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A Love Letter to My Church: Church Showing Up 

January 26, 2017  
 

Dear New York Avenue Presbyterian Church Members, Friends and Staff, 
 
I have never been so proud to be your Associate Pastor.  In the last few weeks, particularly from January 15, Dr. 
King Sunday through January 22, the Sunday after the Inauguration/Women’s March on Washington, I have ex-
perienced you as the church active in resistance, the church active in a radical welcome — and most importantly 
as the church showing up.   
 
For a week solid, you showed up for everyone who came down the 1300 block of New York Avenue. You 
showed your faith in action proclaiming to Inauguration supporters, Women’s Marchers, protesters, police, ven-
dors, and local neighbors — that we at NYAPC stand courageously as Christians seeking to follow God’s mes-
sage to “Do Justice, Love Mercy and to Walk Humbly with Your God” (Micah 6:8). 
 
One of our guests who was here last weekend said that she doesn’t go to church, but would come to a church like 
New York Avenue.  She said that New York Avenue was living into what she thought a church should be.  I agree 
with this guest that especially this past weekend, we lived into a vision of God’s kingdom here on earth, so this is 
my love letter to you.   
 
It is my love letter to you because I want to celebrate the good work that we did together, and I want us to remem-
ber that as a church we can continue to do this work and seek after justice long into the future.  In fact it is 
our calling as Christians.  
 
I got a bird’s eye view of it all, so I want to show you the process of how you engaged the whole body of the 
church to shine God’s light of hope and inclusive love into the city.  Not by ignoring the fears and injustices, but 
rather by embracing a posture of radical hospitality, you shone in places where many were only experiencing 
darkness and grief.   
 
It took some planning to figure out how to be open and present. . .so FOR TWO MONTHS you reflected on 
what the Bible says about a radical welcome. We discussed what justice, reconciliation and resistance mean. Out 
of those deliberations, you voted to be open for guests visiting the city both for the Inauguration and the 
Women’s March on Washington. 
 
You figured out to how turn that decision into reality.  We had a lot of meetings in person, on the phone, and over 
email. We made policies and spreadsheets. We vetted documents and waivers. We made sign up lists and got them 

(continued on p. 2) 
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filled in. We baked, cooked, and got organized as a 
church. 
 
The whole staff pitched in. Custodial staff David and Ray-
mond agreed to take on extra hours and extra work.  Cook 
Evelyn agreed to make meals.  Jasmine, Cheria, and Jan 
kept up with the office tasks associated with organiz-
ing.  Mary and Robin took extra calls. Darius and Johnny 
agreed to more cleanups.  And all of this work was in the 
midst of the elevators being down for almost an entire 
week. 
 
After careful study and deliberations, you voted to become 
a Sanctuary church where immigrants and refugees would 
be welcomed. You committed yourself toward prayer. You 
committed to being feisty Christians.   
 

This was my favorite week that I have been with you. 
 

SUNDAY, Jan 15:  We worshiped God during a powerful 
Sunday morning Dr. King service, where Pastor Roger 
spoke prophetically as we prepared for the new Admin-
istration. We concluded standing linked arm in arm sing-
ing “We Shall Overcome.”  You showed up for two differ-
ent Dr. King services Sunday afternoons January 8 for an 
Annual Dr. King Interfaith Service and January 15 led by 

the Interfaith Moral Action on Climate. 
 
MONDAY, Jan 16:   You served together on Dr. King’s 
birthday for our 2nd Annual Day of Service. Along with 5 
other local PCUSA and United Church of Christ churches, 
you taught our children and youth about Dr. King’s legacy 
and living out our faith through love toward our neigh-
bors.  You helped serve a good lunch and gave your skills 
to create a well-organized clothing closet.  You listened to 
the deep stories that each person brings.  You committed 
to learn from those stories about how God shines in 
and through each one of our lives.  

 
TUESDAY, Jan 17 (and the many days before):  You did 
the final organizing in preparing to host 70 overnight guests 
and hosts staying for the women’s march.  You 
baked.  You baked a lot.  You bought lots of food.  You 
made trips to Costco in the rain. You dropped off home-
made soup.  You told your friends to come to us if they 
needed shelter or a safe place to be. You advertised our 
work on social media.  We in the office updated a lot of 
spreadsheets and answered a lot of emails. 
 
WEDNESDAY, Jan 18:  You showed up worshiping 
alongside dozens of local communities of faith: churches, 
synagogues and mosques standing up for justice as a pre-
Inauguration service of commitment against the proposed 
policies of the new Administration. You were amazed at 
the organizing job of Theo Brown. 
 
You showed up praying that we will stand up firm and 
fast on behalf of the vulnerable and the oppressed, on 
behalf of those who have been threatened, on behalf of 
those who have already faced violence,  and on behalf of 
the so many who live in deep fear and anxiety.  You prayed 
for all of God’s beloved creation, especially for our sisters 
and brothers of color too often the targeted and victims of 
violence.  You prayed for women who fear violence and 
feel a threat to their bodies, for faith communities who have 
been targeted, especially our Muslim brothers and sisters, 
and for immigrants and refugees already living in fear of 
being ripped from their families and loved ones.  For those 
on the custodial and front desk staff, you worked a lot of 
extra hours. 
 
THURSDAY, Jan 19:  You kept organizing.  You kept 
advertising.  You prayed.  And then together we rested as 

the church was closed for one day.  It was our Sabbath.  
 
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, Jan 20-22:  You showed up for a 
continuous block from 8 am on January 20 until 3 pm on 
January 22, providing radical inclusive hospitality for all 

(continued on p. 3) 
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the guests coming to town.  You were open for those cele-
brating the Inauguration, for those protesting the new Ad-
ministration, for vendors, for the police, for the overnight 
guests for the Women’s March on Washington, and for as 
it turns out thousands of guests on the march day itself. 
 
Over the three day period you welcomed thousands (no 
chip reader, so this is a guess) of guests who came in 
throughout the weekend to use our restrooms, enjoy a bev-
erage and a cookie, charge a cell phone, take a tour of our 
Sanctuary, listen to the Inauguration streamed live in the 
Radcliffe Room, to pray and meditate, to engage in con-
versation, or simply time to sit and regroup before heading 
out. 
 
FRIDAY, Jan 20:  You were church for locals and for 
those who came in from across the country.  You were 
church both to those who came celebrating the Inaugura-
tion and those who came protesting the rhetoric and pro-
posed actions of the Trump administration. You were 
church to our regular guests to the Radcliffe Room, our 
guests who experience homeless as a daily life here in DC, 
and to church members who needed a place to be and re-
flect.  To this vast diversity of people, you extended the 
warmth and welcome of the kingdom of God. 
 
I saw you showing up as church for a group of older fe-
males headed to the Inauguration who delighted sitting in 
the Lincoln pew and hearing the history tour of the church. 
 
I saw you being the light of sanctuary for two younger 
women in their early 20’s headed to the Inauguration — 
coming in visibly shaking and frightened from the more 
violent protests happening a few blocks away. 
 
I saw you showing up as a place of warmth and comfort 
for guests checking in overnight — some who had traveled 
alone for the first time, some taking harrowing journeys, 
and some who had never set foot in a church before. 
 
I saw you showing up as the light of hospitality for ven-
dors selling “Make America Great Again” hats and pins 
outside — welcoming them in for warm hospitality and 
watching their cart outside.  
 
I saw you showing up as a place of safety for a group of 
protesters who had been tear-gassed and came into the 
bathrooms to clean up. 
 
I saw you show up as a place of welcome for a group of 
police to come in and use the bathrooms and enjoy a drink 
of cold water.  
 
I saw you being a non-anxious presence to all who 
walked through our doors. 
 
And when people didn’t come to the church doors, you 
went out into the streets, offering cookies and hospitality 

Note: All words anywhere in this issue typed in blue with 
underlining are actually hyperlinks or email addresses 
and can be accessed by clicking on them. 

to just about every person who passed by.  
 
You saw all of our neighbors in the street, and you did not 
turn away.  You said hello, and you offered a radical 
sanctuary – where everyone was welcomed -- where  

(continued on p. 4) 
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everyone needed to share -- where everyone was consid-
ered a beloved part of God’s creation.  
 
You spent the night overnight at the church so that we 
could host guests.  A few of you even stayed for 3 days 
straight without a shower and without even a quick trip 
home. 
 
SATURDAY, Jan 21:  
 
You continued showing up as church for thousands on Sat-
urday. Many of us who stayed overnight met in front of the 
church to walk together to the Women’s March on Wash-
ington.  We came from so many different places, and we 
marched for different reasons.  But we were committed to 
the rights of women and to a conviction that all people 
should be loved and treated with respect and dignity.  
We gave each other high fives.  We prayed for each other 
and for a peaceful march. I like to think that God heard and 
answered our prayers.  
 
As many of us marched stuck in the thickest and most 
beautiful crowds I have ever seen, many of you — maybe 
30 — maybe more — showed up at the church to contin-
ue to offer hospitality. 
 
As the crowds increased and as it seemed as the Women’s 
March route ended on our doorsteps, you opened up liter-
ally every bathroom from the basement to the 5th floor; 
you served everything that many of you had so wonderful-
ly cooked and baked — and then because the crowds were 
so heavy and in need of comfort, you looked through every 
extra cupboard to serve every cookie that we had.  At one 
point you served cereal because that is what we had 
left.  Then one of you ran out to CVS to buy dozens more 
cookies. 

 

For what seemed like thousands between 2 and 6 pm, you 
were a face of warmth, a face of generosity, and a face 
of hope and courage. You were lights for the city.  You 
were lights for the church, and for the family of God.  
 
SUNDAY, Jan 22:   

After all of that you showed for Sunday worship.  You 
showed up to teach Sunday School. You showed up excited 
about all of the signs that the Women’s Marchers left be-
hind. 
 
You listened to the college students from Westminster Col-
lege in Missouri come in and talk about why they marched. 
You showed up for students from the rural Midwest, for a 
student who is a refugee from Syria and for students who 
are immigrants from Nepal and Guatemala.  You showed 
up for a young woman of color discerning her call to minis-
try from a background which tells her that women can’t be 
pastors.  You showed that this is church.  You showed up 
saying church is where everyone is welcome.  You 
showed people what church is and what church can be.  It 

was really thrilling to be part of it all.  Thank you. 
 
In the days and weeks and months ahead, I know we will 
continue to show up.  I know this because we already 
have. We will be a light of justice and courage — a light of 
hope and resistance — a light that lives into the two great-
est commandments that the Jesus Christ taught us: “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your 
mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
We love God.  We love our neighbors as we love our-
selves.  We will continue to be church standing up, showing 
up, and living into the light of God’s kingdom on Earth.  
 
Thank you.  You showed up as church 
for me too. 
 
Blessings, 
Alice 

(continued from  p. 3) 
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The 2017 Inauguration Day Open House:   
Some Personal Impressions 

by Paul Dornan 
 

It was a cool, damp, dreary day in our nation’s capital, and that 
was just the weather – and yet it was a remarkably upbeat day at 
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church.  I had volunteered at 
our open houses at the two Obama inaugurals; at the first, the at-
mosphere had been electric and ecstatic; at the second, pleasantly 
hopeful.  I was more sedate this time around.  My candidate had 
lost, and the winner had given me little hope that he understood or 
appreciated the honor he had been accorded by the American peo-
ple.  But it was those people whom we were welcoming through 
our doors – and, except for those who wore the red Trump base-
ball caps or who carried signs of protest, I honestly couldn’t tell in 
which camp any visitor stood.  I suppose I tried to guess, but I 
recognized that my guesses were just that. 
 
I don’t know if anyone tried to count the number we encountered 
that Friday, but it certainly was in the many hundreds, perhaps a 
thousand, who accepted our hospitality, cookies, tea, hot chocolate 
and coffee, restrooms, chairs, warmth and dryness.  Most of the 
time, I either gave history tours or greeted people outside the New 
York Avenue entrance.  Here are my impressions: 
 
I walk into the Lincoln Parlor, and there are at least 15 Spanish-
speaking people from Philadelphia.  Most speak no English; lucki-
ly, though, a couple of their number volunteer to translate my spiel 
into Spanish.  So I offer my talk on Lincoln and the Civil War in 
the summer of 1862, of the Emancipation Proclamation and this, 
its predecessor, waiting every minute or so to hear the simultane-
ous translation.  It felt good to trust someone to puzzle through my 

English and arrive at an approximation of my words in Spanish 
and to see smiles flash across those faces after I had tried to say 
something funny in an entirely different language from the lan-
guage they understood.  Everyone beams as they sit on the Lin-
coln settee for a group portrait. 
 
Pastor Alice stops me in the entryway and asks if I would like to 
give President Lincoln a tour.  And there he is, Abe Lincoln in 
the flesh.  Mr. Lincoln, a/k/a Gerald Pitts of Greenwood, South 
Carolina, is a dead ringer for the 16th President in his black coat 
and top hat.  I didn’t expect the Great Emancipator to display a 
soft Southern accent, but I suspect that Father Abraham would 
have been pleased by that irony.  It was a little strange to show 
someone the Lincoln pew and say, “And this is where you sat,” 
and point to the Lincoln document and blurt, “And, if you re-
member, this is what you wrote in your own handwriting.”  It 
was also interesting to hear that he had recently skydived as Mr. 
Lincoln.  He promised to return for church on Sunday, and it is 
refreshing to report that Honest Abe kept his promise. 
 
I spy a cow, a pig and a carrot at the corner of H and New York 
Avenue walking our way.  I find Maya and Lucy, our grand-
daughters, so they can see.  As the fauna/flora approach, I notice 
that they hold signs supporting a vegan lifestyle.  Maya and Lucy 
ham it up with them in front of the camera.  I’m left with a ques-
tion:  Why is that carrot hanging out with a cow and a pig? 
 
A wincing young man with a broomstick approaches and asks 
whether he can use our restroom to clean the mace from his eyes.  
We say, “Certainly.”  He enters through the doors. 
 
I wasn’t pleased with my reaction to one of the people taking my 
tour.  I’m reporting that in the early days of the capital city, the 
White House and Capitol Hill were separated by a difficult-to-
negotiate swamp.  Our visitor volunteered that it was his under-
standing that the Washington swamp still very much existed.  I 
made some both namby-pamby and cranky response about non-
partisanship.  Good for me, his eyes closed for the rest of my 
talk. 
 
We see a group of protesters moving down New York Avenue 
east toward the church.  They veer onto H Street.  I watch the 
mostly young people shouting slogans and waving signs.  It re-
minds me of the time when our pastoral search committee talked 
with Roger in the John Quincy Adams Room sometime in late 
2001.  During the conversation, a group of people protesting 
actions of the World Bank marched outside down H Street, just 
as this crowd had.  I swear, one sign at that earlier march read, 
“Anarchists of the World, Unite!”  Roger asked us, “Does this 
always happen here?”  We lied, “Yes, every day.” 
 
I happen to give the history tour the Sunday following the Inau-
guration and the Women’s March on Washington.  I have shared 
some of our history – of Abraham Lincoln and Peter Marshall 
and Martin Luther King, Jr. and George Docherty, of protesters 
who have used our church past and present, of our ministries.  As 
one of our visitors leaves, she says to me, “This church reminds 
me of friends who have visited the Holy Land and report back 
about Jacob’s this and David’s that and Jesus’ this.  Everything, 
it seems, is sacred.”  I replied that was one of the nicest things I 
had ever heard from a visitor here.  A major part of whatever 
sacredness is here arrives whenever a new guest enters our 
doors.  My candidate may have lost, and my Steelers certainly 
did as well, and I don’t know what’s going to happen to my 
country and my world, but something very promising happened 
here over Inaugural weekend. 
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Signs of Resistance 
by Edith Snyder 

 

The ubiquitous signs displayed during the Women’s 
March in Washington, DC offered a window into the 
intelligence, creativity, and humor of the crowd gath-
ered on the Mall and throughout the nation’s capital 
on January 21. From “Love Trumps Hate” to “Make 
America Think Again,” a wide range of clever mes-
sages about as many issues reminded participants—
and hopefully everyone watching—that “This is 
What Democracy Looks Like.” 
 
Some signs focused on what it would really take to 

make America great, while others 
decried what makes our country 
less than it can be. Among these 
were “Make America Great for 
All of Us,” “Unite the States of 
America,” “Hate Doesn’t Make 
Us Great,” “Liberty and Justice 
for All,” “Diversity Makes Us 
Great,” and “Make Facts Matter 
Again!”  

 
Other posters offered historical perspective or looked 
worriedly to the future: “1776: Birth of the American 
Republic; 2017: Birth of the Banana Republic” and 
“I will not go quietly back to the 1950s.” One darkly 
ironic sign illustrated a mushroom cloud and a cock-
roach from which a thought bubble emerged with the 
words, “…but her emails!” 
 
Proposals to secure the southern border of the United 
States against immigrants entering the country ille-
gally prompted a cardboard cutout of the Statue of 
Liberty holding her own sign with the words, “I am 
not a wall.” Another poster warned: “Women are the 

wall, and Trump will pay.” Still another offered an 
invitation: “No hate, no fear. Refugees are welcome 
here.” 

 
Other messages stressed 
the environment: “There 
is no Planet B” and 
“Don’t Frack Your Moth-
er.” 
 
The newly inaugurated 
president provided the 
focal point for numerous 
displays: “Be a Leader, 

Not a Tweeter,” “Un-presidented,” “Everything I 
taught my sons not to be,” “Heil Twitler,” and “We 
shall overcomb!” A witty parody of 
“supercalifragilisticexpialidocious” read “Super Cal-
lous Fascist Racist Extra Braggadocious.” 
 
Resistance was the watchword for many: “Respect 
My Existence or Expect My Resistance,” 
“Inaugurate the Resistance,” “Occupy 45,” and “In 
the Kitchen, Cookin’ up a Revolution.” 
 
Some marchers managed to squeeze several points 
onto one sign as in “United for pussies, polar bears, 
and press freedom.” Others urged those around them 
to “Love each other more than you hate him” and 
proclaimed “I am Love in Action.” Still others 
looked to the next election: “I have 2020 VISION!” 
 
Everywhere there was recognition of a sense of be-
ing in the current climate for the long haul: “I’m al-
ready running out of poster board.” But the combina-
tion of all of these messages, coupled with the gen-
eral kindness and generosity of the hundreds of thou-
sands marching that day in DC and around the coun-
try and the world, produced a genuine sense of hope 
and a call to action. 
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A Resistance March on Inauguration Day 
by Fritz von Fleckenstein 

 
Wishing to mark the occasion of Trump’s inauguration without 
actually attending the ceremony, I looked around for a protest I 
could join, preferably one that would not land me in jail.  I 
found it in the somewhat ominously named Disrupt J20 march, 
scheduled to walk from Union Station to McPherson Square.  It 
turned out to be quite peaceful and even spiritual at times.  I 
marched with Socialists, the Industrial Workers of the World 
(whom I had thought to be extinct), Hare Krishna, and many 
others.  I photographed a number of inventive and interesting 
signs, which I would like to share with you.  There were no inci-
dents, except as we neared McPherson Square, when the police 
set off a series of flash-bang grenades in a side street.  I later 
learned that a small group of black-clad anarchists had been 
breaking shop windows, including those of the McDonald’s near 
NYAPC.  Needless to say, none of this was done by the people I 
was marching with.  After the arrival and speeches at McPher-
son Square, I joined many of my fellow marchers seeking rest 
and refreshment at NYAPC. 

International Workers of the World (IWW) 

Front of Icon painted by the marcher Back of the Icon with the Magnificat 

The Racism Elephant 

A Huge Embarrassment 
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Inauguration Weekend Minute for Mis-

sion 

by Meg House 

 
Inauguration Weekend was quite a weekend - open houses Fri-
day and Saturday, plus 60 overnight guests. 

 

Inauguration goers in red Make America Great Again hats, an-
archist protesters in black hoodies, guests in pink pussy hats — 
and lots of people wearing no hats at all - came through our 
doors. Our Session had voted to be open both days, and no one 
knew what would happen. A few visitors? Many? Would they 
all be here for the inauguration? Would we be too far away 
from Saturday’s march? What would we tell everyone about 
our church - how would we present our story? 

 

But in the end perhaps a thousand visitors came through our 
doors, and what happened is worthy of celebration. You could 
see people’s eyes light up when they saw the table of cookies 
set up on the sidewalk, and everyone got a welcome and an 
offer of a hot drink, snack and bathroom. Some took tours, sat 
in Lincoln’s pew, stopped in the Chapel. Some lingered, others 
didn’t.  But it was the individual interactions that made the 
weekend. A few stories: 

 

 Paul Dornan having a tour translated into Spanish for 
15 visitors from Philadelphia. He said they all smiled 
sitting in the Lincoln Pew. 

 

 Two young women dressed in red running in, shaking-
excited after being caught up in protests. They got 
some calm voices and drinks of water before continu-
ing on to the inauguration. 

 

 Karin Lohman, Sam Obermyer, and many others 
standing on street corners for hours inviting people in. 
One woman coming from the inauguration brightened 
at the invitation and asked for a hug. ‘You’re the first 
friendly face I’ve seen all day,” she said. 

 

 And young protesters in black resting here, tired and 
afraid and grateful for the respite. One called his mom. 
“She can’t believe I’m in a church!” he said. 

 

 I handed an invitation to one young person, who 
looked at me with wary eyes. “Is this in Trump’s 
name?” No, I said. “It’s in God’s.” 

 

We served churchgoers and church skeptics — and on Satur-
day, as the march turned out much bigger than expected, more 
people flowed through our doors, grateful for bathrooms, food, 
rest and warmth. And when the homemade cookies finally ran 

out, members ran to CVS for more. We’ve received a few thank-
yous describing their experiences: 

 

My friends and I were tired and thirsty … Seeing your doors 

open, and smiling faces welcoming us to come inside, rest, use 

the facilities, and even get a snack was such a nice surprise. 

Lucy Smith with coffee jug 

Kathy Doan and her sister 

Ruth and Fritz Karen Milam 
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Church Getting Political: Seeking Mispat 
 
Alice Tewell, Sermon for February 5, 2017 on Matthew 
5:13-20 and Isaiah 58:1-12  
 
(An audio version is available online at www.nyapc.org) 

Over the last several months, many of us have become fully 
engaged activists.  In the last month I have stood up at five 
protests.  If I look back at the last two decades, I can count 
maybe two.  
 
Like many of you, this life of political demonstration is a 
new normal for me.  When I first met Roger a few years 
ago right after you decided to call me as your Associate 
Pastor, Roger told me about the good work this church did 
standing up during the Iraq war.  Instead of offering to join 
in, I over-confidently told Roger “I don’t protest.” Then I 
added something to the effect that, “It’s because I’m not 
very interested in politics— I just want to help where the 
church can.”    
 
In my defense, I was a breast-feeding mama at the time, and 
didn’t think I could risk getting arrested.  But the babe is 
now a little more grown-up and things have changed.  
 
Thinking back to this conversation with Roger a few years 
ago, I realized two things: First, Roger is very forgiv-
ing.  Second, I don’t think I had a very well-thought-out 
understanding of the intersection of politics and faith. When 
Roger asked me about politics, I was thinking of pastors 
endorsing or condemning political leaders by name from 
the pulpit. I was thinking of a church becoming totally par-
tisan, where the church in my mind becomes the mouth-
piece of the state — and not preaching the work of 
God.   That kind of politics in church really does bother me 
as it does many of you.  Roger, too. 
 
What I didn’t think about is when we see and experience 
policies that directly hurt God’s people, it is at the very 
core of our faith to get involved.   It is at the core of who 
we are as a church.   
 
As a church, it our job to support each other in all that we 

are feeling, going through, and all the ways we seek God’s 
justice in this world. It is our job to say that you are sup-
ported. It is our job to say you are loved because God has 
loved each and every one of us first.  It is our job to 
share God’s deep and vulnerable love for all of humanity, 
which goes to the core of who God is.  
 
I have become political in the last month because our 
Christian faith says that is what we are called to do. 
Coming out of God’s deep love for us, we hear 
God’s call to care for the marginalized, the vulnerable, the 
foreigner. We hear this call ringing loudly throughout the 
Bible, and in particular in these scripture passages from 
Matthew and Isaiah. Both passages are addressed to com-
munities of faith struggling to figure out how their faith can 
be best lived out in the public sphere. 
 
From Matthew — we hear the call to the whole community 
to be salt and light.   You are the salt of the earth — not the 
salt for yourselves, but for the whole earth. You are the 
light of the world, not for a closed fellowship — but for 
everyone.  
 
What is the point of salt if it does not flavor food?  What is 
the point of light if it does not shine? What is the point of 
the church if it does not seek in every way to live into the 
goodness and justice that comes only from God?  
 
From Isaiah we hear those deep penetrating questions ad-
dressed to a community living in conflict arising out the 
experience of deep hardship.  
 
The problem isn’t that they aren’t showing up for worship 
or concerned with their piety. The problem is that they are 
just going through the motions. Isaiah says that they fast but 
oppress the worker.   They seek out theological study, but 
they ignore those in most need.  As scholar Paul Hanson 
puts it, “Their faith is faith in a subjunctive mood.” Their 
faith is lived as if.  Their faith is lived as if they were wor-
shiping God.  Their faith is lived as if it was to suit their 
needs — not the needs of the community. 
 
Quoting verse 2:  “Day after day they seek me and delight 

(continued on p.  10) 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=257679285
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=257679285
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=257679285
http://www.nyapc.org
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=257679285
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=257679285
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to know my ways, As if they were a nation that practiced 
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their 
God.”  
 
Ordinance is the important word here.  It comes from the 
Hebrew word mispat.  In some places mispat is translated 
instead as judgment, as in God’s righteous judgment for 
the nations.  That application may apply.  
 
But I go with the translation of Hanson and other scholars 
translating mispat for the people as “compassionate jus-
tice.”  Compassionate justice goes to God’s very na-
ture. Compassionate justice is God reordering the 
world.  Isaiah urges the people to seek this mispat — and 
to become reordered.  To get refocused.  
 
I’m not saying that we as a church have been going 
through the motions or that our worship doesn’t reflect our 
faith.  But I do see that we are in a time of re-awakening 
for our church here, our Presbyterian denomination, and 
Christians across this country.  
 
We are at time when we are being called out of zones of 
comfort, called out of what we would consider normal, 
called to apply all the skills we use for regular things of 
the church  —  to be ready and alive to do God’s justice 
work out in the world. 
 
But before I go any further — I want to make an important 
distinction. I believe we seek justice together. We are not 
justice ourselves.   We are far from it, in fact.   In our call 
to refocus and take up the call of justice, we need to be 
very well aware of the third part of Micah 6:8 that we have 
on our banners outside:  that we are to walk humbly with 
our God. 
 
To walk humbly, it is likely that we need to begin with 
confession.  About a week and a half ago on the steps of 
this church I heard lots of faith leaders speak out against 
the proposed Executive Order.   All of the leaders spoke 
boldly — but the one that stuck with me was from the 
Catholic Sister. 
 
She challenged us to our need to look deep into our own 
culpability. Here is how I interpreted her statements: 

In what ways have we been party to systems of  
oppression that have inspired violence in Syria?  

For how long have we been well aware of the flood of 
refugees around the world and have looked up but not 
been fully moved into action? 

How often have we said we cared — and yet — how of-
ten have we in the past engaged in calling, in protests, and 
in other acts of political engagement standing up for those 
escaping violence? 
 
As a church, seeking compassionate justice means that we 
need to wrestle deeply, looking within ourselves to 

1/25/17:  Faith Leaders on the steps of NYAPC protest-
ing the then EO banning refugees from 7 majority 
Muslim countries.  Organized by Church World Ser-
vice, Presbyterian Office in Washington, and Faith in 
the Public Life.    One of the ways we can show up for 
justice is by hosting events!  

 
those places of comfort where we have each retreated, 
saying that “ this isn’t my issue — I’m not directly affect-
ed.” That place of comfort and ease — blindness and dis-
traction — that is where our confession lies.  
 
That may be where our action lies as well.  Out of that 
work of confession, our community-based work of atone-
ment is some real honest conversations about where we 
are.  
 
This kind of resistance as God’s work is new or perhaps 
newish to many of us. We need to acknowledge that this is 
new territory to many of us. We need to say loudly that 
there is much that we need to learn and that we need to 
learn in places we have not looked before. 
 
We need to remind each other to pace ourselves. Many of 
us are following the news so closely that we have jumbled 
up our insides, forgotten at times to eat or shower, ignored 
our loved ones, snapped at a friend — and basically have-
n’t attended well to our mental and spiritual health.  

(continued on p. 11) 

(continued from  p. 9) 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=257679285
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In these hyper-engaged political times, we need to be at-
tentive to ourselves and our community.  We need to dive 
deeper into spiritual practices. I find the breath prayer so 
helpful — to breathe in all of the goodness of God and to 
breathe out everything that brings the world harm.  
 
We need to talk to each other directly about our new level 
of anger and frustration — a new level of feeling scared 
— a new level of courage perhaps. The protests take many 
of us beyond what we previously thought as comforta-
ble. Those of us who don’t really like using the phone are 
starting to call our representatives.  
 
Many of us have started reaching out more intentionally 
across the boundaries of religion and background to see 
how we can act in more collaborative and supportive soli-
darity with one another.  
 
Here is what you were doing this past week:  The petition 
against the Executive Order banning refugees from those 
7 majority Muslim countries that Kathy started last week 
here in church was mailed out this week.  Then, Taylor 
adapted it to a Google form, and all of your pastors in-
cluding including Parish Associates signed on.  Yesterday 
at 7:50 pm, we had signatures of 895 Presbyterians around 
the country representing churches in DC, Virginia, Mary-
land, Alabama, Ohio, Kentucky, North Carolina, Nevada, 
California – the list goes on.  You are becoming organiz-
ers.  

The paper petitions from members of NYAPC to Pres-
byterian members in Congress against the EO banning 
refugees from the 7 majority Muslim countries.  On-
line petition version to be sent out soon!  
 
Because of where we are positioned both physically and 
theologically, it is our calling as this church on New York 
Avenue to be a leader in how we respond with God’s jus-
tice, how we respond with resistance, and to help discern 
where we can enter into reconciliation.  We are called to 
be prophetic, to be risk takers, and to be feisty.  

 
And when we have doubt (don’t we all have doubt, some-

times?), we can know that those who have sat in the pew 
here have done it before. Many of you well know that the 
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke from the pulpit to warn 
about the consequences of the war in Vietnam.  The pastors 
went to Selma to march for civil rights. During the Vietnam 
War, the church served as a haven for protesters and was 
the center for publicity and public information for the Poor 
People’s Campaign in Washington in the spring of 
1968.  You marched against the war in Iraq.  Some of you 
got arrested.  
 
You now serve the city here through the Radcliffe Room 
ministry, through tutoring and through mental health minis-
tries. You serve through the “regular” ministries of this 
church that keep us running, keep us learning, and keep us 
holding worship as our center.  You serve each other by 
showing up and being church.  
 
Here is one more: One of you on the sanctuary task force 
emailed me this story that you learned at a recent interfaith 
meeting of how we can live into a new calling to be a place 
of sanctuary in the city.   The article is from the Smithson-
ian at the Anacostia Community Museum.  It was about 
Adam Francis Plumber born a slave in 1819.  It talked 
about Mr. Plumber being an incredible and resilient man 
suffering under horrors of slavery.   Not excusing slavery at 
all — this is the worst sustained offense of humanity — 
there was a glimmer of hope in his story.  
 
In 1841, Adam Francis Plummer married Emily Saunders 
who was also called slave. Their wedding was held at one 
of the two churches that merged as The New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in Washington, DC.  “The marriage 
was considered legal and they were granted a marriage 
license. Both of these things were unusual because slave 
marriages generally occurred on plantations and they were 
not legal in the eyes of the law.” 
 
NYAPC in 1841 did a radical thing standing up for jus-
tice.  Twenty years later in 1861, President Lincoln and his 
family became pew holders here. 
 
Isaiah is very clear — if we choose the fast to loose the 
bonds of injustice — if we live into a life as a church com-
munity standing up for those most in need, then — the 
words and reality are beautiful:  
 
You shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of wa-
ter, whose waters never fail.  Your ancient ruins shall be 
rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many genera-
tions; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the 
restorer of streets to live in.  
 
May we seek this future of compassionate justice together.   
  

(continued from  p. 10) 

https://docs.google.com/a/nyapc.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAobkDEbqBClQ3GoMbBrj3VtqKvvxNG6lHYfPV6c4pv7g7Wg/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/a/nyapc.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAobkDEbqBClQ3GoMbBrj3VtqKvvxNG6lHYfPV6c4pv7g7Wg/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/a/nyapc.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAobkDEbqBClQ3GoMbBrj3VtqKvvxNG6lHYfPV6c4pv7g7Wg/viewform?c=0&w=1
http://www.nyapc.org/capital-witness/
http://anacostia.si.edu/exhibits/Plummer/Docs/Teacher_Resources/plummerbio.pdf
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New OPW Director Insists: 
"#RefugeesWelcome"  

Remarks by Rev. Jimmie Ray Hawkins  
January 25, 2017 

 
 

We stand here today on the historic steps of The 
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, a church 
where both President Lincoln and President Eisen-
hower attended services— and a church with deep 
roots in working for justice and peace in our country 
and abroad.  In fact, this church has just voted to be-
come a Sanctuary congregation.   

 
People of faith have 
provided safe space 
and “sanctuary” in 
their places of wor-
ship throughout histo-
ry.  In ancient times, 
the Hebrew people 
had cities of refuge 
for persons wrongful-
ly accused of crimes. 
In the years before 
the American Civil 
War, congregations 
provided safety for 
slaves fleeing the 
South in the Under-
ground Railroad. In 

the 1980s, more than 500 U.S. congregations provid-
ed safe houses to Central Americans fleeing civil 
war but whom our government refused to 
acknowledge as refugees. 
 
Knowing that Jesus himself entered this world as a 
refugee, faithful Presbyterians have been urging the 
welcome of refugees and demanding higher annual 
admissions into the United States since the refugee 
crisis of World War II.  
 
The Presbyterian Church is present in many of the 
countries from which refugees and asylum seekers 
are fleeing.  This includes Syria and Lebanon, where 
we have been present since 1823. Because we have a 
presence with people of faith and communities in 
these countries, we understand why these refugees 
are fleeing and are further committed to welcoming 
them.  
 

Thousands of Presbyterians across the U.S. have 
personally reached out to welcome refugees and 
asylum seekers.  They have seen firsthand the strug-
gles and the determination of our new neighbors to 
rebuild their lives in dignity.  We have also seen 
how difficult it is to focus on survival while worry-
ing about family members who are still overseas 
waiting for the chance to be reunited. We know that 
family separation impacts family members on both 
sides of the ocean, as those who are here must di-
vide their attention and their resources between es-
tablishing themselves here and helping their loved 
ones stay safe. 
 
Right now nearly 60 million people are displaced by 
war and persecution; 30 million of those displaced 
are children.  Eleven million displaced Syrians can-
not go to school, tend to their land, or raise their 
children in the place they know as home. Families 
are risking their lives and fleeing their homes to 
seek safety. They are spending months journeying, 
sleeping outside, paying smugglers for safe passage, 
and praying for a future for their families in a place 
that is safe from conflict.  Our nation has historical-
ly stood for hope and welcome for those fleeing war 
and persecution. We cannot turn our back on them 
now. 
 
Now is the time for the faith community and our 
nation to assist the refugees and asylum seekers who 
are the most vulnerable population on our planet.   
We cannot let the noise of a fearful few drown out 
compassion and our firmly held collective values.   
 
We stand with the American people in strong oppo-
sition to the announcement by the president, which 
turns our backs on Syrian refugees and refugees 
from around the world at the very time when they 
are most in need of safety. 
 
The refugee resettlement program was started by 
faith communities in the United States, and this an-
nouncement flies in the face of our values as a 
church and as a nation.  We are called to welcome 
the stranger and treat the sojourner as we would our 
own citizens.  Our nation will be judged by how we 
treat the most vulnerable: the widow, the orphan, 
and the refugee, during these trying times.   
 
Rather than follow our most base instincts of fear 
and hatred, we must send a message of hope and 
healing, of peace and justice to those fleeing desper-
ate situations. 
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NYAPC and the New Sanctuary Movement 
by Fritz von Fleckenstein 

 
Action by Session 
 
On January 10, the Session, upon the recommendation of the 
Church's recently formed Sanctuary Task Force, agreed to join 
hundreds of other churches, many of them Presbyterian, in sign-
ing the following pledge: 
 
As people of faith and people of conscience, we pledge to re-
sist the newly elected administration’s policy proposals to 
target and deport millions of undocumented immigrants and 
discriminated-against marginalized communities.  We will 
open up our congregations and communities as sanctuary 
spaces for those targeted by hate, and work alongside our 
friends, families, and neighbors to ensure the dignity and hu-
man rights of all people. 
 
This pledge affirms NYAPC's place as a part of the larger Sanctu-
ary movement, which the task force believes is consistent with 
the church's mission to be an inclusive, justice-seeking presence 
in Washington, DC and the world.  However, the signing of the 
pledge does not commit the church to physically housing individ-
uals or families.  The Taskforce recommended deferring any de-
cision on a public grant of sanctuary to a particular individual/
family until such an individual/family has been identified. 
 
The Session also charged the Sanctuary Task Force with develop-
ing and implementing specific steps through which NYAPC can 
fulfill its pledge to be a Sanctuary congregation.  Initial ideas 
from the Task Force include: 
 
●       Scheduling and publicizing an "immigration services day" 
on a weekend at the church to connect families in need to legal, 
social work, and other relevant service providers 
 
●       Identifying individual members interested in Sanctuary-
related mission work, which could include individual volunteer 
work (e.g., pro bono legal, social work, or other services) or par-
ticipation in larger Sanctuary efforts/activism led by the PC
(USA) Office of Public Witness, Washington Interfaith Network, 
or other organizations 
 
●       Informing immigration service providers of the church's 
willingness to consider providing sanctuary to an individual or 
family, and developing a recommendation for ways in which the 
church might do so (e.g., physically housing a family vs. provid-
ing a family with resources or identifying external housing) 
 
To learn more about the Sanctuary Movement and how you can 
help to support the efforts of the Sanctuary Taskforce, 
email kathryndoan@yahoo.com. 
 
Sanctuary Training  
 
The Sanctuary Training at All Souls Unitarian Church in mid-
February defined several roles that churches might play:  

 Hosting a family 

 Publicly identifying with immigrants and refugees 

 Doing  or facilitating KNOW YOUR RIGHTS trainings  

 Accompanying people to the ICE check-ins or hearings 

 Working to get people released from detention 

 Pushing the DC government to become a true Sanctuary City, 
including NOT cooperating with ICE to the extent of advising 
them when a person incarcerated for some offense is also un-
documented.  We should not allow ICE officers to be in our 
police stations or our schools.   

 
Speakers leading the training, including our own Kathy Doan, Ex-
ecutive Director of CAIR Coalition, described the current situa-
tion: undocumented children are transferred to immigration deten-
tion settings.  During the last administration, many were deport-
ed.  The family is asked, do you want to reunite with these chil-
dren?  If they reply YES, they must fill out a massive government 
form.  The new administration has moved undocumented children 
to the top of the list of people who are to be deported.  If ICE 
comes to your door, they can and usually DO take people, even if 
they are not on the list.   
 
The Executive Order has devolved a frightening amount of power 
to make immigration decisions to officials at the local level.  Thus, 
congregations need to establish relationships with providers in the 
neighborhood. 
 
How congregations can participate 
 

 Accompaniment to ICE check-ins 

 Know Your Rights Training in your congregation 

 Building a rapid response network, so that you can show up 
at ICE raids, and document what is happening by video or 
other means  

 Hosting Families in your church building. 
 
When we got together in the small geographic groups — ours is 
called “Dynamic Downtown Churches” — each church stated 
where they were with respect to these four areas.  NYAPC is con-
sidering all of them, but has made no firm decisions on any of 
them.   
 
The Dynamic Downtown Churches Google document is  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kjA-opz9H_iJJ8DEB9WI8-
BE3TxrpmhhkAfNPa7yDEM/edit?usp=sharing. 
 
Press Conference and Launch of the DMV (DC, MD and VA) 
New Sanctuary Movement —  Tuesday, March 21

st
 at 11:45 

a.m. at Foundry United Methodist Church, 1500 16th St. NW   
 
The whole list of the local churches participating will be released, 
together with the following statement of purpose with which they 
agree:   
 
We are a network of congregations in the DC/MD/VA region 
that are providing support and sanctuary to our neighbors, 
friends, and family who fear being detained and deported, or 
profiled because of their religion, race or political beliefs. Our 
faith will not allow us to permit the criminalization and scape-
goating of immigrants and people of color. In the face of hate 
and discrimination we are committed to showing love, compas-
sion and hospitality. 
 
After the launching speeches, the group of clergy and people 
will march to the White House.   The organizers hope to have 
100 clergy dressed in their vestments and 1,000 lay people as 
well.  Please let me know if you are coming by emailing  
vonfleck@starpower.net.   

mailto:kathryndoan@yahoo.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kjA-opz9H_iJJ8DEB9WI8-BE3TxrpmhhkAfNPa7yDEM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kjA-opz9H_iJJ8DEB9WI8-BE3TxrpmhhkAfNPa7yDEM/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:vonfleck@starpower.net
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Radcliffe Room 2017:  
Super Bowl Surprises  

by Marsha Renwanz   

 
Not an aficionado of American football, I find that our Radcliffe 
Room Super Bowl parties tend to sneak up on me. I never know 
in advance which teams are playing and inevitably have to ask 
someone to identify the opposing teams by their uniform colors. 
Amidst enthusiastic fans – guests and volunteers – I tend to focus 
on tasks I’m assigned by Doug Norwood, Tyler and Karen Feret, 
Barry Tindall and many other inveterate Radcliffe Room volun-
teers. This year, however, the excitement was so contagious I had 
to give the screen images expertly relayed to us by Tyler’s tech 
ingenuity more than cursory glances.   
 
Amidst the crowded line for generous helpings of hot dogs and 
buns, baked beans and rice, fresh vegetables, dips, fruits and sal-
ads, pizzas, soft drinks, chips and an incredible assortment of des-
serts, there were diehard fans for both teams. Early on, it was easy 
to distinguish New England Patriot fans by their frustrated gri-
maces. In contrast, fans for the Atlanta Falcons were shouting and 
applauding with each point scored, hoping they’d be able to cap-
ture their first Super Bowl win. The room was packed, with fans 
jumping up and down to express approval for the Falcons’ unex-
pected early lead. Alternatively, Patriots’ fans implored Tom 
Brady and other players to get with it and do their jobs. The deci-
bel level continued to spike as the game headed toward half-time, 
with the score at 21 (Falcons) to 3 (Patriots). In the midst of loud 
cheers and boos, one determined guest continued to jump up and 
down, appropriately praising our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 
As I was scurrying to replenish the dwindling supply of napkins 

and utensils, Karen introduced me to Tyler’s mom and dad, Ron 
and Sue Feret. In addition to contributing essential funds for our 
annual smorgasbord of deliciously fun foods, Mr. and Mrs. Feret 
flew out from Chicago just for this event, to assist us in serving 
an ever-growing crowd of guests. Tireless in their efforts, they 
helped set up, serve, and clean up, all of which was so gratefully 
appreciated. In so doing, they joined other NYAPC volunteers, 
including David Powell, David Snyder, Sarah-Dianne Jones (our 
faithful Young Adult Volunteer), Rosemary Segero, Susan Bain-
bridge, Martin White and, last but not least, Beth DuMez, who 
contributed quite a few handmade sandwiches, and helped serve 

too.   There were many others. Robin expertly commanded the 
reception desk, as new guests entered and others exited for some 
fresh air.    
 
Given the curfew rules of DC homeless shelters, a number of 
guests had to leave before the game was finished. Those who 
had to leave early made certain to thank us without resentment 
or bitterness. I hope that DC shelters will consider extending the 
Super Bowl Sunday night curfew in 2018, so Radcliffe Room 
guests can watch the entire game. While many guests were par-
taking of generous slices of Super Bowl-decorated sheet cakes 
provided by Doug after Lady Gaga’s halftime show and into the 
third quarter, I thought the Patriots were going to defy predic-
tions and lose. After the third quarter, the score stood at 28 
(Falcons) to 9 (Patriots). Surely there was little chance for a Pa-
triots win. Yet after the fourth quarter, the score was tied at 28 
(Falcons) to 28 (Patriots).  

 
As the game headed into overtime, Karen volunteered to drive 
Robin home and then return to pick up Tyler and his parents. 
Continuing to focus on clean-up activities, Sarah-Dianne and I 
were discussing metro and bus schedules when David Snyder 
generously offered us both rides home, even though we live in 
opposite directions. Then Tyler came to the reception desk and 
said the game was over: the Patriots had won their fifth Super 
Bowl championship. Yet the surprise outcome of the game was 
not what captured my attention. Rather, it was the many heart-
felt thank-yous and gratitude for hospitality voiced by our 
guests, as they left to sleep outside on cold sidewalks and bench-
es, under bridges, behind bushes, and in other unprotected plac-
es. We have so much more work to do.  
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Join us for Advocacy Training Weekend 
April 21-24, 2017 | Washington, DC 

 
Over the past year, our nation has experienced a divisive 
election in which racism, xenophobia, and religious bigotry 
were a constant. We still find racism an open wound in our 
nation, resulting in the disproportionate killing of black and 
brown bodies and stunting their lives through unjust eco-
nomic and social structures. The militarization of our po-
lice is a reflection not only of broken communal values, but 
also a lopsided foreign policy that spends drastically more 
on defense than diplomacy or development. Militarism 
continues to be the United States’ overriding approach to 
resolving conflict, despite studies that show the effective-
ness of peacebuilding and the power of non-violence. Ex-
treme materialism threatens our souls and our very planet, 
as prosperity narratives and unchecked capitalism spread 
despite overwhelming scientific evidence that our current 
path is unsustainable. As in Dr. King’s time, we teeter pre-
cariously between chaos and community. 
 
Join us April 21 for Compassion, Peace and Justice Train-
ing Day at The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in 
Washington, DC.  Gather with your fellow Presbyterians as 
we look at how our church and our partners are confronting 
racism, materialism, and militarism in our country and 
abroad.  In plenaries and workshops we will analyze our 
current context and offer concrete tools for members and 
their congregations to address these urgent issues.  We will 
learn how we can “forge community” amidst the current 
chaos in our country. 
 
After Compassion, Peace and Justice Training Day, join 
the ecumenical community for Ecumenical Advocacy Days 
April 21-24.  Almost one thousand Christian advocates join 
us every year for a weekend of workshops, lectures, and 
concrete actions addressing the ills of our nation.   The 
weekend culminates in a lobby day on Monday, April 24th 
when we raise our voices in the halls of power for a more 
just society. 

2017 Compassion, Peace & Justice  
Training Day 

April 21, 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 
 

Agenda for the Day 
 

8:00 am 
....................... 

Registration (Radcliffe Room, Main Level) 
8:30–10:35 

...................................... 
Welcome and Opening Plenary  
(Main Sanctuary, Second Level) 

Opening Panel:  
“Diverse Voices: Confronting Chaos, Forging Community”  

Amal Nassar, Elona Street Stewart, and  
Stephanie Quintana Martinez 

Response and Analysis:  
Floretta Watkins and Kevin Johnson 

10:45–12:00 
......................................................... 

Workshop Session 1 
12:10–1:10 

......................... 
Lunch  

......................................................................................... 
“The Church: Preacher, Teacher, and Healer” 

Discussion with new Office of Public Witness Director  
Rev. Jimmie Hawkins 

1:20–2:35 
............................................................. 

Workshop Session 2 
2:45–4:00 

........................................................... 
Workshop Session 3 

4:10–4:30 
....................... 

Sending (Main Sanctuary, Second Level) 
 

Compassion, Peace & Justice Training Day is made possible  
by your gifts and the gifts of your congregation to the  

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

Register Here for both 
Compassion, Peace and Justice 
Training Day and Ecumenical 

Advocacy Days 
 

Register now 

Volunteers wanted  
to help with Compassion, Peace and Justice Day 
and on the previous day.  The shifts are: 
Thursday, April 20 in the afternoon to prepare 
snacks 
Friday, April 21 7:45 - 9:00 am for registration  
Friday, April 21 10:30 - 1:00 to help with lunch 
 
Volunteers can attend all sessions without charge 
when they are not working. Call Fritz at  
202-832-4275 or vonfleck@starpower.net  

https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Registration/RegistrationForm.jsp?ActivityID=19284&ItemID=69909
mailto:vonfleck@starpower.net
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McClendon SIR Programs  
for Spring of 2017 

by Theo Brown 
 

The McClendon Scholar in Residence program is spon-
soring four presentations this spring under the general 
topic of "Spirit and Action: Learning from Howard Thur-
man."  Four local pastors who are leaders on social justice 
issues will serve as scholars in residence and talk about 
insights from Thurman's famous book "Jesus and the Dis-
inherited."   
 
The first program was from 10 to noon on Saturday, 
March 18th and was at Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church, 
1219 New Jersey Avenue, NW.  The pastor of that 
church, Rev. Lionel Edmonds, spoke on "Mysticism, So-
cial Action and Reconciliation."   The other presentations 
in the series will be: 
 
Saturday, April 8 at 10 AM at Luther Place Memorial 
Church: Rev. Karen Brau, "Spiritual Activists: Five Les-
sons for Today" 
 
Saturday, May 6 at 10 AM at NYAPC: Rev. Bill Lamar, 
"The Spiritual Work of Prophetic People" 
 
Saturday, May 20 at 10 AM at NYAPC: Rev. Joe Dan-
iels, "Where Do We Go From Here?" 
 
More details about these programs will be shared during 
the next few weeks.  Those who wish to purchase a copy 
of “Jesus and the Disinherited" to enhance their learning 

Alternate Christmas Giving  
(includes $100 each from Presbyterian Women) 

Kenya -- Njoro Orphans $1,602 
Havana Church, Cuba 932 

Baghdad & Basra Churches 1,137 

Evangelical Churches in Homs and Damascus, 
Syria 

1,739 

International Medical Corps 793 

Open Arms Housing 765 

DC Geriatric Day Care Center 582 

Capital Area Immigrants' Rights Coalition 2,507 

TOTAL $10,057 

CONCERT 
Queens’ College Chapel Choir 
Cambridge University, England 

Conductor: Ralph Allwood Organist: Edward Reeve 
 

J. S. Bach, Finzi, Gabrieli, Howells, Cecelia 
McDowell, Leighton, Parsons, Stanford 

 
Saturday, March 25 

7:30 pm 

Coming to Your Neighborhood --  
Dinners for Nine 

by Karen Dunlap 
 

Some of you may remember an old Sesame Street 
song titled “Who Are the People in Your Neigbor-
hood?”  Well, this year the Nurture Committee has 
decided to help you find out.  In lieu of the tradition-
al Dinners for Nine, the plan is for everyone at 
NYAPC to receive an invitation to a dinner in their 
neighborhood.  The goal is to give all NYAPC mem-
bers and friends an opportunity to understand support 
networks closest to them.  In addition, the committee 
hopes this will give members who have not partici-
pated in Dinners for Nine in the past an opportunity 
to experience the fellowship of sharing a meal in a 
home. 
 
Using zip code maps, we will create 
“neighborhoods” of 15 to 20 members with the hope 
that those residing in the “neighborhood” will be in-
vited to a meal sometime in the spring. The commit-
tee will be looking for two or three volunteers in 
each neighborhood to identify hosts and to plan the 
invitations and dinners.   The meals will be based on 
the traditional Dinners for Nine model in which the 
host/hosts provide an entree and guests provide side 
dishes, appetizers and dessert. 
 
Organizing will begin in mid-March for dinners in 
April or May.  We have begun to line up coordina-
tors.  If that is a role in which you might be interest-
ed, please contact Karen Dunlap 
shakescene@aol.com or Miriam Dewhurst miri-
am.dewhurst@gmail.com.  If hosting dinners is one 
of your specialties, let us know, and we will pass that 
information on to the coordinator for your neighbor-
hood.  Miriam is checking the list of names and ad-
dresses of NYAPC members and friends.  If you 
have had a change in address or e-mail fairly recent-
ly, please let her know.  

mailto:shakescene@aol.com
mailto:miriam.dewhurst@gmail.com
mailto:miriam.dewhurst@gmail.com
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Njoro Happenings –  
a Short Visit by the Braxtons  

 
After the three-day Kenya Mission Partnership Confer-
ence, where there were engaging discussions on Islamic 
growth, the environment, and water resources as chal-
lenges to mission work, Bob and I were driven by elder 
Francis Muchemi to Njoro.  We stayed two nights with 
Rev. George and Helen Kariuki and three nights at the 
home of Francis and Rev. Jennifer Muchemi.   
 
Our stay was bookended with two major funerals. One 
was a prominent elder of the church, and the other was 
Rev. Simon Githinji’s wife, Esther, who was killed in a 
car accident on the previous Saturday, February 18, our 
first full day in Kenya.   Bob and I were staying with our 
good friends, the Njoyas, that first weekend before the 
conference began.  Dr. Timothy Njoya is also a retired 
pastor like me, helping with the Kinoo Parish Church in 
Nairobi.  He got a phone call that evening at 10:00 pm 
asking if he could fill in preaching for the pastor of Ki-
noo, who was not in the car accident but in the caravan of 
cars going to the same wedding. Dr. Njoya turned to me 
and asked if I would preach the English service the next 
day.  So I stayed up working on a message, which I 
preached the next morning for the 8:00 am English ser-
vice. Dr. Njoya preached at the Kikuyu service.  Little 
did I know at the time that the person killed in the acci-
dent was the Rev. Githinji’s wife of the Njoro Church.  
Martha Davis and Habib Takele had stayed in their home 
on our mission trip in 2013.  Esther Githinji was a promi-
nent woman in the Woman’s Guild of the Presbyterian 
Church of East Africa, and she was known all over Ken-
ya.  The funeral was held on the last day of our visit to 
Njoro.  Hundreds and hundreds of people came to her 
funeral.  
 
At Njoro Bob and I spent Saturday, February 25 with the 
students in the Saturday program.  The children were ex-
cited to see us, and they were especially energized in 
their singing when Bob got out his guitar to accompany 
them.  Only the new soccer balls surpassed that joy!   

 
After morning uji (porridge) 
and worship the students 
broke into three groups for 
their study time.  We met the 
new computer instructor, who 
took the ten high school stu-
dents and began a hands-on 
time with four Windows XP 
computers.    
 
I had some good conversation 
time with Catherine Wambui, 
our social worker, as we sort-
ed out the 35 t-shirts we had 

brought the students for gifts.  Catherine was able to put a 
name on each shirt with considerable accuracy as to size. 
 
On Monday Cathy Wambui and I and two of the OVC 
(Orphans and Vulnerable Children) Committee members 
visited seven homes of the children.  The poverty is evi-
dent as most homes were only one or two rooms with no 
running water.  One home had eleven persons living in 
the two rooms!  I was most struck by how important the 
chicken project was to the families.  Two families re-
ceived 28 eggs a week, which not only fed the members 
of their families but also provided a modest income.  The 
resources that NYAPC is providing for this orphan and 
vulnerable children ministry is truly life-giving.  Thank 
you NYAPC!   
 
During our short stay we had two OVC Committee meet-
ings, and the members could not stop thanking us for the 
time they spent with us last May.  They are eager to come 
again and bring a couple of the students in the program 
with them.  Now THAT would be life changing for us all! 
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Cuba Partnership Trip, February 20-27, 2017  
Impressions from Two First-Time Visitors 

 by Janet and Len Shabman 

Tropical sunny weather, lots of 1950’s cars, some gorgeous re-
stored buildings but many decaying homes and streets, fabulous 
beaches – Yes, these are some of the sights we saw in Cuba. 
 
But our mission was with our partner church, The First Presby-
terian-Reformed Church of Havana.  You, as members of 
NYAPC, would feel at home there. Interim Minister Ismael 
Madruga told us the church was constructed in 1906 designed by 
Scottish architects. First Havana was built in our tradition –  
unlike most Cuban buildings.  It has a high ceiling of dark wood 
and stained glass windows on each side of a sanctuary filled 
with dark wooden pews. A NYAPC banner hangs along with six 
other sister church banners in the rear. 
 
Outreach Programs of First Havana – All are open to every-
one, whether or not a church member.  These include the School 
for the Elderly, which meets every week.  Programs, such as 
teaching Chinese culture, exercise, and music are provided.  
Each of the approximately 20 attendees shares their concerns 
and prayers, and they receive a “diploma” for attending.  The 
Open Sanctuary allows anyone to use the church each day to 
pray or talk with a spiritual leader.  The Library collects books 
to be shared with the community.  Children come to the library 
and find a quiet place to do homework after school.  DVDs are 
lent out (most with a religious theme).  It is possibly the only 
place in Havana to obtain religious reference books and DVDs.  
Your Friendly Phone is staffed by two psychologists who are 
there to meet in person or over the phone to talk with individuals 
who seek their advice. Open to everyone, they work with those 
who are depressed, have family problems, etc.  The program has 
helped over 9000 people since its inception; 72% have been 
women, 28% men.  Baseball teams – Four youth leagues are 
supported.  We met one team of players aged 5-10 years old and 
with Ivón, who is the Team Mother (organizer).   
 
Our Spiritual Journey We met with several prayer groups at 
First Havana as well as in the Casablanca neighborhood; we 
helped Pastor Alice work with the Sunday School class to paint 

a communion cloth.  On 
Sunday morning we wor-
shiped at First Havana and 
then in the afternoon at their 
mission church in Marianao. 
Pastor Alice and Katherine 
Leiden led us spiritually on 
our morning at the beach 
with yoga meditation and 
exercises.  An evening panel 
that described NYAPC pro-
grams and boards was well 

received by First Havana Church members and showed the simi-
larities between our churches. 
 
For Fun we toured Old Havana, visited the Hemingway Muse-
um and Cojimar, the seaside village where Hemingway docked 
his boat.  Cojimar is where many refugees left Cuba by boat to 
get to the U.S. in years past.   We played baseball (with all bat-
ting) against the youth team.  We toured the home of artist  

Fuster, whose renowned art has brought attention and some 
needed economic activity to his neighborhood. We visited the 
Flea Market, ate lunch at the same restaurant as President 
Obama, and on Sunday had lunch at a paladar (restaurant) 
owned by a church couple, Ivis and José.  (Ivis visited NYAPC 
as an Elder in 2010.)  One night we went to the famous Havana 
cannon shoot, where traditionally the doors to the fort are 
closed at 9:00 pm.   
 
Impressions Our sister church is in a period of transition, as it 
seeks a new pastor to replace the leadership provided by Pastor 
Hector Mendez over many years. The many ways that the 
church elders and others have stepped in to fill the leadership 
void until a new pastor is called made us confident that the 
church will grow and prosper in the years ahead.  
 
As first-time visitors to Havana, we were struck by the wide-
spread disrepair of once grand buildings and streets. Cuba is 
family oriented, but many want to leave, splitting families.  
Children seemed happy, and the culture is filled with music, 
but the lack of essentials is everywhere.  Just like our country, 
people suffer from depression, and for those able to leave, fam-
ilies are left behind.  The birth rate is low.  The shelves in the 
stores are barren.  The small gifts we brought meant a lot to the 
employees of the church.  Looking ahead, there are early signs 
that the opening up of tourism and some relaxation of controls 
on private enterprise may bring new economic opportunities to 
people. A U.S. policy that allows for more open trade as well 
as ending the embargo can only help.    
 
By helping First Havana, we are in solidarity with Presbyteri-
ans; we are keeping alive religious belief in a self-described 
atheist country; and because First Havana opens its doors and 
programs to everyone, we are helping them to reach out to 
those in Havana who need support.  We make a huge difference 
spiritually and monetarily by our prayers and donations.  
 
Our Group We were a group of 23, thirteen from NYAPC led 
by Marilyn Seiber (Angeline Barnes, Jim Bird and Betsy Mer-
ritt, Rebecca Davis, Jennifer Fletcher, Katherine and Linda 
Leiden, Janet and Len Shabman, Rev. Alice, Adam and Chris-
topher Tewell). Also, two came from Bradley Hills Presbyteri-
an, one from Northeastern Presbyterian, and seven from Old 
Presbyterian Meeting House.  We ranged in age from 3 years to 
over 80. This was the largest travel group organized by our 
church. 
 
We thank Marilyn Seiber for making this trip successful and 
making the partnership a reality.  
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The Peace and Justice Committee 
by Fritz von Fleckenstein 

 
Have you heard about the Peace and Justice Committee and 
wondered exactly what it is?  It carries out work for peace and 
justice and is associated with the Board of Deacons. 
 
The Peace and Justice Committee seeks to explore opportunities 
for advancing the causes of peace and justice in the world, na-
tion, city, "Community around Us,” church, and family. The PC
(USA) Brief Statement of Faith reminds us that "in a broken and 
fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage . . . to hear the voices 
of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, 
freedom and peace."  
 
Past activities include: the Peace Candles, telling the congrega-
tion about activism opportunities, doing activities with the chil-
dren, participating in Global Mission and Prayer Sundays and 
Heeding God’s Call to End Gun Violence, joining the Sanctuary 
Task Force, helping organize the Compassion Peace and Justice 
Training Day, helping the Anacostia Cleanup,, organizing the 
One Great Hour of Sharing, joining in the Capital Pride Parade, 
organizing the Peacemaking Offering, inviting and hosting In-
ternational Peace Makers, helping organize the Immigration 
Film Series, and organizing and staffing the booths of the Alter-
native Christmas Giving. We will be joining the People’s Cli-
mate Mobilization on April 29. 
 
We have a simple rule in the committee: any peace-related or 
justice-related activity can be carried out, provided that the per-
son proposing it is willing to coordinate that activity and organ-
ize it.    
 
At the moment, we are limited to what we can do by the number 
of our members; if we had more members we could engage in 
more activities. Please do prayerfully consider attending a meet-
ing or volunteering for one of the activities.   
 
The current need is for someone to coordinate the One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering, which is collected in Lent, particu-
larly in the last few weeks leading up to Palm Sunday on  
April 9.  Contact Marilyn Seiber mjs1wan2@bellatlantic.net.  

Welcome Our Latest Class of  
New Members 

by Paul Dornan 

 
The following wonderful group of people will be joining The 
New York Avenue Church either on March 5 or shortly  
thereafter.  Please make every effort to meet and get to know 
them.  As Roger says, they add salt and light to our community.  
Also, if you are not currently a member and might like to join, 
the next new member class will be on Saturday, April 8, from 9 
am to 1 pm.  We’d love for you to come. 
 
Hannah Cox is thrilled to have been introduced to The New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church after moving to DC from 
Atlanta.  She's enjoyed representing NYAPC at the Washington 
Interfaith Network, participating in the Sanctuary Task Force 
and attending Faith on Tap events.  Hannah works in humanitar-
ian protection for refugees under Homeland Security; she ordi-
narily travels for work, but is looking forward to meeting more 
members while she's in DC. 
 
Anna Murray Davis grew up in Richmond, VA and attended 
law school in Boston.   She works for the federal government.  
Anna especially enjoys running, tennis, basketball, and cooking.  
 
Will Davis grew up in Virginia Beach.  He also went to law 
school in Boston. Perhaps as a result, he is an enthusiastic Bos-
ton sports fan.  Anna and Will are the proud and sleepy parents 
of five-month-old Caroline.  
 
Allison Marino grew up outside Chicago in a Presbyterian 
church.  She moved to DC two years ago to pursue a career in 
the nonprofit sector and enjoys exploring the city and surround-
ing area in her off-time. An avid sports fan, she is no longer tor-
tured by her beloved Chicago Cubs but yet feels frustrated about 
her Michigan State Spartans' chances of any glory this year 
 
Edward Walrod checked out each Presbyterian church in the 
city twice before he decided to join NYAPC.  He works as a 
health and higher education policy research analyst.  His pas-
times include reading, taekwondo, archery, debate, politics, and 
sailing. 
 
Benjamin White is currently serving on active duty in the US 
Army.  He was born in South Korea.  His interests include trav-
el, politics, languages and international relations.  Ben wanted an 
accepting church that is both progressive and Christ-centered, 
and he believes he has found one at NYAPC.  

People’s Climate Mobilization 
 

April 29 
 

If you’d like to march with a group from 
NYAPC, inform Fritz von Fleckenstein  
202-832-4275 or vonfleck@starpower.net. 

mailto:mjs1wan2@bellatlantic.net
mailto:vonfleck@starpower.net
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TRANSITIONS 
 
Births 
Margo Smith, niece of Mike and Molly Smith, and cousin 
of Maya and Lucy Smith, December 18  
 
Joshua Michael HanJun Choi, son of Joon and Heather, 
brother of Anna, January 20. 
 
Marin Ella Laskowski, daughter of Chris and Ellison, Febru-
ary 7  
 
Elaine China Diane Boak, daughter of Josh and China Ter-
rell-Boak, February 20  
 

Baptisms 
William Matthew Ford, son of Kristin and Matthew 
Ford, January 1 
 
Edward Walrod, Adult Baptism, March 2 
 

Deaths 
Ramakrishnan Swaminathan, friend of Martha Sykora, 
December 15 
 
Pat Lowry, sister of Frances Gray, December 26 
 
At least 41 individuals from DC's homeless community who 
died in 2016: 26 individuals, ages 37 to 68, died without 
housing; 15 individuals, ages 32 to 70, matched with 
housing died before move-in. 
 
Dennis Younger, father of Stacey Younger Gagosian and 
husband of Lindsey Younger, January 5 
 
Bea Fuller, in West Virginia, January 21, at age 99 
 
Luisa Joy Labez, friend of Adlai Amor, January 22 
 
Blanche, the companion and service dog of Cherri Eitel, early 
February 
 
Jean Cowden, longtime former NYAPC parishioner, March 3 
 
Dr. Paul C. Casperson, father of Laura Casperson Fulton, 
father-in-law of Scott Fulton, and grandfather of  Harley Ann 
Fulton, Dallas, Texas, January 31  
 
Margery Carpenter, wife of Ken Carpenter, March 6 
 
Lynne Stewart, friend of Beth DuMez, activist who spoke at 
NYAPC, defender of the “Blind Sheikh,” March 7 

New Books in Sizoo Library for 2017 
by Tom Dunlap  

 
Through a generous gift from Rev. Ann Davie, the Sizoo Library 
now has 25 new books.  Come by and check them out.  They 
include: 
 
William Barclay – Prayers for Help 
and Healing 
 
C. Craig Barnes – Body and Soul       
– Grace and Peace: Glimpses of Life 
in the Hands of God 
 
Roberta Bondi – Memories of God: 
Theological Reflections on Life 
 
Frederick Buechner – The Son of 
Laughter: a novel about Jacob (the 
trickster) 
 
Gordon Cosby – Seized by the Power 
of a Great Affection: Meditations 
 
Walter Wink – Powers That Be: Theology for a New Millennium 
 
All of these books are currently available for checkout. 

NYAPC Members Helping at  
Arlington County Jail 

by Theo Brown 
 

A new ministry to individuals who are currently incar-

cerated has developed at NYAPC during the past year 

and a half.  Several church members are part of a team 

that teaches classes at the Arlington County Detention 

Facility on subjects such as "Life Skills" and "Anger 

Management." Classes last for six weeks and are taught 

on weekday evenings to inmates in both the male and 

female portions of the facility.  NYAPC members on the 

team that teaches these classes include Karen Milam, 

David Brown, Martha Davis, Tyler Feret, Brian Schim-

ming and Theo Brown.   

Lenten Solitude Retreat, March 25 
 

8:45 am to 12:30 pm – Opportunities for meditation, 
labyrinth walking, reflection.  Meet in Lincoln 
Chapel to begin. 

Holy Week Worship 
Schedule 
 
Palm Sunday, April 8 
8:45 am – Worship  
10 am – Sunday School 
11 am – Worship  
 
Maundy Thursday, April 
13 
6 pm – Soup Supper in 
Peter Marshall Hall 
7 pm – Worship  
 
 

Good Friday, April 14 
12 noon – Worship  
 
Easter, April 16 
7:15 am – Sunrise Service in the 
Park 
7:45 am – Breakfast in Peter 
Marshall Hall 
8:45 am – Worship 
9:45 am – Breakfast in Peter 
Marshall Hall 
11 am – Worship  


