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AVENEWS 

ñPraise God for this day!  The 

God of new beginnings has called 

us to this place.ò 

So began the Call to Worship 

June 7 in our renovated sanctuary, 

following a festive prelude, Han-

delôs The Rejoicing, played by 

trumpets, organ and timpani.  

Celebrating our return after 

eight months of worshipping in 

Peter Marshall Hall, Tara Spuhler 

McCabe and Linda LeSourd Lader 

led the children in a procession 

which brought with it the cross, 

baptismal font, and other things 

from the 5th floor.   

Our church has been born 

again and again and again, Roger 

Gench said in his sermon, remind-

ing us of our history and of our 

reformed, always reforming heri-

tage. ñThis is not just a new coat of 

paint,ò he said, noting that the bap-

tismal font, a prominent symbol of 

rebirth, has moved forward. ñItôs 

an ever new way of pointing to 

God.ò 

The service included a dedica-

tion litany and communion. The 

choir sang ñGod is Here!ò and 

other pieces from its new space up 

front, concluding the service with 

Moses Hoganôs Music Down in my 

Soul. 

Along with the baptismal font, 

the pulpit and eagle lectern are 

closer to the congregation, who sits 

in newly angled pews for improved 

sight lines and a better feeling of 

community. A multilevel platform 

extends toward the congregation 

from the pulpit, and, on one side, 

risers provide space for the choir. 

This platformôs light wood 

brightens the room, while dark 

wood trim matches the communion 

table and pews. Cork flooring has 

replaced blue carpet, and its earth 

tones reflect the light and dark 

wood in the rest of the sanctuary.  

The lighting has been updated 

throughout, and the sound system 

will also be improved. 

The area behind the pul-

pit has not changed é 

yet. Organ installation 

will begin sometime in 

August, after construc-

tion dust has completely 

settled. This will take 

place during the week, 

meaning worship will 

continue in the new 

space. Then, we will 

celebrate the new sanctu-

ary and the new organ 

this fall. 

This stage of our Sanctuary 

renovation is complete é but 

the Capital Campaign isnôt! 

Weôve been wonderfully suc-

cessful. Weôve received about 

$1.8 million in funds and ex-

pect another $200,000 in 

pledges to be fulfilled this 

year. Thank you! 

But thereôs more. Total 

cost for the elevators, organ, 

and sanctuary renovation is 

about $2.3 million, meaning 

we still need $275,000. Send 

contributions to Kitty Smithôs 

attention at the church. If you 

have questions or want to con-

tribute toward a specific item, 

contact Doug House at 

dhouse@cdouglashouse.com. 
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