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Meet the Office Staff 
by Fritz von Fleckenstein 

 
There are some new faces in the office.  Here is a bit of 

information about each one: 

 

Jamille White, Church Administrator 
jamille.white@nyapc.org  

202-393-3700 ex. 219 

 

Jamille, a resident of Bowie, 

Maryland, holds an MBA in 

Human Resources Manage-

ment from the University of 

Phoenix and has been em-

ployed for more than 16 years 

in increasingly responsible 

positions in building opera-

tions management and other 

management operations posi-

tions.  She has worked for a 

Methodist church in Maryland 

and for Presbyterian churches 

in North and South Carolina. 

She has been a volunteer for 

Habitat for Humanity, the Sal-

vation Army, and a men’s 

shelter. Please tell her your 

name and something about your association with the 

NYAPC to help her get to know us more easily and quick-

ly.  You may also send her a short e-mail.  

 

Janet Maheras, Staff Accountant 

janet.maheras@nyapc.org 

202-393–3700 ext. 232 

 

Janet (Jan) joined the NYAPC team as Staff Accountant in 

January. She has a bachelor’s degree in business admin-

istration and management from the University of Mary-

land, University College, Asian Division, specializing in 

accounting. She has primarily served as an accountant for 

non-profit organizations and is excited to contribute her 

experience to NYAPC. 

 

She has been married to her husband, Russ, for almost 36 

years. Over the years, they have lived all over the United 

States. They also lived in England for three years and re-

sided in Okinawa, Japan for six 

years. Russ is retired from the 

Air Force and now works in 

public relations for the U.S. gov-

ernment. Russ is also a profes-

sional comic book artist. 

 

Jan and Russ have two grown 

daughters. The elder, Linda, is 

an occupational therapist in 

Medford, Oregon. The younger, 

Laura, works for Habitat for Hu-

manity in Iowa. Last year, Laura 

and her husband, Jonathan, gave 

them their first grandchild, Jonah. They love being grand-

parents! 

 

She hopes to serve NYAPC for many years and is looking 

forward to getting to know all of you better. Please don’t 

hesitate to contact her if she can be of assistance in any 

way, or just pop into the office to say hi! She’d love to 

meet you. 

 

Jasmine Jowers, Office Associate 

jasmine.jowers@nyapc.org  

202-393-3700 ext. 215 

 

Jasmine joined the NYAPC 

team in October of 2014. She 

has a BA in sociology and an 

MS in Business Management, 

both from the University of 

Maryland.  Her community 

activities include the Union 

Memorial United Methodist 

Church and the University of 

Maryland Black Student Un-

ion’s “Campus Mentoring 

Bigs (Big/Little)” program. 

Jasmine works closely with 

the Church Administrator and  

Staff Accountant. She is a 

member of the Communica-

tions Committee and maintains the church website, Face-

book and other social media pages. Feel free to contact 

Jasmine if you have information that you would like to 

feature on NYAPC’s website and social media pages. 

mailto:jamille.white@nyapc.org
mailto:janet.maheras@nyapc.org
mailto:ja%73m%69ne.jo%77ers@n%79apc.org
tel:202-393-3700
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Architecture Plans Continue for NYAPC 
by Rebecca Davis 

 

The plans for NYAPC's future continue this spring and 

summer. The Trustees have contracted Cox, Grae & Spack, 

a Georgetown-based firm, to conduct a survey of the 

church building and to provide master plans and a select 

number of renderings over this summer, 2015. Over 120 

church members participated in a church-wide survey to 

help prioritize church needs, while over 15 interviews were 

done with members of the church committees, the building 

staff, and important tenants and partners including the 

McClendon Center and Community Club. The architects 

also visited the building several times, observed activities, 

and created drawings based on current usage. 

 

This information gathering was summarized in a report 

from the architect. Some (but not all) key findings included 

   

  Some spaces are currently used well, including the sanc-

tuary and Lincoln Parlor 

  There are opportunities for improvements in many other 

spaces; the building spaces and uses sometimes are not 

well matched 

  Storage space, often cited in interviews as being lacking, 

is actually quite plentiful but could be optimized — The 

building has adequate space to support the current building 

function but could be improved. 

 

Our next step is to convene a smaller group of committee 

and at-large members in a small, ad-hoc building commit-

tee to guide the next phase of the design process in partner-

ship with our Capital Campaign consultant and Trustees. 

For additional information, please contact Rebecca Davis 

at rebecca_l_davis@yahoo.com and Caroline White 

at  white.caroline.dc@gmail.com. 

Calendar 

Saturday, May 16 — The Lincoln Legacy Symposium 

Wednesdays May 20 — Review Immigration Films  

Thursday, May 21 — Community Club Awards Cere-

mony, 6:30 PM in the NYA Sanctuary. The entire congre-

gation is welcome 

Sunday, May 24 — Begin one service for the summer – 

10:00 a.m. 

Sunday, May 31 — Youth Sunday, Julia Hiemstra 

preaching  

Sunday, May 31 — All church picnic honoring teachers, 

Rock Creek Park  

Sunday, June 7 — "Sing With Us" Sunday with the 

choir.  

Saturday, June 13 — Capital Pride Parade with More 

Light Presbyterians 

July 18 and 25  — Mt Lebanon Baptist Church Play 

(including Roger Gench) 4 PM 

Friday, Oct 23 — Greater Washington Immigration Film 

Fest showing at NYAPC 

Oct. 30-Nov.1 — All Church Retreat at Meadowkirk  

Triangle Park Committee Does Spring Cleaning 
by Marilyn Seiber 

 

Members of the NYAPC Triangle Park Committee—Beth 

DuMez, Aryn Myers, Todd Ruhkamp, Marilyn Seiber, Courtney 

Spearman—gathered in Triangle Park on Saturday, March 28, 

2015, to do spring clean-

up and planting before 

Easter services.  Barry 

Tindall provided mulch, 

tools, and instructions!  

He also cleaned up and 

planted the large planters 

by the entryway door.  

The group picked up and 

raked trash, clipped back 

liriope,  re-planted the 

new “Cuba spruce,” planted pansies, and cultivated soil and 

planted small plants in the two tree beds on H Street.  We hope a 

fresh start for spring will confirm that winter is gone! 

 

In other park news, Barry Tindall has been working with Na-

tional Park Service and D.C. government offices to pursue ro-

dent control and procure planting-box edging for the tree wells 

on H Street. Barry also worked with NPS to ensure maintenance 

of the park, known as Reservation 172, to power wash benches, 

repaint where needed, mulch, and trim trees.  We continue to 

have discussions with the Downtown BID on cooperation with 

them and the IDB on park upkeep.   

 
Anyone interested in joining the Triangle Park Committee 

should contact coordinators Beth DuMez, Marilyn Seiber or 

Barry Tindall.   

mailto:rebecca_l_davis@yahoo.com
mailto:white.caroline.dc@gmail.com
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Lincoln Preaches at NYAPC  
by John O’Brien   

 

Our church participated in 

several of the many events 

in Washington that com-

memorated the assassination 

and funeral of President 

Abraham Lincoln 150 years 

ago.  We hosted a US Na-

tional Park Service ceremo-

ny to mark the beginning of 

the route of the Lincoln Fu-

neral Train that left Wash-

ington for Springfield, Illi-

nois on April 21, 1865.  Lin-

coln portrayer Richard F. 

“Fritz” Klein from Spring-

field preached to 50 people 

in our sanctuary, skillfully weaving the language of several Lin-

coln speeches into one powerful presentation.  Afterward, he 

stepped out of the role to take questions about Lincoln’s life and 

character.  The Park Service staff distributed to our attendees a 

copy of the new 70-page NPS publication retracing the route and 

principal stops made by the Funeral Train, titled Abraham Lin-

coln’s Journey Home.   

 

Pastor Gurley and the Funeral  

April 19, 1865 was the date of the Lincoln funeral service in the 

East Room of the White House.  NYAPC pastor Rev. Dr. 

Phineas D. Gurley had given the main funeral sermon in which 

he lauded the president’s commitment to the principles of saving 

the Union and the equality of men, so “that the end of the war 

should be the end of slavery . . . This is our consolation as we 

weep and mourn today.  Though our beloved president is slain, 

our beloved country is saved.”  Gurley would repeat the service 

for the public at the Capitol on April 21, before escorting the 

coffin to the train.  This past April 19, a Sunday, the Lincoln Pew 

at NYAPC was draped in black in memoriam.      

  

Rev. Gurley was on the funeral train to Springfield.  He partici-

pated in many of the services at cities along the way.  Methodist 

Bishop Matthew Simpson delivered the principal sermon in 

Springfield.  Gurley had the last word, giving the final benedic-

tion, and he then closed the ceremony by singing a hymn he had 

composed for the occasion.   

 

The NPS publication mentioned above includes a copy of the 

Lincoln’s Springfield Home in Mourning photograph displayed 

in the John Quincy Adams Room.  Our copy is displayed with a 

business card for N. G. Ordway, endorsed by Lincoln with a 

message asking for the Secretary of War to see him.  Lincoln 

helped Ordway get appointed Sergeant at Arms to the House of 

Representatives at the end of 1863.  He was responsible for or-

ganizing the Congressional delegation on the funeral train.  I 

suspect that the photo may have been arranged by Ordway as a 

memento for the officiants in Springfield.  The NPS officials 

have offered to research the background of our photo and will 

get back to me.   

 

May 16 Lincoln Symposium 

The last Lincoln Sesquicentennial event will be held here at 

NYAPC on Saturday, May 16, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The Lincoln 

Group has assembled a high-powered group of Lincoln and Civ-

il War scholars to spend the day discussing Lincoln’s legacy.  

Faculty will include award-winning authors and scholars James 

Oakes, Paul Quigley, Edna Greene Medford, Michael Kauffman 

and George Wunderlich.  Thanks to support from the NYAPC 

McClendon Scholars Program, Ron White, Jr. will also be on 

the panel.  It is hoped (but not yet confirmed) that White, a Lin-

coln biographer and theologian who has a long relationship with 

our church, will also be able to conduct a class on Sunday morn-

ing, May 17.  NYAPC members will be able to attend the May 

16 Symposium for $25.  Students with current ID can attend for 

$5.  Contact John O’Brien at jobrien3910@verizon.net to regis-

ter.  Cost to the general public is $50.  More information at Lin-

colngroup.org.            

http://www.nyapc.org/
mailto:jobrien3910@verizon.net
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Anacostia River Clean-Up 
by Karen Milam 

 

"I found a shoe!" exclaimed Tyler Feret as he inched his way 

across the small spillway next to the levee separating the Ana-

costia River from a park and houses. Joined by Karen Milam and 

Fritz von Fleckenstein from NYAPC, along with many new 

friends, Tyler helped 

clean up the Ana-

costia River of trash 

at the Anacostia Wa-

tershed Society Earth 

Day Clean-up Event. 

We picked up chip 

bags, small pieces of 

Styrofoam cups,  

caps from water bot-

tles, and, of course, 

old plastic bags. If 

you didn't know, DC 

government worked with Anacostia Watershed Society to place a 

"bag tax" on all plastic bags in DC for this specific reason of 

plastic bags found in the river. As reported on the DC.gov web-

site, "The ultimate goal of the law is to change consumer behav-

ior by encouraging District residents to use reusable bags, there-

by reducing bag pollution in waterways." The idea came from 

Ireland, which has had a bag tax since 2002 and dropped plastic 

bag usage by over 90%.   http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/31/

world/europe/31iht-bags.4.9650382.html?

pagewanted=all&_r=0   

AWS measures the amount of bag reduction using their "trash 

trap.” They have seen a decline in plastic bags since the bag tax 

went into effect. 

 

Efforts like these help reduce the need for larger clean-up events. 

Although our group did find an actual shopping cart in a nearby 

creek that feeds into the river, it is a significant reduction from 

before. There are stories from long-term volunteers of whole 

dumpsters full of tires pulled from the river. We have come a 

long way in helping clean up our rivers. Keep up the good work! 

 

We were joined by several families that live nearby, including 

some people who work at EPA with Karen, and  two AmeriCorps 

volunteers. AWS supplied garbage bags, extension arms to get 

hard-to-reach trash, and a lot of donuts and coffee! We were sad 

to see AWS hand out bottled water as we picked up tens of water 

bottle caps all over the park; reducing our use of throw-away 

products helps reduce the need to clean up. Many of these plas-

tics and Styrofoam break down into small enough pieces to flow 

down the entire watershed and into our bays and estuaries. The 

small pieces become saturated with toxins and can be eaten by 

birds that think it is food.  

 

The Anacostia River is part of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.  

A watershed is like a bathtub with a drain at the end, pulling the 

water through that one point. The creeks, rivers, and combined 

sewer overflows (active during rain events — look for them on 

Rock Creek Park!) are all connected and drain to the Chesapeake 

2015 Greater Washington Immigration Film Fest  

October 22, 23, 24, 25 
by Fritz von Fleckenstein 

 
In 2014, 12 sponsoring organizations screened 13 films in Wash-

ington, DC, Montgomery County, Prince George’s County, Al-

exandria, Arlington and Fairfax.   This is the only U.S. film fes-

tival highlighting documentary and dramatic feature films about 

immigrants and immigration. The festival’s mission is to bring 

more people into the discussion about immigrants and the pow-

erful force they represent in their new home countries. The 

Greater Washington Immigration Film Fest brings diverse audi-

ences films that plant seeds for action. 

 

Evidence collected in 2014 shows that the featured films en-

gaged not only like-minded filmgoers (as indicated by their 

membership in a sponsoring organization) but also reached a 

wider audience.  GWIFF is not just “preaching to the convert-

ed.” Rather, judging by both the number of non-members who 

went to a film, and the enthusiastic reaction of those non-

members, the film fest evangelized an audience that was poten-

tially less decided in its views, and did so very effectively. 

 

GWIFF at the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church 

 
In 2015 NYAPC will be one of the venues of this film festival.  

In preparation for this, we are helping the organizers choose the 

best movies by viewing and reviewing three possible films.  A 

subcommittee made up of Marsha Renwanz, Rosemary Segero, 

Jim Turner, Ian Elder, Kathy Doan and Fritz von Fleckenstein 

will be watching these films.  Each person will fill out a short 

evaluation form before speaking to anyone else about the film.  

These evaluation forms will be collected and sent to the organiz-

ers who are making the final list of films.  One of the final cho-

sen films will be shown at NYAPC on Friday, October 23 in the 

Radcliffe Room, also at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Anyone who wants to join us may view the films with us in the 

Radcliffe Room at 6:30 p.m. on the first three Wednesdays in 

May.   We had only three reviewers on May 6, so do come out 

and enjoy one or both of the remaining films: 

 

The dates of the review showings are: 

 

Wednesday, May 6 at 6:30 p.m.:   Movie: The Least of These 

Wednesday, May 13 at 6:30 p.m.: Movie: The List 

Wednesday, May 20 at 6:30 p.m.:  Movie: Schweizer Helden  

     (Unlikely Heroes) 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/31/world/europe/31iht-bags.4.9650382.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/31/world/europe/31iht-bags.4.9650382.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/31/world/europe/31iht-bags.4.9650382.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
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Come Sing with Us! 
Meg House 

 

Sunday, June 7 is ‘Sing with Us’ Sunday! Everyone is invited to 

join in the choir's music ministry. We’ll rehearse some easy 

anthems at 9:00 am and then sing them as part of the 10 am ser-

vice. Want to know more? Watch for bulletin announcements, 

contact Meg House, choir president, meghouse8@gmail.com, or 

talk to anyone in the choir. 

 

And you are always welcome to join the choir. We rehearse 

Thursday evenings, 7:15 – 9:00 pm until Memorial Day, then on 

Sunday mornings at 9:15 in June. We resume regular Thursday 

practices after Labor Day. 

Deacons’ Corner 
by Kathryn Sparks 

 

The Deacons coordinate the outreach, social education and ac-

tion ministries of NYAPC.  Work includes outreach to the home-

less, recovering alcoholics and drug abusers, tutorial programs 

for the city's youth, socialization for people with serious mental 

illness, outreach to people who are elderly, international mis-

sions, urban housing and other cooperative inner-city missions 

with the Downtown Cluster of Congregations and Washington 

Interfaith Network.  The Deacons also have responsibility for 

leading ushering at worship services.  

 

Each spring, the Deacons review requests for funding from about 

15-20 organizations (city wide and farther afield) and prayerfully 

deliberate on how best to support them. We are currently in the 

proposal review process for 2015-2016. During 2014-2015, we 

supported 12 organizations that are doing great work in the 

world! In this AveNews, we wrap up the year by highlighting for 

you the final six organizations NYAPC has supported (see previ-

ous AveNews issues to read about the other six). 

 

Colombia Accompaniment Program:  In collaboration with 

U.S. Presbyterians and global partners, World Mission inspires, 

equips and connects communities of mission practice to engage 

in God’s mission: to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, 

help the most vulnerable – women and children – and promote 

reconciliation amidst cultures of violence. The Colombia Ac-

companiment Program started in 2004. It is a collaborative effort 

of Presbyterian World Mission, the Peacemaking Program, and 

the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship. This program provides sup-

port largely for training of volunteers, who travel to Colombia 

for short-term work as “accompaniers” – those who travel with 

pastors and other church workers of the Presbyterian Church of 

Colombia in order to lessen violence against them. 

 

Iraq Partnership Network :  The IPN is a Presbyterian mission 

agency supported by PC(USA). This network endeavors to sup-

port the four Presbyterian congregations in Iraq (Kirkuk, Bagh-

dad, Basra, Mosul) – a clear religious minority – and help them 

reconnect with other Presbyterian churches in the Middle East 

region.  These churches especially need support for leadership 

development. 

 

International Development & Educational Associates 

(IDEAS):  IDEAS is a global community of Christian profes-

sionals leveraging their skills to restore hope! Located in Colora-

do, IDEAS works in 13 countries and collaborates with local and 

national organizations, communities and people to see holistic, 

sustainable development. This year NYAPC supported the Com-

munities and Leadership Programs in the Philippines. 

 

Open Arms Housing:  Open Arms Housing in a 501(c) (3) non-

profit organization established in 1997 to pioneer the “housing 

first” model of serving homeless women in Washington, DC. 

OAH opened its first renovated apartment building at 57 O 

Street NW in 2009 to serve 16 formerly homeless women with 

mental illness, who have suffered trauma, abuse and insecurity 

for years. Each woman has her own efficiency apartment, and the 

building is staffed 24/7 for emergency support. So far, 27 highly 

vulnerable women have received housing at Open Arms. Of the 

nine women who have left the facility, seven moved into other 

permanent housing.  

 

The mission of OAH is to provide permanent homes with ongo-

ing supportive services for women who have lived in the shelters 

and on the streets of DC. Its goal is to develop effective housing 

models that can be successfully replicated. Some of the most 

vulnerable women living on the street or in shelters may not be 

able to conform to program rules (e.g., sobriety) of housing pro-

grams such as those run by SOME; Open Arms’ philosophy is 

that everyone first deserves safe affordable housing, but that the 

stability offered by living at OAH can lead women to utilize sup-

portive services once they settle in. 

 

REACH Incorporated:  REACH Incorporated, based in South-

east Washington, DC, develops confident grade-level readers and 

capable leaders by training teens to teach, creating academic ben-

efit for both the tutor and the student. REACH Incorporated was 

founded in 2009 and launched in 2010. While still young, 

REACH has already achieved tremendous results. Elementary 

school participants are on track to see 1.5 grade levels of growth 

per year. This growth, equal to that created by a highly effective 

teacher, is being created by teen tutors who experience more than 

2.0 grade levels of growth per year. Our teens also graduate from 

high school on time at a rate far above their peers. And, though 

teens enter our program reading between a 4th and 6th grade level, 

75% of our 11th grade tutors were reading at or above grade level 

at the end of their third year in our program. 

 

Young Playwrights’ Theater:  Young Playwrights’ Theater 

inspires young people to realize the power of their own voices. 

By teaching students to express themselves through the art of 

playwriting, YPT develops students’ language skills and empow-

ers them with the creativity, confidence and critical thinking 

skills they need to succeed in school and beyond. YPT honors its 

students by involving them in a high-quality artistic process 

where they feel simultaneously respected and challenged and by 

engaging professional theater artists in producing student plays 

for the community. YPT currently serves over 2,000 students 

annually in all eight DC wards. 

 

 

mailto:meghouse8@gmail.com
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News from the New York Avenue Foundation 
by Miriam Dewhurst 

 

The New York Avenue Foundation was established in 1984 to 

provide funding for the Community Club primarily, but also for 

other organizations in the District that serve the city’s children 

and youth.  Very often individuals and institutions prefer to do-

nate to non-sectarian agencies, and the Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 

organization.  The Foundation raises funds through the Combined 

Federal Campaign (CFC #25839), direct mail/email solicitations, 

and matching grants.  More than 98% of the funds raised go di-

rectly to Community Club or the other grantee organizations. 

 

In 2014, the Foundation raised $45,000 for Community Club, 

which is wholly a mission of the church.  The church provides 

space for the program on the fifth floor and, through a bequest, 

provides meals for students and tutors each Thursday evening of 

the school year.  The Club provides stay-in-school scholarships, 

small stipends to the high school students based on their GPA 

and attendance at CC.  The Club also provides modest scholar-

ships to its graduates who are attending institutions of higher 

learning, happily an ever-increasing number.  There are other 

Club expenses, such as the weekend camp that is held in the fall, 

and the reception that follows the awards ceremony in the spring.  

The funds raised through the Foundation constitute the majority 

of the funds that support the scholarships and other expenses. 

 

Most recently the Foundation has made grants of $4,000 each to 

two other organizations:  the D.C. Creative Writing Workshop 

and the Northeast Performing Arts Group.  The DCCWW is an 

after school program, operating mostly at the Charles Hart Mid-

dle School in the Congress Heights area of Ward 8.  The focus of 

this program is to engage students in poetry.  The students’ work 

is published annually in hArtworks, the only inner-city, public 

middle school literary magazine in the country.  In addition, the 

children give public readings of their poems in venues such as the 

MLK, Jr. Library and Busboys and Poets. 

 

The Northeast Performing Arts Group is a new recipient of a 

Foundation grant this year.  The NEPAG is located on Benning 

Road in NE, and its focus is on dance.  Elementary through high 

school students participate in NEPAG; no child is ever turned 

away.  The children help create their own dance programs, in-

cluding content, music selection, costumes, lighting and set de-

sign.  The shows are a community effort as parents and grandpar-

ents help with sewing costumes and other tasks.  Performances 

are held in area schools (most recently at Wilson HS) and the 

admission prices are set at levels that allow the families to attend.  

As arts classes have been eliminated from the public schools, 

NEPAG is sometimes invited to hold after-school programs in 

local schools, which it does gladly when they have the funds.  

These programs are often led by former NEPAG participants, 

who have gone on to have their own careers in dance. 

 

Anyone wishing to participate in the Foundation’s work, either 

by contributing or serving on the Foundation’s Board, can con-

tact Board President Brian Schimming (brishim@gmail.com). 

March with More Light Presbyterians in   

Capital Pride Parade, Saturday, June 13! 
by Fritz von Fleckenstein 

 
Members of the Peace and Justice Committee and other 

interested NYAPC members will be marching in the Capi-

tal Pride Parade with the Open Doors/More Light Presby-

terians on Saturday, June 13.  We will meet at the Church 

of the Pilgrims, 2201 P St NW, Washington, DC 20037 

(22nd and P) at 4:00 p.m.  In previous years there has been 

a truck that people can rest on if they become tired. 

 

Sherry Trafford, Chair of the Open Doors/More Light 

Presbyterians, writes:  “Thank you so much for highlight-

ing this in your newsletter!  Yes, we will be participating 

in the parade, which is June 13.  We will meet at Pilgrims-

- wear t-shirts if you have them from last year. We will 

also have shirts for sale again for $10.   This year we will 

make posters for each church as we wait for kick-off, and 

yes, we'll be celebrating the marriage vote.  We have bub-

ble machines which were apparently a big hit at Youth 

Pride today.  We will pass out wristbands and carnations 

again.  We expect a larger contingent than ever and we're 

really excited.” 

 

In the last two years, NYAPC has only managed to turn 

out three people.   Now, with the Presbyterian Church fi-

nally voting to allow full marriage equality, we should 

really turn out to celebrate this victory.  NYAPC has been 

a member of More Light Presbyterians since the 1990’s, 

and there have been times when we had at least ten people 

marching.  Let’s see if we can make it a big group this 

time!  Please let me know at fritz@alumni.reed.edu if you 

can come.  Following our tradition in past years, we can 

then all go out to dinner to celebrate after the Parade.  

Fritz, Ruth and Marsha at 2014 Capital Pride Parade 

mailto:fritz@alumni.reed.edu
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NYAPC Peace Candles for Visitors 
by Marilyn Seiber and Catherine Cannon 

 

The NYAPC Peace & Justice Committee provides 

small votive “peace candles” for visitors to take to 

their home church or homes.  Located in the back of 

the sanctuary on the table with a cross, the candles are 

there for the taking, along with an explanation of how 

the Peace Candle tradition began and a small form to 

fill out to know the name and home church of the visi-

tor.  History Committee tour guides on Sundays are 

encouraged to ask visitors to take a peace candle.  

NYAPC members who bring friends or meet visitors 

also are encouraged to have them take home a peace 

candle and sign the sheets on the table. 

 

In the last five months candles have been taken by a 

visiting couple from Colombia; the PC(USA) Re-

gional Liaison for the Middle East for the Presbyteri-

an Church in Homs, Syria; and visitors from the 

Community Presbyterian Church in Lac du Ham-

breau, WI; St. Giles Presbyterian Church in North 

Sydney, Nova Scotia, Canada; and First Presbyterian 

Church in Allentown, PA. 

 

This is a small way to extend light, peace, and con-

nection around our country and world.  Please help 

visitors participate!! 

Session Approves New Alcohol Policy 
by Miriam Dewhurst 

 

After months of discussion and deliberation, the Session voted at 

its March meeting to adopt an alcohol policy for the church.  The 

policy heretofore had been that alcohol was never to be served in 

the church.  Over the past several years, the Session has waived 

the policy at the request of church members wishing to serve beer 

and wine at their wedding receptions held at the church.  Waiver 

requests have also been approved for the occasional reception 

hosted by outside individuals on a very limited basis. 

 

Recognizing that waivers for wedding-related events were being 

granted on a regular basis, and that permission had been requested 

for wine to be consumed at the all-church retreat (after children 

were in bed), the Session concluded that the time had come for a 

new policy.   

 

The policy begins by stating the church’s commitment to being a 

sanctuary for all, including members of vulnerable populations, 

specifically children and individuals who struggle with addiction.  

The policy prohibits the service and consumption of alcohol in the 

church building, but states that the Session may waive the prohibi-

tion for specific events in the church building.  The policy in-

cludes a blanket waiver for serving beer and wine at wedding-

related events, specifically wedding receptions and rehearsal din-

ners, if the event hosts inform the Church Administrator in writ-

ing, and agree to any related conditions as determined by the 

Church Administrator and the Board of Trustees.  Typically, this 

means that the vendor would be required to have liability insur-

ance.  “Faith on Tap” functions held at the church have been 

granted a waiver. 

 

The well-being of children was a particular concern for the Ses-

sion.  Therefore, for church-sponsored events that are not held in 

the church building, such as retreats or dinners-for-nine, alcohol 

may be served if, for each child attending the event, a parent or 

guardian is present or the parent or guardian has provided written 

permission for that child to attend the event acknowledging that 

alcohol may be served, or if the event’s organizers designate, for 

every three children who attend the event but are not described 

above, one member of the church staff or the Session who will not 

consume alcohol and will monitor those children during the event.  

For the purposes of this policy, a child is defined to be a person 

eighteen years of age or younger.  The Session may waive this 

provision for specific church-sponsored events not held in the 

church building. 

 

This policy is reflected in the church’s Child Protection Policy, 

which also states that alcohol may never be served at Community 

Club events. 
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History Happens . . . at NYAPC — Esther Moring 
 

As part of the NYAPC History Committee’s Bicenten-

nial Interviews Project, Marilyn Seiber and Edith 

Snyder interview NYAPC members for the Archives 

files. They spoke with Esther Moring on April 26, 

2015 for this project and for the article below.  

 
M. Esther Moring first “stumbled” across The New York 

Avenue Presbyterian Church in 2006 when she was in 

Washington, DC at the end of a meeting and with time 

before her flight 

home to Tallahassee, 

Florida. Walking in 

the neighborhood, 

NYAPC’s stained-

glass windows drew 

her in; when she en-

tered the building, 

Esther knew she was 

in a special place. 

She recalls being 

greeted warmly and 

given a tour. 

 

“I felt a connection 

with the windows 

and the Lincoln pew 

and the missions of 

this church,” she ex-

plains. NYAPC’s 

missions reminded 

her of her home 

church at that time—First Presbyterian Church of Talla-

hassee, which is also a justice-seeking church, active in 

service to the city’s homeless population and an early par-

ticipant in the environmental movement with its installa-

tion of solar panels. 

 

When Esther and her husband, Bob Rackleff, moved to the 

nation’s capital a half dozen years later for his work as a 

speechwriter at the Export-Import Bank and then for the 

US Secretary of Energy, she remembered the church. Ac-

tive with the Presbyterian Women in Tallahassee, she 

joined the Bible study of NYAPC’s Presbyterian Women’s 

Circle. Esther became a member of the congregation in 

2012; journeyed to NYAPC’s partner church in Cuba, First 

Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana soon after; and 

now serves on the Board of Diaconal Ministers. 

 

For Esther, though, becoming part of the life of NYAPC is 

just the next step in a faith journey that has at its core  

Matthew 25:40: “And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I 

tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 

are members of my family, you did it to me.’ ” “I think of 

this scripture all the time,” she says. “We need to find and 

reach out to ‘the least of these’ in our church community, 

in our city, in our country, and on the planet.” 

 

And so Esther has striven to do throughout her life and in 

her career as a registered nurse for 34 years. For most of 

those years and through 38 missions, Esther has served as 

an international nurse, working primarily with Doctors 

Without Borders and particularly with that organization’s 

emergency team based in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 

which often responds 

to requests for assis-

tance with as little as 

24 hours’ notice.  

 

Esther has worked in 

some 20 countries, 

including Bosnia, 

Chad, the Congo, 

Eritrea, Haiti, Nepal, 

Rwanda, Sierra Leo-

ne, and Tanzania. She 

has broad experience 

in medical, environ-

mental, tropical, and 

team leadership in 

areas ranging from 

cardiac and intensive 

care, community 

health, and hospice 

nursing to occupa-

tional health for hazardous waste workers and war zones. 

Esther has cared for the sick and dying in numerous out-

breaks of hemorrhagic fevers, including Ebola, often for 

months at a time. She has located the epicenter of an Ebo-

la outbreak and been put on trial by grieving relatives who 

thought that the vial of blood Esther collected to confirm 

the source of the disease had killed their loved one. 

 

In telling her story, Esther resists any thanks for her work. 

“I didn’t do any of this,” she protests. “God did.” 

 

A Family Calling 

 

Born in 1954 at Moody Air Force Base in Georgia, Esther 

grew up around the world, living and going to school in 

France and Japan as well as Tampa, Florida, and Abbe-

ville, Alabama. Her father, Billy, was a veteran of the US 

Army and Navy in World War II who also served in Vi-

etnam in the US Air Force, and the family moved with his 

military career. Esther herself served as a medic in the 
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Army Reserves while completing her Bachelor of Science 

degree in nursing from the University of Alabama in Bir-

mingham.  

 

In Abbeville while her father was in Vietnam, Esther and 

her two brothers and sister found themselves in the mid-

dle of the battle to integrate the public schools. At the 

start of the year, Esther helped two African-American 

girls learn how to use the combination locks on their first-

ever school lockers. She did not notice the crowd that had 

gathered to watch her and was appalled when the other 

students jumped back as Esther turned to walk down the 

hall and shouted, “Don’t touch me, you nigger lover!” 

She remembers being threatened by some of the boys and 

confronting them about their beliefs. “I became an activist 

that first day of eighth grade.” 

 

Esther credits her mother, Myrtle, and her family with 

anchoring the Morings spiritually. Myrtle’s sister, Mil-

dred, had died of tuberculosis when she was very young, 

but her faith “inspired my mother and all of us. I can see 

the hand of God in our lives from Mildred forward,” she 

says. Esther grew up as a Baptist and was very active in 

the youth group of Kento Plains Baptist Church in Japan, 

where she attended and graduated from high school. The 

family’s spiritual life was rich, influenced by, among oth-

ers, evangelist Billy Graham and Dutch Christian Cornel-

ia "Corrie" ten Boom.  

 

Esther’s father, whose spatial ability made him an expert 

loader of large military cargo planes, applied that gift as a 

member of Carpenters for Christ where he helped build 

several churches. Another of Myrtle’s sisters, Barbara, 

and her husband, Dan, went to Uganda to teach math and 

physical education programming to teachers and to start 

and nurture Bible study fellowships as a hopeful response 

to the AIDS crisis that has devastated that country and so 

much of Africa from the 1980s on. Further, their daughter 

and Esther’s cousin, Kristin, studied to become a urolo-

gist and now works throughout the world. 

 

Aunt Barbara became a mentor to the young Esther when, 

in her thirties, she sought a career in international nursing 

and signed on with the International Rescue Committee 

(IRC). “She taught me about kettle showers and mosquito 

netting,” recalls Esther.  

 

And much more than that: Esther’s first assignment was 

to be in Somalia, and she was hesitant to go because of 

the dangers that post presented. But Aunt Barbara said, 

“Now, Esther, the safest place to be is in the hands of 

God.” Esther told the IRC she would take the assignment 

only to learn that the organization had decided Somalia 

was too insecure after all. Esther considers this instance a 

test of her faith and how far she was willing to go to put 

herself in God’s hands. Since then, Esther signs all of her 

emails “In the safest place…the hands of God.” 

 

In hindsight, Esther also views her work at the University 

of Washington in Seattle where she earned a master’s de-

gree in Advanced Community Health Care Systems with 

Occupational and Environmental Health as part of God’s 

path for her work internationally. Her courses there em-

phasized occupational health nursing and teaching workers 

how to protect themselves while cleaning up hazardous 

waste, techniques she has applied in outbreaks of Ebola 

and other hemorrhagic fevers. 

 

At 52, Esther married Bob, a family member of her long-

time friend, Janice, and a three-term county commissioner 

in Tallahassee. Not surprisingly, they worked together in 

New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina—Esther in the 

clinic and Bob gutting houses in the Ninth Ward. He pro-

posed on New Year’s Eve 2005. 

 

Humbled in the Field 

 

As it happened, the IRC assigned Esther to Tanzania back 

in 1994 where she watched “a sea of people pouring over 

the border from Rwanda carrying their few belongings on 

their heads.” They settled around a lake that soon became 

polluted. The situation was a logistical nightmare; even the 

International Red Cross was challenged to deliver supplies 

and provide shelter for thousands of people. At age 39, “I 

cut my teeth on Hotel Rwanda,” says Esther. 

 

Since joining Doctors Without Borders in 1995, she has 

also become a coordinator of teams responding to crises 

and of countrywide responses to disease. Esther is recog-

nized abroad as a “wealthy woman,” not monetarily, but in 

the knowledge that so many of the people she serves lack. 

She is a resource for the ministers of health in countries 

where ignorance is as much a problem as the disease.  

 

Esther has learned in crises “to do everything we can to 

respect the culture and lift the hearts of the people.” In the 

midst of Ebola outbreaks, for example, that means using 

clear rather than white body bags so that people can see 

and mourn their loved ones with some level of safety. 

 

Esther applied her knowledge and experience personally 

when her mother developed Alzheimer’s disease eight 

years ago, and she needed to organize round-the-clock care 

for her parents. Her mother and father both died in the fall 

of 2014 within a month of each other.  
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Friends, No Longer Enemies 
by Adlai Amor 

 

“I am happy to finally welcome you as friends, and no longer as 

enemies,” said Rev. Hector Mendez, pastor of the First Presbyter-

ian-Reformed Church of Havana. This general elation that normal 

relations between the United States and Cuba is being established 

permeated our recent visit to Cuba. 

 

There were 13 of us from The New York Avenue Presbyterian 

Church (NYAPC) and the Church of the Pilgrims who were 

guests of the Primera Iglesia Presbiteriana-Reformada de la Ha-

vana (PIPRH), April 13-20. We were there to celebrate 10 years 

of the official partnership between NYAPC and PIPRH.  

 

“Our partnership with NYAPC is very important to us. You told 

the world about our church. You supported our work. You prayed 

with us. You did not forget us during the darkest moments of our 

history,” said Rev. Mendez.  

 

It was indeed an unusual trip. Instead of the usual church-

sponsored visits to build churches or paint classrooms, ours was 

to strengthen the relations between two Presbyterian churches 

from two countries without diplomatic relations and with a long 

history of hatred.  

 

Instead of a trip that involved staying at exclusive hotels and re-

sorts, we visited the homes of ordinary Cuban Christians. Large 

homes were divided into two-room apartments, many of which 

were in dire need of maintenance.  

 

We visited the homes of four widows. Three of them were visited 

regularly by their sons; one of them receives money regularly 

from her grandson in Italy. Despite Cuba's vaunted universal 

health program  and their educational system, the government has 

failed supporting elderly Cubans.  

 

In a sense, these four widows were the lucky ones. They had sons 

and grandsons, a church, and its members who helped care for 

them. As we left a wheelchair-bound widow, she sang a song to 

thank us. With her son crying near her, she told Rev. Mendez that 

it might be the last time he will see her alive.   

 

We witnessed the daily struggle of ordinary Cubans. While they 

have shopping malls, and small businesses are now allowed, only 

those who have CUCs (the peso for foreigners, roughly equal to 

$1) are able to afford to shop at these malls. Indeed, when some 

Cubans were asked their dreams for Cuba, one answered: “We 

want to be able to eat breakfast, lunch, and dinner.”   

 

In many ways, NYAPC and PIPRH are very similar. Both are 

churches with strong downtown ministries. Both are located in 

the capitals, with the PIRPH in the old Chinese barrio.  

 

The First Presbyterian-Reformed Church was established by a 

missionary in 1890. A  Cuban Presbyterian wrote the Presbyteri-

an Church in Nashville informing them of several worshipping 

communities he organized following the Presbyterian tradition. 

He requested a missionary. Today, PIPRH is the biggest in the 

island with 300 members.  

 

The Presbyterian Church grew and established schools and hos-

pitals, which were later closed or nationalized during the Cuban 

Revolution. Today, it thrives with 53 congregations, distributed 

among three presbyteries and a synod. It re-established its frater-

nal relationship with the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 1990. 

NYAPC's relationship with First Presbyterian actually started 16 

years ago with a visit from former associate pastor Rev. Alice 

Anderson.  

 

Despite their difficulties as Christians in a socialist country, they 

remain strong in their faith, always hopeful of a new day. The 

strength of their faith was evident in our visit to the Presbyterian 

Church of La Fernanda, which started as an outreach project of 

PIPRH. Its congregation of about 30 just finished converting a 

house into a sanctuary. The whole building – including the sanc-

tuary, the kitchen, the laundry area – could easily fit into the 

Radcliffe Room. And with lots of room to spare.  

 

“We may be short of money,” said their pastor, “but our faith is 

strong.” 

 

Such faith was also evident in Fernando Machado Cedre.  He is 

only 17 but he is deeply involved in the life of the church, in-

cluding preaching at other churches. By May, he hopes to pass 

the last interview for admission to the Matanzas Evangelical 

Theological Seminary.  “Ever since I was a child, I knew that I 

was called by God to be a pastor,” he said.  

 

Fernando, like many young Cubans in the neighborhood, was 

attracted to PIPRH by their English courses and their library. 

Although First Presbyterian does not overtly seek to convert peo-

ple, many became members due to the programs the church of-

fers.  

 

Three times a week, volunteers teach Tai Chi Chuan. It has be-

come so popular that PIPRH expanded the number of classes it 

 Members of First Presbyterian's youngest baseball team, 

The Little Stars of Lealtad  
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offers. Graduates of its baseball program now play for a variety 

of teams in Cuba. Its Telefono Amigo program, which celebrated 

its 20th anniversary this year, is the only one of its kind. Its team 

of psychologists and a doctor has helped more than 8,000 people, 

the majority of whom are not church members.  

 

As our visit wound up, we worshiped with members of First 

Presbyterian. The service was very uplifting, especially with the 

presence of two choirs. One was PIPRH's choir, and the other, 

the African Choir, composed of African professionals and stu-

dents who consider First Presbyterian as their church home. Dur-

ing the service, people lined up to publicly give thanks or request  

 

for prayers. One cried as he gave thanks: “I never imagined that 

in my lifetime our two countries would have normal relations.” 

 

When we visited Primera Iglesia Presbiteriana-Reformada de la 

Havana, we brought with us gifts from earnings at the Alternative 

Christmas Store and funds raised by Church of the Pilgrims. We 

also bought gifts –  thumb drives, printer ink, aspirin, vitamins, 

batteries, etc. – according to a list of needs sent to us by PIPRH.  

 

In return, the PIPRH congregation gave us their love, their 

friendship, their hospitality, their gratitude, their faith – and their 

hope for normal and open relations between Cuba and the USA.   

The African Choir 

NYAPC Invited to White House Briefing 

on Cuba 
By Marilyn Seiber 

 
On March 30, 2015, the White House hosted a briefing for 

“Leaders in the Faith-Based Community” with Obama Admin-

istration officials from the Departments of State, Commerce, 

Treasury, and the White House National Security Council.  The 

subject of the briefing, “The Obama Administration’s New 

Course on Cuba Policy,” provided an overview of the challenges 

for establishing diplomatic relations after more than 50 years, 

including the major “asks” presented by the U.S. and Cuban ne-

gotiators. Cuba wants to be removed from the List of State Spon-

sors of Terrorism (accomplished in April), to have access to 

banking in the U.S., and to have the U.S. embargo lifted. The 

U.S. wants freer movement for its diplomats in Havana with ac-

cess to all elements of Cuban society, improved human rights for 

Cubans, and removed restrictions on telecommunications. The 

U.S. Commerce Department has already made exceptions to li-

censing requirements for equipment, tools, and supplies for con-

struction, agriculture, and entrepreneurial endeavors.  The State 

Department’s U.S. Special Representative for Religion and Glo-

bal Affairs urged the briefing participants from the religious com-

munity to remain involved in their efforts for normalization and 

to provide feedback to the Administration as these efforts pro-

ceed. 

SPECIAL EASTER MESSAGE   
by REV. HÉCTOR MÉNDEZ 

 

(Rev. Héctor Méndez preached at NYAPC on October 5, 2014, 

and told us about Sarah Cristina McClauland.  On Easter Week, 

he sent the following story of Easter Resurrection along with a 

photo of a flowering Lily of Resurrection.) 

 

In 2011 Sarah Cristina McClauland, 16 years old, traveled to Cu-

ba as a member of a group of young people from the Presbyterian 

Church of Winnetka, Chicago, USA who were going to paint the 

building of the First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana 

and to build relationships with the young people of that church.   

 

Unfortunately Sarah Cristina was hit by a car and passed away at 

the beginning of 2014 and her family decided to send part of her 

ashes to Havana to be scattered in the garden of the church.   This 

was done in July of that year in a ceremony in which Rev. David 

Lower, Pastor of Winnetka, and Rev. Hector Méndez, pastor of 

First Havana, participated.  According to the family, the ashes 

were sent to Havana because of the importance of that unforgetta-

ble week in Havana in the life of Sarah Cristina. 

  

Today as we approach Holy Week a beautiful Lily of Resurrec-

tion is flowering in the very place where the ashes of this young 

lady enriched the land.  It is a symbol of solidarity and brother-

hood between our churches and our peoples and a true expression 

of the Biblical message.  I AM THE RËSURRECTION AND 

THE LIFE...HE THAT BELIEVES IN ME, THOUGH HE 

WERE DEAD, YET SHALL HE LIVE. 
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Cuba Partners Supply Drive a Great Success! 
by Aryn Myers 

 

Each year The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church sends a 

contingent of members and friends to visit our partner church in 

Cuba, the First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana (First 

Havana). We recently celebrated the tenth anniversary of formal 

partnership (although the relationship began six years before!)  

between our two churches. One of the biggest ways we support 

the partnership is with annual visits to First Havana. During these 

trips we do many meaningful activities to build relationships and 

encourage community between our congregations.  

 

Another specific way we support the partnership is by bringing 

needed supplies with NYAPC members when we visit. It is im-

portant to note that in Cuba many supplies are hard to come by. 

Cuba does not produce many items inside the country, so nearly 

everything – medicine, vitamins, clothing, etc. –  must be import-

ed. The embargo with the U.S. further complicates this process. 

As a result, often there are shortages of common products or 

simply no inventory at all. Even when items are available, costs 

can be very high. This is especially true when the average salary 

is roughly $20/month, and prices for items are not too dissimilar 

from those here in the U.S.  

 

Because of the generosity of past trip participants, all trips have 

brought down the supplies First Havana needs. (To avoid bringing 

unneeded items, we request an updated list each year.) This year 

we decided to engage the larger congregation in our supply ef-

forts. There were several goals – 1) improve NYAPC membership 

awareness about conditions in Cuba, 2) more effectively demon-

strate some of the Cuba Partners activities, 3) increase congrega-

tional participation in our efforts, and 4) increase the amount of 

supplies we could bring with us on the 2015 trip.  

 

We are pleased to 

report that we 

achieved all of our 

goals! Weekly up-

dates in the Prayer/

Care List and  

bulletin notified the 

congregation of the 

supply drive’s de-

tails. In turn, we 

collected donations 

each Sunday 

throughout the 

month of March. Our friends at Church of the Pilgrims also con-

tributed, as well as an Easter donation from the Young Adults 

group. By the end of the month we had a (portion of a) ton of sup-

plies! During the pre-trip “packing party” we filled two suitcases, 

several carry-ons, and a 5’ x 5’ bag with medicines, vitamins, 

clothing, books, USB drives, soap, toiletries, and towels. It was 

such a blessing to bring all of the supplies to our Cuban friends, 

and to explain how many in the congregation had contributed. 

Betsy Merritt put it best when she described it as a “loaves and 

fishes” experience. With the success of the 2015 supply drive, 

Cuba Partners is now planning to make it an annual event in ad-

vance of each year’s trip!  

 State Department Briefs NYAPC Cuba Delegation 
by Marilyn Seiber 

 

Foreign Service Officer Rob Allison from the State Department’s 

Office of Cuba Coordination briefed NYAPC’s delegation to Cu-

ba on April 7, 2015.  Mr. Allison reported that the announcement 

on December 17 to restore diplomatic relations between the U.S. 

and Cuba was a surprise to everyone and had been closely held 

information until the two Presidents simultaneously made the 

announcement.  The process of negotiations will be made espe-

cially difficult by the 50+ years of distrust and non-

communication, and by a list of “complicated and tangled” issues 

that face the negotiators.  He said that we are fortunate that the 

main negotiators from both countries have known each other in 

the past, but the pace of negotiations will be deliberate. The num-

ber of issues and the pace of negotiations—along with high ex-

pectations for fast resolution of issues—have made the process 

“overwhelming.”  Mr. Allison reviewed the many issues—

property expropriation, creditors and court judgments, aviation, 

postal issues, telecommunications, migration—that go beyond the 

establishment of diplomatic relations.  He said that developing a 

broad base of support for normalization, such as through church 

partnerships and religious ties, is one way to encourage progress 

forward and to defuse naysayers to normalization. 

Girl Spending her time at First Presbyterian's Library 
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Third Njoro, KENYA Mission Trip 
by Rev. Beth Braxton 

 

A mission team is shaping up 

for the journey to Njoro, 

Kenya (August 6 - 19) to 

continue the relationship that 

is growing, as together the 

NYAPC and the PCEA Njoro 

Parish care for thirty-five 

orphans and vulnerable chil-

dren in the town of Njoro, 

Kenya (2009 population was  

23,551.)  It is an awesome 

responsibility as we seek to 

provide these children and 

youth (ages 7-17) with not 

only the basics: school fees, school uniforms, shoes, school bags, 

some Saturday instruction, worship and recreation, but also with 

our presence of compassion and care! 

 

The team will be giving leadership to a Vacation Bible School 

style of program from 9:00am - 1:00pm each day for a week. (The 

students are out of school the month of August.) Daily there will 

be worship with singing and a Bible story focus that will carry 

through the activities of the day: crafts, conversation, dancing, 

drama, games and ending with a hearty meal. We hope to teach 

some liturgical dance and do some instrumental music with re-

corder or song flute. We will have our own “Mission Team Band” 

- Bob on guitar, Beth on flute, Susan Grooters on clarinet and 

David on trumpet. In the afternoon we will visit the homes and 

schools of students. 

 

The new social worker, Cathy Wambui, has asked that we bring 

some drama materials such as Biblical costumes, beards and 

headgear, clothes for the children to wear at home (T-shirts, pants, 

blouses and skirts), some books on American history and how to 

knit, among other subjects and recreational materials, namely 

soccer balls and jump ropes. We will place containers at the 

church marked for these items so members and friends of the con-

gregation can participate with a contribution. Members who feel 

that they can never make the particular mission journey them-

selves may contribute to a scholarship fund to defray the costs for 

others to participate. And all of us can keep the thirty-five stu-

dents, their leaders, our churches and the mission team in our 

prayers. 

 

“The religion that is pure … is to care for the orphans and wid-

ows” (James 1:27) 

2015 Njoro Mission Team 

Rev. Beth and Bob Braxton  

David Faubert  

Susan Grooters 

Lindsay Kipp 

Susan Kipp 

Rev. David Milam 

Rosemary Segero 

Kathryn Sparks 

For more information, ask the 

NYAPC Njoro Steering  

Committee: 

Rev. Beth Braxton, Chair 

Fritz von Fleckenstein, Treasurer 

Sarah Williamson, secretary 

Karen Milam-Feret (Deacons 

liaison) 

Marsha Renwanz 

Molly Lauer 

Jim Turner  

Practicing Tai Chi Chuan at First Presbyterian of  Havana 

The Communion Table at with some of our gifts 

Marsha with some young ladies from the Orphan Program 
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called to “be their brothers’ keeper” in assisting refugees with 

housing, food, and clothing.   

 

In Kirkuk, the church grounds house 16 displaced families (64 

people), none of whom had heard of the Presbyterian church in 

Kirkuk. The kitchen has been remodeled to feed them.  Church 

members drive families to, and pay for, doctors’ visits.  Rev. 

Haitham also initiated and continues to lead a prison ministry for 

women bringing grooming kits and supplies, and Muslim prison 

guards have become partners in this effort.  The Kirkuk Church 

now wants to open a home for released prisoners. 

 

In Baghdad, the Presbyterian church cares for 50 displaced fami-

lies in a 10-kilometer circle around the church.  It holds quarterly 

seminars on trauma care on how to equip families to restart their 

lives and think of hope.  Rev. Hammo Farouk says that Christians 

have become revitalized. 

 

The Presbyterian church in Basrah continues to run a preschool 

and nursery for 200 children, but it is a small church and people 

are leaving putting its school leadership in jeopardy.  Its Christian 

radio station remains popular, and the church hopes to expand its 

bandwidth and reach a larger listening audience. 

 

In Syria, there are 15 active Presbyterian congregations, down 

from 18. (Three 

closed in Aleppo and 

one remains.) But 

they are not a victim-

ized church!  In 

Aleppo, where the 

water infrastructure 

has been totally de-

stroyed over four 

years, the Armenian 

church drills for wa-

ter on its property 

and provides daily 

free water to anyone 

in need. In Homs, the 

Parkers say that their 

heartbreak is never 

knowing what the 

“old Homs” was 

before the bombing 

and destruction, the 

sadness of seeing a 

vibrant city and coun-

try changed forever by war.  Still the Homs Presbyterian 

Church—with which NYAPC is developing a relationship of sup-

port and prayer—is helping 400 families with food kits and blan-

kets, while at the same time trying to repair its bomb-damaged 

church. Its school and classrooms in a separate building have re-

mained open. 

 

Together the churches in Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq are seeking to 

hold conferences of Muslims and Christians, working to guide 

countries in conversation on their future together. 

PC(USA) Regional Liaison for  

Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Visits NYAPC 
by Marilyn Seiber 

 

Rev. Elmarie Parker, PC(USA) Regional Liaison for Syria, 

Lebanon, Iraq, and her husband, Rev. Scott Parker, were hosted 

by NYAPC’s Peace and Justice Committee, March 21-24, 2015,  

for a visit to Washington, D.C.  They met with National Capital 

Presbytery’s Global Mission Network on Saturday, March 21, 

to describe the situation among Presbyterian Churches in the 

region and the Parkers’ work based out of Beirut, Lebanon.  

The Parkers have been stationed in Beirut since July 2013 and 

were on home-leave from December 2014-March 2015 to meet 

with Presbyterian churches across the country.  They had driven 

from the West Coast—Washington, Oregon, California—to the 

East Coast—Washington, D.C. and New Jersey—and countless 

states and churches in between describing the work and plight 

of Christians and Presbyterian churches, especially those in Iraq 

and Syria.  The Parkers describe the spirit, work, and dedication 

of these Christian/ Presbyterian churches as “Infectious ‘None-

the-Less!’ ” 

On Sunday, March 21, the Parkers gave Minutes for Mission at 

both NYAPC services, bringing greetings from Presbyterians in 

the Middle East region and briefly describing the situation for 

Christians.  During the Adult Christian Education hour, they  

gave a PowerPoint presentation showing the history, maps, and 

current conditions of churches and Christians in Iraq and Syria. 

They gave another presentation in Peter Marshall Hall at noon 

where a luncheon was served.   Three Presbyterian churches 

remain in Iraq (out of five) in the cities of Kirkuk, Baghdad, 

and Basrah. (Elders from the Presbyterian Churches in Baghdad 

and Basrah have visited NYAPC as PC(USA) International 

Peacemakers.)  The Presbyterian church in Mosul closed be-

cause of its location in a dangerous zone, but sisters had kept 

the church going in house worship.  However, they fled Mosul 

to safety when ISIS invaded in June 2014.  The Parkers report-

ed that the Presbyterian churches in Iraq and Syria face chal-

lenges of members leaving the country, churches being 

bombed, and resources dwindling, yet they remain active and 

Old Church in Homs 

Rev. Elmarie Parker speaking at NYAPC 
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PC(USA) Syria-Lebanon Partnership Network 

Leads Trip to Middle East 
By Marilyn Seiber 

 

(The following report is taken from the trip blog from various 

members of the delegation visiting Syria and Lebanon.) 

 

Members of the PC(USA) Syria Lebanon Partnership Network—

of which The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church is a mem-

ber—traveled to the region to meet with partner churches, April 

20-30, 2015.  The group was led by Pauline Coffman, Convener 

of the Network, and Rev. Elmarie Parker, Regional Liaison for 

Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon, who visited NYAPC on March 22, 

2015. 

 

The group gathered on the grounds of Hamlin Hospital in the 

mountains outside Beirut, Lebanon, to meet with pastors and el-

ders from 17 Presbyterian churches in Syria, one pastor traveling 

two days to share stories of the congregations he serves.  They 

told stories of displaced Christians in Syria during the current 

conflict, but also told amazing stories of resurrection and hope.  

Violence has affected all the churches and their members, and 

many of their homes have been destroyed.  Church-operated 

schools—one with 1500 children—closed for three months.  One 

pastor drives 120 miles to serve a third congregation whose pastor 

left Syria.  Electricity and food are scarce. 

 

But hope and renewal are abundant, and it is the churches that are 

coordinating relief efforts.  Churches are rebuilding homes; a 

school that had closed and reopened with 200 students now has an 

enrollment of 800; one congregation had 160 children attend Va-

cation Bible School.  But despite all the physical needs that face 

the Syrian churches and their members, Heather Mclaughlin on 

the delegation wrote that “every speaker reiterated that what they 

need most is our support and affirmation.  Simply knowing 

that we care about them goes a long way toward renewing hope 

for the churches in this ancient country, among the first to receive 

and bear witness to the good news of Jesus Christ.” 

  

At the Synod Offices in Beirut, Rev. Riad Jarjour, formerly pastor 

of the Presbyterian Church in Homs and now with the Forum for 

Development, Culture, and Dialogue, spoke of efforts toward 

reconciliation between Christians and Muslims, especially among 

young people. (FYI, Rev. Jarjour spoke in Washington, D.C. in 

January 2014 and is the reason NYAPC became involved in the 

Syria-Lebanon Partnership Network.) He also described what 

related organizations are doing to facilitate healing of a “broken 

community” and displaced persons.  The dialogue among faith 

communities hopes to “confront the influences of extremism and 

the effects of ‘islamophobia.’”  Young people are doing this 

through music and art, relief work, and practical problem solving. 

 

The Synod’s work in education is based on the roots of the Pres-

byterian Church in Syria and Lebanon during the Reformation 

period with the plan to build two schools for every church in a 

community. The Synod’s Rev. Suheil Saoud reported that “the 

majority of moderate Muslim leadership in the region, if you were 

to look at their educational history, you would find that most of 

them have attended a Christian School or University.  To this day 

there are 7 schools in Lebanon and 1 in Syria run by the Synod 

and another four schools in Syria run by individual congrega-

tions.” The Synod hopes, with the help of partners from the USA 

and Europe to open two more schools to accommodate low-

income/no-income Syrian students currently displaced to Leba-

non—a need for the foreseeable future. “The schools have sur-

vived during the recent war, but the Presbyterian school in Homs, 

for example, has seen the student population decline from 1600 to 

800. Many believe that the churches will not survive without the 

schools.” 

 

The U.S. delegation was able to travel to churches and communi-

ties in Syria where they met in churches and living rooms to listen 

and ask questions of men, women, and children, to hear their 

overwhelming stories of foreign fighters warning Christians to 

convert to Islam, pay a tax, or leave.  All of the fleeing families 

must deal with loss, despair, uncertainty for the future, and diffi-

culty finding work. 

 

On Sunday, April 25, 2015, Rev. Tim McCalmont, Pastor of the 

Presbyterian Church in Costa Mesa, CA, preached in the pulpit of 

the Presbyterian Church in Homs with which his church has had a 

partnership for several years.  (This is the same church with which 

NYAPC is seeking to connect in prayer and support, and Rev. 

McCalmont has been instrumental in helping us do this.)  Rev. 

McCalmont has written movingly about this visit, and the follow-

ing are his observations and thoughts: 

 

“There have been few times in my life when I have been so over-

whelmed as these past several days here in Lebanon and Syr-

ia.  Yesterday as we traveled the dangerous roads from Lebanon 

into Syria and as we spoke with so many who have been so im-

pacted by this crisis, I don't have words that can describe the bur-

den of loss and pure sadness at what has happened in this beauti-

ful land.  As one said to me looking me dead in the eye, our soul 

has been ripped out of us…. In the midst of such devastation and 

despair I have sensed a resilience that will not die.  There lives 

here in these people a sign of hope that stands above the smoke 

and ruins around them and that sings sharper and louder than the 

noise of chaos still heard from distant gunshots and mortar fire.  

 

“Homs and partner churches live in hope and anticipation of what 

God is about to do, and their worship and warm fellowship glows 

with this faith. I was invited by Pastor Mofed Quarajilly to deliver 

the sermon, something I have done each Sunday for more than 22 

years in my own church in California.  But this Sunday was dif-

ferent. In our worship we heard about partnerships, about prayer 

for one another and about the joy of a sharing of God’s Spirit that 

brings a mutual blessing of peace and unity between us all.   To-

day, we saw Jesus among us and especially in the faces of our 

new Syrian friends.  There is something of God here that has be-

come more real for me than ever before.  Even in the midst of 

such travail, such devastation, or perhaps I could 

say especially among such travail and devastation, we find who 

God is and what God is truly about.  Today I was in His presence, 

in the unity of God’s Spirit and the wonder of God’s peace. Praise 

be to God!” 



AVENEWS Page 16 May 2015 
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church 

1313 New York Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20005-4790 
Heeding God's Call of Greater Washington 

Memorial to the Lost 
STOP, READ, PRAY AND REMEMBER 

 

April was an inspirational experience installing the Memorial, reading the names in-

cluded in the Memorial, and praying for those who are represented on the t-shirts of 

our Memorial to the Lost.   

 

On Monday, April 6, along with a group of students led by Rev. Ray Ranker of Chapel 

Ministries from the University of Maryland, we installed the Memorial on the Mall in 

front of the Library at the University of Maryland.  It was a beautiful day, and while 

we were installing, students stopped and walked among the shirts.  One young man 

joined in our prayer circle as we completed the installation, to ask us to pray for a 

friend who had recently died through gun violence in DC and for himself.  We were all 

so touched by his grief.  The Memorial was taken down by the students on Thursday, 

April 9 with plans to return to the University of Maryland next year for a longer  

installation.   

 

The Memorial is now located at St. Francis of Assisi in Derwood, Maryland, after a wonderful installation on Saturday, May 2.  The 

rest of the schedule for the Memorial is included here.  Some of these dates are tentative at this moment. 

St. Rose of Lima Church, Gaithersburg, MD     5/16-6/6 

University Park Church of the Brethren, University Park, MD     6/7-6/21 

15th Street Presbyterian Church, Washington, DC     6/27-7/11 

Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church, Bethesda, MD     (July, possible) 

Southminster Presbyterian Church, Oxon Hill, MD     8/1-8/15 

St. John the Baptist Church, Columbia, MD     9/4-9/18 

Northern Virginia Mennonite, Fairfax, VA     9/19-10/3 

Saint Mark Presbyterian Church, Rockville, MD     10/24-11/8 

 

If you find the Memorial will be installed close to where you live or work, we ask you to STOP, READ, PRAY AND REMEM-

BER.  Also invite others to do the same.  If the Memorial is going to be close to you and you would like to volunteer to help, please let 

us know. Times of installation will be shared closer to the dates of the installation.  If you have questions about the Memorial, please 

share with us. Heeding God's Call of Greater Washington is very proud of our Memorial to the Lost, and we ask you to spread the 

word and let others know of this inspirational project. 


