the school-year second service. 
 
Homemade treats such as those pictured were executed by Liz 
Kelly for Easter.  When trays look particularly beautiful at noon, it 
is because Liz has coordinated the table. The smile you see on my 
face is saying "Thank you for Liz."  

Remembering Blanche 

by Cathy Schultheis  
 

On Saturday, February 18, more than 30 NYAPC members and 
friends gathered at the home of Jenean McKay to remember the 
life of Cherri Eitel's companion and therapy dog, a sweet little 
Shih Tzu named Blanche.   We read scripture, prayed and shared 
memories of Blanche.  We thanked God for her life and for the 
joy and comfort she had brought to Cherri.  Yes, there were tears 
--and smiles and laughter.  Refreshments were served, including 
homemade bone-shaped cookies. 
 
Blanche accompanied Cherri everywhere, riding in the scooter or 
walking beside it.  She was a very brave dog, having no fear of 
Metro trains or buses.  They came to worship regularly at 
NYAPC.  Blanche enjoyed her visits with the children of the 
church as well as the adults who greeted her.   Sometimes she 
would express an opinion about something in worship.  I  
frequently sit in the rear of the Sanctuary and would chuckle upon 
seeing heads, especially those of visitors, turning, trying to locate 
the source of the ruff or bark of approval. I know that we will all 
miss her. 
 
We are thankful for Jenean's gracious hospitality that day and for 
the outpouring of love shown to Cherri at this event and  
subsequently. 

Life Online After Death      
by Cathy Schultheis 

 
Have you ever wondered what happens to your online social ac-
counts such as Facebook, Google, Gmail, Yahoo, Twitter, Pinter-
est, Instagram and Paypal when you die?  When ignored, these 
online accounts tend to remain active online well after the user's 
death and, if a deceased user kept their login and password cre-
dentials completely private,  it can be a daunting task for family 
members to figure out what to do with the accounts.  
 
Some major websites and social networks have implemented poli-
cies for those who need to take care of a deceased user's account, 
including turning it into a memorial page for the deceased.   For 
instance, Facebook has introduced a feature that lets people desig-
nate a "legacy contact"--a family member or friend who can man-
age their account when they have died.  When a legacy contact 
advises Facebook of a person's death, Facebook will memorialize 
the account, and the legacy contact will be able to do things such 
as write a post to display on the memorialized timeline,  
announce memorial services, respond to new friend requests from 
family members and friends who were not yet connected to Face-
book, update the profile picture and cover photo and even down-
load an archive of the photos, posts and profile information they 
shared on Facebook.  
 
Contact each of your online accounts directly to get directions for 
how to plan your digital afterlives--to set up a digital will for 
stored data upon your demise, including whether you want to 
share it with family and friends or delete it altogether.  Each ac-
count has its own rules regarding digital accounts for the  
deceased, including submission of certain documentation.   
Prepare your digital will now--while you can discuss and share 
your decisions with others.  Copies of your digital will should be 
given to family members or friends who will be involved, as well 
as to your attorney.  
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Melodies of Gratitude     

by Cathy Schultheis 
 

I have been given the joy of sharing a "melody of gratitude" with 
members and friends of NYAPC:  those here now, many from the 
past and hopefully, those who are yet to come.  I have come to see 
that people who recognize God's great gifts of life and the dawn-
ing of each new day  experience genuine joy as they make proper 
use of these gifts and, by God's grace, experience transformation.  
As the saints share their melodies of gratitude they are never 
alone but are accompanied richly and fully by their Lord.  They 
leave a legacy of grateful generosity, and to us is given the re-
sponsibility to continue the singing of their melodies as we bear 
witness to God's love for all the children of the world. 
 
Henry Ward Beecher, the 19th century American preacher,  
employed the following image to describe what it means to live 
the life of gratitude.  First, take a bowl of sand mixed with very 
fine iron filings.  With your eyes, look for the filings.  Seeing 
none because of their minute size, comb through the sand with 
your fingers.  Again, the minute filings will elude you. Then take 
a tiny magnet and draw it through the sand and suddenly the  
magnet is covered with iron filings.  Beecher says that an ungrate-
ful person, like our eyes and hands, finds nothing for which to be 
thankful and joyous, while a grateful person is like a magnet 
sweeping the sand--the grateful person finds hundreds of things to 
be thankful for and sings melodies of great joy. 
 
Our task-- our legacy--is to be faithful and persistent planters of 
seeds of hope and love and generous stewardship, thinking not 
just in the present tense, but also in the future tense, utterly confi-
dent that the future belongs to God AND that God's future is 
good.  Edmond McDonald, in an article in The Presbyterian  
Outlook, wrote, “The great events of this world are not battles and 
elections, earthquakes and thunder bolts.  The great events are 
babies, for each child comes with the message that God is not yet 
discouraged with humanity, but is still expecting good will to  
become incarnate in each human life." Make the future bright for 
the babies now and yet to come! 
 
What will your melody of gratitude include while you are still 
enjoying God's gift of life?  Perhaps a generous annual steward-
ship pledge for the ongoing work of the church; a gift to the  
Vision 2020 Capital Campaign to care for our building in which 
we gather for worship and service to others; money to fund a  
special project or program or new ministry; or a celebratory  
Birthday Fund contribution to help those in immediate need or to 
increase the endowment fund that helps provide for the future.  
Would you like to reduce income taxes by gifting appreciated 
stock to the church, or by rolling over a retirement account to the 
church?  Do you own real estate that you no longer need? 
 
Many people think that death is something that happens to others-
-and it is-- until it happens to them.   Now, while you are enjoying 
God's gift of life, is the time to think about including a gift to the 
church in your will or making the church a beneficiary of a retire-
ment account, annuity or life insurance policy.  Sing a melody of 
gratitude for the church of the future!  
 
A colorful story about a hen and a hog was frequently told during 
the civil rights movement of the 1960's to encourage marchers to 
be steadfast in their quest for equality.  I share it with you today to 
encourage you to be steadfast--steadfast in creating your legacy of 
grateful generosity and singing a melody of gratitude.   A hog and 

a hen were in a barnyard across from a busy restaurant to which a 
sign was affixed.  It read, "Ham and Eggs — $1.25."   The hen 
pointed her wing to the sign and said to the hog, "You know, it 
does my heart good to know my personal sacrifice makes it possi-
ble for someone to enjoy such a hearty breakfast!"  The hog  
snorted in reply, "Well, it may be a sacrifice for you, sweetie, but 
for me, it's a total commitment!" Are you totally committed?   Do 
you hear your melody? 

Spirit & Action: Learning from 
Howard Thurman 

By Meg House and Theo Brown 
 

We need both soul justice and social justice, Rev. Joe Dan-
iels emphasized in his May 20 talk, “Where Do We Go from 
Here?”, the final program in the McClendon Scholar-in-
Residence’s four-part series focusing on Howard Thurman’s 
book, Jesus and the Disinherited.  More than 250 people 

attended the programs that were held on Saturday mornings 
in March, April and May. 
 
Thurman's book had a profound influence on Martin Luther 
King, Jr., said Daniels, pastor of Emory Fellowship, a Unit-
ed Methodist congregation. Four DC pastors, representing 
both traditionally African-American and white congrega-
tions, took turns leading each program, all of which includ-
ed music and opportunities for questions and conversation.  
 
An Overflow of Spirit. The series began in March, with 
Rev. Lionel Edmonds of Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church focus-
ing on Thurman’s spirituality. Social action comes out of 
mysticism, out of spiritual practices. Thurman’s mysticism 
is “about liberation from anything that tries to deprive me of 
who I am as a child of God,” said Edmonds. “Get in touch 
with your spirit,” he urged, “so you have energy for  
activism.”   https://
nyapcseekinggodblog.wordpress.com/2017/03/21/mysticism
-social-action-and-reconciliation-a-talk-by-rev-lionel-
edmunds-by-guest-blogger-meg-house/  

(continued on p. 6) 
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Spirituals are Miracles. In the second program, April 10, 
Luther Place Memorial Church’s Rev. Karen Brau spoke 
about how music, specifically African-American spirituals, 
can be transformational, changing how we see the world.  
In her talk, she listed “Five Lessons for Spiritual Activists:” 
1) engage the spirituals, 2) articulate hells, 3) love, love, 
love, 4) engage inner life practice and 5) be mystic  
activists.  https://
nyapcseekinggodblog.wordpress.com/2017/04/20/spiritual-
activists-five-lessons-for-today/ 
 
 
Spiritual Work of Prophetic People. In his talk May 6, 
Rev. Bill Lamar of Metropolitan AME Church pointed to 
insights from Howard Thurman that can help us gain the 
strength we need for "prophetic" action in today's world.  In 
particular, he talked about two spiritual resources that are 
available to all of us: 1) special places that renew us and 
give us a sense of the sacred, and 2) the strength of our an-
cestors—both our direct relatives and others who have 
come before us.   He gave examples of ways that Thurman 
drew on these resources and urged us all to do the same. 
https://nyapcseekinggodblog.wordpress.com/2017/06/10/
the-spiritual-work-of-prophetic-people/ 
 
 
Going Deep into our Faith. Finally, Rev. Joe Daniels  
concluded with his call for soul justice and social justice. 
More conservative churches have often focused on the sav-
ing of souls, while liberal churches have looked to social 
action, but “social justice without soul justice is danger-
ous,” he argued.  Spiritual practices will lead us to act, 
“informed by the fact that Jesus served me … and by the 
God that’s working inside us.”  https://
nyapcseekinggodblog.wordpress.com/2017/06/10/soul-
justice-and-social-justice-where-do-we-go-from-here/ 

Community Club Awards Ceremony 
by Tracey Beeker 

 
On Thursday, May 25, 2017, the 55th class of Community Club 
celebrated another amazing year with an awards ceremony held 
in the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church sanctuary. Our 
church serves as the host facility for students and their tutors to 
meet once a week during the school year. It was an evening that 
celebrated the commitment, dedication and passion for learning 
and making a notable difference for youth in Washington, D.C. 
 
More than 100 students and their tutors took part this year in 
Community Club, which has served students since 1962 by offer-
ing mentorship, stay-in-school incentives and scholarships for 
those going on to higher education and technical training. The 
Community Club program is one of the largest beneficiaries of 
the New York Avenue Foundation, a grant-making entity whose 
mission is to support students in the Washington, D.C. communi-
ty. 
 
This year boasted one of the largest graduating classes in the  
history of Community Club. More than 25 seniors from the pro-
gram will graduate in 2017, including several whose tutors are 
members and on going attendees of the NYAPC community. 

Here are some notes of love and observations from graduating 
seniors and their tutors: 
 
Grace Ajayi and Katherine Leiden. This was Katherine’s first 
time tutoring at Community Club. She and Grace quickly became 
good friends – they even bonded over calculus! 
 
Omosefe Aledan and Karen Mills. Omosefe considers Karen an 
amazing tutor with a beautiful soul. She is thankful for their 
friendship, especially Karen’s willingness to help her during diffi-
cult times. Omosefe will be attending Bowie State in the fall. 
 
Moziqe Howard and David Kroeker-Maus. Moziqe is thankful 
for David’s influence on her life and misses him since he moved 
to Canada. Moziqe, who had the best GPA in her class, will be 
attending college in the fall on scholarship. 
 
Kayla Jordan and Paul Dornan. Kayla has always had a hard 
time with math and considers “Mr. Paul” a patient man who 
taught her so much. She is most appreciative of his care and help-
ing her become the young woman she is. Kayla will be attending 
Norfolk State in the fall.  
 
Wendy Minor and Anne Laroche. As part of the Community 
Club graduation, Anne celebrated the fact that we are living our 
mission as derived from our religious and social heritage. Wendy 
will be pursuing a career in the culinary arts. 
 
We are grateful for everyone who has supported the New York 
Avenue Foundation and this incredibly inspiring academic  
program. With more than 8,000 American students dropping out 
of school each day, programs such as Community Club are vitally  
important to ensure as many students as possible remain in school 
and achieve academic success. With the 2017-2018 school year 
approaching, we hope you will consider making a donation to the 
New York Avenue Foundation in support of this program, or be-
coming a tutor to help a student realize their full potential.  For 
more information, please visit www.communityclub.org.  

(continued from  p. 5) 

Students in the Class of 2017 shown with their tutors  
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NYAPC Play Reading Group 
 by David and Silke Douglass 

 
The inspiration for NYAPC's play reading group was drawn from 
another such group that formed spontaneously at a Church of the 
Pilgrims retreat in 1978. Bruce and Betty Douglass, who attend 
Lewinsville Presbyterian Church, are original members of the 
Pilgrims group, which continues to meet monthly and which cele-
brates its 40th anniversary next year. According to Bruce, "We 
have read and discussed by now over 400 different plays, and we 
have also shared some great meals. In the process, we have 
formed some deep and lasting friendships."  
 
Bruce's and Betty's son, David Douglass, and his wife Silke, who 
were married at NYAPC in November 2016, conceptualized a 
play reading group with a twist -- one that incorporates traditional 
afternoon tea. This is how Silke describes the impetus for the 
group: "We sought to contribute to the culture of the church by 
offering an artistic outlet for members amidst the political turmoil 
and turbulence of the day. We also hoped to carve out a space to 
allow for the creative expression of members who are engaged in 
demanding ministries and pastoral work. Many of these members 
also happen to have an interest in the theater, and by extension, in 
play reading." At each meeting, David and Silke lay out fine  
English Tudor bone china and offer a selection of teas for the 
group. Play readers contribute a delicious array of scones, tea 
sandwiches, and sweet pastries. 
 
The play reading group has so far attracted nearly twenty  
members who meet monthly during the spring and summer 
months, when their schedules permit, to read an edited version of 
a published play in a span of about two hours. The six plays were 
chosen based on their length and the ease with which they can be 
read in two hours with minimal editing. They were also purpose-
fully selected with the goal of maximizing diversity, in terms of 
genre, theme, age, and background of playwright. 
 
The inaugural meeting of the group kicked off in April with a 
reading of The Last Days of Judas Iscariot by Pulitzer Prize  
winning playwright, Stephen Adly Guirgis. This provocative and  
hilarious play, first staged in 2005, explores one of the most 
haunting and enduring questions of Christian ideology: What  
became of Judas Iscariot? Tom Dunlap sums up his thoughts on 
the play: “It sounded like fun. And it was dramatically funny and 
outside of our normal reality. A good chance to ham it up.”  The 
play puts Judas' case on trial, with the inhabitants of Heaven, Hell 
and Purgatory weighing in on his ultimate fate. It invites the read-

er to exam-
ine, with 
the aid of 
humor, 
whether 
Judas'  
infamous 
offense is at 
all explain-
able,  
relatable, 
forgivable 
or redeema-
ble. Nathan 
Moon com-
mented that 
the reading 

invoked "wonderful, easygoing fellowship and a great deal of fun!" 
Barbara Dornan's surprising mastery of the urban vernacular was 
unanimously determined to be the highlight of the play reading. 
 
A Raisin in the Sun was the next play the group tackled, during the 
month of May. This play, written by Lorraine Hansberry, was con-
sidered a revolutionary piece of work and a turning point in Ameri-
can art when it was published in 1959. Before the play, African-
American roles were usually inconsequential and comedic, often 
reinforcing racial stereotypes. Hansberry's own family's experience 
with housing segregation in Chicago served as the inspiration for 
the play. When her father, a prominent real estate broker, bought a 
house in the Washington Park subdivision of Chicago that was re-
stricted to Caucasian-Americans, the family was met with intense 

hostility by local residents. The Kenwood Improvement Associa-
tion sought a mandatory injunction for the Hansberry family to va-
cate their home, which was granted by a Circuit Court judge and 
upheld on appeal by the Illinois Supreme Court. However, the 
Hansberry family fought back and took the case all the way to the 
Supreme Court. Yongo Ding, a member of the play reading group 
and an attorney, provides a synopsis of the importance of the case: 
“A Raisin in the Sun echoes a famous 1940 lawsuit -- Hansberry v. 
Lee -- in which the Supreme Court held that the playwright's family 
had a due process right to challenge a racially discriminatory re-
strictive covenant in court. This case paved the way for the Su-
preme Court, eight years later, to ban racially discriminatory cove-
nants outright in Shelley v. Kraemer.” Paul Dornan compared the 
play to August Wilson's The Piano Lesson insofar as it shared the 
theme of "the power of inheritance in a family in which there has 
been so little to share." According to Paul, "The ensuing conflict 
can tear the family apart -- or somehow be transcended through 
persistent love and sacrifice."   
 
The group's remaining plays include Disgraced, Who's Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?, The Importance of Being Earnest, and Wit. Betty 
Douglass of the Pilgrims group offers a plug and well wishes for 
NYAPC's play reading group: "If you love to read, and if you love 
to attend the production of plays, this group will force you to read a 
whole branch of literature that you otherwise might never read. 
May this group succeed as well as ours has and provide a wonderful 
source of friends through the years.”   People who are interested in 
joining the play reading group should contact Silke. 
silkesookraj@me.com  

mailto:silkesookraj@me.com
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Do Not Be Afraid: Running with 
Easter, Reflections on Biblical Story-

telling for Eastertide 
Preached on May 25, 2017 

Alice Tewell 
 

If you have been to NYAPC since Lent, you may have 
noticed that I have become fascinated with the practice of 
Biblical storytelling, or learning the Bible by heart.  (The 
youth learned the whole book of Jonah on Youth Sunday, 
which totally blew me away.) 

 
I was introduced to this spiritual practice mid-Lent by 
Rev. Casey Fitzgerald, Associate Pastor at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Alexandria and professional Bibli-
cal storyteller.  Her project was to gather five women 
across National Capital Presbytery to tell the story of the 
Woman at the Well (John 4:1-42) at the NEXT Church 
National Conference in Kansas.  It was something I said 
YES to because frankly I respected the women that were 
asked and wanted the opportunity to get to know them 
better.   What I didn’t realize was how that Biblical story 
would become so engrained in me.  The part that I 
learned, “Look around.  The harvest is ripe for reap-
ing!” became implanted so deeply that I began to see the 
words everywhere inviting me to look around and 
see God’s beautiful creation and God’s harvest ALIVE 
and active in this world.   
 
Inspired by this opportunity to learn the Biblical story by 
heart, during the latter half of Lent when the readings 
from the Gospel of John became rather long — we exper-
imented with this practice in church, not requiring our 
liturgists and pastors to memorize the text but rather to 
read it so that the words become second nature so that the 
words of the Biblical story become like telling a close 
friend the best story in the world. That is what the Gospel 
message is, right?  The best story in the world.  
 
For Easter I took the challenge to memorize the Easter 
story from Matthew 28:1-10.  For two weeks, I ran out-
side with the story.  I uploaded it onto my phone, and as I 

chugged along a few miles each day, I repeated a phrase 
in my head, gradually adding phrase on top of phrase.  It 
was a deeply spiritual practice to experience and notice 
the presence of God as the trees and birds were chang-
ing over from winter to spring.  Seeing the unfolding of 
spring all around me all while repeating the Easter story 
in my head, I began to experience the story of the wom-
en of the tomb.  These are the women who rose early to 
check on Jesus’ body expecting a crucified man to still 
be there.  
Central to the story, I kept hearing the words from the 
angel and then Jesus saying  “DO NOT BE AFRAID.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These are words that we need to hear today as Christians 
— as people of the post-resurrection era, as Eastertide 
people.  These are words that meet us in our creatureli-
ness — our fears of not fitting in, of not doing well 
enough, of completely messing everything up, of never 
being recognized or never getting the opportunity to be 
seen.   
 
These are words too that meet us in our fears that are 
more global — fears of that are based in a very real and 
scary reality of the often violent world that we live 
in.  These are fears that we felt this week as we experi-
enced the real and horrific violence against mostly 
women and children in Manchester.  These are the very 
real fears from the family of Liliana Cruz Mendez, a 
mom of children ages 4 and 10 years old from Falls 
Church, VA who was detained at her regularly sched-
uled Immigration and Customs Enforcement check-
in.  It feels as though the world is too scary — that there 
is too much horror and injustice and not enough real 
peace.  It feels easy to simply feel afraid and do noth-
ing.  Fear can be immobilizing.   
 

(continued on p. 9) 



AVENEWS June 2017 Page 9 

As I was driving home yesterday, I saw a young African- 
American man pulled over for what I assumed to be a 
traffic violation on 15th Street in front of the White 
House.  I wondered what level of fear he felt or how he 
has been taught by his mother to act so calmly so as to 
avoid any kind of violence.   I took note that my son’s 
first driving lesson won’t likely be about how to interact 
with the police.  I wondered what my role is as a Chris-
tian in offering protection for this young man.  As I ran 
and meditated on the words “Do not be afraid,” I 
heard the realness and the concrete particularity of our 
fears, and I heard that it is in those places of deepest trau-
ma that God meets each and every one of us.  
 
I heard that the Gospel calls out for us to take the risk of 
the relationship, to take the risk of being hurt, to take the 
risk of being changed, and enter with hands held in com-
passion into each other’s space.  The Gospel calls each of 
us to take on the risk and burden of another — and 
through this deep binding to become closer to who we 
are and whose we are called to be.  Jesus knew that and 
felt that very real fear as he faced the cross on his journey 
to Jerusalem and then during that week of trial and exe-
cution.  So when Jesus says, “DO NOT BE AFRAID,” he 
is saying that he knows this feeling.  He is saying to us, 
“I know how it feels to be immobilized.  I know the feel-
ing of wanting to pull the blankets over your head.  I 
know the feeling of feeling so tired.” 
 
But in the words of DO NOT BE AFRAID, what I 
gained from reading the Easter story over and over, run-
ning with it, with each pound of the foot on the pave-
ment, hearing the words of Jesus saying, “DO NOT BE 
AFRAID” and “DO NOT LET YOUR FEAR PARA-
LYZE YOU.”  Don’t give up. Don’t throw in the 
towel.  Don’t give up, because you don’t face all of 
these fears alone.  
 
You might be like the women at the tomb the first day 
who came so early because they knew nowhere else to 
go.  Even if it was just the body of Jesus, they wanted to 
be with him.  When Jesus appeared in the flesh — “they 
immediately came to him, took hold of his feet, and wor-
shiped him.”    
 
We might be like the disciples who hid in the upper room 
for days in fear of the religious authorities.  We might be 
like Thomas who needed to experience the wounds of 
Christ for himself, who needed to see how God had so 
concretely took on all of the pain and suffering of this 
world upon God-self. 
 
We might be like the one witnessing the story from afar 
knowing the pain and suffering of those earliest followers 
and knowing the pain and suffering of God’s people to-
day.  We might feel the urge to get up outside of our-
selves and try on what it feels like to follow that call and 

“Do not be afraid.” 
 
Whoever we are in the story — in reading and repeating 
and learning the story by heart, the story is for all of us — 
that God is alive and active, that God is with us in the 
deepest traumas, and that God says that as the body of 
faith, we are to be present for one another.  
 
Over the next months, I encourage you to take out a Bibli-
cal story — perhaps your favorite one — and read it over 
and over.  Read it in little chunks, savoring on each word 
and phrase, noticing the shift and tone of the voices, notic-
ing how the story tells in parts and as whole.  I hope you 
will learn a Biblical story by heart.  And if you choose a 
lectionary passage (or ask Roger or me for one), we would 
love for you to share your Biblical reading in worship.  
 

Intergenerational Class in Biblical Storytelling 
 

Sundays, July 23 and July 30:    
Learning to Tell the Bible by Heart   
 
Anyone can tell a story!  Join us for an interactive 
workshop on how to tell parts of the Biblical story 
by heart.  This workshop can be geared to anyone 
Grade K and up.  If you are planning to bring your 
very young child, please let Associate Pastor Alice 
Tewell (alice.tewell@nyapc.org) know so she can 
prepare accordingly.  This workshop will also be 
useful for anyone serving as a Scripture reader. 

(continued from  p. 8) 
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NYAPC Presbyterian Women Meet with  
Muslim Women from Esther Bloom Mosque in 

Fairfax 
by Marilyn J. Seiber 

 
NYAPC Presbyterian Women, led by Rev. Alice Tewell, in-
vited the women of Esther Bloom Mosque in Fairfax to have 
lunch and conversation about our lives and faith.  The Imam 
of the mosque had previously invited Rev. Tewell and others 
from NYAPC to join members of Esther Bloom Mosque for 
meals during Ramadan.  At the conclusion of this year’s  
Horizons Bible study, the PW group decided to reach out to 
the women of the mosque.  On May 2, 2017, seven women 
from Esther Bloom Mosque joined ten women from 
NYAPC—Angeline Barnes, Miriam Dewhurst, Barb Dornan, 
Peggy Evans, Esther Moring, Marilyn Seiber, Alice Tewell, 
Lenora Thierry, Sonia Wall and Elizabeth Young—at Shalal 
Kabob Restaurant for good Middle-Eastern food and good 
conversation.  The discussions never lagged, and the women 
shared stories of their families, backgrounds, professions and 
experiences. We prayed in English and in Arabic.  There was 
an immediate enthusiasm and comfort level as we learned 
about each other, our faiths, our church and mosque. 
 
Among the bits of information we learned about our Muslim 
guests were: 
 
Nebru is a journalist who arrived in the U.S. last year with her 
husband, a newspaper professional, and their son and daugh-
ter, 19 and 12 years old, fleeing from Istanbul, Turkey before 
the coup.  Their journalist friends are imprisoned, their family 
members remain in Turkey, it is dangerous to contact them, 
and they can never go back under the current government. 
 
Nili was born and raised in Germany; her husband was born 
in Turkey but raised in Germany; but they met as students in 
the U.S.!  Nili has two soccer-loving boys, ages 10 and 5. 
 
Nebahat is Turkish with four sons, the oldest of whom is 28, 
and would like to be a doctor.  Her husband sells cars.  She 
was particularly interested in how we do religious education. 
 
We all were grateful for the opportunity to meet each other.  
Nili gave each of the NYA women a gift bag with a card, 
Turkish chocolate bar and a good-luck key chain.  They asked 
if we would be interested in coming to the mosque for one of 
their women’s gatherings and we said yes enthusiastically.  
We look forward to seeing them again, meeting more women 
from the mosque, and learning about their faith and practices. 

 “Music in Exile” Organizers Visit 
NYAPC on June 18 

by Alex Ebsary and Marilyn J. Seiber 
 

In October 2016, the founders of Music in Exile, Alex Ebsary and 
Sasha Ingber, traveled to the Kurdistan Region of Iraq to record 
the music of Iraqi and Syrian refugees who have fled regional 
instability. Most musicians were living in refugee camps. Alex 
reports that they visited six refugee and IDP (Internally Displaced 
People) camps near Erbil and Duhok as well as homes, a music 

school, and instrument shop to record 30 musicians. “We found 
Syrian Kurds, Iraqi Christians, Yezidis of Sinjar, Arabs from 
Baghdad—a crescendo of voices recounting the crises of war and 
displacement,” says Sasha. Music in Exile distributed more than 
300 sets of oud and saz strings to musicians around Kurdistan. 
Their story and efforts in Iraq were recorded and highlighted by 
National Public Radio’s “Weekend Edition,” among many other 
outlets in the United States. 
 
Alex is a Presbyterian from Buffalo, NY (the Buffalo Presbytery) 
who is a friend of Rev. Rami al-Maqdasi, the Presbyterian Inter-
national Peacemaker hosted by NYAPC in September/October for 
World Communion Sunday.  Music in Exile is a DC-based non-
profit that documents musicians who have been displaced from 
their homes by war and violence. Alex is a Middle East expert, 
and Sasha is a multimedia journalist. So far, they are focused on 
documenting the humanitarian crisis in Iraq and Syria, which has 
left more than 11 million people displaced. In the future, they will 
cover other displacement crises.  
 
In early June, Music in Exile traveled to Lincoln, Nebraska 
(helped in part by a grant from NYAPC’s Peace and Justice Com-
mittee) to record the songs and stories of Yezidis who have been 
displaced from their homes in northern Iraq.  Lincoln has the larg-
est settlement of Yezidis in the U.S. The Yezidis are a Kurdish 
religious minority with beliefs that are similar to the ancient Zo-
roastrian religion.  
 
Their recordings, along with photographs and short narratives 
about each musician’s life, are hosted on the Music in Exile web-
site www.musicinexile.org. Their goal is to preserve their intangi-
ble cultural heritage and spread awareness of the plight of refu-
gees. Alex and Sasha presented their work and shared the record-
ings from Nebraska with the NYAPC Adult Christian Education 
class on June 18 at 9:00 a.m. 

http://www.musicinexile.org/
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NYAPC — Becoming a Sanctuary Church 
by Alice Tewell 

 
On March 21, 2017 we joined hands and in prayer with 80 other 
Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Unitarian and Humanist congrega-
tions (and about 200 people at the rally) to launch the DMV 
(District-Maryland-Virginia) Sanctuary Network.  It was a glori-
ous day to celebrate our unity in diversity and our pledge to sup-
port the most vulnerable in our community.  Perhaps you are 
wondering how we got here?  How did we become a Sanctuary 
Church?  Here is my (Alice’s) perspective on how we became a 
Sanctuary Church, joining this historic and Spirit-led move-
ment.   

 
“Immigrants and Refugees Welcome.”  In resistance to the Exec-
utive Order banning refugees from seven majority Muslim coun-
tries and discriminating against Muslims, for the last two months 
those have been the words on our sermon board on both sides of 
our church.  Until the executive ban is fully rescinded, until ICE 

 

(Immigration and Customs Enforcement) is no longer directed to 
raid immigrant homes in our community, and until DACA 
(Delayed Action for Childhood Arrivals) candidates no longer 
live in fear of unfair deportation, that sign will continue to hang 
prominently in front of The New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in Washington DC.  As Christians seeking after God’s 
justice and because of our physical positioning, just four blocks 
east of the White House, we feel this deep calling to stand up as a 
Sanctuary Church. 

Clergy and laity at the launch of the DMV Sanctuary Movement.  Note Sam McFerran, Roger Gench and Alice Tewell. 
Also note Imam Ali Siddiqui, of the Muslim Institute for Interfaith Studies and Understanding, who is from Pakistan, in the 
lower right, and who helped in the accompaniment of Liliana Cruz Mendez. 

Fritz, Martha Davis, Rebecca Davis 

(continued on p. 12) 
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The Background of Becoming a Sanctuary Church 
 
Last spring Kathy Doan, a ruling elder at NYAPC and a longtime 
advocate for the immigrant community, and Maricelly Malave, 
Co-Founder of Sanctuary DMV (District-Maryland-Virginia), 
met with me to share an evolving need for churches and commu-
nities to join the New Sanctuary Movement.  They shared the 
history of this ancient practice for temples, churches, and even 
whole cities to declare themselves as a place of refuge for people 
accused of crimes in which they feared unfair retribution. They 
said that the U.S. churches first used Sanctuary as part of the Un-
derground Railroad, helping slaves pass to freedom during the 
Civil War. 

 
In the 1970s, when refugees from the civil wars in Central Ameri-
ca began to come to the United States seeking shelter, the U.S. 
government did not recognize them as political refugees seeking 
asylum.  Many were deported and faced death squads on their 
return.  In response to this dire situation, the Sanctuary Movement 
was formed.  At its peak, there were over 500 member congrega-
tions. In 1986, the Sanctuary Movement won the inclusion of 
Central America as part of our immigration laws. 
 
Starting in the summer of 2014, we started seeing the return of the 
humanitarian crisis, with thousands of unaccompanied minors 
fleeing violence and forced gang participation in Central America 
seeking safety in the United States. Moreover, eleven million 
undocumented persons are living in the United States, many who 
have lived here for more than ten years.  These members of our 
community — these friends, family members and neighbors are 
all at the risk of deportation. 
 
In the fall of 2016, Kathy and Maricelly gave an Adult Education 
class presenting on the Sanctuary Movement. In October, the Ses-
sion, the governing board of the church, voted to form a task 
force to study what it would mean to sign on as a Sanctuary 
Church.  Days before the inauguration of the current President, by 
a vote of Session, NYAPC joined with over 400 churches across 
the country to make the following public pledge: 
 
As people of faith and people of conscience, we pledge to resist 
the newly elected administration’s policy proposals to target and 
deport millions of undocumented immigrants and discriminate 
against marginalized communities. We will open up our congre-
gations and communities as sanctuary spaces for those targeted 
by hate, and work alongside our friends, families, and neighbors 
to ensure the dignity and human rights of all people. 
 
This pledge affirmed the church’s role in the Sanctuary Move-
ment consistent with the church’s mission to be an inclusive jus-
tice-seeking congregation trying to live out Jesus’ command that 

we welcome the hungry, the naked, the estranged and the outcast. 
In signing the pledge, the church committed to hang an 
“immigrants welcome” sign out front of the church, to connect 
the church with those working in the field, to educate ourselves 
and then advocate for the needs of those seeking sanctuary, and to 
inform immigration service providers that the church is willing to 
provide sanctuary.  Due to all of the details that still needed to be 
discussed, in January the church did not commit to physically 
housing individuals or families. 
 
Where We Are Now 
 
Since January 20, we have seen policies, words and inaction out 
of the current administration that deeply hurt immigrants, refu-
gees and both the Muslim and Jewish communities.  We are hear-
ing immigrant neighbors say they feel so scared that they are 
afraid to go to public spaces.  Some are afraid to send their chil-
dren to school.  We have felt that our Christian faith has been 
deeply challenged, and that the justice of God is under deep 
threat and abuse. 
 
In joining the Sanctuary Network a congregation needs to pledge 
support to one of 4 areas. Short of hosting, we have committed to 
the other areas. 

1.Hosting:    Actually taking a member of the community into 

sanctuary on the church property.   Or supporting another congre-
gation that is hosting a person in sanctuary. 
 
2.Accompaniment: Going with a member of the community to 
an ICE check-in to be the eyes and ears on the ground as well as 
offering support and care. 

 
3.Rapid Response Network:  Being part of a network of people 
who respond when one of our neighbor’s homes is raided by ICE. 
 
4.Providing Know Your Rights presentations for allies or im-
migrants 

 

Religious Leaders in front of NYAPC welcoming refugees 

(continued on p. 13) 
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More on these four specific areas will follow in further articles. 
 
In this New Sanctuary movement, as per the pledge, we have 
committed to stand alongside all people who are under threat 
and vulnerable. These communities include the Black Lives 
Matter movement, the Muslim community, the Jewish communi-
ty, the LGBTQI community, and women.  Every day we are seek-
ing to see how we best live into this pledge. 
 
Here is how we believe we have been in action thus far: 
 
On the steps in front of the Sanctuary days before the Executive 
Order (EO) was put in place, we hosted a press conference put 
together by Church World Service, the Presbyterian Office of 
Public Witness in Washington and Faith in the Public Life — 
standing up against the then-proposed EO barring refugees and 
discriminating against Muslims.  The words from Rev. Jimmie 
Hawkins, the new Director of the Presbyterian Office of Public 
Witness in Washington, resonated with me: “Now is the time for 
the faith community to stand up for immigrants and refu-
gees.  Now is the time to stand up for our common humanity.” 
 
Since then, we have created a petition asking Presbyterian mem-
bers of Congress to stand for their faith and against the EO.  We 
sent in the petition with over 1,100 signatures from our congrega-
tion and from churches across the country. 
 
Our church has joined in the “No Muslim Ban” protests against 
the Executive Order. We have gathered in front of the White 
House, at the steps of the Capitol and at the Washington Monu-
ment protesting the current administration’s policies against im-

migrants and refugees.  We, from age two to eighty, have gath-
ered after church and walked the just four blocks over to the 
White House to add our voices to the many in protest. 
 
We have shared the Session’s decisions with the congregation in 
worship and in our weekly newsletter.  The Sanctuary Taskforce 
has continued to gather and attend city-wide meetings at All 
Souls Unitarian Church on how we can best live into our commit-
ment and support both the immigrant community and places of 
faith. At those city-wide meetings, members have begun Rapid 
Response Network training and Accompaniment training.  Kathy 
Doan has provided a workshop at the National Capital Presbytery 
Open Space to engage other Presbyterian churches in this net-
work. 
 
Additionally, we have begun to train the church staff on how to 
respond if someone seeking sanctuary comes to our door.  Al-

ready we have visitors from Iran and Mexico wanting to learn 
more about our work as a Sanctuary Church. 
 
Looking to the future where there may be some very real need to 
take a longstanding member of our local community into sanctu-
ary, we have begun the planning of the necessary details:  where 
the person would sleep, shower and eat. We have also planned for 
legal representation for the church.  All of this planning takes a lot 
of time! 
 
We continue to learn and discern where we are called and 
how we live into our new identity as a Sanctuary Church. We 
know it will not be easy and there is risk involved. But from the 
short time of becoming a Sanctuary Church, we have witnessed 
new wellsprings of activism and engaged faith in our congrega-
tion. We hope that you join us in this calling too, and that as sis-
ters and brothers united in one faith, one baptism, and one Lord, 
we may together live into our shared faith where all are held up as 
beloved children of God. 
 
For more information and for sources for this article, please visit: 
 
http://www.sanctuarynotdeportation.org/ 
http://sanctuarydmv.org/ 
http://sanctuarydmv.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/toolkit-
sanctuary_movement_updated-2.pdf 
 
Blessings, Alice 

Launch of the DMV Sanctuary 
Movement on March 21 

by Fritz von Fleckenstein 
 

On March 21, clergy and laity from 80 
churches in the Greater Washington 
Area, colloquially known as the DMV 
(District, Maryland and Virginia) 
launched the Sanctuary Movement in 
this area.  Our clergy people Roger 
Gench and Alice Tewell were there, 
along with Sam McFerran, whom we 
still consider our own though he was 
representing First Congregational Unit-
ed Church of Christ.  NYAPC laypeo-
ple included Kathy Doan, Rebecca Da-
vis, Martha Davis and Fritz von Fleck-
enstein.  There were scores of paper 
butterflies representing freedom and 
many signs expressing solidarity with immigrants.  One sign held 
by a child stated, “Aliens are from Mars.” 

 

The speeches were similarly uplifting.  I particularly remember 
one speech that ended with Martin Luther’s statement, “Here I 
stand. I can do no other,” which seemed particularly apt.  After 
the speeches, we processed down 16th Street, launched on our 
way by a general peal of the bells of Foundry United Methodist 
Church.  We ended up in Lafayette Park, where we were ad-
dressed by the Right Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde, Episcopal Bish-
op of Washington, who reminded us that while there was no long-
er a legal right to sanctuary, we had a moral right and duty to 
shelter the defenseless and to defend them from those who would 
harm them.  All in all, it was a very exhilarating day! 

(continued from  p. 12) 
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Standing Up for Families by Supporting  
Veronica Castro 

by John O’Brien 
 
I had read that we were going to deport the wife of an honorably 
discharged U.S. Army sergeant who had been wounded during 
his service.  The couple has four citizen children, two of whom 
have serious disabilities.  The husband is unable to work because 
of his service injury.  “Fake News,” I thought.  No honorable 
country would even consider breaking up such a family.  The 
announced immigrant deportations are supposed to focus on the 
worst criminals.  The prospective deportee in this story is 48-year
-old Veronica Castro.  She has been going to annual immigration 
check-ins in Baltimore since 2011, when she was accused of en-
tering the country with a false Border Crossing Card.   
 
I went to the Baltimore ICE office last month and stood with 
about 100 others in a light drizzle to encourage Veronica and her 
family as she made her check-in visit.  We were there as the 
DMV Sanctuary Congregation Network to add our voice and 
support through their unspeakable ordeal.  We told them they 
weren’t alone.  Veronica went before the ICE officer with an at-
torney and three clergy.  I learned that the ICE administrative 
officer has unlimited, arbitrary, extra-judicial discretion.  This is 
a process that is not subject to the regular protections of law.  
Veronica could have been detained in that office, not to see her 
family again, as has happened to hundreds like her.  In this case, 
she was told she would not be deported but must report back in a 
year.  No real assurance, and still under a threat.  She could be 
picked up before then.  Her husband described that soggy morn-
ing as “a wonderful day. We get one more year to be together,” 
he said, “and hopefully more.”  
 
News reports tell us that half the immigrants picked up under the 
new administration’s policies had no criminal records or had mi-
nor traffic offenses.  Many have been wrongly deported when 
they were legally here.  Veronica’s story reminds us that behind 
these numbers are hard-working family members who want only 
to be safe.  My faith requires that we care for the strangers among 
us, and all who are oppressed.  These immigrants have no re-
course to normal legal protections.  They have only the support 
that aroused citizens can lend.   
   
It has been many years since I last participated in a protest 
demonstration.  I have not been a protest kind of guy.  But I can-
not stand by and wonder, “What kind of faith people will we be-
come?”       

Sanctuary Testimony for Veronica:   
“Being Speaking Stones for Justice” 

by Rev. Dr. Sharon Stanley-Rea 
 

( Delivered at Veronica Castro’s ICE check-in appoint-
ment, during a press conference outside the Baltimore ICE office 
with Sanctuary DMV Congregation Partners on April 4,  2017.  
Dr. Stanley-Rea is with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Refugee & Immigration Ministries, and coordinator of the Dy-
namic Downtown Congregations of the Sanctuary DMV Congre-
gations.  She can be reached at sstanley@dhm.disciples.org ) 

 
That collection of texts my faith tradition calls the Bible—and 
which some call “the ultimate immigration handbook”--is filled 

with family stories, character journeys, community responses 
impossible to separate from the challenges and inspiration of 
immigrant families like Veronica’s--marginalized into hiding and 
disenfranchised through chiding every day.   

 
Moses’ family reached for the basket to find new hope on a jour-
ney beyond the bulrushes.  Veronica’s son’s medical condition 
led her to take a chance on a risky journey too. 
   
In Ruth, Naomi had always provided for her family.  But when 
grief struck and her sons died, she depended on her immigrant 
daughter-in-law to help her.  In Veronica’s story, her husband 
Ricardo always worked, and gave service to his nation--but now 
needs her care as a disabled veteran.  
 
Abraham and Sarah in Genesis Chapter 20 had taken incredible 
chances—even posing before King Abimelech as brother and 
sister—to find true stability for their family.  God rewarded their 
courage with land and finances.  Veronica and Ricardo have 
made sacrifice after sacrifice for their other children, to seek to 
keep their family together today.  We pray God may reward them 
in this moment of her ICE appointment with the opportunity to 
stay together. 
 
For these connections with faith--and until immigration is re-
formed in a way that provides a path to citizenship for many im-
migrants who have contributed years to our society, congrega-
tions, synagogues, mosques, temples, and ethical communities--
we are called upon to lay the stepping stones of hope for families 
like Veronica’s.  We seek to build a “hospitality highway” be-
cause our ancient faith history calls us to.  And, we endeavor to 
show hospitality because of how our “near heritage” in the 
1980’s assisted migrants seeking protection from Central Ameri-
ca.   
      
We seek to construct a pathway with the purpose not to make 
some “partisan political statement,” but also because we crave to 
join in prophetic partnership with faith leaders in our earlier his-
tory who dared to receive Jews cast out by Nazi Germany, who 
cared for farms and properties when Japanese were unjustly in-
terned, who helped slaves at risk find freedom through under-
ground railroads not far away from where we plant our feet today 
here in Maryland.   
      
And we pray to work, side by side, as a beloved community 
where Dr. King envisioned “bigotry and prejudice will be re-
placed by an all-inclusive spirit of sisterhood and brotherhood” 
because it models the behavior of God’s spirit that insisted cities 
of refuge were provided in ancient days, as in Numbers 35, as a 
response for unjust punishments.  
      
In today’s sanctuary movement, we seek to lay down stones for a 
path that leads away from our nation’s grossly expensive, family 
destroying deportation and wall-building machine.  And, we in-
vite you to join us to create it, as well.   
      
My own faith tradition describes how, when Jesus entered Jerusa-
lem as a leader in the week before his death, he proclaimed jus-
tice, because if he did not do so, EVEN THE VERY STONES 
WOULD CRY OUT THEMSELVES.   

      
More than 80 faith communities from over 19 different faith tra-
ditions in the DC, Maryland, and VA. region have said  
WE WILL BE THOSE SPEAKING STONES.  We will NOT 

(continued on p. 15) 
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stay silent while families like Veronica’s are suffering.   
      

We will offer a loud voice and meaningful presence in many 
ways, because the “sanctuary movement” of today is shown in 
many forms:   
  
--in accompaniment with immigrants, showing solidarity as they 
go to appointments like today’s previously routine ICE check-in 
and to legal hearings, which have become traps for detention and 
family separation in this time 
 
--in rapid response, where faith communities show up during 
raids, and to minister to families following such trauma; 
 
--by offering Know Your Rights trainings, and helping communi-
ties practice for protection 
 
--by helping to seek legal aid and raise up community testimony 
to free individuals from detention 
 
--perhaps by hosting families at risk of deportation in our faith 
facilities 
      
And, by standing with Veronica now today, we all are laying the 
path stones of sanctuary protection.  May we continue, ever loud-
er, to cry out against injustice, remembering as we do the coura-
geous voice of Sister Darlene Nicgorski, who in the 80’s said in 
the “Sanctuary Trials,” “(In light of) the conditions I have seen 
and heard….what could I have done, knowing what I knew…but 
to stop the deportations?” 

Liliana Cruz Mendez--A Saga of Deportation 
by Fritz and Ruth von Fleckenstein 

 
On May 18, we were invited by the Sanc-
tuary DMV churches to accompany Lili-
ana Cruz Mendez, a 28-year old Salva-
doran immigrant with two young children 
and a loving husband, to her mandatory 
check-in at the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement Field Office in Fairfax, VA, 
a few blocks from the Dunn Loring metro 
station.  She came to America in 2006, 
when she was 18, to join a brother living 
in Virginia, because she had been threat-
ened by an older man who once held a 
pistol to her head to coerce her into hav-
ing a romantic relationship.  
 
In 2013, she was stopped by a traffic policeman for having a defec-
tive rear light and was discovered to have no driving license, which 
she could not get because of her undocumented status.  The police 
reported her to ICE. This misdemeanor was enough to put her on 
ICE’s list for deportation, and she was held for several days in a 
cell with her nursing baby and then released with an ankle bracelet; 
but prosecutors exercised their discretion to close her case, the 
ankle brace was removed, and she was allowed to stay, needing 
only to check in with ICE once a year.  In 2014 and 2015, she qual-
ified for additional stays of deportation.  It was assumed that she 
would also qualify for such a stay this year, but with the uncertain-
ties and violent rhetoric of the current administration, it was con-
sidered best to have clergy and lay friends accompany her to the 
check-in. 

When we got there, we found a charming and loving young wom-
an, who frequently caressed her two young children Danyca, 4, 
and Stephen, 10.  Her husband, Rene Bermudez, who is in the last 
stages of receiving his green card, was also there.  The 26 of us 
held a small rally and vigil, and were addressed by a local Imam, 
Ali Siddiqui, of the Muslim Institute for Interfaith Studies and 
Understanding, who had immigrated from Pakistan when his life 
was threatened, and who said that he had received help from 
many people during his time in this country.  There were also 
Unitarian Universalist and other clergy.  At the appointed time, 
Liliana went into the building with her lawyer, and we continued 
the vigil.  The representative of the company who owned the mall 
asked us to move, so we crossed the road to demonstrate on the 
other side.  We waited and waited, expecting Liliana to emerge 
with her lawyer, but she did not come. 
   
After two hours, we heard from the lawyer that Liliana’s case had 
been opened again, and she had been taken into custody, and 
would be held at a detention center pending her deportation.    
Later that day, we were invited to return for a rally at 4:00 pm, 
which we did, and found some 50 people demonstrating.  CASA 
lawyers explained that Liliana had been transferred to the Wil-
liamsburg city jail, three hours’ drive from her husband and chil-
dren, who were allowed to visit only once a week and were sepa-
rated from her by a glass panel.  People were urged to call the 
Virginia senators and the local congressman to appeal for her 
release.  A move was also made to get the governor of Virginia to 
pardon her for her misdemeanor. 
 
On May 22, we again rallied for Liliana, this time in front of the 
Department of Homeland Security office in DC, with about 60 
people, including our pastors Roger Gench and Alice Tewell.  
Many people spoke, including Rene Bermudez, who thanked us 
for our support.  The fieriest speaker was Representative Luis 
Guttierrez, Democrat of Illinois, who led us in English and Span-

ish chants.  https://gutierrez.house.gov  
 
On May 24, Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe pardoned Liliana for 
past driving offenses, hoping his decision would help thwart 
Homeland Security agents’ attempts to deport her.  He managed 
to speed up the process, taking three days rather than the usual 45 
days. 
 
On the morning of June 1, we met at the White House for one 
final rally, with more than a hundred people, including NYAPC 
members Tom Dunlap and Rebecca Davis, to protest Liliana’s 
deportation.  Twenty of the CASA volunteers protesting decided 
to do civil disobedience by sitting down on the sidewalk in front 
of the White House, and were arrested.  One of the speakers at 
this rally, an immigrant from Brazil, spoke passionately about the 
way in which the deportations were separating mothers and chil-
dren, and begged the government to stop these deportations.  It 
was very hard to listen to her without weeping.  
  
We expected that Liliana would be deported on Saturday, June 3, 
but she remained in Williamsburg another week, and was only 
recently transferred to Louisiana, in preparation for an imminent 
departure to El Salvador. 
 
Thanks to everyone who participated in these vigils and rallies.  
Although we did not succeed in freeing Liliana, we have demon-
strated the cruelty of the current system and the crying need to 
reform it, but that is cold comfort for Liliana and her family. 

(continued from  p. 14) 
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People’s Climate March 
by Fritz von Fleckenstein 

 
On April 29, two hundred thousand people marched in Washing-
ton, D.C. to support efforts to mitigate climate change.  NYAPC 
again hosted marchers, as we had for the Women’s March in Jan-
uary.  There was also a gathering of young people on the 28th to 
talk about the role of students and youth in this political moment, 
build relationships with other climate justice leaders from across 
the country and strategize for what comes next.  Most of the 
young people also marched on the 29th.  In addition, an NYAPC 
contingent marched in the parade, carrying the Peace and Justice 
Committee’s banner.  Many members and staff members of 
NYAPC helped by hosting the young volunteers, as well as keep-
ing the church open as a rest station for the People's Climate 
Change March.  As a rest station, as always, our doors were open 
for guests to use the bathrooms and have some water. 
 
Here are some pictures from the March:   

David Powell and Kathy Doan carrying the NYAPC Banner 

Ruth 
With 
Peace 
Corps 
Friends 
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May Day Immigrants’ March 
by Fritz von Fleckenstein 

 
On May 1 of this year, Marsha Renwanz and I participated in the 
May Day Immigrants’ March, which was essentially a labor 
march organized by the AFL-CIO.  There were not a lot of peo-
ple, perhaps a few hundred, but they made up in enthusiasm what 
they lacked in numbers.  Many of them had braved dismissal 
from their jobs by taking time off during a working day to march.  
Several members of the DMV Sanctuary Movement, including 
Rev. Sharon Stanley-Rea of National City Christian Church (and 
coordinator of the Dynamic Downtown Churches group in the 
Sanctuary DMV), participated the next day in the “walk back” in 
which workers who took time off are accompanied to their work-
place by respected members of the community who can intercede 
for them with their employers.   
 
Sharon mentioned that the young worker whom she accompanied, 
a high school student who worked part time at a restaurant in Co-
lumbia Heights called El Tio Tex-Mex Grill (3345 14th St NW 
Washington, DC 20010), was worried that he would be fired.  
Actually, it turned out that the owner of El Tio decided to close 
the restaurant that day, because so many of his workers wanted to 
attend the march!  Rev. Sharon, in recounting this incident at a 
meeting of the Dynamic Downtown Churches, recommended that 
people looking for a place to eat in that neighborhood should defi-
nitely patronize El Tio in gratitude for its enlightened approach. 
 
There were many creative signs carried in this march, some of 

which are shown below. 

Fritz and Marsha at the March 
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March for Science 
by Fritz von Fleckenstein 

On May 22, Ruth and I participated in the March for Science with 
our friend Lara Levison from the Sierra Club. During the march, 
we accidentally encountered Rebecca Davis of NYAPC as well.  
The March was extremely well attended, with over 100,000 peo-
ple, a great many of them scientists, participating.  Scientists were 
clearly alarmed by the anti-science stance that the administration 
is taking, and being scientists, they were very witty in both their 
signs and their chants.  I remember one chant: 
 
What do we want?  Careful science! 
 
When do we want it?  After peer review! 
 
Some signs from this March: 

NYAPC Peace Candles Travel 
by Marilyn J. Seiber 

 
More than nine visitors to NYAPC have taken Peace Candles 
back to their home churches in eight states – Colorado,  
Florida, Iowa, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Vermont and Virginia.   
They are: 

  
  Diane Beneing 
  Neola, IA 
  First Presbyterian Church of Neola 
 
  Jim & Diane Nichols-Fleming 
  West Berlin, VT 
  First Presbyterian Church, Barre, VT 
 
  Laurie Haston 
  Tallahassee, FL 
  Faith Presbyterian Church 
 
  Keith & Kyle Moring 
  Lake Oswego, OR 
  Lake Grove Presbyterian Church 
 
  Dr. Rev. William Silver 
  Bridgewater, PA 
  Bridgewater Presbyterian Church 
 
  Jane Skinner 
  Iowa City, IA 
  First Presbyterian Church 
 
  Margaret Smith 
  Rawlings, VA 
  Concord Presbyterian Church 
 
  Judy Terry 
  Williamsburg, IA 
  First Presbyterian Church 
  Iowa City, IA 
 
  Family from 
  Boulder, CO 
  First Presbyterian Church 
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Presbyterian Church in Damascus Pastor 
Visits NYAPC 
by Marilyn J. Seiber 

Rev. Boutros Zaour, pastor of NYAPC’s newest Middle East 
church with which the Peace and Justice Committee has initiated 
a relationship, the Presbyterian Church in Damascus, and his 
wife Wafaa visited NYAPC on May 18, 2017, for the first time.  
The Zaours were attending a four-day World Summit in Defense 
of Persecuted Christians in Washington, D.C., as well as visiting 
their oldest son, who works in Washington, D.C.  In February 
2015, the Zaours’ daughter, Miray, led an NYAPC Adult Chris-
tian Education class on the situation in Syria, the history and 
current plight of Christians.  It was Miray who put us in touch 
with her father and church.  Since then, the Peace and Justice 
Committee has sent a copy of Capital Witness, a signed copy of 
Rev. Roger Gench’s book, and other information and materials 
about NYAPC. 
 
For his May 18 visit to NYAPC, Rev. Dr. Nancy Fox, National 
Presbyterian Church, arranged for Rev. and Mrs. Zaour to have 
dinner with Rev. Roger Gench and Associate Pastor Alice 
Tewell at Café Mozart.  They then toured NYAPC, sat in the 
Lincoln pew in the sanctuary, and attended Community Club.   
 
Rev. Gench said that the Zaours are “remarkable people” doing 
ministry in “an astoundingly difficult setting.”  He was im-
pressed with how they and Christians in general in the region 
“must deal with a complex reality.”  The Presbyterian Church in 
Damascus incurred severe damage from bombing in August 
2014, as did the Zaours’ home last month. The congregation 
continued to worship in the basement of the church while the 
sanctuary was being repaired. 
 
We continue to pray for Rev. and Mrs. Zaour and their congre-
gation, and will continue to work with the PC(USA) Syria Leba-
non Partnership Network to support the work of the Damascus 
Presbyterian Church in any way we are able. 

Upcoming Events with Church Partners 
by Marilyn J. Seiber 

 
Rev. Farouk Hammo, Pastor of the Presbyterian 

Church in Baghdad, Iraq, will visit NYAPC 
Wednesday, July 19—Friday, July 21 with Rev. Dr. 
Joanne Sizoo, Pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church, 
South Carolina, and great niece of NYAPC’s Rev. 
Joseph P. Sizoo.  Revs. Hammo and Sizoo will attend 
a conference in New Jersey and will stop in Washing-
ton, D.C., en route to visit NYAPC.  They will also 
visit the PC(USA) Office of Public Witness for a 
roundtable discussion and possibly have appointments 
with congressional staff.  On Friday, July 21, the 
Peace and Justice Committee will arrange a lunch at 
Old Ebbitt Grill for NYAPC pastors and members to 
meet with our guests. 

 

Rev. Farouk Hammo, far right, Rev. Joanne Sizoo, second 
from left, and two Baghdad congregation members 

 
 
Rev. Dr. Héctor Méndez, retired pastor of First Presby-

terian-Reformed Church of Havana, will preach at 
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church on World 
Communion Sunday, October 1, 2017.  Rev. Méndez 
retired from First Havana in December 2016 after serv-
ing First Havana for 26 years.  He was named Pastor 
Emeritus in May 2017.  He and his wife, Oneida, are 
living in Miami near their two daughters and their fam-
ilies.  Rev. Mendez last preached at NYAPC on World 
Communion Sunday in October 2015 when NYAPC 
feted him with a surprise party celebrating the begin-
ning of his 50th year as a Minister of Word and Sacra-
ment. 

 
The PC(USA) Cuba Partners Network will hold its annu-

al meeting in Houston, TX, at the Cenacle Retreat Cen-
ter, September 13-16, 2017.  Applications are now 
available with a cost of $320 for registration, room and 
board.  The Cuba Partners Committee will reimburse 
this cost for those who wish to attend.  Contact Marilyn 
Seiber for more information and the application.   
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Praying for the Possibility 
by Rev. Beth Braxton 

 
Yes, praying for the possibility of four students from Njo-
ro Orphan and Vulnerable Children program to come for a 
visit to NYAPC this fall in October.  The OVC committee 
of Njoro, Kenya – pictured below - thought it would be a 
very special opportunity to have several students come to 
the USA.  It certainly would be quit an education – since 
none of them have experienced riding an airplane, auto-
matic doors, escalators, trains that go underground, wash-
ing machines, etc.!  Passports have been acquired for each 
(no mean feat since it was difficult finding some birth cer-
tificates).  The trip to the American Embassy is July 3 to 
get their visas, so keep that date in your prayers. 
 
Six members of the OVC committee will accompany 
them; they already have their visas.  Be thinking about 
whether you might desire and be able to house a Kenyan 
for three to five days.  Their time with us will be October 
19- 26. We are very excited that part of that time coincides 
with the All Church Retreat; this will afford leisure time 
for conversation and discussion of issues relating to the 
Njoro OVC ministry. 
 

                                                                                             
Peter Babu with his 
single mother in their 
two-room rental 
house.  Catherine 
Wambui, the Social 
Worker, is on the 
right. 

 

TRANSITIONS 
 

Births 
 
Ryan Thomas Tindall, grandson of Barry Tindall, May 24 
 
Isaiah Andrew Smith, son of Mike and Molly Dornan 
Smith, June 13th 
 

Baptisms 
 
Edward Walrod, New Member, Adult Baptism, March 5 
 
Caroline Elizabeth Concetta Davis, daughter of Anna and 
William Davis, April 23 
 
Joshua Michael HanJun Choi, son of Heather and Joon 
Choi, April 30 
 
Marit Hays Olson, daughter of Kate and Erik Olson, June 4 
 

Weddings 
 
David Powell and Judy Mize, May 13 
 

Deaths 
 
Jean Cowden, member of NYAPC for 67 years, March 3 
 
Margery Carpenter, wife of Ken Carpenter, March 6 
 
Roy Johnson, grandfather of Karen Milam, in Brawley, CA, 
March 16 
 
Reginald Wilson, father of Aniysa Wilson (former student in 
Community Club), March 16 
 
Bill Walsh, colleague of Doug Norwood,  March 20 
 
Martha Braxton Pearsall, sister of Bob Braxton, Snow 
Camp, North Carolina, March 20 
 
David Woods,  closest friend of Linda Moy, mother of Da-
vid Inoue, March 22 
 
Steve Gonzales, friend of Olivia Singelmann, unknown date. 
 
Kan Yabumoto, father of Yuji Eric Yabumoto, close friend 
of Karen Milam and Tyler Feret, March 31 
 
Jackie Smith, a former director of Christian Education at 
NYAPC, April 24 
 
Jeff Krehbiel, former pastor of Church of the Pilgrims, April 
27 
 
Theresa Hopkins, grandmother of Heather Choi, May 4 
 
Reiko Inoue, aunt of David Inoue, May 4 
 
Lucille Cady, 101; oldest member of NYAPC, June 4 

PCEA Njoro OVC Committee 


